
 
 

LECTORS 
Sat. Dec. 31 - 4:00 PM - Jim Campbell, Maria Spayd  
Sat. Jan. 1 - 8:00 AM - Susanna Tomlinson, NOT FILLED  
Sun. Jan. 1 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Gary Johnson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Dec. 31 - 4:00 PM - Abigail Hovance, NOT FILLED 
Sat.  Jan. 1- 8:00 AM - Chloe Truscello, Amber Yasolsky  
Sun. Jan. 1 - 11:00 AM -  Evie Koch, Estella Koch 

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Dec. 31 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King  
Sat. Jan. 1 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan. 1 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Dec. 31 - 4:00 PM - Bob Olson, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 1 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,  
              Diane Turcovsky 
Sun. Jan. 1 - 11:00 AM -  Marilyn Bevan, NOT FILLED 

  MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat. Dec. 31 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker,  NOT FILLED,  
        Dennis Moughemer, Karen Moughemer 
Sat. Jan. 1 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Ed Stoltz, 
             Ginny Reeder, Mary Truesdale 
Sun. Jan. 1 - 11:00 AM - Patrick  Podoletz, Peg Madden,  
                   Dolores Capriotti, Wendy Campbell 

PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 
Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith FormaƟon Coordinator/Secretary -  stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com  
Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults -  mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

NEWCOMERS: Welcome to our parish family! If you wish to parƟcipate fully in our parish life, 

please register by calling the office (814-942-5503) Monday-Friday between 9:00 AM and 3:00 

PM or complete a Parish RegistraƟon Form provided on the table in the Gathering Space and  

return it in the offertory collecƟon.  

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 
Dec. 26: Parish Office Closed 
Dec. 27: 9:00 AM Mass for Feast of St. John the Evangelist followed by breakfast at The Dream 
Dec. 30: 8:30 AM Mass for Feast of the Holy Family 

December 31, New Year’s  Eve: 4:00 PM Mass 

January 1, New Year’s  Day: 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM Mass 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS:   Our Holy Father speaks directly to a world that is broken by war and 
conflicts, a world that cries out for peace and a deepening sense of family:  read and ponder his words and allow his 
prayer to be your own! 

What does that Child, born for us of the Virgin Mary, have to tell us? What is the universal message of Christmas? It 
is that God is a good Father, and we are all brothers and sisters. This truth is the basis of the ChrisƟan vision of humani-
ty. Without the fraternity that Jesus Christ has bestowed on us, our efforts for a more just world fall short, and even our 
best plans and projects risk being soulless and empty. 

For this reason, my wish for a happy Christmas is a wish for fraternity. Fraternity among individuals of every naƟon 
and culture. Fraternity among people with different ideas, yet capable of respecƟng and listening to one another. Fra-
ternity among persons of different religions. Jesus came to reveal the face of God to all those who seek him. 

The face of God has been revealed in a human face. It did not appear in an angel, but in one man, born in a specific 
Ɵme and place. By his incarnaƟon, the Son of God tells us that salvaƟon comes through love, acceptance, respect for 
this poor humanity of ours, which we all share in a great variety of races, languages, and cultures. Yet all of us are 
brothers and sisters in humanity! 

Our differences, then, are not a detriment or a danger; they are a source of richness. As when an arƟst is about to 
make a mosaic, it is beƩer to have Ɵles of many colors available, rather than just a few! The experience of families 
teaches us this: As brothers and sisters, we are all different from each other. We do not always agree, but there is an 
unbreakable bond uniƟng us, and the love of our parents helps us to love one another. 

OUR GRATITUDE – The unmatched generosity of St. John’s parishioners has again been 
shown in the outpouring of giŌs which have been given to needy children through our   
annual Angel Tree.  Many smiles will come upon many faces this Christmas! We collected 
$2600 in giŌ cards and provided giŌs for 9 children in 4 families.  A special thanks to the 
members of our Angel Tree CommiƩee for their invaluable assistance in coordinaƟng this 
very worthy project!  

SANTA’S VISIT! – We are most grateful to Santa for making a visit to our parish in early December, and are especially 
grateful for the help provided by Santa’s helpers, Diane Ryan and friends! 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY - Because Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, which is usually celebrated on the Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s Day, will be celebrated on 
Friday, December 30th. We hope that you can join us for our 8:30 Mass that morning.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS - CongratulaƟons to Colin Schurr and Lydia Krug who have each 
been awarded a $500 scholarship through the John & Helen Despot Scholarship Endowment.  

