- Take care to guard against all greed,
for though one may be rich,
one’s life does not
consist of possessions.

Luke 12:15
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I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

WHO’S IN THE HOSPITAL? Because the local hospitals do not notify parishes of those who have been admitted, it is of
great help to the parish for parishioners to notify us if you know of anyone who has been hospitalized! This enables us
to arrange for a pastoral visit! Many Thanks!

DAILY MASS: This is a perfect way to renew our love for the Eucharist. For the next three years the Catholic Church in
the United States is inviting every Catholic to participate in a Eucharistic Revival. This is essentially an invitation to
deepen our love for Christ! Here are just a few of the reasons why DAILY MASS can be an important way to grow in
our love for Christ in the Eucharist.
1) Daily Mass gives a person 30 Minutes of Peace. Whether you’re a stay-at-home parent or a 9-to-5er, a col-
lege student or a retired veteran, no matter your stage in life, you could probably use an extra half hour each
day to recharge.
2) Daily Mass Moves the Focus AWAY from Ourselves. Our busy schedules, our bills, our lives are always over-
run with our problems. At Mass we can put first things first.
3) Daily Mass is an Act of Faith, a moment a moment of personal testimony. When life seems to be getting you
down, and you can’t see the forest for the trees, fix your gaze on Christ.
4) Daily Mass can be your Dedicated Time for Prayer. We want to pray daily, but life offers way many distrac-
tions. Daily Mass gives you an appointed time to have a genuine encounter with Christ.
5) Daily Mass is your opportunity for a Genuine Encounter with Christ. Don’t we all need a friend to lean on?
To talk to? To trust? Jesus is the friend to whom we can open our hearts!

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - Children ages 3 to 6 years are invited to join us on a journey to discover their
relationship with God in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. In a specially prepared environment called the Atrium,
our young children will listen to Holy Scripture, explore the parables Jesus shared about the Kingdom of God, and work
with materials designed to aid their continued meditation, through the Holy Spirit, and further their relationship with
God. Our sessions for the 2022-2023 year will begin on Saturday, September 17, 2022. Registration forms are available
at the parish office and are to be returned by September 1. For more information and to schedule a parent orientation,
please contact Iris Tatar at iristat38@gmail.com

OUR ST. JOHN’S TIME CAPSULE - As was announced that our anniversary celebration, we are preparing a time capsule
that will be placed near the church, to be opened on the occasion of our 200" anniversary! We are looking for ideas
and suggestions on what it is that we wish to include in this time capsule. With any suggestions that you might have,
call our parish office! This will be an exciting adventure for those celebrating our parish centennial in 2121!

THIS WEEK’S SAINTLY COMPANIONS: ST. ALPHONSUS LIGOURI AND ST. JOHN VIANNEY.

St. Alphonsus Liguori (27 September 1696 — 1 August 1787), was an Italian Catholic bishop, spiritual writer,
composer, musician, artist, poet, lawyer, scholastic philosopher, and theologian. He authored 111 works on spirituality
and theology. The 21,500 editions and the translations into 72 languages that his works have undergone attest to the
fact that he is one of the most widely-read Catholic authors. He writes: “Acquire the habit of speaking to God as if you
were alone with Him, familiarly and with confidence and love, as to the dearest and most loving of friends.”

St John Vianney, the patron of parish priests, served the small village of Ars in the 19" century, where as many
as 100,000 pilgrims a year would come to hear him preach and confess their sins. He writes: “My little children, your
hearts are small, but prayer stretches them and makes them capable of loving God. Through prayer we receive a fore-
taste of heaven and something of paradise comes down upon us. Prayer never leaves us without sweetness. It is honey
that flows into the souls and makes all things sweet. When we pray properly, sorrows disappear like snow before the
sun.”

