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Psalm 97:9

are the Most High over all the earth,
exalted far above all gods.

You, O LORD,
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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -

dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

LECTORS
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, Maria Spayd
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - James Krug, Susan Podoletz
Sun. June 5 - 10:00 AM - Bill Foose, Norma Foose

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Sadie Swope
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, Amber Yasolsky
Sun. June 5 - 10:00 AM - Bob Olson, Camille Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker,
Susanna Tomlinson
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. June 5 - 10:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED,
NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel,
Mike O’Neill, Ray Kennedy
Sun. June 5-10:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Peg Madden,
Dolores Capriotti, Wendy Campbell

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

SACRISTAN
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. June 5 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. June 4 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, NOT FILLED
Sun. June 5 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. June 5 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
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I A Few Words from the Pastor:

MEMORIAL DAY — Monday is our secular version of All Souls Day, and was originally called Decoration Day until 1971.
The years following the end of the Civil War in 1865 saw American communities tending to the remains and graves of
an unprecedented number of war dead. All of the previous wars and conflicts fought by the United States combined
would still not add up to the body count produced by the Civil War. On the first official Decoration Day -- May 30, 1868
-- Ohio Rep. James A. Garfield, a former general and future U.S. president, addressed a crowd of 5,000 gathered at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Please join us for Mass at 9:00 to pray for our departed veterans and family members.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE PASSION PLAY — On Friday | will be departing with over three dozen pilgrims to participate in the
historic Oberammergau Passion play, in the small Bavarian village of the same name. The story is this: according to
local legend, the play got its start in 1634 because of a vow made by the inhabitants of the village that if God spared
them from the effects of the bubonic plague then sweeping the region, they would perform a passion play every dec-
ade. After the vow was made, according to tradition, not another inhabitant of the town died from the plague. The
play is now performed in years ending with a zero, though it was cancelled at the time of the World Wars. The 2020
play is being performed in 2022 due to the outbreak of COVID-19. This magnificent performance take about 6 hours,
with an intermission for lunch in the village. This 42" Passion Play involves over 2000 actors, singers, instrumentalists
and technicians, all of whom are required to be residents of the village.

OUR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS! — We are most grateful to all who have participated in the celebration of our St.
John’s School Reunion on this Saturday, and look forward to our Gala celebration with Bishop Mark on June 26™!
Formal invitations for the celebration with Bishop Mark were mailed to parishioners. Get out the word! As the hymn
goes, “All are welcome.” Please RSVP by the end of May. We anticipate a good attendance!!

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL. The Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis has announced that the dioceses
of the United States are being invited to embark on a three-year National Eucharistic Revival. The theme for this Reviv-
al is "My Flesh for the Life of the World." Each Diocese has been invited into a mission of renewing the Church by enkin-
dling a living relationship and encounter with Jesus Christ through the Holy Eucharist, Eucharistic Adoration, Reconcilia-
tion, and Spiritual Enrichment.

Our Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown along with dioceses throughout the United States will launch in unity this
Eucharistic Revival on_Corpus Christi Sunday, June 19, 2022, with a 7:00 p.m. Outdoor MASS at the Shrine of our Lady
of the Alleghenies, Loretto, Pa, celebrated by Bishop Mark and Concelebrating Priests at 7:00 p.m. (Weather per-
mitting). Also included in this day will be EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in the Basilica of St, Michael, from 3:00 p.m. until
6:30 p.m. and the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION both indoors and outside also from 3:00 - 6:30 p.m. At the close of
Mass, a EUCHARITIC PROCESSION will take place from the outside Altar and around the Shrine area. Concelebrating
Priests, Deacons, the Knights of Columbus, Catholic Daughters, the Legion of Mary, and this years' First Communicants
as well as anyone who is able, are invited to join in the procession.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES! We rejoice with our 2022 graduates, from both our
public and Catholic High Schools: Jack Dixon, lan Durbin, Mitchell Ferris, Alexander Fix, Simon
Kormanski, Brooke Langenbacher, Blane McDowell, Alma Podoletz and Keaton Swope. We also
include our applause for those graduating from elementary school as well those who are com-
pleting their college experience! We know how much parents sacrifice for the education of their
children, and are grateful for all they do to prepare our young for the future!

May Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For faith-filled young people

We pray for all young people, called to
live life to the fullest; may they see in
Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth
of discernment, the courage that faith
generates, and the dedication to service.




Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 29, 2022

“Tam the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.”

— Revelation 22:13

©1.8 Paluch Co., Inc

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, May 29 - Seventh Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
St. John’s Staff

Monday, May 30 - Easter Weekday/Memorial Day
9:00 AM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger requested by
The Rice Family
Tuesday, May 31 - Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 AM - Mass for Mary Ann Rossman requested by
David & Bonnie Loth

Wednesday, June 1 - St. Justin, Martyr

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Geraldine J. Szcepanik requested by
Rich & Joyce Lowe

Thursday, June 2 - Easter Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Jean Joseph A. Blanc requested by
The Crevecoeur Family

Friday, June 3 - St. Charles Lwanga & Companions,

Martyrs

8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Deacon Sam & Carol Albarano

Saturday, June 4 - Vigil of Pentecost

4:00 PM - Mass for Rose Marie Nail requested by
Mary Ann Cole

Sunday, June 5 - Pentecost

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Orville Caldwell requested by
Barbara Bundy

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;
Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16;
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 1:39-56
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;
Jn17:11b-19
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;
Jn 17:20-26
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;
Jn 21:15-19
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31: Ps 11:4, 5, 7;
Jn 21:20-25
Sunday: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17;
Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: On the Feast of the Ascension,
we celebrate Christ’s triumphant return to the Father
after perfectly accomplishing His mission on earth. We
can also view this Feast as a celebration of the “launch
day” of our commissioning as Christ’s disciples. Embrac-
ing a stewardship way of life with its emphasis on the use
of time, talent, and treasure, helps us to live in such a
way that our lives speak as a witness of the Good News
of the Gospel. While we take the necessary time to re-
flect and renew our commitments in these three areas as
a parish, it is of great benefit to take some time individu-
ally throughout the year to take stock of the commit-
ments we have made within our strengths, and in areas
that are in need of improvement and growth. On this
Feast of “our launch day,” take some time to celebrate
your victories as Christ’s disciples and renew your com-
mitment to remain faithful to Him and the unique mis-
sion He has entrusted to you! (Stewardship Reflection, Cath-
olic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2022/05/03)

May 14/15 2022
Envelopes S 4,316.00
Loose Offerings S 567.00
Children’s Offerings S 6.00
Parish Development S 60.00
Ukranian Relief Fund S 20.00
Easter Offering S 50.00

Food Bank Collection S 70.00
Online Giving S 1,714.00
Total Offertory S 6,802.00

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - April 30
Gifts/Pledges $33,015
Goal - $42,211

Restore! Repair! Rejoice!
Payments/Donations $183,476
Pledge Payments Committed (Not yet Received) $7,385
Total Payments/Pledges/Donations $190,861

SUMMER OUTDOOR MASSES: All the faithful of the Al-
toona-Johnstown Diocese are invited to our outdoor
Masses every Sunday evening at 7 PM at the beauti-

ful Shrine of Our Lady of the Alleghenies. The first Mass
of the season will be celebrated May 29th! Outdoor Mass-
es will continue through Labor Day weekend- September
4, 2022. Please bring a lawn chair. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the Mass will be celebrated in the Basilica of
St. Michael the Archangel. The Chapel House of Father
Demetrius Gallitzin is not open for personal tours. Howev-
er, we will be open for visiting hours this summer. The
hours that one may visit the Chapel House are: June 5,
June 19, July 17, July 31, August 14, and August 28 from
3:00PM to 6:00PM.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ¢ Dr. Susan Gandy ¢ Donna Harpster
Norman Hastings ® Don James ® Nancy James
Tim Jimenez ¢ Lisae Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ® Angela Mazzei ® Susie Miller
Karrie McCall ¢ Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olsone Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz e Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter e Betsy Slat ® Mary Jo Stephenson
Tim Temofonte ® Marion Tessitore ® Mary Truesdale
Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel
Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
We ask that when a person recovers you call the office

and have their name removed from the list.

