THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 23, 2022

But the tax collector...

beat his breast and prayed,
“O God, be merciful

to me a sinner.”

Luke 18:13

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PUMPKINFEST SOUP SALE 2022

Thanks to all who prepared soup,
worked at the booth, bought our soup
1/ and made donations. Our total profit
I was $2500! Your generosity will go a
: J long way to help our Twin Parish in Haiti,

& especially in these tumultu-

ous times. Please keep our brothers &
sisters in your prayers.

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS
Sat. Oct. 29 - 4:00 PM - David Langguth,

Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Ginny Reeder,
Sun. Oct. 30 - 11:00 AM - Jim Campbell , Gary Johnson

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. Oct. 29-4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller
Sun. Oct. 30- 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Camille Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Oct. 29 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Oct. 30 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy,

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Oct. 29 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Carolyn English,
Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel
Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Mary Truesdale, Mike O’Neill,
Diane Turcovsky, Daniel Turcovsky
Sun. Oct. 30 -11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Mary Grace
Horton, Wendy Campbell, Patrick Podoletz
SACRISTAN
Sat. Oct. 29 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King
Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Oct. 30 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan

SCRIP
Sat. Oct. 29 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Becky Merilli

Dolores Capriotti Sun. Oct. 30 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. Oct. 30 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph
MASS SCHEDULE October Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

MONDAY - 8:30 AM e TUESDAY - 8:30 AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
THURSDAY - 8:30 AM e FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM

For a Church open to everyone
We pray for the Church; ever faithful to,
and courageous in preaching the Gospel,
may the Church be a community of
solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living
in an atmosphere of synodality.




I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

ADULT EDUCATION RESUMES! - After an extended break due to the Coronavirus, our Sunday morning Adult Ed will
resume this Sunday at the usual time — between the 8 and 11 o’clock Masses. Utilizing the FORMED program which is
now available to every parishioner (see below), the focus of this six week series of sessions will be Lectio: Prayer, Find-
ing Intimacy with God. Please plan on joining us for this inspiring series of presentations on the importance of deepen-
ing our life of prayer!

BECOME A NEW PERSON! St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, encouraged his followers to practice a five-step
Daily Examen to be used at the end of each day. Notice that it is not simply an examination of conscience in which we
tally up our sins, but an examen of the ways that we have encountered God through the day. Do this daily and you will
gradually become a new and more Christ-like person!

1. Become aware of God'’s presence and ask for His Light. See yourself as God sees you!

2. Give thanks for the many blessings that God has given you this day!

3. Ask that the Holy Spirit guide you as you review the events of the day!

4. Face the shortcomings you notice, where you came up short in being the person God calls you to be.

5. Look forward to tomorrow, noting where you will need God, resolving to stay even closer to Him.

DESPOT SCHOLARSHIPS! In memory of John and Helen Despot, again this year there are two $500 scholarships availa-
ble for any St. John students attending Catholic school, grades K through 8. Applications are available in the Gathering
Space or in the Parish Office. The application must be submitted by November 7™ and will be awarded in early Decem-
ber. We are most grateful to the Despot family for establishing this fund which provides these annual scholarships!

PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS! We are well aware of our need for vocations to the priesthood. This need is felt not only in
our own diocese, bit throughout the world, particularly North America and Europe. You will notice in the General Inter-
cessions offered at each Mass that we have included weekly a prayer for an increase in vocations. You are urged to lis-
ten attentively to these intercessions and to make prayer for vocations and important part of your daily prayer. As Je-
sus reminds us, “the harvest is great but laborers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into the har-
vest!”