ALPHA AT ST. JOHN’S - ALPHA will be coming to our parish in January. Alpha is a series of sessions which explore the 
ChrisƟan faith. Each talk looks at a different quesƟon and is designed to create conversaƟon. No two Alpha’s look the 
same, but generally it has three key experiences in common: food, a talk and conversaƟon. RegistraƟon informaƟon is 
on the flyer included in this bulleƟn. You are encouraged to share the informaƟon with friends, neighbors and family 
who may be interested in aƩending. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  The opening words of the Gospel of 
John are why we celebrate Christmas, “The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came to be through him.”  The angel Gabriel greeted our 
Blessed Mother Mary with the Greek word Kaire! That means 
“Be joyful.” At Christmas Eve Mass we hear, “I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy; today a Savior is born for us, Christ the 
Lord.” 
Pope Francis opened his sermon on Christmas day last year by saying 
this: “Christmas is joy, religious joy, an inner joy of light and peace.” Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI shares this: “Joy is the true giŌ of Christ-
mas. We can communicate this joy simply: with a smile, a kind 
gesture, a liƩle help, forgiveness. And the joy we give will cer-
tainly come back to us… Let us pray that this presence of the 
liberaƟng joy of God shines forth in our lives.” Let us take that 
joy and change our lives and the lives of others. When we say 
“Merry Christmas” let us mean it with every fabric of our being. 
(Stewardship ReflecƟon, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 
2022/11/22) 

The December 10/11 Offertory Report is not  
available due to an early bulleƟn deadline. 

Catholic Ministries Drive 
January 1 - November 30 
GiŌs/Pledges     $41,025 

Goal - $42,211 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc,     
      17; Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40 
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Ps 128:1-5;     
      Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
      Lk 2:16-21 

Schedule for the Week 
Sunday, December 25 - The NaƟvity of the Lord 
10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  

Monday, December 26 - St. Stephen, The First Martyr 
8:30 AM - Mass for Leo & Cecelia Long requested  by 
 Dee Schmerbeck 

Tuesday, December 27 - St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
9:00 AM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by  
 Michele & Lance DeFrancisco  

Wednesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Carol Bismark & Donna Long 
  requested by Dee Schmerbeck  

Thursday, December 29 - FiŌh Day Within the Octave of 
Christmas 
8:30 AM - Mass for Duane Eichenlaub requested by  
 Linda Weyandt 

Friday, December 30 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 
Joseph 
8:30 AM - Mass For Barbara Neral requested by  
 Walt & Cecelia Bloom  

Saturday, December 31 - Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, The 
Holy Mother of God 

4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish  

Sunday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God 
8:00 AM - Mass for For Tom Semelsberger  
 requested by Bill & Norma Foose  
11:00 AM - Mass for Melvin Weyandt requested by  
 Donna Messner  

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST FEAST DAY MASS AND 
BREAKFAST: All parishioners are  
welcome to aƩend morning mass on 
Tuesday, December 27, at 9:00 AM to 
celebrate the feast day of St. John the 
Evangelist. AŌer Mass we are planning 
to go to breakfast at The Dream res-
taurant in Hollidaysburg. Please sign 
up on the kiosk if you’d like to come 
to breakfast so we can let The Dream 
know how many are coming. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE PARISH? One 
way to know is if you receive regular communicaƟons 
from us, such as offertory envelopes, robo calls or mail-
ings. If you do not receive at least one of these, then per-
haps you are not registered here. You may want to check 
with the parish office staff. Office hours are weekdays 
from 9 to 3  and our phone number is 814-942-5503. 

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN’S 
WITH FLOCKNOTE: To receive text messages or email up-
dates from St. John the Evangelist Church, text SJC1 to 
84576.  Your informaƟon will be completely safe and se-
cure and you can unsubscribe from any updates at any 
Ɵme! Make sure you click the link in the response and 
complete the registraƟon process. If you can’t complete 
this on your mobile phone, please go online to 
stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register. 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/St-
John-the-Evangelist-Catholic-
Church-113507735349570 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Janine Anna • Joshua Banks  
Bernie Beiswenger • Diane Blyler • ScoƩ Brenneman 

Dan Burley • Cari Ann • Cheryl Cherry  
Michelle Cooney • Ron Cunningham • Flo Dancha   

Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  
Charlie Elder • Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier  

Ed Garlena • Gerry Gonsman • Ashley Greslick  
Sherryl Hartman • Bill Hoefler • Don James  

Nancy James •  Tim Jimenez • Lisa • Elsie MacCullagh 
Sherri MaffeƩone • Genevieve Mathias  

Angela Mazzei • Susie Miller • Karrie McCall  
Sylvia Louise Mills • Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers  

