
 
 

LECTORS 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham,  
            David Langguth 
Sat. Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Ginny Reeder 
Sun. Feb. 5 -11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Gary Johnson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Sadie Swope, NOT FILLED 
Sat.  Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, Amber Yasolsky 
Sun. Feb. 5 - 11:00 AM - Aidan Schurr, Liam Schurr 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark  
Sun. Feb. 5 - 11:00 AM -  Barbara Bundy ,  
       Dolores Capriotti 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd,  Larry VanSickel,  
            Paula VanSickel, NOT FILLED 
Sat. Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Mike O’Neill, 
             Diane Turcovsky, Dan Turcovsky  
Sun. Feb. 5 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Patrick Podoletz, 
          Marilyn Bevan, Mary Grace Horton  

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King  
Sat. Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Feb. 5 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan 

SCRIP 
Sat. Feb. 4 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Becky Merilli  
Sat. Feb. 5 - 8:00 AM -  Erika & Heather Yasolsky 
Sun. Feb. 5 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph 

PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 
Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith Forma on Coordinator/Secretary -  stjohnsecretary@atlan cbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com  
Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults -  mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY - 8:30 AM  • TUESDAY - 8:30 AM   
WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM 

THURSDAY - 8:30 AM • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM 

SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  
BLESSING OF THROATS THIS SUNDAY - “Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may you be deliv-
ered from all ailments of the throat and every other illness…”  St. Blaise is invoked at the blessing of throats, because 
tradi on tells us that when he was in prison, he miraculously cured a young boy who was choking to death on a fish-
bone stuck in his throat. We will bless throats a er all the Masses this weekend. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE – In his first epistle, St. Peter writes:   As each one has received a special gi , employ it 
in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Just as our Stewardship of Prayer invites us to a 
more frui ul use of our me, so with Our Stewardship of Service.  To be a steward of service means that we gratefully 
name and nurture our gi s. We then offer them to our Church and to the world. With this in mind, we are called to re-
flect upon our personal calendars and consider how we can best use our me and our gi s.  Our Church offers unique 
opportuni es to serve within our parishes as well as promo ng opportuni es locally, na onally and globally. We be-
lieve that through our service, our Church can bring the love of Jesus to the world and to con nue his work on earth.  

STEWARDSHIP IN TODAY’S GOSPEL -- "Shine your light before everyone, so that they can see your good works and 
praise your Father who is in heaven" (Mt 5:16).  The generosity of being a good steward of your gi s has a posi ve 
effect on people and is contagious! Good works encourage more good works. Generosity is a byproduct of a grateful 
lifestyle. The more we recognize God's gi s the more we want to share them. Good stewards recognize that God works 
through them and do not put themselves above the people God has called them to help. 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH - As the New Year has unfolded, our focus has been on Stewardship.  This 
ini a ve will culminate on Commitment Sunday, the First Sunday of Lent, when we are asked to make a pledge of pray-
er, service and sacrificial giving to the work of our parish. It’s important that stewardship not just be about financial 
giving, but how we can give ourselves to God’s work, commit our lives to God’s service, and use God’s gi s to bless 
those around us. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER:   Caring for our brothers and 
sisters in need is a “must do” for the Chris an steward. 
Note, too, that the instruc ons from the prophet Isaiah 
require ac on; to share, to shelter, to clothe, and to hang 
in there with your family members, even the demanding 
ones. 
The Gospel passage from Ma hew sends us out on our 
stewardship way with a bang as Jesus declares to us, His 
disciples, that we are the “salt of the earth” and the 
“light of the world.” But, He adds, salt no longer gives 
flavor if allowed to go stale. Light cannot bring its blessed 
brightness if le  hidden. This is the stewardship way of 
life. The more we give ourselves away, the more we will 
find ourselves, and “light shall rise” for us in the form of 
more of His grace in our lives and more of His joy and His 
peace in our hearts. (Stewardship Reflec on, Catholic Stew-
ardship Consultants, Inc. 2023/1/2) 

 
January 21/22 

  Envelopes                  $   3,840.00 
               Loose Offerings              $      449.00 
               Children’s Offering            $          1.00 
               Parish Development                   $        65.00 
               Solemnity of Mary   $        20.00 
               Online Giving                 $   1,588.00 
               Total Offertory                   $   5,963.00 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35c;  
          Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,  
          29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 
          1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37] 

Schedule for the Week 
Sunday, February 5 - The  Fi h Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 AM - Mass for Chuck Moore  
 requested by Karen, Kathy & Chris Queiser  
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  

Monday, February 6 - St. Paul Miki & Companions, Mar-
tyrs, Priest  
8:30 AM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger  
 requested  by Barb & Dave Has ngs  

Tuesday, February 7 - Weekday  

8:30 AM - Mass for Bernadine Farrell requested  by 
 Alice & John Joyce  

Wednesday, February 8 - Weekday  
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Frank Ringkamp requested by  
 Dee Schmerbeck  

Thursday, February 9 - Weekday  
8:30 AM - Mass For Ron Peschock requested by  
 Be y Peschock  

Friday, February 10 - St. Scholas ca, Virgin  
8:30 AM - Mass For Helen Baca requested by Family  