WELGE SCHOLARSHIP: Students registered at Blair County
Parishes who will be college juniors or seniors this fall
may apply to receive one of four $500 grants from the
Adelaide Welge Scholarship Endowment. Please visit the
“Grants & Scholarships” page of the Independent Catholic
Foundation website (www.icfoundation.us) to download
an application, which should be returned to the Founda-
tion no later than 4:00 PM, Wednesday, June 8. Award
recipients will be notified in July and announced on the
Foundation’s Facebook page.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: In today’s gospel Jesus
speaks of unity, not uniformity. With uniformity every-
thing is the same. Unity requires recognition and reconcil-
iation of differences. How do you reconcile differences in
your home? Do you listen respectfully or do you try to
manipulate or impose your opinion? The seeds of unity
and division are in every family. What we sow, we reap.
What is your family harvest? Reprinted with permission: A Fami-
ly Perspective by Bud Ozar.

PENTECOST PRAISE PARTY: The Holy Spirit Fire Family of
St. Al's in Cresson and Franciscan Friars of Loretto are in-
viting you to celebrate with them, a Pentecost Praise Par-
ty for the Vigil of Pentecost at 141 St Francis Dr, Loretto,
PA 15940, Saturday, June 4th at 7pm with Praise

and Worship, the Vigil Mass, Healing prayer and snacks.
Come join our thanksgiving praise of God for His loving
blessings and bring a friend.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Registration for the 2022-2023 Year is now open.
Please contact Diane Ryan for more information:
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
814-942-5503

- 2™ Grade Catholic School students must be registered to

receive their First Communion at St. John’s in the spring.

9"-11" Grade Catholic School students must be
registered to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.

FEAST OF ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CELEBRATION: Please
join us for a celebration honoring the Feast of St. Anthony
of Padua on Tuesday, June 13" at St. Bernardine Monas-
tery, Hollidaysburg. The event will include an outdoor
Mass, Blessing of St. Anthony’s Bread, and Blessing with
First Class Relic of St. Anthony. Mass will begin at 10:00
AM, followed by bread distribution. The celebration will
be rain or shine as it will be under a tent and please bring
a chair!

PERSONAL ASSISTANT FOR PARISHIONER NEEDED: Very
light household chores and light food prep along with
food shopping and driving to doctor appointments. Must
be 18 years or older and have own car. Can be male or
female. Hours are flexible - $13.00 per hour. Call after
11:00 AM — 814-941-8279.

100™ ANNIVERSARY NEWS

June 26: Our final event of our 100th
Anniversary year is on Sunday, June
26. Bishop Mark Bartchak will preside
at the 10:00 Mass that day, followed
by a luncheon at the Casino.

A formal invitation has been mailed to rF e 1
parishioners. Please RSVP by May 31 if it
you plan to attend lunch at the Casino.

If you did not receive an invitation in the mail, please call
the office - 814-942-5503.

THE ONLINE SHOPWITHSCRIP PROGRAM HAS A NEW
NAME: RAISERIGHT. You can shop like normal — while
you fundraise for St. John the Evangelist Church by using
scrip! The name has changed but you still get all your fa-
vorite brands. 750+ national and regional brands, with
new additions all the time. Choose from e-gift cards,
physical gift cards, and reloadable card options.

This is an easy way for you to help raise funds for the
church — with a convenient mobile app.

Get the app: https://www.raiseright.com/

@ RaiseRight.

