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Mary .. sdtJ@es’;jAe
the Lord at his feet

listening to him speék.
Luke 10:39
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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. July 23 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Joyce Cunningham  Sat. July 23 -4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Karen Moughemer,

Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Ginny Reeder
Sun. July 24 - 10:00 AM - James Krug, Jim Campbell

ALTAR SERVERS

| Sat. July 23 - 4:00 PM - Abigail Hovance , NOT FILLED
' Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, NOT FILLED

Sun. July 24 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. July 23 - 4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,
Connie Baker
Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. July 24 - 10:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Bob Olson

Dennis Moughemer, Carolyn English
Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Paula VanSickel, Jane Becker,
Larry VanSickel, John Becker
Sun. July 24 -10:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Peg Madden
Patrick Podoletz , Dolores Capriotti

SACRISTAN
Sat. July 23 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. July 24 - 10:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan

SCRIP
Sat. July 23 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. July 24 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. July 24 - 10:00 AM -Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

OUR TRUE ST. JOHN’S SPIRIT SHINES AGAIN — Kudos to all those who came out to honor Father Nelson and Father
Norris, and to share a wonderful picnic together. Special thanks to all those who worked behind the scenes to prepare
and bring to life such a wonderful celebration!

PARISH COUNCIL SELECTIONS - Six new members were chosen to serve on Parish Council: Connie McManuels, Carolyn
English, Maria Spayd, Mary Truesdale, Barbara Harpster and Amber Yasolsky. Their term of service begins in Septem-
ber. It's important to emphasize that as we begin our second century as a parish, the role of pastoral council in vision-
ing the direction and growth of our parish will be most important. We are most grateful for the service of those now
going off council, and look forward to the energy and ideas which our new members bring.

AWAITING OUR FIRST PRIESTLY VOCATION - St. John’s has been blessed with the service of many devoted priests with-
in our first century. However, unless | am mistaken, our parish has not yet raised up one of its sons to serve the church
as an ordained priest. As we began our second century, let this be a goal; that we promote and nurture in our young
people vocations not only to the priesthood but also to the diaconate and religious life.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - Children ages 3 to 6 years are invited to join us on a journey to discover their
relationship with God in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. In a specially prepared environment called the Atrium,
our young children will listen to Holy Scripture, explore the parables Jesus shared about the Kingdom of God, and work
with materials designed to aid their continued meditation, through the Holy Spirit, and further their relationship with
God. Our sessions for the 2022-2023 year will begin on Saturday, September 17, 2022. Registration forms are available
at the parish office and are to be returned by September 1. For more information and to schedule a parent orientation,
please contact Iris Tatar at iristat38@gmail.com

OUR ST. JOHN’S TIME CAPSULE - As was announced at our anniversary celebration, we are preparing a time capsule
that will be placed near the church, to be opened on the occasion of our 200" anniversary! We are looking for ideas
and suggestions on what it is that we wish to include in this time capsule. With any suggestions that you might have,
call our parish office! This will be an exciting adventure for those celebrating our parish centennial in 2121!

PRIVATE MORALITY: SOCIAL JUSTICE. WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? Once upon a time there was a town which was built
beyond the bend in a river. One day some of its children were playing by the river when they spotted three bodies
floating in the water. They ran to get help and the townsfolk quickly pulled the bodies from the river. One body was
dead so they buried it. One was alive, but quite ill, so they put it into the hospital. The third was a healthy child, so they
placed it in a family who cared for it and took it to school. From that day on, each day a number of bodies came floating
around the bend in the river and, each day, the good charitable townspeople pulled them out and tended to them — bur-
ying the dead, caring for the sick, finding homes for the children, and so on. This went on for years, and the townspeo-
ple came to expect that each day would bring its quota of bodies. But during those years, nobody ever thought to walk
up the river beyond the bend, and determine “why” those bodies came floating down the river every day!