MASS INTENTIONS - Remember that the most beautiful way to remember a loved one is to have a Mass offered for
them. Masses are offered for the deceased members of our families and parish, but Masses can also be offered for the
living: someone who is sick, a graduate, a newborn, or for someone who has wandered from the faith. Masses can be
requested by filling out a Mass Intention Envelope which is available in the Gathering Space or by calling the parish
office!



Eighteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 31, 2022

Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain wisdom of heart.

— Psalm 90:12

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, July 31 - The 18" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
10:00 AM - Mass for Jean Joseph A. Blanc requested by
The Crevecoeur Family
Monday, August 1 - St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church
8:30 AM - Mass for Ted Steidle requested by
Anna Musselman

Tuesday, August 2 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Leroy Musselmn requested by
Anna Musselman
Wednesday, August 3 - Weekday
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Ron & Marilyn Adams
Thursday, August 4 - St. John Vianney, Priest
8:30 AM - Mass for Maria, Mother of Jimmy Nguyen
requested by Jimmy Nguyen
Friday, August 5 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by
Nephew Carl
Saturday, August 6 - Vigil of The 19" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
4:00 PM - Mass for 50th Wedding Anniversary
requested by Mary & Ray King
Sunday, August 7 - The 19" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Alex Marchi requested by
Ed & Debbie Ergler, Sarah, Levi & Emmersyn Marchi
10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Saint Paul reminds us how to
make decisions so that we can make the best use of the
gifts we have been given, “think of what is above, not of
what is on earth.” Too many people in our materialistic
world set priorities that are focused on wealth, status
and power. How foolish and naive! Jesus makes it clear
that life is not about “stuff,” “Take care to guard against
all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not
consist of possessions.”

Don’t be ashamed of living differently from the people
around you. Be confident as you set priorities based on
what is above. Christian stewards are wise in God’s eyes.
You will be rich in what matters most. What matters most
to you? (Stewardship Reflection, Catholic Stewardship Consult-
ants, Inc. 2019/8/02)

July 16/17 2022
Envelopes S 4,524.00
Loose Offerings S 277.00
Parish Development S 26.00
Peter’s Pence S 25.00
Food Bank Collection S 110.00
Online Giving S 1,978.00
Total Offertory S 6,940.00

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - May 31
Gifts/Pledges $37,875
Goal - $42,211

Restore! Repair! Rejoice!
Payments/Donations $183,826
Pledge Payments Committed (Not yet Received) $7,035
Total Payments/Pledges/Donations $190,861

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102;
Mt 14:13-21

Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21, 29,22-23;
Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14

Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13;
Mt 15:21-28

Thursday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 16:13-23

Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41;
Mt 16:24-28

Saturday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;
Lk 9:28b-36

Sunday: Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22; Hb 11:1-2, 8-19 [1
-2, 8-12]; Lk 12:32-48 [35-40]

https://www.facebook.com/St-John
-the-Evangelist-Catholic-Church-
113507735349570

FOLLOW US ON

facebook
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ONLINE OFFERTORY: If you find
. yourself away from St. John's for
'. any reason, you can continue to
‘ ‘ i express your gratitude to God
through the secure online giving
option that we have offered for
more than a decade. Join the many parishioners who al-
ready take advantage of it. From the parish website,
www.stjohnsaltoona.org, click on the "Donate Online"
page and follow the instructions to create an account and
schedule your contributions. You may continue to place
your envelope in the basket when you are present at
Mass - just check the "l gave online" box. You can also
mail your contribution envelopes to our office — 309 Lotz
Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602. Thank you!
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STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Kathy Felty ® Leann Frazier
Dr. Susan Gandy ¢ Donna Harpster ¢ Norman Hastings
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei * Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills e Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish ¢ Ryan Raybuck
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter e Betsy Slat ® Mary Jo Stephenson
Rick Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte ¢ Marion Tessitore
Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel
Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
We ask that when a person recovers you call the office

and have their name removed from the list.