Patricia Olson • Linda Pletcher • Mary Rajnish  
Ryan Raybuck • Allison Recker • BeƩe Richards  

Vicki Riley • John Rita •  Carol Rodgers  
Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph Bruce Shank  

Anne Showalter • Betsy Slat • Maria Spayd  
Mary Jo Stephenson • David Sunderland  

PaƩy Swanson • Rick Swanson • Tim Temofonte  
Marion Tessitore • Mary Truesdale • Kathy Wagner  

Lois Werfel   

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested  
for the repose of the soul of:  

Karen Price, daughter-in-law of Joan Price 
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

December 25: NO CLASS 
January 1: NO CLASS 
January  8: 9:15 - 10:45 Class 
     10th Grade Spring Session   
     10th Grade Rite of Commitment at 11:00 AM 
               Mass (Candidates & sponsors/parents) 

If you would like more informaƟon or have quesƟons, 
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email 

stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net.   

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Todays’ gospel reminds us 
God chose to enter human history in a family. By Divine 
design the salvaƟon of the world began in a family. Family 
was the best God the Creator could do for his Beloved 
Son. Jesus was our first Christmas giŌ.  Reprinted with per-

mission: A Family PerspecƟve by Bud Ozar.   

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: “In the ancient disciple-rabbi 
relaƟonship, the disciple would follow the rabbi so closely 
that he would be covered in the dust kicked up from his 
rabbi’s feet. Thousands of years later, though we walk on 
roads of pavement and not dust, we are sƟll called to be 
disciples – to follow our Rabbi, Jesus Christ, so closely that 
we are covered with his life, changed, and made 
new.” (Edward Sri) 
On January 8th we will begin a 6 week video series, Into 
His Likeness: Be Transformed as a Disciple of Christ. We 
will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:30 in the 
school cafeteria. We hope that you will consider joining 
us for food, fellowship, and the opportunity to deepen 
your faith. Please sign up on the kiosk so that we can or-
der materials. 

December Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis     
For volunteer not-for-profit organizaƟons  

We pray for volunteer non-profit organiza-
Ɵons commiƩed to human development; 

may they find people dedicated to the com-
mon good and ceaselessly seek out new 

paths to internaƟonal cooperaƟon. 

Thank you to those who are using 
Online Giving. Parishioners who use 
the service are pleased with how 
easy it is to set up and manage. If 

you have not yet signed up for Online Giving, please con-
sider this opƟon. By using Online Giving you are helping 
the parish improve our operaƟonal efficiency. Visit our 
parish website at www.stjohnsaltoona.org and select Do-
nate Now on the leŌ side of the page to get started. 



SCRIP TIPS: We will not be selling scrip this weekend or 
next weekend because of the holidays. However, you can 
download the RaiseRight App for scrip on your 
smartphone or laptop.  AŌer seƫng up the Raise Right 
app, you can buy most retail stores and restaurant giŌ 
cards within minutes.  (Unfortunately gas and groceries 
are not an instant opƟon). Get the app: hƩps://
www.raiseright.com/  

MASS SCHEDULE 
MONDAY - 8:30 AM  • TUESDAY - 8:30 AM   

WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM 
THURSDAY - 8:30 AM • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM 
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

CHRISTMAS AT THE BASILICA: Please join us on Tuesday, 
December 27 at 6 PM in LoreƩo, for a concert featuring 
the Saint Michael Children's Choir and the Basilica Choir, 
singing favorite Christmas Carols and the music of John 
RuƩer!  Enjoy the music and the beauty of our basilica 
during the Christmas Season!   

ST. ROSE OF LIMA CONTINUES WITH ITS HOMELESS SUP-
PORT PROGRAM: The St. Rose of Lima St Vincent de Paul 
Conference conƟnued with its Homeless Support Program 
with a collecƟon of hooded sweatshirts for use by Family 
Services in their homeless/needy programs. Through the 
month of November Parish members from St Rose and St 
John donated slightly worn and new hooded sweatshirts 
towards this worthy cause. St Pat’s also parƟcipated in 
the Hoodies program, but their collecƟon ran through the 
middle of December. A total of 216 sweatshirts, along 
with numerous hats/beanies, scarfs and gloves were de-
livered to Family Services by the Conference. You can visit 
our website at strosesvdp.org to see a picture of our Con-
ference in acƟon. 
Dan Weaver, St. Rose Conference president, said, “The 
members of the St. Rose of Lima SVDP Conference would 
like to say thank you to all the parish members who do-
nated to this noble cause. When we give to the poor, God 
indeed pours his love, peace and joy into our hearts, into 
our lives and into the hearts of those who are poor. God 
Bless You All!” 