Formerly ShopWithScrip




FAITH DAY JUNE 25, 2022: The Family Life Office of the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown invites you to join us for the re-
turn of Faith Day at Delgrosso’s Amusement Park! This year, Faith Day will be held on Saturday, June
25 in conjunction with the World Meeting of Families in Rome. While admission to the Park is always
free (opens @ 8am), for those attending Faith Day, Ride-and-Slide passes are reduced to $20! Nor-
mally, $31.95! The day will culminate with Mass with Bishop Mark at the large pavilion at 4:30pm.
Following Mass, we will share a meal. You must purchase a meal ticket in advance for $10/person,
which includes rotisserie chicken, penne pasta, salad, pickle, a roll, an ice cream cup and a beverage.
You can purchase a smaller children’s portion for $8, or a vegetarian meal for $9, which includes everything but the
chicken. This discounted dinner price must be purchased in advance by Friday, June 17, by using the order form in your
parish bulletin or going to our online ticketing page https://ajdiocese.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/
FaithDay2022atDelGrossosAmusementParkTipton

Or by scanning the QR code. Please note that if you would prefer to purchase through the park food vendors or restau-
rants, or to bring your own dinner, you are welcome to do so. We are looking forward to celebrating with you again!

FAITH DAY 2022 @ DEL GROSSO’S AMUSEMENT PARK, TIPTON World Meeting of Families 2022

The diocese will be hosting a picnic in Pavilion #2 following the 4:30 PM Mass. Any parish group or individuals interest-
ed in purchasing a ticket for the picnic may do so by using our online ticketing page
https://ajdiocese.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/FaithDay2022atDelGrossosAmusementParkTipton

which can be scanned on the QR code below, or this Order Form. Tickets MUST be paid for in advance.

This form can be copied and handed out as needed.

The meal includes DelGrosso’s famous rotisserie chicken, penne pasta, garden salad, pickle, roll, soft drinks and an ice
cream cup. Cost for the meal tickets are $10.00 for adults and $8.00 for children (12 and under) and $9.00 for the veg-
etarian option.

ONE IMPORTANT NOTE — Orders must be purchased by Friday, June 17",

Name of Person Ordering Tickets

Address

City/State Zip Phone

Parish/City

Number of Adult meal tickets _ X $10.00 =

Number of Vegetarian meal tickets X$9.00 =
Number of Child meal tickets X$8.00 =
Total Amount Due S

Pick up tickets at Pavilion #2

Make checks payable to the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Memo: Family Faith Day. Orders for meal tickets MUST be
received in the Family Life Office (2713 West Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601) no later than 10:00 AM on Friday,
June 17th. We need to turn our count in to DelGrosso’s!




Psalm 97:9

WAITING

This Seventh Sunday of Easter is a time of waiting, just as Jesus at his Ascension had
promised the coming of the Spirit, but had asked them to wait patiently. As we wait, we
are presented with visions of the future promised by God. In the Gospel, Jesus express-
es his deep longing for all of God’s beloved to be in unity with God. The passage from
Revelation concludes the Bible, envisioning the completion of God’s mission to heal
and reconcile with us. And in Acts, Stephen’s vision of Jesus at God’s side points to the
centrality of Jesus to make this come about. We continue Jesus’ ministry by healing and
forgiving as he did; by rejecting violence or seeking power over others; and by enduring
suffering when necessary. This time of waiting echoes the hope and anticipation we ex-
perience in all of life, as we await the final fulfillment of God’s promised future.

GOD’S PROMISES

We hear today from the conclusion of the Bible’s final book, in Revelation 22. John of
Patmos uses imagery to summarize the messages of his book: that God has been faithful
to humanity and to the chosen followers, even when they have not. God acts justly in
dealing with us, and also acts graciously in forgiveness. God is trustworthy, promising
a future beyond our greatest dreams, and working continuously toward its realization.
Jesus is revealed to be at the center of all God’s saving work.

Through all the imagery presented in John’s visions, the author wants his readers to
make a choice. In his environment, he asked for a choice between the idol of the Roman
imperial system, or of God revealed in Jesus. In our own time, each culture, always a mix
of virtue or of sin, has elements of idolatry that make false promises. When we encounter
these idols, do we fully trust God and God’s promises? Whom do we serve?