BISHOP GUILFOYLE GOLF OUTING: Bishop Guilfoyle is
hosting a Golf Outing at Park Hills Country Club on Friday
August 12th. Sign-in begins at 11:30. Please contact Kim
at the BG Main Office 814-944-4014 to register your four-
some for a fun day of golf, food, and prizes. Funds raised
support student activities.

MASS FOR STUDENTS ENTERING OR RETURNING TO COL-
LEGE: Bishop Mark will celebrate the annual Mass for all
students entering or returning to college and their fami-
lies on Sunday, August 7th, at 7:00 PM at the Our Lady of
the Alleghenies Shrine in Loretto. Those who graduated
from high school in 2022 and are entering the military or
workforce are also invited.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: In today’s gospel Jesus
teaches us: “One’s life does not consist of possessions.”
We spend so much time working to obtain more stuff; we
don’t have time for the people in our lives. What is
enough? Are the words of Jesus, “You fool”, meant for
us? Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

NEW PARISH DIRECTORY: Our 2022 Parish Directory has
arrived! If you had a picture taken or submitted a photo,
your free directory is in the box in the center of the Gath-
ering Space. Extra directories will be available in the Gath-
ering Space for $10.00 each.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS !

Registration for the 2022-2023 Year is now open.
Please contact Diane Ryan for more information: 1
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net "
814-942-5503 .

- 2™ Grade Catholic School students must be registered to |

receive their First Communion at St. John’s in the spring.

9"-11" Grade Catholic School students must be .
registered to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.

ST. JOSEPH MISSION CHURCH SELF-GUIDED TOURS: Saint
Joseph Mission Church Hart’s Sleeping Place, Carrolltown
This historic Church, blessed by Servant of God, Demetri-
us Gallitzin himself on October 10, 1830, will be opening
for visitation and self-guided tours on the first Sunday of
the month, August 7th from Noon to 3:00 PM Please con-
tact Floyd or Marian Farabaugh for more information, or
to schedule other visits at 814-344-2601 or stjosephmis-
sionchurch1830@gmail.com.

SCRIP TIP: You spend a big portion of your monthly budg-
et on groceries and gas. By using scrip to pay for your reg-
ular grocery purchases, you can earn funds for our church
every time you shop. You pay face value and your gift
card is worth face value, but St. John’s earns a rebate on
every gift card you purchase. If you spend just $100 a
week on scrip grocery cards for Giant Eagle, Martins,
Weiss or Hometown Market, you can earn 4% of that for
St. John’s! Our scrip program has gift cards for Sheetz,
Martin Qil Co., Giant Eagle and Martin Food Stores in
stock. Earn from 3% to 5% of your total purchase for St.
John’s by purchasing these cards from us. Pick up a scrip
order form at the scrip table the next time you come to
mass and start ordering your grocery and gas gift cards
through scrip.

Want to use scrip but not sure which store you will be in?
The RaiseRight app for scrip can be your answer. Add up
the amount in your cart, use your smartphone to hop
online and purchase an egift card for the correct

amount. By the time you are checking out, the Scrip Gift
Card can be opened on your phone, and the cashier scans
it or punches in the numbers. This works in many restau-
rants also! Call the office for the code to register and link
your account to St. John the Evangelist Church.

For more information, contact our scrip coordinator,
Chris Palazzi at cpalazzi52@yahoo.com.

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

GETITON

Google Play

£ Download on the

o

@& App Store



MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT: The Mystery and Meaning
of Marriage. Due to requests, we are happy to make pos-
sible another opportunity for Married couples to experi-
ence firsthand the wonder, mystery, and joy behind that
first "l do" ... whether you said it last year or many years
ago. You are invited to participate in a one day retreat
offered Saturday, August 6th. The retreat will begin at
10:00 AM with coffee, donuts and bagels. The retreat
ends at 5:00 PM. The retreat will provide a time for pray-
er, inspirational talks, discussion and sharing, break-

fast, lunch and the possibility of Confession. Retreatants
are welcome to join us for an 8:00 AM Mass

(optional). This retreat will be hosted by the Sacred Heart
Sisters at 1872 Muster Rd. Portage, PA. For more infor-
mation or to register please contact Sr. Jacinta at sister-
jacinta@gmail.com or call 814-886-4459. Cost: free will
offering.

