
 

LECTORS 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - David Langguth,  
      Susanna Tomlinson 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,  
       Diane Turcovsky 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Gary Johnson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - Abigail Hovance, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller  
Sun. Nov. 27 - 11:00 AM -  Evie Koch, Estella Koch 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED,  NOT FILLED 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy,   
          Dolores Capriotti 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Larry VanSickel,
      Paula VanSickel, NOT FILLED  
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Ginny Reeder, Mary Truesdale, 
                 Mike O’Neill, Carolyn English 
Sun. Nov. 27 -11:00 AM -Marilyn Bevan, Walter Bloom, 
          Wendy Campbell, Patrick Podoletz 

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King  
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 

SCRIP 
Sat. Nov. 26 - 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, Julie Beiswenger 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Nov. 27 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph  

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

 PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 
Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
Joyce Cunningham - Parish Council President - jmsc1863@gmail.com 
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -  dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith FormaƟon Coordinator/Secretary -  stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -iristat38@gmail.com  
Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults -  mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

November Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 
For children who suffer  

We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and vicƟms of war; may they be guaranteed  access to educaƟon and 

the opportunity to experience family affecƟon. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS - Thanksgiving has been on the liturgical calendar for the United States since 1970. As is our 
parish tradiƟon, we will gather at 9:00 AM to celebrate the greatest prayer of thanksgiving, the Eucharist.  The BriƟsh 
writer and Catholic philosopher G.K. Chesterton is quoted as saying: “The worst moment for an atheist is when he is 
really thankful and has no one to thank.” Today, football games and dining room tables filled with food tend to over-
shadow the real meaning of Thanksgiving for American ciƟzens, even Catholic ones.  It is important for people to come 
together on this special day, celebraƟng that sense of community when we come together to thank God for our lives, 
our families, our freedom, our abiliƟes.  Do join us, won’t you?  

ADVENT CALENDARS - This Advent season we will again make available Advent Calendars. They are available in the 
Gathering Space for $3.00.   

ADVENT WREATHS (AND CANDLES) AVAILABLE - No Catholic home should be without an Advent 
Wreath to celebrate this beauƟful season of hope.  As we did last year, we are making these items avail-
able again this year. The cost of the wreath is $24.00, and a set of candles is $9.00. Sets of candles can 
also be bought separately! Orders can be placed by calling the parish office! 

AN IMPORTANT COLLECTION COMING UP!  The annual collecƟon that supports nearly 25,000 elderly religious sisters, 
brothers and religious order priests in the United States will take place in parƟcipaƟng dioceses on the weekend of De-
cember 10-11. The collecƟon, coordinated by the NaƟonal Religious ReƟrement Office (NRRO), distributes financial as-
sistance for reƟrement needs to eligible religious insƟtutes. Be generous when the Ɵme comes! 

FORMED - Formed is a powerful video and program library full of bible studies, topical series on the Sacraments, mov-
ies on the saints, books on tape and much more. Each and every parishioner can access this whole library of video con-
tent from their own homes! There are cards available in the vesƟbule or gathering space which detail how simple it is 
to start watching content on Formed.org.  Be part of a growing number of Formed Catholics!!! 

MASS SCHEDULE 

MONDAY - 8:30 AM  • TUESDAY - 8:30 AM   
WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM 

THURSDAY - 8:30 AM • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM 

SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES: InformaƟon for the Decem-
ber 18 bulleƟn is due Thursday, December 8. 

InformaƟon for the December 25 bulleƟn is due Wednes-
day, December 14. 

