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id to him,
Feed my sheep.
John 21:17
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St. John the Ev
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angelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

LECTORS
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd,
Joyce Cunningham,
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci,
Ginny Reeder
Sun. May 8 - 11:00 AM - Patrick Shurr, Donna Moyer

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller
Sun. May 8 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Evie Koch

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,
Connie Baker
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Bob Olson,
NOT FILLED

Congratulations to
Andrew Abraham, Erika
Yasolsky, Mai Linh Do,
Caitlin Conigy, Matthew
Woolridge and Ryan Donoughe,
who received the gifts of the
Holy Spirit in the Sacrament
of Confirmation at the
Cathedral on Tuesday, April 19.

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Carolyn English,
Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Jane Becker, John Becker,
Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky
Sun. May 8 -11:00 AM - Patrick Podoletz, Walter Bloom,
Wendy Campbell, Dolores Capriotti
SACRISTAN
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 8 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. May 7 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi
Sun. May 8 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. May 8 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY - Our second grade children have been preparing for their first Communion throughout
the year, and will receive the Eucharist for the first time this Sunday at the 11 o’clock Mass. We congratulate Levi Davis,
Sophie Grove, Violet Krug, Sophia Scaglione, Chloe Turscello and their parents on this most important day.

MAY CROWNING - At its simplest, May Crowning is a ritual celebrated in the month of May where an image or statue
of Mary is crowned with a wreath of flowers and honored as the Queen of Heaven and the Mother of God. But this
simple ceremony carries deep meaning for the Catholic faith. May has been Mary’s month since the medieval period,
when May was considered the end of winter and the start of a new season of growth. It’s a time for new beginnings
and the chance to begin with gratitude and devotion. There are many reasons she is considered the “Queen of Heav-
en.” She was a perfect follower of Christ, and so is considered the crown of creation. She is also the Mother of the Son
of God, Jesus, who is the King of Israel and the universe. And of course, she is the most important woman of our faith,
and our spiritual mother. Our May crowning here at St. John’s will take place at the 11 o’clock mass this Sunday.

KUDOS TO ALLEN CAPRIOTI - We are most grateful to Alan Capriotti, our artist in residence, for his willingness last
weekend to share his reflections on the art that has enriched our church, art which portrays the gospel of John, and
which reflects the faith of the artist.

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATRE - DAVID — We are taking a bus trip to Lancaster to Sight & Sound theater, to experience
their new show, David. In typical Sight & Sound fashion, there will be special effects, massive sets, and live animals.
Meet David, the shepherd, the warrior, the general, the poet and songwriter, the king of Israel - a man after God’s own
heart. Our bus departs from St. John's parking lot on Thursday, May 5, at 9:30AM, and will be returning about
10:30PM. The cost is $145, which includes bus, show ticket, and buffet dinner at Hershey Farms buffet. For reserva-
tions, call our parish secretary Diane Ryan, at 814-942-5503.

MARRIAGE PREP SESSIONS - A shout out to three couples from this parish who conducted marriage preparation ses-
sions here at St. John’s over the past three weeks for young couples from the Altoona area: Mike and Ashley Greslick,
Chris and Tyne Palazzi, and Pat and Sue Podoletz. We have an outstanding team of married couples and can be proud
of the contribution which they make in preparing young couples for marriage.

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE - Many thanks to all those who have already contributed to this year’s CMD. Our parish
goal is $42,211, and we have already received more than half that with pledges of $22,550. That leaves us a total of
$19,661 needed to reach our goal. Thanks in advance for your support of the various ministries in our diocese.