SAINT JOHN’S BOWLING LEAGUE 
is looking for a few more bowlers 
to fill out our league roster.  

If you enjoy bowling and would like an occasional fun 
night out with fellow parishioners, please consider joining 
us. We bowl every other Friday night at 6:30 pm at Holi-
day Bowl. The second half of our season begins Friday, 
January 6th. To sign-up, or for more informaƟon, call Gary 
Johnson at 814-696-2683. 

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist 
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at 
stjohnsaltoona.org  and click on the My Own Church link 
on the leŌ side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your informaƟon. If anything has changed, go ahead 
and update your info, and our staff will be noƟfied. 
If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great 
Ɵme to create an account. On the Parish Website 
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the leŌ 
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our 
staff has received a request and verified your account, 
you can update your informaƟon. 
If you have quesƟons, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records! 



Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Christmas, 
“In Honor/In Memory Of”: 

 

Deceased family members requested by Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph Adams 
 
Frank Auerbeck & deceased grandparents 
requested by Mr. & Mrs. David Auerbeck 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Becker & Mr. & Mrs. Pat Madden 
requested by Mr. & Mrs. John Becker 
 
Sam & Hilda Neal requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Bernie & Julie Beiswenger & Mr. Stan Neal 
 
Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Walter 
Bloom 
 
William & Ann Brustle requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Karl Brustle 
 
Yolanda Bumann & Hedwig Bumann requested 
by Ms. Victoria Buda 
 
Jane & David Yingling, Mike & Joe Noel, David 
Ritchey & Travis Yingling requested by Ms. Jane 
Byrne 
 
Deceased members of the Hartsock, Hinkle, 
Gillinger & Wiedemer families requested by Mr. 
& Mrs. James Campbell 
 
Robert J. Cole, Carlo Risoldi family & Earl Cole 
family requested by Mrs. Mary Ann Cole 
 
Bob Cooney, Cooney family, Daus family, Bauer 
family & Baronner family requested by Mrs. 
Virginia Cooney 
 
Andrew Dancha, Jr. & deceased family members 
requested by Mrs. Florence Dancha 
 
Brooks family requested by Ms. Kathleen Felty 
 

Stephan Fix requested by Mrs. Brenda Fix 
 
Living & deceased family & friends requested by 
Ms. Nancy Fogel 
 
H. Joseph Fye requested by Mrs. Carolyn Fye 
 
Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 
Hord 
 
Russell & Dorothy Itell requested by Ms. Sharon 
Itell 
 
Gerald Miller family, George Jacobs, Jacobs 
family & Gayle Jacobs requested by Mrs. Doris 
Jacobs 
 
Joe & Annie Johnston requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Richard Johnston 
 
Sclafani, Yokitis, King, Veronese & DeMasters 
families requested by Mr. & Mrs. Ray King 
 
Justin Koch, Gregory Koch, Susan Koch, Rachel 
Lay & Estella Sellers requested by Mrs. Carrol 
Koch 
 
Deceased members of the Kociola, Woomer & 
Wirfel families requested by Mr. & Mrs. George 
Kociola 
 
David Litzinger requested by Mrs. Carole 
Litzinger 
 
Deceased family & friends requested by Mr. & 
Mrs. David McManuels 
 
Daniel & Dolores Kubitsky requested by Ms. 
Donna Messner 
 



Sinchak family, Margie Dzimiera, Regina Feryok, 
Lillian Balko, Marie & Gus Monios requested by 
Ms. Marian Monios 
 
Charles & Mary Jane Moore, Charles Kauffman & 
Janet Kauffman requested by Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Moore 
 
Moughemer & McCoy families requested by Mr. 
& Mrs. Dennis Moughemer 
 
Musselman & Steidle families requested by Mrs. 
Anna Musselman 
 
Marion & John Nagle requested by Ms. Barbara 
Nagle 
 
Ron Peschock requested by Mrs. Betty Peschock 
& family 
 
Dave Petrak requested by Mrs. Mary Petrak 
 
Guido Prosperi & Ida Prosperi requested by Mr. 
John Prosperi 
 
Living & deceased family & friends requested by 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reeder 
 
Deceased family members of Scerba, Ringkamp, 
Long & Daus families requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Chris Ringkamp  
 
Bill Schmerbeck, Leo & Cecelia Long, Donna Long, 
Diane Long, Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck & 
Carol Bismark requested by Mrs. Delellis 
Schmerbeck 
 