InformaƟon for the January 1 bulleƟn is due Wednesday, 
December 21. 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER: “The grandeur of his kingdom is 
not power as defined in this world, but the love of God, a 
love capable of encountering and healing all 
things.” (Pope Francis, Homily, November 20, 2016) Jesus 
comes to us without earthly glory but on a cross, 
crowned by thorns. It is in this moment of seeming weak-
ness and humiliaƟon, when all appears hopeless and lost, 
that the full breadth of His greatness as king is displayed. 
 What does this mean for us as His followers and stew-
ards of His kingdom? Precisely that our lives are not 
about us. Though all things were created through and for 
Him — Christ chooses to live enƟrely for others, for 
us! And, we will advance His kingdom to the extent that 
we embrace this mindset: my life is not about me; it is 
about serving Christ and others. How can you honor God 
through stewardship? (Stewardship ReflecƟons by Catholic 

Stewardship Consultants, 11/201) 

November 5/6 2022 
                Envelopes              $   5,053.00 
                Loose Offerings     $      810.00 
                Children’s Offerings   $          3.05 
                Parish Development  $        95.00 
                Catholic EducaƟon    $      105.00 
                All Saints Day     $        11.00 
                All Souls Day     $      121.00 
                Catholic ChariƟes   $         35.00 
                Thanksgiving     $        35.00 
                Christmas Flowers   $        25.00 
                Food Bank CollecƟon  $        10.00 
                Online Giving                 $   3,595.00 
                Total Offertory                   $   9,898.05 

Catholic Ministries Drive 
January 1 - October 31 

GiŌs/Pledges     $40,685 
Goal - $42,211 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6;  Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10-13; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1-3ab, 7-9; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-5;  
      Lk 21:20-28 
Thanksgiving Day (suggested): Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11;  
       1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Rv 20:1-4, 11 — 21:2; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7ab; Lk 21:34-36 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

Schedule for the Week 
Sunday, November 20 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe 

8:00 AM - Mass for Dave Petrak requested by  
 Mary Petrak 
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  

Monday, November 21 - The PresentaƟon of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

8:30 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  

Tuesday, November 22 - St. Cecelia, Virgin & Martyr  
8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by  
 His Nephew, Carl  

Wednesday, November 23 - Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by 
 The Becker Family 

Thursday, November 24 - Thanksgiving Day/St. Andrew 
Dũng-Lac, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs 
9:00 AM - Mass for Thanksgiving requested by  
 Marian Monios 

Friday, November 25 - Weekday 

8:30 AM - Communion Service  

Saturday, November 26 - Vigil of First Sunday of Advent 
4:00 PM - Mass for Grady Weyandt & Tiff Mickens  
 requested by Linda Weyandt  

Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent 

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  

11:00 AM - Mass for All of God’s People requested by  
 Altoona Catholic Daughters  

NO ADULT ED THANKSGIVING WEEKEND : Our Adult Ed 

six week series of sessions on LecƟo: Prayer, Finding 
InƟmacy with God  is held each Sunday between the 
8:00 and 11:00 Masses in the cafeteria. However, we 
will skip Sunday, November 27th because of the holi-
day weekend and finish on Sunday, Dec. 4th. 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Janine Anna • Joshua Banks  
Bernie Beiswenger • Diane Blyler • ScoƩ Brenneman 

Dan Burley • Cari Ann • Cheryl Cherry  
Michelle Cooney • Ron Cunningham • Flo Dancha   

Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  
Charlie Elder • Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier  

Ed Garlena • Gerry Gonsman • Ashley Greslick  
Norman HasƟngs • Bill Hoefler • Don James  

Nancy James •  Tim Jimenez • Lisa • Elsie MacCullagh 
Sherri MaffeƩone • Genevieve Mathias  

Angela Mazzei • Susie Miller • Karrie McCall  
Sylvia Louise Mills • Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers  

Patricia Olson • Linda Pletcher • Mary Rajnish  
Ryan Raybuck • Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • John Rita 

Carol Rodgers •  Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph 
Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter • Betsy Slat  

Maria Spayd • Mary Jo Stephenson • David Sunderland  
PaƩy Swanson • Rick Swanson • Tim Temofonte  

Marion Tessitore • Mary Truesdale • Kathy Wagner  
Lois Werfel   

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested  
for the repose of the soul of:  