PASTORAL STAFF INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC FOUNDATION GRANT: Our Par-
ish is grateful to the Independent Catholic Foundation in
Altoona for a $970.00 grant to support the Catechisis of
the Good Shepherd. The gift was made through the foun-
dation’s new Impact Grant Program and was used for
training and materials. To learn more about the founda-
tion, you may contact them at (814) 201-2080 or visit the
website at www.icfdaj.org

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President -
inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager -
stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -

dj219@msn.com } ; }

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - May Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net For faith-filled young people

Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - We pray for all young people, called to
iristat38@gmail.com live life to the fullest; may they see in

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth
mark..krepich'@gmail.com of discernment, the courage that faith

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance generates, and the dedication to service.




Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive power and riches,
wisdom and strength,
honor and glory and blessing.”

— Revelation 5:12

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, May 1 - Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass for Melvin C. Weyandt requested by
Linda Weyandt

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Monday, May 2 - St. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor of the

Church

8:30 AM - Mass for Mary Ann Rossman requested by
David & Bonnie Loth

Tuesday, May 3 - Saints Philip & James, Apostles
8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Deacon Gene & Family

Wednesday, May 4 - Easter Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger requested by
Marilyn Bevan

Thursday, May 5 - Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Dave Petrak requested by
Mary Petrak
Friday, May 6 - Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Stan DiBias requested by
Mary & Ray King
Saturday, May 7 - Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM - Mass for Robert J. Cole
requested by Mary Ann Cole

Sunday, May 8 - Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

EASTER CANDLE: Our 2022 Easter Candle was donated in
memory of Barbara Neral.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;

Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69
Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-3, 5; Rv 7:9, 14b-17;

Jn 10:27-30

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: In the Gospel we find the Apos-
tles dejected and discouraged. Poor Peter decides to
throw in the towel on the whole disciple thing and go
back to his old way of life, declaring, “I’'m going fishing.”
The other apostles decide to follow him. But Jesus is with
them in their “back slide.” He is waiting for them on the
shore and even makes them breakfast. This constant pro-
cess of turning back to the Lord is the essence of a stew-
ardship way of life.

Good stewards are not necessarily those who have mas-
tered some perfect formula for the giving of time, talent
and treasure. Good stewards simply have more confi-
dence in the goodness of the Lord than fear of their own
failure. They get back up after each fall. And little by little,
good stewards find themselves becoming like the “after
Easter Disciples.” Saint Peter and the apostles rejoiced in
being persecuted for living as Jesus’ disciples. Are you as
“guilty” as they were? Can you be convicted of feeding
and tending his sheep?” (Stewardship Reflection, Catholic
Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2022/04/5

April 16/17, 2022

Envelopes S 3,353.00
Loose Offerings S 1,158.00
Children’s Offerings S 3.50

Parish Development S 50.00
Catholic Education S 5.00
Catholic Home Missions $ 50.00
Holy Thursday S  602.00
Good Friday (Holy Land) $  620.00
Easter Offering S 4,583.00
Easter Flower Offering S 75.00
Ukrainian ReliefFund S 230.00
Food Bank Collection S 10.00

Online Giving S 2,746.00
Total Offertory $13,410.50

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $183,451
Pledge Payment Committed $7,410
Total Pledges/Donations $190,861

Catholic Ministries Drive
January 1 - March 31
Gifts/Pledges $22,550
Goal - $42,211

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Jesus invited the disciples to
“Come and have breakfast.” At this beach breakfast and
the Last Supper Jesus teaches us meals should be more
than eating. Family meals are opportunities to share pray-
er, listen to each other’s stories, understand and support
one another. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by
Bud Ozar.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Betty Dennis ¢ Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ¢ Dr. Susan Gandy ¢ Donna Harpster
Norman Hastings ® Don James ® Nancy James
Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore e Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson e Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ® John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter e Betsy Slat ® Mary Jo Stephenson
Tim Temofonte ¢ Marion Tessitore e Mary Truesdale
Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel
Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
When a person recovers, please call the office and have

their name removed from the list.