A CONVERSATION

The Gospel passage from John has the tone of overhearing a conversation. Jesus prays
with his Father for his small band of followers, and we get to listen in. This prayer con-
cludes his extended reflections at the end of the Last Supper in the Gospel of John. At
this critical moment, Jesus shows his deep longing that the community of disciples will
live in full unity with each other and with God, and then together embrace the world in
loving service.

Perhaps we might prayerfully imagine a similar conversation, of Father, Son, and Spirit,

about your own parish community. What might the Trinity consider about your own par-

ish? The conversation might include God’s longing that the parish be united, with each

other and with God. The Trinitarian conver-

sation might touch on precisely how the TODAY'’S READINGS

Spirit is working toward this unity, and how

together with the parish, God is embracing Acts 7:55-60

your neighborhood in loving service. What Psalm 97:1-2, 6-7, 9

else might they say? Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20
dlohn 17:-20-2A8



God's Word for Children

A, Kia

Q@ o T

The angel told the disciples that Jesus would come back,
bringing eternal life to all who trust in him.
Count the number of times you see the words “coming back.”
Wirite the number on the sun.

Ascension of the Lord

Here are some questions that will
r test your knowledge of the Ascension story.
Finish each sentence by circling the letter next to
the choice that you think is correct.
You can read the story in your Bible at Acts 1:1-11.

The disciples asked Jesus [ Jesus told +he disciples
i he was going to restore | they would receive power
the Kingdom of TIsrael. | when...
il | Jesus “old them... a.they traveled +o a L
a.they weren’t to know. certain city.
b. it would happen soon| D- they ate \Un?h
to wait fwo years. c. the Holy Spirit+ gave
= v = it to +them.
As the disciples ——_\ Two men in
white told +he disciples| 19

\ i watched...
a. Jesus walked away.

b. Jesus was taken up
into a cloud.

i . desus got ontk
COmlﬂg bGCk < s\fﬁguor% Soirlgeg °
) away.

Jesus would return

from heaven...

a. in the same way
he just left.

b. in the Fall.
. when it was dark.

i
© ).S. Paluch Co., Inc. ® 800-566-6150 * Year C * Ascension of the Lord
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner. ' ‘
1
és 3"’%‘_ .
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...as they were looking on, he was lifted up,

and a cloud took him from their sight.

Acts1:9

GOOD POPE JOHN

June 3 we will remember the anniversary of the
= —~ death of St. Pope John XXIII. This pope came from very
y i humble beginnings. He was born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli
in 1881 in Bergamo, ltaly, one of thirteen children. His
/ family was so poor that Angelo would walk to school
carrying his shoes so the leather wouldn’t wear out.

/ ~~ « | Angelo served in World War I as a chaplain and often
i worked as a stretcher bearer for the Italian army. He
"\‘\ ,’ worked in diplomatic missions and tried to create
\ - good relationships among Christians, Muslims,
\ ; and Jews. In Italy he was the National Director of
\ the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, and also
taught at a seminary in Rome.

\\~\~» A month before he turned 78, Cardinal Roncalli
N was elected pope. He took the name John, after his
father and the patron saint of Rome’s cathedral,
St. John Lateran.

As pope, John XXIII added to the number of cardinals in the college of cardinals. He wanted
to include men from different countries and cultures. He convened the Second Vatican Council
to examine the Church’s role in the modern world. With all his duties as pope he still found time
to visit hospitals, orphanages, and jails in the city. He often dressed in a simple priest’s cassock
and walked through the streets of Rome and talked with the people he met.

“Good Pope John,” as he was called, died on June 3, 1963. He was beatified by Pope John
Paul I in 2000. Pope Francis canonized him as a saint in 2014.

.

Let us pray that we can follow the example of this holy man. Let us work for peace and
understanding among all people. Like “Good Pope John,” may we walk among the poor and
reach out our hands to those in need.
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