
 
 

LECTORS 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham , NOT FILLED  
Sat. Jan. 8 - 8:00 AM - Susan Podoletz, Darlene Scarpaci  
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM - Susanna Tomlinson, Bob Olson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - McKenna Koeck, NOT FILLED 
Sat.  Jan. 8- 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, Nicholas Helsley  
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM -  Lexington Tatar, Camille Krug 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 8 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark 
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM -  Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom 

 
 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd,  Paula VanSickel,  
            Larry Van Sickel, Billy Sweet 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 8:00 AM - Charlie Moore, Ray Kennedy, 
           Diane Turcovsky,  Daniel Turcovsky 
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Carolyn English, 
           Peg Madden, Dolores Capriotti 

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King  
Sat. Jan. 8 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan 

SCRIP 
Sat. Jan. 7 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Becky Merilli  
Sat. Jan. 8 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky 
Sun. Jan. 8 - 11:00 AM - Jane Byrne, Carolyn English 

PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 
Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith FormaƟon Coordinator/Secretary -  stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com  
Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults -  mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MONDAY - 8:30 AM  • TUESDAY - 8:30 AM   

WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM 
THURSDAY - 8:30 AM • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM 
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

NEWCOMERS  
Welcome to our parish family! If you wish to 

parƟcipate fully in our parish life, please regis-

ter by calling the office (814-942-5503) Mon-

day-Friday between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM or 

complete a Parish RegistraƟon Form provided 

on the table in the Gathering Space and  re-

turn it in the offertory collecƟon.  



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  
A PRAYER FOR A BLESSED NEW YEAR!  Mother Theresa had a favorite morning prayer, one that I suggest each of us 
pray daily throughout the New Year:    Shine through me, O Lord, and be so in me that every soul I come in contact with 
may feel Thy presence in my soul. Let them look up and see no longer me but only Jesus. Stay with me and then I shall 
begin to shine as you shine, so to shine as to be a light to others. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR!   1. Resolve to resist Cynicism and Pessimism. We live in difficult Ɵmes.  Remem-
ber that things don’t tend to get beƩer all at once, but we live in hope and grow in the convicƟon that Jesus is our Em-
manuel, God with us!  Do your part each day in making a beƩer world by your thoughts, words and deeds.    2. Resolve 
to Think Deeply and EmpatheƟcally.  Take Ɵme to nourish your soul and your intellect, striving always to interpret 
things in the best possible light. Seek to understand different points of view, understanding others as you like to be un-
derstood. 3. Resolve to PrioriƟze Your Health (Physical, EmoƟonal, and Spiritual).  Get to the gym, go for a walk, read 
a good book, limit your TV Ɵme and cherish the marvelous giŌ of silence.  See where it leads you!   Remember Mother 
Theresa’s saying:  the fruit of SILENCE is prayer, the fruit of PRAYER is faith, the fruit of FAITH is love, the fruit of LOVE is 
service, and the fruit of SERVICE is PEACE. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR YOUR PARISH!  AƩend Mass regularly, make certain that your children and grandchildren are acƟve 
in our Faith FormaƟon program, take advantage of our Adult FormaƟon programs on Sunday mornings, consider parƟc-
ipaƟng in ALPHA, and consider how you can be more generous with your Ɵme, talent and treasure in your support of 
parish life!  Let’s make this the best year yet in living our faithfulness to Christ and his Church. 

ANGEL TREE: The generosity of our 
St John’s family has shined a num-
ber of stars again. All our angel’s 
helpers have contributed towards 
giving 4 families consisƟng of 9 children a wonderful array 
of various giŌs consisƟng of clothing and toys. The total 
amount in giŌ cards was $2600 and will be distribute by 
Catholic ChariƟes to purchase holiday food items.  Thanks 
to the Angel Tree volunteers who volunteer their Ɵme 
and talents for the course of this  worth-while fund raiser. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE PARISH? One 
way to know is if you receive regular communicaƟons 
from us, such as offertory envelopes, robo calls or mail-
ings. If you do not receive at least one of these, then per-
haps you are not registered here. You may want to check 
with the parish office staff. Office hours are weekdays 
from 9 to 3  and our phone number is 814-942-5503. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  The blessing included in the First 
Reading is very familiar. “The Lord bless you and keep you; the 
Lord let His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you…” In the 
Jewish culture this has been known for centuries as the Aaronic 
blessing. It was dictated by God Himself to Aaron. Very im-
portantly it  begins with “The Lord bless you.” All blessings 
come from God. Blessings do not always mean happiness 
or security or prosperity. To be “kept” by the Lord is to 
turn our lives over to Him, to know that He is with us and 
that He loves us, blesses us, and does indeed “keep” us 
ever in His care. We must keep all these things in our 
heart as Mary did in her amazement.  
God knows what blessings we need. The key for us is to 
be grateful for whatever blessings we may have. That 
mind set is at the hub of stewardship. The truth is that to 
be blessed by God is one of the greatest giŌs we can re-
ceive. It is available to all of us without excepƟon. 
(Stewardship ReflecƟon, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 
2022/11/29) 

