SECOND SUNDAY OF

'77

John the Baptist appeared,
preaching in the desert of Judea and saying,
MATTHEW 3:1

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos: © Natalia / AdobeStock
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

)

b

. S,

DECEMBER 4, 2022

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Joyce Cunningham - Parish Council President - jmsc1863@gmail.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -iristat38 @gmail.com

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

LECTORS
Weds. Dec. 7 - 6:00 PM - Donna Moyer, Barbara Bundy
Thurs. Dec. 8 - 6:30 PM - Gary Johnson, Dave Auerbeck
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM -Joyce Cunningham,

Susanna Tomlinson
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,

Diane Turcovsky

Sun. Dec. 11 - 11:00 AM - Patrick Schurr, Jim Campbell

ALTAR SERVERS
Weds. Dec. 7 - 6:00 PM - Colin Schurr, Liam Schurr
Thurs. Dec. 8 - 6:30 PM - Evie Koch , Estella Koch
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM - Abigail Hovance, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller
Sun. Dec. 11 - 11:00 AM - Colin Schurr, Liam Schurr

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Weds. Dec. 7 - 6:00 PM - Marilyn Bevan, Bob Olson
Thurs. Dec. 8 - 6:30 PM - Daniel Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Dec. 11 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Bob Olson

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Weds. Dec. 7 - 6:00 PM - Jane Becker, John Becker,
Charlie Moore, Jane Strasser
Thurs. Dec. 8 - 6:30 PM - Ray Kennedy, Mike O'Neill,
Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM - Carolyn English, David Langguth,
Dennis Moughemer, Karen Moughemer
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM- Ginny Reeder, Darlene Scarpaci,
Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. Dec. 11 -11:00 AM-Wendy Campbell, Peg Madden,
Marilyn Bevan, Patrick Podoletz
SACRISTAN
Weds. Dec. 7 - 6:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Thurs. Dec. 8- 6:30 PM - NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 11 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy

SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 10 - 4:00 PM - Marge Rudolph, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 11 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 11 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

OUR ADVENT FAST -Try Fasting for Advent! It is believed that the Advent season has been in existence since the fifth
century, and was largely observed by monks who were ordered to fast every day in the month of December until
Christmas. Fasting is still practiced among some worshippers today. While fasting is generally a discipline associated
with the season of Lent, we believe that fasting during the season of Advent can be a powerful aid to our engagement
of this season as it is designed to intensify our desires and longing for God.

ADVENT CHILDREN’S LITURGY - We welcome our Faith Formation students this Sunday, December 4" , who will be
participating in the various ministries during the 11am Mass. We are grateful for their interest in sharing the ministries
that enrich our Sunday Mass. This Mass will follow our annual Family Advent Event in the morning from 9:15-10:45am.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - Thursday the church in the United
States celebrates the feast of our Patroness. The Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Washington is testimony to
the place which Mary holds in the hearts of American Catholics! The Vigil Mass will be offered on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7 at 6:00, with Masses again on Thursday morning at 8:30 and again in the evening at 6:30. Please join us for this
Holy Day of Obligation.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE — Mark your calendars now for our parish communal Penance Service, set for Sunday, De-
cember 18 at 4:00 PM.

AN IMPORTANT COLLECTION COMING UP! The annual collection that supports nearly 25,000 elderly religious sisters,
brothers and religious order priests in the United States will take place in participating dioceses on the weekend of De-
cember 10-11. The collection, coordinated by the National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO), distributes financial as-
sistance for retirement needs to eligible religious institutes. Be generous when the time comes!

FORMED - Formed is a powerful video and program library full of bible studies, topical series on the Sacraments, mov-
ies on the saints, books on tape and much more. Each and every parishioner can access this whole library of video con-
tent from their own homes! There are cards available in the vestibule or gathering space which detail how simple it is
to start watching content on Formed.org. Be part of a growing number of Formed Catholics!!!

ALPHA AT ST. JOHN’S - ALPHA will be coming to our parish in the new year. More information on this program will be
provided in upcoming bulletins.