FORMED - We are excited to announce that we have decided to invest in an online Catholic video database service
called Formed. Formed is a powerful video and program library full of bible studies, topical series on the Sacraments,
movies on the saints, books on tape and much more. Each and every parishioner can access this whole library of video
content from their own homes! Here is how you can start watching content on Formed.org:

Go to - https://signup.formed.org/
Search for the zip code 16602, and then select St. John the Evangelist Parish

Instructions on signing in and instructions on how to access Formed on different streaming devices (firestick or
Roku) or cell phones/tablets (10S or Droid) can be found on the formed website.
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' SOCIAL GATHERING: All parishioners
rand friends of St. John’s Church are

i invited to attend a turkey dinner pro-
tvided by Holland Brothers Meats on

i Thursday, November 3, in the cafeteria.
' The cost of $20 per person includes B4 S Paluoh Go. Inc. |
E appetizers, a complete turkey dinner, drinks, and des-

i sert. Appetizers will be served at 5:30 PM and dinner be-
' gins at 6:00 PM. Please sign up on the kiosk. Make checks
' payable to: StJohn's Church & drop in the collection bas-
i ket or take to the office. We do need a total count by

: Monday, October 24, so if you did not get a chance to

é sign up yet, please call the office - 814-942-5503.

Pray for
Vocations =—=

Lord Jesus Christ, shepherd of souls, who called the apos-
tles to be fishers of men, raise up new apostles in your
holy Church. Teach them that to serve you is to reign: to
possess you is to possess all things. Kindle in the hearts of
our young people the fire of zeal for souls. Make them
eager to spread your kingdom upon earth. Grant them
courage to follow you, who are the Way, the Truth, and
the Life; who live and reign forever and ever. Amen.




Thirtieth Sunday
/ in Ordinary Time
S October 23, 2022

_‘_b/'/ .~ The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds;

it does not rest until it reaches its goal,
# nor will it withdraw

,// till the Most High responds.

. - — Sirach 35:17-18a

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, October 23 - The 30" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Jim Showalter requested by
Bill & Jeanne Wieland
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
Monday, October 24 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
The Becker Family
Tuesday, October 25 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by
Rose Marie, Gloria, Regina, Geraldine, & Monica

Wednesday, October 26 - Weekday
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Thursday, October 27 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Helen Baca requested by
Family

Friday, October 28 - Saints Simon & Jude, Apostles

8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Susanna Tomlinson

Saturday, October 29 - Vigil of The 31* Sunday in Ordi-

nary Time

4:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of the Sclafani
Family requested by Mary & Ray King

Sunday, October 30 - The 31* Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Living & Deceased Members of the
Angelo Lapenna Family requested by Judy & Chuck
Stephens

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: One of the wonderful aspects of
stewardship spirituality is its balanced approach to all areas of life.
As stewards, aware of our total dependence on God for every-
thing, we come to Him in awe and gratitude and with an aware-
ness of the great dignity He has given us. The tax collector ap-
proached God recognizing who he truly was (a sinner)
and asked simply for mercy, leaving all the rest up to
God. This is how a good steward prays — with trust, with
complete openness to God’s will, with a listening mind
and heart, and ready to serve as God leads.

Trustworthy stewards practice humility, giving glory to
God for all things great and small. The good steward
knows he needs God, and that God has chosen to need
him in advancing the Kingdom. (Stewardship Reflections by
Catholic Stewardship Consultants, 10/2019)

October 8/9 2022
Envelopes S 4,003.00
Loose Offerings S 486.00
Children’s Offerings S 11.75
Parish Development S 61.00
Catholic Education S 5.00
Retired Priest Medical S 5.00
All Saints Day S 20.00
All Souls Day S 20.00
Online Giving S 2,546.00
Total Offertory S 7,364.75

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - September 30
Gifts/Pledges $39,555
Goal - $42,211

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Eph 4:32 — 5:8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 13:10-17
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33 or 5:2a, 25-33; Ps 128:1-5;

Lk 13:18-21
Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9; Ps 145:10-14; Lk 13:22-30
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 13:31-35
Friday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26; Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef; Lk 14:1, 7-11
Sunday: Wis 11:22 — 12:2; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;

2Thes 1:11 — 2:2; Lk 19:1-10

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Listen to Jesus in today’s gos-
pel: “who humbles himself will be exalted.” It is not the
occasional big events, but the daily humble routine of
family life which creates bonds and relationships which
last a lifetime. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar.