December 10/11  
  Envelopes                  $   4,589.00 

                Loose Offerings     $      997.00 
                Children’s Offerings     $          3.10 
                Parish Development          $        70.00 
                Immaculate ConcepƟon   $      589.00 
                ReƟrement Fund for Religious$      371.00 
                Christmas Offering   $      160.00 
                Christmas Flower Offering $      250.00 
                World Mission Sunday     $        25.00 
                2nd Sunday Food CollecƟon $      227.00 
                Online Giving                 $   2,975.00 
                Total Offertory                   $ 10,256.10 

 

Catholic Ministries Drive 
January 1 - November 30 
GiŌs/Pledges     $41,025 

Goal - $42,211 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 or  
          Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;     
          Mt 2:1-12 

Schedule for the Week 
Sunday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary,  
8:00 AM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger  
 requested by Bill & Norma Foose  
11:00 AM - Mass for Melvin Weyandt requested by  
 Donna Messner  

Monday, January 2 - Saints Basil the Great, and Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church 
8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested  by 
 Deacon Gene Neral 

Tuesday, January 3 - Christmas Weekday  

8:30 AM - Mass for Joyce Cordek requested by  
 Larry Cordek  

Wednesday, January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Reli-
gious  
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Richard Peschock 
  requested by BeƩy Peschock & Family 

Thursday, January 5 - St. John Neumann, Bishop  
8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by  
 Rose Marie, Gloria, Regina, Geraldine, Monica 

Friday, January 6 - Christmas Weekday  
8:30 AM - Mass For Helen Baca requested by  
 Family  

Saturday, January 7 - Vigil of The Epiphany of the Lord 
4:00 PM - Mass for Timothy Beck requested by  
 Jo-Ann Semko  

Sunday, January 8 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 AM - Mass for Ryan Ergler  
 requested by Ed & Debbie Ergler  
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Janine Anna • Joshua Banks  
Bernie Beiswenger • Diane Blyler • ScoƩ Brenneman 

Dan Burley • Cari Ann • Cheryl Cherry  
Michelle Cooney • Ron Cunningham • Flo Dancha   

Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  
Charlie Elder • Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier  

Ed Garlena • Gerry Gonsman • Sherryl Hartman  
Bill Hoefler • Don James • Nancy James •  Tim Jimenez 

Lisa • Elsie MacCullagh • Sherri MaffeƩone  
Genevieve Mathias • Angela Mazzei • Susie Miller  

Karrie McCall • James Mclarren • Sylvia Louise Mills 
Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson  

Linda Pletcher • Mary Rajnish • Ryan Raybuck  
Allison Recker • BeƩe Richards • Vicki Riley • John Rita 

Carol Rodgers • Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph  
Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter • Betsy Slat  

Maria Spayd • David Sunderland • PaƩy Swanson  
Rick Swanson • Tim Temofonte • Marion Tessitore  

Mary Truesdale • Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel   

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested  
for the repose of the soul of:  

Mary Jo Stephenson, sister of LoreƩa Olson 
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

January 1: NO CLASS 
January  8: 9:15 - 10:45 Class 
     10th Grade Spring Session   
     10th Grade Rite of Commitment at 11:00 AM 
               Mass (Candidates & sponsors/parents) 

If you would like more informaƟon or have quesƟons, 
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email 

stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net.   

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: The gospel tells us “Mary 
kept all these things, pondering them in her heart.” We 
would do well to imitate Mary in our New Year’s resolu-
Ɵon. Instead of criƟcizing let’s “keep it in our hearts.” 
CriƟcism isn’t producƟve or well received anyway! Reprint-

ed with permission: A Family PerspecƟve by Bud Ozar.   