For volunteer not-for-profit organizations
We pray for volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human develop-
ment; may they find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly
seek out new paths to international cooperation. ' h,

December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis g
e

MASS SCHEDULE
Feast of the Immaculate MONDAY - 8:30 AM e TUESDAY - 8:30 AM
Conceplion Masses: WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
Wednesday, Dec: 7 @ 6:00 PM THURSDAY - 8:30 AM ¢ FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
Thursday, Dec: 8 @ 8:30 AM SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
Thursday, Dec: 8 @ 6:30 PM SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM




Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2022

The earth shall be filled
with knowledge of the Lorb,
as water covers the sea.

— Isaiah 11:9

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Joseph & Rose Novak requested by
Judy & Chuck Stephens

Monday, December 5 - Advent Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger requested by
Michele & Lance DeFrancisco

Tuesday, December 6 - Advent Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Arthur Campbell requested by
Fran Semelsberger

Wednesday, December 7 - Vigil of The Immaculate Con-

ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Bernadine Farrell requested by
Brenda & Alex Fix

Thursday, December 8 - The Immaculate Conception of

the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:30 AM - Mass for Manuel Monios requested by
Michele & Lance DeFrancisco

6:30 PM - Mass For People of the Parish

Friday, December 9 - Advent Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass For People of the Parish
Saturday, December 10 - Vigil of Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM - Mass for Tommy Guttadauro
requested by Mary & Ray King
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: The Prophet Isaiah continues
the theme of journey towards the holy mountain, the
Kingdom of God. It is a kingdom of peace, justice, and
harmony among all God’s creatures. St. Paul encourages
us to focus, “Welcome one another, then, as Christ wel-
comed you, for the glory of God.” The idea of welcoming
others as Christ welcomes us is the essence of Christian
hospitality and is vital to stewardship living. This kind of
hospitality involves seeing people as God sees them and
being ready to invite others into our lives whenever and
however God asks; it is an attitude we take with us wher-
ever we go.

As we “straighten the paths” of our own hearts and
minds, we become more hospitable people, better stew-
ards of God’s grace and mercy, far more open and ready
to invite others into our lives, homes, and parish. We
climb farther up God’s holy mountain and attract others
to join us on the path toward holiness. This is preparation
fitting for our merciful Savior. (Stewardship Reflection, Cath-
olic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2022/11/01)

November 19/20 2022
Envelopes S 3,635.00
Loose Offerings S 454.00
Children’s Offerings S 4.00
Parish Development S 122.00
Catholic Charities S 221.00
Thanksgiving $ 148.00
Immaculate Conception S 35.00
Retirement Fund for Religious$ 20.00
Christmas Offering S 20.00
Christmas Flower Offering  $ 60.00
Solemnity of Mary S 20.00
Food Bank S 150.00
Online Giving $ 1,648.00
Total Offertory $ 6,537.00

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - October 31
Gifts/Pledges $40,685

Goal - $42,211

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;
Mt 11:2-11

NEWCOMERS: Welcome to our parish family! If you wish to
participate fully in our parish life, please register by calling
the office (814-942-5503) Monday-Friday between 9:00
AM and 3:00 PM or complete a Parish Registration Form
provided on the table in the Gathering Space and return it
in the offertory collection. To volunteer for parish minis-
tries or discuss how St. John may be present to your faith
journey, kindly call 814-942-5503 to schedule a meeting
with Monsignor Becker.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger ¢ Diane Blyler ® Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley e Cari Ann ¢ Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney ¢ Ron Cunningham e Flo Dancha
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Charlie Elder ¢ Kathy Felty ¢ Leann Frazier
Ed Garlena ¢ Gerry Gonsman e Ashley Greslick
Sherryl Hartman e Bill Hoefler ¢ Don James
Nancy James ® Tim Jimenez ¢ Lisa ¢ Elsie MacCullagh
Sherri Maffettone e Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller ¢ Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Donna Moyer e Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson e Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish
Ryan Raybuck e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita
Carol Rodgers ® Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat
Mary Jo Stephenson e David Sunderland
Patty Swanson ¢ Rick Swanson e Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ® Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested
for the repose of the soul of:

Richard Peschock, brother-in-law of Betty Peschock
Robert Harpster Jr., father of Barb Harpster
Rodney L. Gottshall, brother-in-law of Paula

DeBiase

May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

SCRIP TIPS: Traveling for the holidays? Use scrip to book
your flights, hotels, and rental cars. If you’re road tripping
to grandma’s house, grab gift cards for gas stations that
you can register and reload along the way.

Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising funds for
St. John’s Parish. Shop gift cards from over 750 top
brands, including Best Buy, Amazon, Boscov’s, The Home
Depot and more. Whether you buy the gift cards to give
as presents to family and friends, or to use them to buy
your gifts—our organization earns with every gift card
purchased. It’s simple, it’s thoughtful and it’s truly the gift
that keeps on giving.

Shop gift cards from more than 750 top brands to earn on
your daily purchases with the mobile app RaiseRight by
ShopWithScrip. Anytime you want, anywhere you go.
Questions? Talk to our volunteers at the scrip table in the
Gathering Space, who will be happy to help you.

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

GETITON

h Google Play

Jownload on the

@& App Store

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

* December 4: Family Advent Gathering 9:15 AM

. Followed by 11:00 Mass with our Faith Formation

I Students participating in the various ministries at Mass.

| December 11: 9:30 AM Breakfast with Santa

* December 18: 9:15 - 10:45 Class

! December 25: NO CLASS

IJanuary 1: NO CLASS

i If you would like more information or have questions,
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email

! stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

OUR ANNUAL ADVENT OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be

presented on Sunday, De-
qb}.‘iﬁtmﬂB cember 11, at 7:00 PM. This
doncert

year the Adult, Handbell and

Youth Choirs have prepared a
©1.5. Palut Co. e wonderful performance that
includes some new music as
well as some of the traditional songs and carols. There is
no admission fee but donations will be gratefully accept-
ed and used to support the music program here at St.
John the Evangelist Church. After the concert, refresh-
ments will be served in the Gathering Space.

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS: Can you bake a couple
dozen cookies for the reception following the concert on
December 117 All cookies can be I n’r‘ -
brought to the church the weekend r e B

of December 10/11. If you can help - g W
set up the cookie reception the night &< "=
of the concert, please call the office. %

Please remember to return
] » wrapped gifts with the tags

ﬂ”ﬁe/rﬁee attached to the Gathering Space

by Sunday, December 11, 2022.
Food tags for Martin’s or Walmart can be attached to the
purchased gift card and placed in the box located on the
scrip table. These cards will be distributed to families in
need by Catholic Charities.
Gifts must be returned the weekend of December 11th so
that delivery can be organized. Please contact the Parish
Office with any questions at (814) 942-5503.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Like John the Baptist, every
parent “prepares the way of the Lord” in the hearts of
their children. Advent is a good time to ask; “Do | help or
hinder my children to know Jesus?” Reprinted with permis-
sion: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.



NATIVITY FESTIVAL: The first
ever St. Mary & St. Michael Na-
tivity Festival is being offered as
a gift to the Hollidaysburg par-
ish communities including all in
the surrounding community
area. This festival encourages
attendees to reflect on the
humble birth and life of Jesus
Christ, our Savior, and is a two-
day, self-guided, FREE public
event. It will feature magnifi-
cently crafted nativity sets, including the historic nativity
sets from both parishes. Loaned by parishioners and
friends, these works reflect the culture and perspective of
artists around the world. This amazing event for the
whole family includes a free Christmas Concert by the Al-
toona Community Band. The event will be held in the St.
Mary social hall (312 Clark St- Hollidaysburg) on Saturday,
Dec. 17 from 3 PM to 7 PM and on Sunday, December

18 from 8:30 Am - 6 PM. A free Christmas Concert by the
Altoona Community Band will be held in St. Mary Church
at 3:00 PM on Sunday, December 18.

SHOP, SOUP & SIP WITH ST. NICK: Sunday, December 4,
from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM in the Holy Trinity Middle
School Gymnasium. Over 30 Local craft vendors, food
trucks, Secret Santa Shop, Face Painting, Crafts for the
Kids, and a Photo Op with St. Nick Himself!

Admission is FREE.

: LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULING FOR

i JANUARY 7, 2023 - MAY 28, 2023

: It’s time to schedule for Winter-Spring 2023.

1 If you have internet access please enter your NOT availa-
i ble dates in your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro.

' Here is the direct link to that website —

E www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/teammates

i There is also a link from our parish website

' (WWW.STJOHNSALTOONA.ORG) and a link in the email
'reminder you will receive soon.

iThere are cards available in the gathering space for those
twho do not have access to the internet.

i If you are not able to update your profile online or visit

- the church to fill out a card, you may give Mark a call on a
éweekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the

i weekends at 814-932-2223.