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling — Summer
June - September 4™, 2022

Time to schedule for the Summer months.
Please give us the dates for which you are NOT available
for June through September 4™ (Labor Day Weekend).
If you have internet access please update your profile in
Ministry Scheduler Pro. There is a link from our parish
website (https://stjohnsaltoona.org) and a link in the
email reminder you will receive soon.
There are cards available in the church gathering space
for those who do not have access to the internet.
Please update your profile online by midnight, Sunday,
May 15" or fill out a card and leave it in the box in the
church gathering space.
Family members may fill out one card front and back.
Thank you.

THE EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES OF THE WORLD: Will be on
display at St. Aloysius Hall, May 8 to 14. There is a lot to
see, read and learn, so plan to visit more than once. While
you are enjoying hospitality, you can watch a short film on
Carlo’s life and your children can watch a longer cartoon
he created on the life of Jesus. His life’s ambition was to
get others to establish a “friendship” with Jesus which he
enjoyed himself. Come and see!

Exhibit Schedule: Sunday, May 8: 9am-4pm; Monday-
Friday, May 9-12: 5-8pm; Tuesday & Thursday, May 10 &
12: 9-11am; Saturday, May 14: 8am-Noon.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

May 1: May Crowning & First Holy Communion at the
11:00 AM Mass

We are now accepting registration

1 forms for the 2022-2023 Year.

| Please contact Diane Ryan for more information:
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

£ Download on the

GETITON
» Google Play

& App Store

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS: Members
from Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 will be in the back of
church, Sunday, May 1st before and after the 11:00 AM
Mass, so drop by to learn more about this wonderful or-
ganization of women. Our primary focus is Spirituality
and Service. Our motto is Unity and Charity. If you are at
least 18 years of age and want to affiliate with Catholic
women who enjoy working together and helping those in
need, please meet with them. You can also learn more
about our local court activities by visiting https://
cda265.com/ or contact us at https://cda2625.com/
contact/

Our next business meeting will be on Monday, May 9,
2022, at Saint Rose of Lima Social Hall. Enter through the
double glass doors between the Maria Parish Center and
the School off of 6th Avenue and 56th Streets. If you
would like to say the Rosary with us, please arrive at 6:15
PM to get settled in; the Rosary begins at 6:30 PM and the
business meeting beings at 7:00 PM.

Please consider registering to
use Online Giving instead of

. weekly envelopes for contribu-
tions to our parish. This can be
very convenient when you are
unable to attend mass at St.
John’s. The application provides you a convenient option
that you may access at any time. Your gift will be trans-
ferred from your preferred method of payment directly
to our parish. There’s no need to share any sensitive ac-
count information with parish staff. We have implement-
ed Online Giving because it is convenient, safe and se-
cure, and simple. You can start, stop and change your
contributions at anytime. Sign up by visiting our parish
website: stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate Online
which is below Parish Information on the left side of the
page and complete the online registration form.




THE DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN
Has openings for the following positions:

Accountant: Catholic Charities

Administrative Assistant: Visitation Parish

Administrative Assistant: Church of the Transfiguration

Parish

Cafeteria Worker: Holy Name School

Care Coordinator: Martha & Mary Homeless Shelter

Communications Coordinator: Diocesan Communica-

tions Office

Director of Religious Education: St. John Vianney Parish

Executive Program Assistant: Diocesan Education Office

Facilities Manager: St. Joseph Catholic Academy

Financial Secretary: Queen of Archangels

Housekeeper: Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

Maintenance/General Laborer: Church of the

Transfiguration

Maintenance/General Laborer: Divine Mercy Catholic
Academy

Maintenance/General Laborer: St. John Vianney Parish

Program Coordinator: Diocesan Stewardship &

Development Office
School Principal: Lock Haven Catholic School
Teachers: Various Diocesan Elementary Schools

The annual Catholic Minis-

Catholic tries Drive supports 14 min-
Ministries istries through which peo-
Drive ple are accompanied in

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN their jou rney.