ST. AUGUSTINE CHURCH PICNIC: St. Augustine Catholic
Church, Dysart, Pa, is holding their Annual Church Picnic
on Sunday, August 7th. The picnic will feature a Chicken
BBQ dinner with homemade noodle soup served take-out
style from 11:00 AM to sold out. Cost of the dinner is
$14.00. Enjoy your dinner on the grounds while visiting
with friends and family. There will be kids' games, theme
baskets, bingo, and raffles. Please join us and enjoy a day
made for fellowship and memories. Thank you.
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WOMEN'S CONFERENCE: A dynamic and inspiring Catho-
lic speaker will headline the upcoming Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown women'’s conference “Women Find Strength in
Christ” on September 10, 2022, at Holy Name Parish in
Ebensburg. Kelly Walquist, founder of WINE: Women in
the New Evangelization, will be the keynote speaker. Also
presenting will be Deanne Miller and Colleen Scariano, co-
founders of SoulCore, a movement that nurtures a body
and soul through prayer and core strengthening exercis-
es. The conference includes Eucharistic Adoration, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and lunch. The cost is only
$10 per person. Please register online at dioceseaj.org or
pick up a hard copy registration form at any parish and
mail the form and a check to the diocese. The deadline for
reservations is August 31.

Our Lady of The Alleghenies Court No. 1755
Saturday, August 6. 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM
1200 N. Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg.
Large variety of good items.

Always a nice selection & variety.
Sorry, no clothes!

All are Welcome.

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. On the Parish Website
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the left
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our
staff has received a request and verified your account,
you can update your information.

If you have questions, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records!

DAY OF RECOLLECTION: Saturday, August 13, at Mount
St. Ann Retreat Center, 1120 N. Center St., Ebensburg, PA.
Spiritual Director, The Rev. Jude W. Brady, OSB from St.
Vincent Archabbey, Latrobe, PA. To reserve a place, call
the Sisters of St. Ann at 814-472-9354 . You can also
email: sistersann35@gmail.com.

PRAISE & WORSHIP WITH EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Holy Spirit Ministry will be having Praise & Worship With
Eucharistic Adoration on Tuesday, August 2nd at 7PM St.
Michael’s Church, Hollidaysburg.

Speaker Tessa Crider will give a witness talk. Tessa is a
recent graduate From Franciscan University and will be
teaching at Bishop Guilfoyle in the fall.



If you were
raised
with Christ,

seek what
is above,

where Christ &

is seated at
the right

hand of God.
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- Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass © 2008, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD. All rights reserved. Photo: Renata Sedmékovéa/Adobe Stock
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NOTHING EARTHLY LASTS FOREVER

“Teach us to number our days aright.” Is there a more wise and prudent prayer for
people of all ages than this verse from today’s responsorial psalm? As we savor the
lovely but limited days of summer we are reminded that nothing lasts forever. In to-
day’s first reading, the master teacher (Qoheleth) asserts “All things are vanity!” while
the Gospel of Luke describes the ease with which our possessions can possess us.
The second reading makes the point as well: “Think of what is above, not of what is
on earth.” We see the problem of wealth from both sides today—from the viewpoint
of the wealthy person who inevitably has to leave his riches to someone else and
from the perspective of the potential inheritor who is at odds with his brother over

how to divide their inheritance. The problem is clear; the wisdom is also.

YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU

Stephen Covey, in his book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, lists as his
second habit: Begin with the end in mind. Is that not the point of our scripture reflec-
tions today? We know we will die. We know we “can’t take it with us.” If you’ve ever
been tasked with cleaning out the home of a deceased person, you know how easily
once-treasured items simply become another burden to deal with. Or you may have
experienced how quickly the joy of owning the latest smart phone becomes as outdat-
ed as the model itself. So how do we think about all the stuff that we buy, accumulate,
fret over where to store, and pay taxes on? Heaven forbid if we ever have to move!