' Please update your profile online or call me or fill out a
' card and return it by midnight on Sunday, December
 18th.

: Family members can fill out one card front and back.

1 Thank you for your service to our faith community
ithroughout the year!

St. Mary’s Eucharistic
Adoration Chapel

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES: Information for the Decem-
ber 18 bulletin is due this Thursday, December 8.
Information for the December 25 bulletin is due Wednes-
day, December 14.

Information for the January 1 bulletin is due Wednesday,
December 21.

........
Gife
4‘ Celebrate the birth of Our Lord and the Giver of Life, and at the same time, help our fundraising efforts.
Y Your purchase supports the pro-life work of the Blair County Chapter of Citizens Concerned for Human
swRcounty | jfe. To place an order or for more information, call Pat 814-946-0681 or Marge 814-505-5025.

ananananan

Peace on Earth
This card portrays the Nativity scene in silhouette against a night-
time Bethlehem backdrop. Borders and text are in gold foil on
brilliant shades of blue. White envelopes are included.
Actual size: 47% x 6" - $8.00 per pkg. of 11

Verse:
May the Prince of Peace and Lord of Life
bless you this Christmas
and throughout the coming year.

7 o7z ( r(///

The Holy Family With Angel
‘amily with the Infant
bed of fha» The border
andaccentsarein gold foil. iteenvelopesareincluded.
Actual size: 47% x 6% - $8.00 per pkg. of 11
Verse:
May the love of the Holy Family
rekindle in our hearts
the comfort of hope,
the warmth of peace,
and the joy of life.
Merry Christmas!

s Reserved.




Please join us for...

Breakfast with Santa!

When: Sunday, December 11" from
9:15am to 10:45am

Where: Fr. Bailey Hall (School Gym)

What: Breakfast with Santa, games,

crafts and photos with Santa (Please bring

your own device to take pictures.)

Who: Everyone! Children are

a welcome to visit with Santa and

N participate in other activities. All

e  parishioners are welcome to stop over

N for breakfast.

&

|




ADVENT OF
CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

N Wi

SUNDAY,
s DECEMBER 11,

AT 7:00 PM
o &TA .

SR ST. JOHN THE
? EVANGELIST CHURCH

St. John’s Adult, Youth and Handbell
Choirs present a concert of music for
Advent and Christmas.

There is no admission fee but donations

will be gratefully accepted and used

to support the music program here at

St. John the Evangelist Church.



SECOND SUNDAY OF

DECEMBER 4, 2022

NEW LIFE

In our scripture translations, word choices matter. When today’s first reading tells us
that a “stump” will bring forth a new shoot, it’s Isaiah’s way of telling us that God’s

miraculous power is at work. Seeds bring forth shoots. Even buried roots can bring
forth shoots. But a stump? When we look at a stump, essentially we are seeing the
corpse of what used to be a tree. Mortal eyes look and see death, but divine eyes
look and see new life. And what a life the Spirit of God will bring forth from this
stump! A life filled with wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, and
fear of the Lord—the life that we name “Jesus.” How fitting it is that we will also look
upon the wood Calvary’s cross—a tree of death—and behold that the Spirit of God

has turned that tree into a Tree of Life!

NAME CALLING

\We often change our tone of voice and vocabulary when we really want to get some-
body’s attention. Parents will add a middle name to indicate a child is in trouble
(@ middle and last name when the child is really in trouble). Change of tone and
words invites attention, demanding a response. Today John the Baptist does a bit off
name-calling: “You brood of vipers!” Even for someone like John, who regularly used
potent vocabulary, this way of addressing the holy men—the Pharisees and Sadu-
cees—this level of name-calling stands out. Snakes were commonly understood as
a representation of evil, and a poisonous snake in the ancient world held the power
of life and death, as the holy men thought they did. Instead of thinking about their
own power, John tells them to produce good fruit. We still get ourselves in trouble
today when we think that we truly hold any type of power over others, when it’s a
power that belongs only to God.