This story illustrates well the difference between private charity and social justice. Private morality has more to
do with personal charity, goodness and honesty. What the townsfolk did was most admirable, caring for those who
came floating down the river. Social justice, however, has to do with changing systems, which would require citizens to
walk up the river and determine why all the bodies are floating down the river, and do what could be done to prevent
this crisis.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Lord Jesus Christ, shepherd of

souls, who called the apostles to be fishers of men, raise
up new apostles in your holy Church. Teach them that to
serve you is to reign: to possess you is to possess all
things. Kindle in the hearts of our young people the fire of
zeal for souls. Make them eager to spread your kingdom
upon earth. Grant them courage to follow you, who are
the Way, the Truth, and the Life; who live and reign for-
ever and ever. Amen.

July Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For the elderly
We pray for the elderly, who represent
the roots and memory of a people; may
their experience and wisdom help young
people to look towards the future with
hope and responsibility.




Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 10, 2022

Christ Jesus . . . is the head of the body,
the church.

— Colossians 1:15, 18

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, July 17 - The 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Joseph Saad requested by
Lance & Michele DeFrancisco

Monday, July 18 - Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck & Family

Tuesday, July 19 - Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Sandy Rowland requested by
Dan & Giovina Whetstone

Wednesday, July 20 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger requested by
David & Jan Andrews

Thursday, July 21 - Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by
Doug & Kathy Shaffer

Friday, July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene

8:30 AM - Mass for Manuel Monios requested by
The Monios Family

Saturday, July 23 - Vigil of The 17" Sunday in Ordinary

Time

4:00 PM - Mass for Thomas Semelsberger requested by
Fran Semelsberger & Children

Sunday, July 24 - The 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Katherine Pacifico requested by
Michele DeFrancisco & Marian Monios

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Abraham offers a generous
welcome to three mysterious men. Saint Paul uses the
term “stewardship” to describe the particular mission
that has been entrusted to him. Jesus told Martha she
was anxious and worried about too many things, “There
is need of only one thing.” A Christian steward takes time
to listen as Mary did, giving Him the first priority of our
time no matter how busy we think we are.

Christ calls each of us to be stewards of our personal vo-
cation, which we receive from God. The challenge, then,
is to understand that role and to respond generously. But
be prepared, like Paul, to anticipate a share of suffering
as part of the privilege of being called His stewards. Who
are you willing to suffer for? (Stewardship Reflection, Catho-
lic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2019/7/19)

July 2/3 2022
Envelopes S 4,411.00
Loose Offerings S 422.00
Children’s Offerings S 5.00
Parish Development S 35.00
Catholic Education S 141.00
Peter’s Pence S 25.00
Catholic Register S 10.00
Online Giving S 3,446.00
Total Offertory S 8,495.00

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - June 30
Gifts/Pledges $37,875
Goal - $42,211

Restore! Repair! Rejoice!
Payments/Donations $183,826
Pledge Payments Committed (Not yet Received) $7,035
Total Payments/Pledges/Donations $190,861

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17,21, 23;
Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8;
Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10; Ps 71:1-4a, 5-6ab, 15, 17;
Mt 13:1-9

Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 26:6-7ab, 8-11;
Mt 13:10-17

Friday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9;
Jn 20:1-2,11-18

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11; Ps 84:3-64a, 8a, 11; Mt 13:24-30

Sunday: Gen 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-3, 6-8; Col 2:12-14;
Lk 11:1-13

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY e TUESDAY - 8:30 AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
THURSDAY e FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

SAINT ANN NOVENA: The Sisters of Saint Ann announces
the annual Novena in honor of their Patroness Saint Ann.
Monday, July 18 to July 26, at Mount Saint Ann, 1120
North Center St., Ebensburg, PA. The Eucharist celebra-
tion and devotion will be held every evening at 7:00 PM
outside of the shrine. The Most Rev. Bishop Mark
Bartchak will be the main celebrant for the closing of the
Novena, July 26th, on the feast of Sts. Joachim and Ann.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Kathy Felty ® Leann Frazier
Dr. Susan Gandy ¢ Donna Harpster ¢ Norman Hastings
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei * Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills e Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish ¢ Ryan Raybuck
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat ¢ Mary Jo Stephenson Rick
Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte e Marion Tessitore
Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Bernadine Farrell
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.
Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
We ask that when a person recovers you call the office

and have their name removed from the list.