Rodney L. GoƩshall, brother-in-law of Paula DeBiase 
Arthur Campbell, brother-in-law of Ron and Joyce  

Cunningham 
 May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

Sunday, November 20: 10th Grade GiŌs of the Holy   
     Spirit/Parables Retreat:  1:00pm-3:00pm at St.   
     Mary’s with check in at 12:45pm 
November 20: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM K-8 

November 27: NO CLASS 

 December 4: Family Advent Gathering 9:15 AM 
Followed by 11:00 Mass with our Faith FormaƟon  
Students parƟcipaƟng in the various ministries at Mass. 

December 11: 9:30 AM Breakfast with Santa 

If you would like more informaƟon or have quesƟons, 
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email 

stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net.   

SCRIP TIP: AŌer much anƟcipaƟon, the holiday season is 
here again! You’re busy with holiday giŌ shopping, meal 
planning and preparaƟon, and making Ɵme to see your 
family and friends at gatherings and parƟes. You don’t 
need to add “fundraising” to your list of to-do’s. Shop 
with scrip for all of your holiday needs so you can earn 
money for our parish  and love the holidays! 

Use Scrip on All Things Holiday 
GiŌ cards are great for giŌ giving, but you can also use 
scrip on everything you need this season, including: 

GreeƟng and holiday cards 
Holiday decoraƟons 
Food and ingredients 
Snowsuits, sleds, and outerwear 
Traveling for the holidays? Use scrip to book your 

flights, hotels, and rental cars. If you’re road trip-
ping to grandma’s house, grab giŌ cards for gas 
staƟons that you can register and reload along 
the way. 

QuesƟons? Talk to our volunteers at the scrip table in the 
Gathering Space, who will be happy to help you. 

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL:  Today’s gospel reminds us 
the Kingdom of Heaven is not like Disney’s Magic King-
dom. Admission to Christ’s Kingdom is paid with the cur-
rency of acceptance, forgiveness, aƩenƟon to the poor 
and love of one’s enemy. Reprinted with permission: A Family 

PerspecƟve by Bud Ozar.   

Our Parish Angel Tree is set up 

in the Gathering Space.  Tags 

can be picked up aŌer mass or 

during the week.  Church doors 

are open daily from 8:30am to 3:00pm.  You may not 

spend more than $40 per giŌ.  Return wrapped giŌs with 

the tags aƩached to the Gathering Space by Sunday, De-

cember 11, 2022.  Food tags (MarƟn’s or Walmart) are 

also available on the tree to purchase from our Scrip pro-

gram.  Simply purchase the giŌ card and aƩach the tag to 

it.  A designated box for these cards will be located on the 

scrip table.  These cards will be distributed to families in 

need by Catholic ChariƟes. 

GiŌs must be returned the weekend of December 11th so 

that delivery can be organized. Please contact the Parish 

Office with any quesƟons at (814) 942-5503. 

SHOP FOR A CAUSE THIS CHRISTMAS: Ten Thousand Vil-
lages is partnering with the State College Chapter of Cath-
olic Relief Services to offer a community shopping event 
on Saturday, December 3 from 11:00am to 6:00pm at 
their store at 1341 South Atherton Street. An exciƟng col-
lecƟon of handmade fair trade arƟsan giŌs are available 
and 15% of your purchase will be donated to Catholic Re-
lief Services in support of their agricultural, educaƟonal, 
and emergency relief work around the world. 

ADVENT RECOLLECTION: Saturday, December 3, at the St. 

Ann Retreat Center in Ebensburg. Time: 9:00 AM to 4:00 

PM. Spiritual Director, Rev. Mark PaƩock, OFM cap. 