Saturday, February 11 - Vigil of The  Sixth Sunday in Or-
dinary Time 
4:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of the Veronese 
 Family requested by Ray & Mary King  

Sunday, February 12 - The  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for Fred Mazzarella  
 requested by Karen Mazzarella  

ARE YOU, A FRIEND, OR FAMILY MEMBER GRIEVING THE 
LOSS OF A LOVED ONE? 
Grief is a long and lonely journey. Please consider joining 
us for Sharing the Journey, an ongoing bereavement sup-
port group that will meet on the third Tuesday of each 
month. Our next mee ng is on Tuesday, February 21 from 
6:00 to 7:30 at the St. John’s Parish Center. These infor-
mal gatherings are intended to provide the opportunity to 
share, or to listen to others who have experienced loss, 
and to open our hearts to Jesus. There is no need to pre-
register. You are welcome to come as o en as you would 
like. For more informa on contact Mary Petrak, (814) 502
-6076 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Lord Jesus Christ, shepherd of 
souls, who called the apostles to be fishers of men, raise 
up new apostles in your holy Church. Teach them that to 
serve you is to reign: to possess you is to possess all 
things. Kindle in the hearts of our young people the fire of 
zeal for souls.  Make them eager to spread your kingdom 
upon earth.  Grant them courage to follow you, who are 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; who live and reign forev-
er and ever. Amen.  



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Janine Anna • Joshua Banks  
Bernie Beiswenger • Diane Blyler • Sco  Brenneman 

Dan Burley • Cari Ann • Cheryl Cherry  
Michelle Cooney • Ron Cunningham • Flo Dancha   

Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  
Charlie Elder • Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier  

Ed Garlena • Gerry Gonsman • Sherryl Hartman  
Bill Hoefler • Don James • Nancy James • Tim Jimenez 

Marianne Jones • Lisa • Elsie MacCullagh  
Sherri Maffe one • Genevieve Mathias • Angela Mazzei 

Susie Miller • Karrie McCall • James Mclarren  
Sylvia Louise Mills • Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers  

Deacon Gene Neral • Patricia Olson • Alma Podoletz 
Mary Rajnish • Ryan Raybuck • Allison Recker  

Be e Richards • Vicki Riley • John Rita • Carol Rodgers 
Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank  
Anne Showalter • Betsy Slat • David Sunderland  
Pa y Swanson • Rick Swanson • Tim Temofonte  

Marion Tessitore • Mary Truesdale • Kathy Wagner  
Lois Werfel   

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested  
for the repose of the soul of:  

Daniel Langenbacher, Sr., father of Dan Langenbacher 
May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

February 5: 9:15 - 10:45 Class/9th Grade Spring Session & 
 9th Grade Rite of Blessing at 11:00 Mass. 
February 12: 9:15 - 10:45 Class 
February 19: NO CLASS 
February 26: 9:15 - 10:45 Class - 11th Grade Spring  
 Session for ALL 11th Grade Students 

If you would like more informa on or have ques ons, 
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email 

stjohnsecretary@atlan cbb.net.   

DON’T FORGET TO USE SCRIP! Don’t forget to buy scrip 
for your home improvement purchases! Whether you’re 
picking out new furniture, remodeling the kitchen, or re-
pain ng your favorite room, big projects don’t come 
cheap. On the plus side, big spending means big rebates 
for St. John’s, so don’t forget to order scrip for purchases 
at Lowes, Home Depot, Best Buy etc.  

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Today’s gospel challenges us 
to be a “light” to our family. Parents shine their guiding 
light, not in front but behind them, invi ng their children 
to follow their “good deeds.” Reprinted with permission: A 

Family Perspec ve by Bud Ozar.   

ST. ROSE OF LIMA SVDP CONFERENCE CARE PACKAGE 
PROGRAM 2023:  With the assistance of the parishioners 
from St Rose of Lima, St John the Evangelist and St Pat-
rick, the St Rose SVDP Conference will once again be run-
ning its Care Package program for our seniors, the home-
less in our community, new or expectant moms, and sin-
gle parents.  
Our Conference helps make the lives a li le bit easier for 
these groups of individuals and families by supplying Care 
Packages for their use. These packages contain items that 
each group would find useful, such as toiletries, blankets, 
gloves, hats, jig saw puzzles, scented candles, healthy 
snacks, diapers, baby wipes, paren ng books, coffee 
mugs, bath bombs, ac vity books, etc. Each donor is also 
asked to include items to help boost the mental health of 
the recipient, such as a handwri en note of encourage-
ment, a rosary, prayer card, gi  card, etc.  
Also, new this year, our SVDP Conference is asking that 
you include in your package(s) a prayer card that our Con-
ference will be supplying. The cards will be a ached to 
the flyers that list suggested items for each group. 
The collec on period will run from January 21st through 
March 11th. The care packages will be delivered to these 
needy individuals and families with the help of Family Ser-
vices and WIC.  
The members of the St Rose SVDP Conference would like 
to take this me to thank all those who help make pro-
grams like this one possible and the lives of the needy a 
bit easier.  
God Bless You All! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:  Yet even now, says the Lord, 
return to me with your whole heart, with fas ng, and 
weeping, and mourning; Rend your hearts, not your gar-