THANKS TO OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Because of the
generosity and support of those businesses and individu-
als who purchase advertising space on the back cover of
our bulletin, we are able to provide you with news and
information about your parish and your faith. Take a look
at the ads that run every week, and patronize our adver-
tisers—and when you do, let them know that you're pat-
ronizing them because you saw their ad in our bulletin.
Then thank them personally for supporting our parish
community. For information on advertising please contact
J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629.

St. John's Bowling
League begins a new
season on Friday Sep-
tember 9th, continuing every other week through

April. We are a fun, non-competitive league that wel-
comes bowlers of all abilities. Last year we had 32 bow-
lers and we'd love for you to join us! Complete teams of
four can sign-up, or you can join as an individual or a cou-
ple and we will get you on a team. There is a sign-up
sheet on the kiosk in the Gathering Space for new and
returning bowlers. For more information, call Gary John-
son at 814-696-2683.

BOWingNew's

T AN
©1.8. Paluch Co., Inc.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Registration for the 2022-2023 Year is now open.
Please contact Diane Ryan for more information:
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
814-942-5503

- 2™ Grade Catholic School students must be registered to

receive their First Communion at St. John’s in the spring.

9"-11" Grade Catholic School students must be
registered to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Cell phones, emails, faxes,
texts and voice mails can reduce our lives to a continual
series of interrupted moments. Listen to Jesus in today’s
gospel: “You are anxious about many things” robbing us
of the precious time needed to BE with others. Quality
time is QUANTITY time. Reprinted with permission: A Family Per-
spective by Bud Ozar.

&

https://www.facebook.com/St-John
-the-Evangelist-Catholic-Church-
113507735349570

FOLLOW US ON

facebook

ONLINE OFFERTORY: If you find
yourself away from St. John's for
| any reason, you can continue to
express your gratitude to God
through the secure online giving
option that we have offered for
more than a decade. Join the many parishioners who al-
ready take advantage of it. From the parish website,
www.stjohnsaltoona.org, click on the "Donate Online"
page and follow the instructions to create an account and
schedule your contributions. You may continue to place
your envelope in the basket when you are present at
Mass - just check the "I gave online" box. You can also
mail your contribution envelopes to our office — 309 Lotz
Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602. Thank you!

ADORATION CHAPEL IN JOHNSTOWN: If you are in need
of some peace and quiet with our Lord who is longing for
you to visit, healing, time to pray for others...the Adora-
tion Chapel is the place for you! St Andrew, 1621 Ferndale
Ave, Johnstown. We are constantly looking to add adorers
to our lineup as well as substitutes to fill in when a com-
mitted adorer cannot make a scheduled shift. Each week
has 168 hours. The chapel is open Sunday afternoon-
Saturday morning each week. Consider giving one hour to
our Lord in spending time with Him. One does not need to
be a member of St Andrew parish in order to visit or com-
mit in any way. Visit https://Johnstownadoration.org or
call Terri Roy at (814) 255-5645 or email her

at terriamroy@gmail.com for more information.




&} flocknote

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN'’S
WITH FLOCKNOTE: We want to communicate more effec-
tively with you. In order to do this we use a simple service
called FLOCKNOTE. Like sending "notes" to your "flock".
This is all totally free for you to use and it's going to also
make it easy for you to stay plugged in to the ministries or
groups that you care about, all by text message or email
updates. Your information will be completely safe and
secure. And you can unsubscribe from any updates at any
time! To join, text SIC1 to 84576. Then after it responds,
make sure you click that link and complete the process. If
you can’t complete this on your mobile phone, please go
online to stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register.