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: “In the ancient disciple-rabbi 
relaƟonship, the disciple would follow the rabbi so closely 
that he would be covered in the dust kicked up from his 
rabbi’s feet. Thousands of years later, though we walk on 
roads of pavement and not dust, we are sƟll called to be 
disciples – to follow our Rabbi, Jesus Christ, so closely that 
we are covered with his life, changed, and made 
new.” (Edward Sri) 
On January 8th we will begin a 6 week video series, Into 
His Likeness: Be Transformed as a Disciple of Christ. We 
will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:30 in the 
school cafeteria. We hope that you will consider joining 
us for food, fellowship, and the opportunity to deepen 
your faith. Please sign up on the kiosk so that we can or-
der materials. 

ARE YOU, A FRIEND, OR A FAMILY MEMBER GRIEVING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE?  Grief is a long and lonely 
journey. Please consider joining us for Sharing the Jour-
ney, an ongoing bereavement support group that will 
meet on the third Tuesday of each month. Our first 
meeƟng is on Tuesday, January 17th from 6:00 to 7:30 at 
the St. John’s Parish Center. These informal gatherings are 
intended to provide the opportunity to share, or to listen 
to others who have experienced loss, and to open our 
hearts to Jesus. There is no need to pre-register. You are 
welcome to come as oŌen as you would like. For more 
informaƟon contact Mary Petrak, (814) 502-6076 

January Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis     
For Educators 

We pray that educators may be credible 
witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 
compeƟƟon and helping the youngest and 

most vulnerable above all. 

SAINT JOHN’S BOWL-
ING LEAGUE is looking 
for a few more bow-

lers to fill out our league roster. If you enjoy bowling and 
would like an occasional fun night out with fellow parish-
ioners, please consider joining us. We bowl every other 
Friday night at 6:30 pm at Holiday Bowl. The second half 
of our season begins Friday, January 6th. To sign-up, or 
for more informaƟon, call Gary Johnson at 814-696-2683. 

Thank you to those who are using 
Online Giving. Parishioners who use 
the service are pleased with how 
easy it is to set up and manage. If 

you have not yet signed up for Online Giving, please con-
sider this opƟon. Visit our parish website at 
www.stjohnsaltoona.org and select Donate Now on the 
leŌ side of the page to get started. 

NOCTURNAL ADORATION: AdoraƟon for the First Friday 
of the Month will be celebrated at St. Rose this Friday, 
January 6, from 8 PM unƟl 11 PM. The suggested hour for 
St. John parishioners is from 10 PM to 11 PM, but you 
may stop in at any Ɵme. 



SCRIP TIPS: Download the RaiseRight App for scrip on 
your smartphone or laptop.  AŌer seƫng up the Raise 
Right app, you can buy most retail stores and restaurant 
giŌ cards within minutes.  (Unfortunately gas and grocer-
ies are not an instant opƟon). Get the app: hƩps://
www.raiseright.com/  

2023 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be available upon 
request beginning January 30, 2023. Please call the Parish 
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your giving statement. 
A contribuƟon statement will not be mailed to you unless 
you call the office to request it. If you are registered with 
My Own Church, you can log in aŌer January 30 and 
download your statement yourself. 

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist 
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at 
stjohnsaltoona.org  and click on the My Own Church link 
on the leŌ side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your informaƟon. If anything has changed, go ahead 
and update your info, and our staff will be noƟfied. 
If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great 
Ɵme to create an account. On the Parish Website 
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the leŌ 
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our 
staff has received a request and verified your account, 
you can update your informaƟon. 
If you have quesƟons, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records! 

ECHOES OF A POLISH CHRISTMAS: All Saints Parish in Bos-
well will host their annual singing of Polish Christmas Car-
ols (known as Kolędy) on Sunday January 8nd at 2:00 PM 
at their church in Boswell (325 Quemahoning Street). Fol-
lowing the singing of hymns by the parish’s Polish choir, 
there will be BenedicƟon of the Blessed Sacrament as well 
as refreshments. Kolędy help to capture some of the fin-
est senƟments, values, and emoƟons of the Polish reli-
gious, naƟonal, and arƟsƟc heritage. Polish Christmas cus-
toms are very rich; whether you are Polish or not, please 
come and experience these Ɵme honored hymns cele-
braƟng the birth of Christ. 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
S

T
 2

1
1
7
9
9
0
-7

0
)

Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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