EMBRACING CHANGE

\Words like John’s might cause fear in us, or may hold us back, hesitant. Words like
these can also invite us to change our lives. When we do so, we open ourselves to
a core virtue of the Advent season: hope. Changing our lives can also open us up
to a more vigorous presence of the gifts of the Holy Spirit—wisdom, understanding,
counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the Lord—named in Isaiah today. Re-
call that it was in that very Spirit we were named for Christ at Baptism. Open your
ears and heart to the voice of God, who knows the name given to you on that day.
Respond not out of fear, but in love, to
the ways that God is calling to you today; TODAY’S READINGS
calling you to change what needs to be
changed, and to welcome Christ today, Isaiah 11:1-10

as you will once again on Christmas day. Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17

MATTHEW 3:1

John the Baptist appeared,
preaching in the desert of Judea and saying,

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.

Photos: © Natalia / AdobeStock
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God loves it when we are at peace with each other!
Scripture tells us that someday even wolves and lambs will get along.
Follow the steps below to draw a lamb on the bottom of this page. Then
read about this time of peace at Isaiah 11:6-9 in your Bible.

D

Draw a small cloud Draw the letter "C'
touching a big cloud. onto the small cloud
Draw a bumpy line for wool. for a head.

S

Add four rectangles Draw a teardrop chape
under the big cloud onto the small cloud for an ear.
to make legs. Add a dot for an eye and curved lines
to make a nose and mouth.

q ©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year A ¢ Second Sunday of Advent

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. Al rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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God's Word for Children

Second Sunday of Advent

How much do you know about John the Baptist?
Get ready to test your knowledge!
Read the start of each sentence.
Then circle the letter that you think will complete it correctly.

Q. in mountains.
b. in the desert.
c.on a boat.

d.in a bigcity.

came 1o him 10...
a.be baptized.
b.buy +hings.
c.qet directions.
d,?;ex Jewelry.

He ate...

a.hamburgers.
b. cereal.
c.grasshoppers

d.salads.

John p

people abodut...
a. how 1o fish.
b.a pet he had.
Cc.the weather:
d.Jesus.




PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

We continue to make our Advent chain. Read one strip each day and talk about the
questions with your family. Color the strips, cut them out, and add them to your chain.

December 8
Today we celebrate Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Gather with your
family and pray the Hail Mary together.

L1 yelres|

91
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Becember 9
“A shoot... from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). Jesse was an
ancestor of Jesus’ family. Name some of your family members.

‘quie| 9y} Jo 1sanb © 3q |[_YS JjOM Sy} USY |
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December 10
“Prepare the way of the Lord” (Matthew 3:1-4). How are you
preparing the way for Jesus this Advent?

‘1ay1ab03 asmouq |[eys uol| bunok ayy pue jed ay|

December 11
“He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor” (Psalm 72:13).
How does your family reach out to the poor at Christmas time?

December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Mary visited Juan Diego. Whom do you
visit with at Christmastime? Say a prayer for each one.

[ -

December 13
St. Lucy’s Day, a celebration of light! Lucy’s name means light.
Light candles at dinner tonight. Finish with a fancy dessert.

N YR

December 14
We must “produce good fruit,” that is, good works. What good
works have you produced as you prepare for Christmas?
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Check It Out T°day! Catholic Parishes

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

The Most Complete

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
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814-946-8100
Telephone Systems
Two-Way Communications

400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
WWW.Comprosinc.com

ONE Y PARISH

. Protecting Seniors
Nationwide
Ralig \\ all loda 0 .‘-. 0 ..'.0 ..ol.
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FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

§ Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

Sign up here:
= | \Wwwn.jspaluch.com/subscribe
""‘ Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

is weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

=]

(814) 944-3535

Offering Physical Therapy,

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yol

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Occupational Therapy,
& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.GatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg  695-1551

W Receive a $100 Visa gift card with i

your FREE in-home estimate

§ 1Al partipants who attend an estinated 60-90-mindts n-hame product consutaton wilg
J 7eeie  $100 Vis it car. Retal valu is $100. Ofr sponsorad by LeafGuard Holdings .

$99

Installation*!!

have a photo 1D and be legally able o enter nto a contrat, The fllowing persons are not,
490 o s fr, e of Compan of fatdcompanes of s i imedte
il A, pravios B i a omgany s orsufaion vl

Offernot availabl inthestates of CA, N, PA and Ml Expires 10/31/22.
__________________

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

. cALLNow! 800.809.3352 crs Tracking w/Fall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
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- LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we'll clean
it for FREE*
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Get it. And forget it.”

378660 St John the Evangelist Church

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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