Our special Christmas angel will be
arriving in a few weeks at St. John’s.
Catholic Charities is currently re-
viewing all perspective recipients
for this annual event. We are once again looking forward
to another blessed season of sharing our resources for
this worthy cause.

A nye/ {ree

MASS FOR THOSE GRIEVING THE LOSS OF A CHILD: Bish-
op Mark will celebrate a Mass for those who are grieving
the loss of a child. This is for parents who may have lost
their child to miscarriage, or when their child was young,
as well as having lost adult children. The Mass is open to
parents, grandparents, and grieving relatives and friends.
The Mass will be held at St. Matthew Parish in Tyrone, PA,
on Sunday, November 6, at 10:30AM, with light refresh-
ments to follow. Registration is not necessary.

If you have any questions, please contact the Family Life
Office at the Diocesan Pastoral Center by calling 814-695-
5579 or emailing familylife@dioceseaj.org.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need.:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger ¢ Diane Blyler ® Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley e Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Charlie Elder ¢ Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier e Donna Harpster ¢ Norman Hastings
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez e Lisa
Bradley Johnson e Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ® Angela Mazzei ® Susie Miller
Karrie McCall e Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Donna Moyer
Ailani Myers ¢ Patricia Olson e Linda Pletcher
Mary Rajnish ¢ Ryan Raybuck e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e John Rita ® Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat ® Mary Jo Stephenson
David Sunderland ¢ Patty Swanson ¢ Rick Swanson
Tim Temofonte ® Marion Tessitore ¢ Mary Truesdale
Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested
for the repose of the soul of:

James Baird
May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

SCRIP TIP: Here are some ways you can earn with gift
cards every day without a lot of extra planning. All you
have to do is use gift cards to buy common items like
these—and brands automatically give back to your organ-
ization.

1. Gas & groceries: The household essentials that every
family needs. Pay for your weekly gas and grocery bills
with gift cards and watch your earnings add up.

2. Home improvement: Fall is a great time to get things
done around the house. From small touch-ups to large
remodeling projects, don’t miss out on the opportunity to
make your hard work pay off even more.

3. Date night: Whether it’s quality time with your signifi-
cant other or a few hours dedicated to the kids. Use gift
cards to get dinner delivered and watch a movie at home,
or plan a special night out. There are many entertainment
and dining brands to choose from.

4. Holiday gifting: Delivering presents without contact
just became way easier with the new ship to home fea-
ture, available only in our RaiseRight mobile app. Shop
physical gift cards from 250+ top-selling brands and have
them shipped directly to friends and family.

5. Employee appreciation: Do you own your own busi-

ness or manage a team? Show your appreciation for their
hard work with a gift card to their favorite lunch spot.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

October 23: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM
. 9th Grade Fall Session (The Creed)
1 10th Grade Fall session (Scripture)
; October 30: NO CLASS K-8 ,
* October 30: 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 11th Grade Fall Session .
! October 30: 1:00 PM TRUNK OR TREAT
I November 6: CLASS (Safety Lessons) 9:15 - 10:45 AM
i If you would like more information or have questions,
please contact Diane Ryan at 814-942-5503 or email

stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.
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St John the Evangelist ;;7::: :: irf:‘:
Church or treqt
309 Lotz Ave Altoona All ages
Sunday October 30th B:z'm’"e-’
1:00pm church parking lot 9"°nd3h:);3r:,,
and friengs
-n

All families are invited to dress up in their
best costume. decorate the trunk of their car,
and join us in the church parking lot. Each
family is asked to bring candy to share as
children trick or treat from car to car. We will
be palrmg up with the Lakemont Fire Hall
again this year for the Halloween parade
starting at 2pm. Help us make this a great
annual event for our parish and community!