CEREAL DRIVE: Just a reminder that we will continue to
accept boxes of cereal for the St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry. There is a container in the Gathering Space desig-
nated for St. Vincent de Paul cereal. This cereal drive is
not part of the 2nd Sunday Food Collection and continues
throughout the year. We hope you can help us out by
dropping off a box of cereal as you come in to Mass.

USE SCRIP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL SHOPPING : Although
summer normally means taking a well-deserved break
from school, it’s never too early for families to think
about back to school shopping, especially families with
college freshmen looking for dorm essentials. Pick up all
the gear your favorite students need for the new school
year and earn rebates at the same time! Fill those new
backpacks with pencils, pens, binders, and everything else
they need to be successful students.

Want to use scrip but not sure which store you will be in?
The RaiseRight app for scrip can be your answer. Add up
the amount in your cart, use your smartphone to hop
online and purchase an egift card for the correct

amount. By the time you are checking out, the Scrip Gift
Card can be opened on your phone, and the cashier scans
it or punches in the numbers. This works in many restau-
rants also!Call the office for the code to register and link
your account to St. John the Evangelist Church.

For more information, contact our scrip coordinator,
Chris Palazzi at cpalazzi52@yahoo.com.

Download our RaiseRight

mobile app

£ Download on the

S App Store

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Brian Norris - bnorris@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President -
inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager -
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -
dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary -
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - |
ristat38 @gmail.com

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults -
mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

OUTDOOR MASSES IN LORETTO: All the faithful of the
Altoona-Johnstown Diocese are invited to our outdoor
Masses every Sunday evening at 7 PM at the beauti-

ful Shrine of Our Lady of the Alleghenies. Outdoor Mass-
es will continue through Labor Day weekend- September
4, 2022. Please bring a lawn chair. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the Mass will be celebrated in the Basilica of
St. Michael the Archangel. The Chapel House of Father
Demetrius Gallitzin is not open for personal tours. How-
ever, we will be open for visiting hours this summer. The
hours that one may visit the Chapel House are: July 17,
July 31, August 14, and August 28 from 3:00PM to
6:00PM.

DAY OF RECOLLECTION: Saturday, August 13, at Mount St.
Ann Retreat Center, 1120 N. Center St., Ebensburg, PA.
Spiritual Director, The Rev. Jude W. Brady, OSB from St.
Vincent Archabbey, Latrobe, PA. To reserve a place, call
the Sisters of St. Ann at 814-472-9354 . You can also
email: sistersann35@gmail.com.

CAR CRUISE AND BLOCKPARTY — On Sunday July 31"
Queen of Angels Parish in Central City will be sponsoring a
Classic and Antique Car Cruise from 1:00 PM until 5:00 PM
at their St. John site (164 Wheeler Street — Central

City). Live oldies music will be provided by Americana
from 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM. The parish will be preparing
and serving food, beer, and soft drinks, as well as other
refreshments. All who have a classic or antique car, or
those who simply take pleasure in music and an evening
out are welcome to come and enjoy a day of cars, food,
and camaraderie. All proceeds benefit a local family who
recently experienced a tragic and unexpected loss. Any
questions can be directed to the parish office at 754-5224.
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ATTENTIVE TO GOD’S PRESENCE

Summer is in full swing and tent camping is often a memory-making part of it—some-
times just because of the difficulties of putting up the tent! In today’s first reading we
see Abraham sitting at the entrance to his tent and welcoming three unexpected
strangers. By the end of the story God’s covenant with Abraham is renewed with the
promise that Sarah will give birth to a son. Psalm 15 answers the question, “Lord,
who may abide in your tent?” The answer leaves little doubt about what is required to
live in the presence of the Lord. In his letter to the Colossians Paul confirms that “the
mystery” that was hidden from past ages is now being revealed. The Gospel account
of Martha and Mary’s ways of welcoming Jesus again emphasizes the central truth

that God’s promise of salvation is real and present—if only we would listen.

CHOOSING THE BETTER PART?