Thomas Semelsberger requested by Mrs. Fran 
Semelsberger 
 
Joseph Aungst, Sr. requested by his family 
 
Deceased family members of Aungst & Smith 
families requested by Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 
Smith & children Dustin & Jillian Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hurm requested by Mrs. Judy 
Sneath  
 
Dively & Spargo families requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Spargo 
 
Mary Stokes, Ben & Mary Magarosky, Elizabeth 
Kistler, Pastor John Pavlosky & Stella Perambo 
requested by Mr. Leonard Stokes 
 
Christine Stokes, Bob & Kathryn Ferrari & Helen 
Heffelfinger requested by Mr. Robert Stokes 
 
Stoltz & Dinicola families requested by Mr. 
Gerald Stoltz 
 
Swanger & Dodson family & friends requested by 
Mrs. Jeannie Swanger 
 
Niklewicz & Giska families & Joyce Jordan 
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Swanson 
 
Elmer Stokes, Louis Tessitore, Charles Stokes, Sr. 
& Carol Guminsky requested by Mrs. Marion 
Tessitore 
 
Pappy Joe requested by Mr. & Mrs. William 
Teufel 
 
Stoltz & Van Sickel families & Brian Klinger 
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Larry Van Sickel 
 
Maher family requested by Ms. Joyce Villani 

 



What is the 

Alpha Course? 

Alpha is an invitation to explore the meaning of Life and better 
understand one’s faith through the wisdom of knowing the 
meaning of life. 

 

Alpha leads participants to embrace their faith with pride and 
realize the depth and sacredness of the faith into which one is 
baptized. 

 

Alpha is a practical introduction to our Faith. It presents the core 
truths of the Christian faith. Alpha is Kerygma, a term when put 
simply, means the core message of Christian Faith which all 
believers are called to profess. Alpha is an invitation to the living 
hope that Jesus has been raised from the dead. 

 

When will it occur? 
Thursday Evening’s beginning January 19th  

Alpha begins with dinner each evening at 6:00pm 

                                    Video at   6:40 pm 

                     Small Group Faith Sharing at   7:15 pm 

                                   Closing at    8.15 pm   

 
 
 



Alpha Course 
St. John The Evangelist Church, Altoona, Pa. 

                            Evenings 
Date Talk Topic 

Jan. 19 1 Who is Jesus? 
Jan. 26 2 Why did Jesus die? 
Feb. 2 3 How can I have faith? 
Feb. 9 4 Why and How do I pray? 
Feb.16 5 What about the church? 
Feb. 23 6 Why and How should I read the Bible? 
Mar. 2 7 How does God guide us? 
Mar.9 No Alpha  

   
Mar. 10 Friday Retreat Weekend begins at 6:00 pm 
Mar. 11 Saturday Retreat begins at 7:30 am 

 8 Who is the holy Spirit? 
 9 What does the Holy Spirit do? 
 10 How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
 11 How can I make the most of the rest of  

My life? 
   

Mar.16 12 How can I resist evil? 
Mar. 23 13 Does God Heal today? Healing Prayer 

   
   Mar.30 14 CELEBRATION DINNER 

  Why and How should I tell others? 
 
Alpha is a series of sessions which explore the Christian faith. Each talk looks at a different question and 
is designed to create conversation. No two Alpha’s look the same, but generally it has three key 
experiences in common: Food, a talk and Conversation. 
 
Food: Food has a way of bringing people together. Most Alpha Sessions begin with Supper which is a 
great what to build community and to get to know one another. 
 
TALK: the talks are designed to engage and Inspire conversation. They are usually 30 minutes long and 
explore the big issues around faith while unpacking the basics of Christianity, and addressing questions 
from Who is Jesus, to Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 
DISCUSSION: The most important part of any Alpha is the chance to share thought and ideas on the 
topics presented in a small faith sharing group setting. Participants need not be knowledgeable on any 
topic. There is also no obligation to say anything. It is an opportunity to hear from others and contribute in 
an honest, friendly, and open environment. Alpha is an encounter which opens the heart to grasping what 
it means to be loved by God while creating a desire to be in an intimate relationship with the Lord. 
 

Registration Form for Alpha 
 
Name  
Address  
  
Email 
Address 

 

Cell Phone  
Parish  
 Male    Female 
 
Age (For grouping purposes): 
 18-25  25-35  35-55  55-65+ 
 
Do you have special dietary requirements? 
Do you require Gluten Free? 
Do you have any special needs? 
Please return by way of the Collection basket or to 
The Parish Office. 
Registration Deadline: Sunday, January 8th  
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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