A e

JOURNEY THROUGH LOSS AT ST. ROSE OF LIMA AND ST.
JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISHES: Have you, a family
member, or a friend experienced a significant loss
through death? Whether your loss was this year, or in the
past, you are invited to join the Journey Through Loss sup-
port group. We come together to share or to listen, to
connect with others who understand, to learn about com-
mon grief experiences, and to cling to Christ our great
hope. Journey Through Loss is a Christian based support
group. All faiths are welcome.

We will meet from 1:30-3:00 at the St. Rose rectory on
Thursday afternoons, for six weeks from November 3
through December 15™. To register or for more infor-
mation contact

Mary Petrak, (814) 502-6076 or mfpetrak@hotmail.com



OUR LADY OF LOURDES SHRINE TRIP: Come join Our Lady
of Lourdes for a trip to Washington DC on Tuesday, No-
vember 15th to tour the St. John Paul Il National Shrine
and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. Included in the cost of this trip is a dinner at
the Golden Corral in Frederick, MD. You will need to pack
a lunch that is scheduled to occur between the times of
the two tours.

Our day begins at St. John Paul Il shrine where we have a
guided tour of the sacred art and celebrate mass. After
this tour, lunch will be held in the shrine’s cafeteria. (This
cafeteria was closed during covid, and the kitchen has
remained closed ever since.)

After lunch, we continue our day with a guided tour of the
Basilica. We depart DC at 4:30 PM; dinner will be held at
the Golden Corral in Frederick, MD. The dinner includes
your meal, drinks, and taxes. Any gratuity will be an addi-
tional cost. Our bus will depart from Our Lady of Lourdes
at 6:30 AM; approximate arrival back to the church is
10:00 PM. The cost for this trip is $75.00; we need a mini-
mum of 35 individuals to sign-up and pay for the trip to
guarantee this price. Deadline to sign-up and pay for the
trip is Friday, November 4th. Reservations can be made
by calling Raystown Bus Lines at 814-944-2585. Must pay
by cash or check, make checks payable to: Duane Bordell.
Address: 1117 Logan Boulevard, Altoona, PA, 16602.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES ANNUAL HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE:
Saturday, November 5, 8AM-3PM. Breakfast 8-10AM
with Paula Binus homemade sweet rolls.

Lunch 11AM-2PM with homemade soups, ham potpie,
meatballs. Crafts, Homemade Lollipops, Baskets, Balloon
Pop, Kids Carnival.

Photos with Santa 11AM-1PM

We have elevator access!

! PASTORAL STAFF

: Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

i Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org

: Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

'Joyce Cunningham - Parish Council President -

i jmsc1863@gmail.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager -

' stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

i Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -
: dj219@msn.com

i Dlane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary -

i stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

: Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -
i iristat38@gmail.com

: i Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults -
! mark.krepich@gmail.com

i Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

TOASTY TODDLER COLLECTION: St. John’s Women'’s
Group is accepting donations of NEW- Hats, Scarves &
Gloves, Coats & Snowsuits for Boys and Girls for the
Toasty Toddler Program. Sizes needed-Newborn through
Toddler Size 5T and 4, 5, 6, 6x, 7, 8 or Small. There is a
box in the Gathering Space for your donation. Thank you!

ORGANIST NEEDED: An organist is needed for the 9:30
am Mass on Sundays at the Assumption Chapel, Altoona
(which is the Chapel associated with Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church). Please contact Fr. Frank at 814-942-8501
if interested.

FAITH UNDERSTOOD: Friday, October 28 at 7:00 PM in
the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel ~ Special
guest speaker Paul Zuccarelli ~ Allow his experience to
restore your faith! Paul suffered nine cardiac arrests after
surgery and was dead for two hours. He was graced to
witness heaven during this time. Come and hear his
amazing testimony of God's love and saving grace. There
is no charge ~ free will offering accepted.