Is it possible to listen to the Gospel story about Mary and Martha without immedi-
ately “hearing between the lines” as Martha mutters to herself, “Why do | have to do
all the work around here?” Or without always feeling the sting of Jesus’ gentle repri-
mand of Martha? Without slotting our friends into either the “Martha” or “Mary” col-
umn? Without quickly “translating” the story into a lesson about the value of listening
over action? Interestingly, Mary never says a word in this story. All of the dialogue is
between Jesus and Martha. The importance of first listening to Jesus is, without a
doubt, essential to discipleship. We need to be deeply rooted in the Word of God if
we want to spread the Good News and stand firm in time of trial or temptation. Yet

what does that mean when guests need to be fed?

WHEN WORK BECOMES OUR PRAYER

We know that hospitality to strangers was a central value in the cultural world of Je-
sus. Abraham’s welcome of the three strangers at his tent was expected protocol for
the time. Sarah’s meal-making for the unexpected guests is blessed with welcome
news of a son—and the keeping of God’s promise to Abraham. Immediately before
the Mary and Martha story in the Gospel of Luke is the story of the Good Samaritan.
That parable is unwavering about the importance of action—of going out of our way
for others. In the Abraham and the Good Samaritan stories, action predominates. Yet
in the next chapter of Luke when a woman in the crowd shouts out, “Blessed is the
womb that carried you . . . ,” Jesus responds, “Rather, blessed are those who hear
the word of God and observe it.” Hymn-
writer Herman Stuempfle expresses well

the relationship between action and con- TODAY’S READINGS
templation when he writes that we thank G is 18:1-10

the Lord both for quiet time and for the Pse;;s? 5 2'_3 334 5

Word that accompanies us in our work Colesan n

and helps make that work a prayer. e 10-28_1



God's Word for Children
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Abraham and Sarah treated three strangers as guests, -
serving them food and waiting on them.

One of the strangers said that even though Sarah was old, [i]
she was going to have a son. .
Connect the letters in alphabetical order to see (9 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
where Abraham was when he saw the three men. =1 Miarha aind My were sisters.
i -~ One day Mary sat listening to Jesus
] while Martha did all the serving.

When Martha complained to Jesus, he told her,

"You are anxious and worried about many things" (Luke 10:41).
Fill in the missing letters that will finish this list of things
that can occupy too much of our time.

Then read the circles from fop to bottom
to see whom we need to stay focused on.

=] =]

=
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ANNE AND JOACHIM

Can you think of five words that describe your grandparents? Ask each person in your family
to add their own five words to the list. What do you call your grandparents when you talk to them?
What are some things you like to do with your grandparents?

On July 26 we remember St. Anne (her name means “grace”) and St. Joachim (his
name means “God will establish”), the parents of Mary, our Blessed Mother. That makes them
the grandparents of Jesus. Did you ever think about Jesus having grandparents like yours? What
do you think Jesus liked to do when he was with his grandparents?

We don’t know much about Anne and Joachim. They aren’t mentioned in the Bible, but our
Catholic tradition tells us that they were people who were faithful to God. They prayed for a child
for many years, and when Mary was born they dedicated her life to God. We can imagine that
they were good parents because we know that Mary loved God and lived a holy life doing God’s
will. She must have learned to do this from her parents, Anne and Joachim.

The basilica of Sainte-Anne-de-Baupré in Quebec is dedicated to Jesus’ grandmother. You can
take a virtual tour of the inside on its website. Like Mary’s shrine at Lourdes, many people travel
to Quebec and the church of St. Anne to pray for the grace of healing.

On the feast of St. Anne, try to connect with your grandparents. You can do that in many
ways. Share with them the words you used to describe them. Remember a time you enjoyed
spending with your them. Say a prayer thanking God for the blessing of your grandparents. If you
didn’t know your grandparents, ask a relative to tell you about them. Ask your parents about their
grandparents, too.

Dear qrandfather,

Dear Grandmother,
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Don’t Just Happen:
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