RICH IN WHAT MATTERS TO GOD

Luke sets us on the right path when he affirms that we must be “rich in what matters
to God.” Needless to say, he is not saying that possessions themselves are evil. To-
day’s psalm asks God—twice—to “prosper the work of our hands for us!” The dan-
ger is that, as one wag put it, “we never have enough of what we don’t really need.”
What does matter to God? What is the opposite of vanity? Kindness to one another,
mercy, forgiveness, generosity to the poor and needy—all of these remain beyond
death. These are what we can take with us when we die. The great mystery in all this
is that God is never outdone in generosity; the more we give away, the more we have.

July 31 is also the feast day of Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus
(Jesuits). He epitomizes richness in what really matters. His military and court aspi-
rations evaporated after he was seriously wounded in battle. His subsequent change
of heart led him to found one of the most

influential religious orders in the history y

of the Church. If the opposite of vanity is TODAY’S READINGS
wealth that remains after death, Ignatius Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

is most appropriately honored today. Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

o



God's Word for Children
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Look at what Paul told people to do in Colossians 3:2.
Some of the words are scrambled.
To help you rewrite them correctly, [i]
look at the words in the light bulbs.
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

. We must be careful not to become greedy or
IR h K |T O-P Ob oV i P N let the things we own become too important.
€ ( Instead we should become rich in what matters to God.
0 Arrange the coins in the treasure chest by number.
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TEACH US TO PRAY

We learned about prayer of thanksgiving and prayer of petition. This week we will
discuss three more: intercession, praise, and blessing and adoration.

Intercession is another word for petition, or asking, but with one difference. Prayer of petition
asks for things we need. Prayer of intercession asks that the needs of another be met. We hear
prayers of intercession during Mass. They might
include prayers for leaders of Church and
state, for people who are hungry, for
people living with the threat of war or
violence, for people who are sick
or dying. When you tell someone
you will pray for them, that is a
great gift and a responsibility.
Who would you include in
your prayers of intercession?

Prayers of praise give us
the chance to look toward
God. In these prayers we
recognize how great God
is and we say so. A prayer
called the Divine Praises is
usually pray after Benediction.
It includes praises like “Blessed
be God,” “Blessed be his holy
name,” and “Blessed be the Holy
Spirit.” What words would you use
to praise God?

The final form of prayer is adoration.
The “Glory Be” prayer is a good example of a
prayer of adoration.

Fill in the final three forms of prayer in the sections marked with I, P, and A in the circle. Try
to use all of these prayers during the week. You can decide to use a different type each day, or
you could make a spinner and use it to choose your prayer for the day. Each one of these prayers
is a good way to keep connected to God.
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. | Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor 8 of the Seq of the United States of America

Altoona  944-9365 ¢ Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home | Call us today at 860-398-1785 or email

David J. Mason, Supervisor 8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours. com

Hollidaysburg  695-1551 www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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': with in-home estimate
& free gutter inspection!

rd Rules: Al particpants who attend an

- LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we'll clean
it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, . o .

pine needes, and debris Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

) Plumbing,
- Durable, all-weather tested system not a MCAleer s l'leatiug,

N o flimsy attachment Since 1886
- - . © Roci . é
Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration g:;r::l;;ﬁ S&%‘Zi&ﬁ.ﬁ“m’e LNGLERT GL’I a rd ﬁ . Fre: :g::::::slfﬂ;t:;; l;:“[::'::ﬁs n:?—s]l'iedn::;:( Enalzleiz;llal\llork
/Il cl itters for fi

CALL NOW 412-528-1877 s = ~ Non-Smoking Employees ® An Altoona Tradition
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get 't. And forget lt. 1008 Chestnut Ave. * Altoona 9a>-7153
378660 St John the Evangelist Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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