*please note that handicap restroom facilities are not
available in the basilica at this time*

HUMANE SOCIETY COLLECTION: October 10th through
October 30th the Altoona Court of Catholic Daughters of
the Americas Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 ( https://
cda2625.com ) will be collecting the following items for
the Central Pennsylvania Humane Society ( https://
www.centralpahumane.org ): cat litter (any brand); stain-
less steel litter pans; kitten food; cat food; puppy food;
dog food; dog treats; toys-heavy duty; stainless steel pet
dishes; flat sheets, towels, blankets, etc.; collars and
leashes; paper towels; hand sanitizer; medium sized
gloves; garbage bags; and dust pans and brushes. You
can place the items you donate in the box provided in the
back of the church. Thank you very much for helping with
this project. If you have any questions, please contact
Jennifer using our online contact form at: https://
cda2625.com/contact.

THE FRIAR’S NOOK GIFT SHOP BRIDGE OPENING SALE!
The bridge leading to The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop is FINAL-
LY open, so come celebrate with us! Bridge Opening Sale
runs Oct. 24™-29" with 20% off all fall, Halloween, and
Thanksgiving items! Pick up your pumpkins and Tom Tur-
keys before they’re all gone, and save some cash while
you’re at it! Enter to win a $100 gift certificate with a $10
purchase through Oct. 31°'I New Christmas items hitting
the shelves every week!
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Wednesday, November 2, 2022
6:00 PM

In Memortam

St. John the Evangelist Parish Family will gather on this evening to pray,
remember, and to find hope. Everyone is welcome. We will remember all our
deceased loved ones.

During the Mass of Remembrance, there will be a special commemoration for
those who have died since last November and a candle will be lit in their honor.

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO THIS VERY INSPIRATIONAL EVENING.

If you wish to have someone who has died in the past year be remembered,
please complete the following and place it in the collection basket or return it to
the parish office by Monday, October 31.

Name of Deceased

Date of Death

Parish Member requesting memorial

| will be present. I will not be present.
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Though prayer is one of the essentials of a thriving faith, we often feel as if we're
talking to ourselves—or, worse, as if we're talking to no one at all. How can
something so vital to the Faith be so elusive? Lectio: Prayer was created to help us
find intimacy with God through effective, conversational prayer.

Join us to watch the series and develop a closer relationship with God.
Time: 9:15 AM to 10:45 AM

Place: St. John the Evangelist School Cafeteria

Dates: Beginning October 23. Classes held between the 8:00 and 11:00 Masses.

Contact: Mark Krepich - 814-932-2223 - mark.krepich@gmail.com

To register for your free FORMED account:
Go to - https://signup.formed.org/
Search for the zip code 16602, and then select St. John the Evangelist Parish

To find Lectio: Prayer and more great media, register for a free FORMED account at
signup.formed.org

FORMED




ITHIS WEEK ON

FORMED

Week of October 23, 2022

With God in Russia

Well known for his heroic story of surviving 24 years in Russian
prison camps, this film about the great Jesuit Fr. Walter Ciszek
traces his incredible endurance and struggle for survival. [t

highlights his tremendous faith in God, and the remarkable
impact his life has had on the resurgence of Catholicism in
Russia, as seen with on location footage from around the world.

The Last Things

This film presents the reality of death and what will
follow for every person: first the Particular Judgment
before God, and second, Heaven or Hell as our
destination for all eternity. The Catholic teaching on
Purgatory is also explained.

What Is Heaven?

Does neaven exist? Is heaven the eternal Church? Dr.
Michael Barber and Chris Stefanick clear up common
misunderstandings about heaven.

WIAT IS HEAVEN?