ments, and return to the Lord, your God. (Joel 2:12-13) 
Join us from February 26th through March 26th as we 
explore several Lenten topics: Prayer, Fas ng, and Alms-
giving; the Sacrament of Reconcilia on; and the Paschal 
Mystery. We meet on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 
10:30 in the St. Johns school cafeteria. Call Mary Petrak, 
814 502-6076. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER: Please plan on joining 
us on Ash Wednesday, February 22, in the school cafete-
ria a er the 6:00 Mass for a simple meal of homemade 
soup and fresh bread. As we begin our Lenten journey, 
we remember our less fortunate brothers and sisters for 
whom this simple meal would be a feast. Dona ons will 
be accepted for Saints Peter and Paul Parish in Hai . If 
you would like to make soup, please sign up on the kiosk 
in the Gathering Space. We are also looking for volunteers 
to set up, serve and clean up.  



PYSANKY EGG DECORATING: Queen of Angels Parish in 
Central City will be offering a class on pysanky egg deco-
ra ng on Monday February 27th in the parish ac vity cen-
ter in Central City beginning at 6:00 PM (738 Sunshine 
Avenue). Using the tradi onal process of wax-resist dye-
ing, par cipants will each make an egg of their own. The 
class is free but is limited to twenty-five adult students. A 
great way to create something beau ful and tradi onal 
for Easter, please call the Central City parish office (814-
754-5224) by February 14th.   

February Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis 
For Parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing communion at 
the center, may increasingly become com-
muni es of faith, fraternity and welcome 

towards those most in need. 

2023 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available upon 
request. Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 to 
request your giving statement. A contribu on statement 
will not be mailed to you unless you call the office to re-
quest it. If you are registered with My Own Church, you 
can log in a er January 30 and download your statement 
yourself. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER AND BASKET RAFFLE BENEFIT FOR 
BARRY KRUG: Sunday, February 26, 11:00 AM un l sold 
out. Our Lady of Lore o Community Hall, 279 Saint Eliza-
beth Street, Lore o, PA. Baskets drawn at 4:00 PM.  
Dinner Cost: $10.00. Barry has been diagnosed with ALS 
and has required various equipment and renova ons for 
the family to properly care for him at home. For more 
informa on, see flyer on the kiosk in the Gathering Space. 

GUARDIAN WEEK OF GIVING:  Holy 
Trinity Catholic School has been cele-
bra ng Catholic Schools Week from 
January 29-February 4, 2023. Consid-
er dona ng to our capital campaign, 

Guardian Week of Giving, 
by scanning the QR code to make a 
charitable contribu on. Your generosi-
ty will aid Holy Trinity Catholic School, 
and our ability to provide students 
with a quality Catholic educa on of 
the highest academic excellence. 

SPEAKER JASON EVERT IN STATE COLLEGE: Have you ever 
wondered about the difference between love and lust, 
and how to find true love in a world that only seems to 
offer the counterfeit?  Then don't miss PURIFIED!  These 
ques ons will be answered on Feb. 5th from 6-8pm 
(people will begin being seated at 5:15pm) in the church 
by world renown chas ty speaker: Jason Evert at Our Lady 
of Victory Church in State College, PA.  Get straight an-
swers to tough ques ons about God's plan for human 
love.  Don't wait!  Tickets are selling fast!  General Admis-
sion is $20/ cket.  This price is well worth the talk and 
free resources all a endees will receive.  Tickets are avail-
able online: chas ty.com/purified  

CLASS ON SOUTHERN ITALIAN FOLK CUSTOMS: All Saints 
Parish in Boswell (Somerset County) will offer a one ses-
sion class on southern Italian folk customs on Monday 
February 6th at 7:00 PM in their parish hall. The presenter 
will be Melissa Marinaro, curator of the Italian American 
Program at the Heinz History Center in Pi sburgh. The 
presenta on will cover topics such as cra s, food, and 
agricultural prac ces and will showcase many objects 
from the history center that speak to the customs and 
tradi ons of southern Italians in Western Pennsylvania. 
The class is free but those interested are asked to please 
register by calling the parish office at 814-629-5551. All 
are welcome. 

SAVING “SOLES”: Your old shoes could be of use to oth-
ers in need!  The Boy Scouts of Troop 49 are collec ng 
gently worn, used and new shoes. Collected shoes not 
only help support the Scouts, but they will be reused and 
given a second life by those in need in Ghana, Hai  and 
Cambodia through #microenterprise.  It's a WIN-WIN! 
Please drop shoes off in the drop boxes in the Gathering 
Space. It is helpful if you can e the shoelaces together 
and/or put them in their own plas c bags.  Any shoes in 
good condi on are acceptable from flip flops to spikes to 
dress shoes and anything in between! 

ASH WEDNESDAY FISH DINNER: Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Church - February 22, 2023 - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Serving at School Cafeteria on 8th Avenue. 
$12.00 - BAKED OR FRIED FISH 
Tickets sold in advance at the Parish Office, 806 11th 
Street. Take outs available. 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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