DonaƟon: $40.00 includes lunch. For more informaƟon or 

to make a reservaƟon, call Sisters of St. Ann: 814-472-

9354. All are welcome! 



GIVING TUESDAY: #iGiveCatholic (Giving Tuesday) is Nov 

29! You can be part of the celebraƟon by giving to your 

favorite nonprofit (which we know is us!). Visit iGiveCath-

olic.org to find out more. We’re so excited to be a part of 

#iGiveCatholic! You can support our campaign by visiƟng 

iGiveCatholic.org and donaƟng on Nov 30. All funds donat-

ed will be used to upgrade the sound system in the church. 

OUR ANNUAL ADVENT OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be 
presented on Sunday,  December 11, at 7:00 PM. This 
year the Adult, Handbell and Youth Choirs have prepared 
a wonderful performance that includes some new music 
as well as some of the tradiƟonal songs and carols. There 
is no admission fee but 
donaƟons will be grate-
fully accepted  and used 
to support the music 
program here at St. 
John the Evangelist 
Church. 

SMALL FAITH SHARING GROUPS FOR ADVENT:  As part of 
the  NaƟonal EucharisƟc Revival, we will be forming Small 
Faith Sharing groups to engage in Faith Sharing with Eu-
charisƟc Readings during the season of Advent, using ma-
terials provided by the diocese. If you signed up to join a 
group, please pick up your booklet in the Gathering 
Space. MeeƟngs begin next week. For more informaƟon, 
please contact Jane Becker at 814-414-9836. 

ADULT HOODIE COLLECTION: Winter is just around the 
corner and the St. Rose SVDP Conference conƟnues to 
look for ways to share some warmth with the homeless 
souls in our community. The area homeless shelter con-
Ɵnues to be in need of adult sized hooded sweatshirts.  
To that end, we are once again asking you to assist us in 
meeƟng this need by donaƟng a slightly worn or new 
hooded sweatshirt to the homeless in our community. 
We will be collecƟng your donaƟons from now unƟl the 
end of November. There will be a box in the Gathering 
Space for your donaƟons of new or slightly used hooded 
sweatshirts. With our hearƞelt graƟtude, we are happy to 
collect the sweatshirts you wish to donate and get them 
to those in need. Thank you for your conƟnued generosity 
to the poor and needy and may God Bless You! 

PRO-LIFE CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE!  CiƟzens Con-
cerned for Human Life, Blair County Chapter, is offering 
Christmas cards for sale. Two beauƟful designs are 
offered, one enƟtled “Holy Family with Angel,” which de-
picts the Holy Family with the Infant Jesus. The other card 
is enƟtled “Peace on Earth,” and illustrates the NaƟvity 
scene in silhoueƩe against a nighƫme Bethlehem back-
drop. Packages of 11 cards are available for $8. Your pur-
chase helps support the pro-life work of CCHL in Blair 
County. To order, call Pat at 814-946-0681.  

OUR FAITH IN ACTION – TODAY’S SOCIETY OF ST. VIN-
CENT DE PAUL: 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) announces sea-
son 2 of “Our Faith in AcƟon: Today’s Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul,” which premieres with a special one-week 
event on EWTN Global Catholic Network November 28 – 
December 2 at 5:30 PM Eastern/4:30 PM Central. 
The series follows VincenƟans as they volunteer in their 
communiƟes, helping neighbors in need and sharing sto-
ries of Christ’s love. Each episode features VincenƟans 
across the country: 
• Episode 11: Finding New Beginnings (Chicago, Cincin-
naƟ, Detroit) 
• Episode 12: Feeding Minds and Bellies (Orlando, Madi-
son, Phoenix) 
• Episode 13: Homelessness and Home Visits (St. Louis, 
Los Angeles, Huntsville) 
• Episode 14: Helping Friends in Need Find Success 
(SeaƩle, Louisville, AusƟn) 
• Episode 15: Building Faith in People of All Ages (Fort 
Wayne, Atlanta, Lane County) 
To learn more about how to put your faith into acƟon 
with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, visit 
www.svdpusa.org 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 

receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. 

Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 

months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, 

or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems 

it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 

10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion 

or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to 

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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