CHRIS STEFANICK DR. MICHAEL BARBER

SEARCH

CONTINUES

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

An offering from the AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE and IgRACIUS PREess




THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 23, 2022

But the tax collector...

beat his breast and prayed,
“O God, be merciful

to me a sinner.”
Luke 18:13

GOD’S VISION

In these waning weeks of the liturgical year, our readings present us with God’s
vision for the world, in which the prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds and
the humble are exalted in God’s sight. It is not always easy to follow Jesus, to
stand for justice, share love, and bring peace when there is so much division,

poverty, loneliness, and pain in our homes, workplaces, cities, and world. We
do not stand alone, however. We who are disciples and servants are assured
that the Lord will hear our petitions, stand by us, and give us strength as we

strive to bear withess to the good news of salvation.

THE LORD HEARS THE CRY OF THE POOR

It is easy for those who do not face food insecurity or homelessness to turn a
deaf ear to those who struggle for survival. We may regularly drive by the street
corner and ignore the person who stands there each day asking for help. We
might see the commercial on TV, hear the plea on the radio or in our church-
es, and yet not let the message in, ignoring not only the need, but the people
whose needs are great. The prophet Sirach and the psalmist tell us that the
Lord is not like us— God hears the cries of the oppressed, the orphan and wid-
ow, the vulnerable among us. As Christian disciples we are called to become
more like our loving, compassionate God who hears the cry of the poor.

DO WE?

Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel tells the story of two people. The Pharisee is
puffed up with his own importance. His prayer is more a statement of self-jus-
tification in which he positions himself as being above the rest of humanity. So
much so that he prays to himself, thanking God that he is so much better than
everyone else! The tax collector on the other hand raises his eyes to God and
acknowledges his sinfulness. He is the one Jesus says is justified, exalted in
God’s sight. What about us? Are we so puffed up with our own importance,
so caught up in the stuff of our daily lives that we fail to recognize our failings
or to see the needs of the people around us? This week, let us ask the Lord to
pierce our hearts, help us to genuine-
ly admit our failings, and truly live as

followers of the one who gave his life TODAY’S READINGS

so that all might live life to the fullest. Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
God hears the cries of the weakest Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23
and relies on us to respond. 2 Timothy 4:6-8

| 1ike 18:-0-14



Paul tells Timothy in a letter,

“I have finished the race; I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).

He wasn’t talking about running with his legs, though!

Wiite the words on the stopwatches in correct number order

onto the finish line below. This is what Paul meant!

©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year C * Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
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God's Word for Children
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time %}

Jesus told a parable about two people > %

who prayed to God for forgiveness (Luke 18:9-14). > i

One was proud, while the other was humble. |

The lesson of this story is below—but it needs changes. &

- Replace each incorrect underlined word by ‘"

_f writing the correct one (from the word bank) above it. E /
o y &
L YGOd wants most Christians (Word Bank) |
] !

to be proud when we lie

e il

74\? \

L

.:‘ I1f we are somewhat
g: (3 .
= |sorry, God is merciful

and won’t forgive our

goodness ,




The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
Psalm 34:7a

A NUMBER OF THINGS

Numbers are very important in the Bible. Sometimes they count something specific, such
as the Twelve Apostles. At other times they are symbolic of something, like the Trinity—three
persons in one God. The number three represents perfection.

Let’s do some religion math. To answer these addition and subtraction problems you will need
to know some of the important numbers in the Bible. Do the arithmetic and see if you arrive at
the correct totals given at the end.

Addition

The number of Gospels
+ the number of the persons in the Trinity =

The number of sacraments
+ the number of Commandments =

The number of days Jesus spent in the desert
+ the number of days Jesus spent in the tomb =
Subtraction

The number of Apostles
- the number of lepers Jesus cured =

The number of the days of Creation

- the number of parts of the Great Commandment = _______
The number of Beatitudes

- the number of loaves

- the number of fish =

Add the totals of all your addition answers. The correct answer is 67. If you didn'’t arrive at
that number, go back to check your work.

Add the totals of all your subtraction answers. The correct answer is 8. If you didn’t arrive at
that number, go back to check your work.

Extra credit

Add up the ages of everyone in your family. The answer is the number of years your family
has spent praying, honoring, and following the word of God. May you add many, many more
years to that number and use each one well.
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