Thank you for supporting
these vital ministries with sacrificial gifts of prayer and
treasure. 100% of your gift goes directly to these minis-
tries! Our parish goal is $42,211. To date, we’ve received
$22,550. Thank you to all who have already contributed.

MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 29, 2022
with a televised Mass Celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23 and will rebroad-
cast that night at 9:00 p.m. on the Atlantic Broadband
channel 9. All spouses will be acknowledged and remem-
bered at Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse
through death throughout the Altoona-Johnstown Dio-
cese are invited to register by contacting the Family Life
Office 814-317-2643 or email familylife@dioceseaj.org.
When registering, please give your name, address, phone
number and the name of your spouse who has passed
away. The last day to register is Tuesday, May 24, 2022.
The event is sponsored by the Diocesan Family Life Office
and the Catholic Ministries Drive.

St. John’s Church

100th Anniversary Events

Save the Dates!

Sant o the et Chor
120202 100 e

St. John’s School-Lakemont-Alumni Reunion

Saturday, May 28, 2022
Dinner following 4:00pm Mass in the cafeteria
School Menu to include “Chicken & Toast Cups”
Sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or by calling
the office at 814-942-5503 to RSVP

100" Anniversary Mass & Reception

Sunday, June 26, 2022
10:00am Mass with Bishop Mark at St. John’s
Lunch at the Casino at 12:30pm
Formal Invitations will be mailed

We look forward to seeing you at these events!
Please call the office with any questions!
814-942-5503

GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION: |n preparation for our May
28 and June 26 100th anniversary events, we would like
to have our grounds in top shape. Thus, we are having
mulch delivered the week of May 9 and will have it put
down after clean-up of any leaves and weeds. We are
asking for available able bodied parishioners of all ages
to join us either Friday, May 13, or May 14, Saturday,
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 for this endeavor. Bring your
own tools if you wish. Refreshments will be provid-

ed. Religious education students going into 9th, 10th or
11th grade next fall will be able to earn service hours. If
you have any questions please call either Joyce Cunning-
ham (phone 814-873-5678) or Ginny Reeder (phone 814-
215-4775).

SPRING HOUSEKEEPING: Your donations are the lifeblood
of the Saint Vincent DePaul Society. Aside from monetary
donations, they also accept clothing, furniture, household
items and other reusable items for sale at the Thrift
Store. With spring just around the corner, many of us are
doing our spring housekeeping early. Therefore, we
would ask that you please keep us in mind and donate
what you can to the store Donations are accepted Mon-
day through Friday from 9 am to 4:30 pm and Saturday
from 9 am to 12:30 pm. You can drop off your items at the
store, located at 1215 7th Avenue, Altoona. Thank you
and God Bless




| HIRD SUNDAY

Faster

John 21:17

CHURCH

The Easter season provides us an opportunity to reflect upon who we are as Church, in
light of the first experiences of Jesus’ followers. From today’s Gospel, we realize that all
we do is founded on our friendship with and trust in Jesus, as witnessed in Jesus’ dia-
logue with Peter. From Revelation, in the image of Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb, we can
anticipate suffering for the sake of love for God and for others. From the apostles’ bold
speech in Acts, we remember that when we stay true to the Gospel, even at great cost,
we must always embody God’s forgiveness toward those who resist God’s invitation. The
early Church struggled to understand how to live the way of Jesus, and we can expect no
less struggle for ourselves. And like them, we may also know the joy of growing friend-
ship with God along the way.

OBEYING GOD

In the first chapters of Acts, the apostles venture out energetically, soon after Pentecost, to
proclaim the risen Jesus. Today’s reading shows the Sanhedrin, the formal religious body
that had condemned Jesus shortly before, now threatening the apostles. The Sanhedrin
likely feared that Jesus’ followers would, in vengeance for the Crucifixion, stir up a riot or
even aviolent revolt. The apostles, consistent with Jesus’ own dealings with the authorities,
proclaim Jesus’ message of God’s forgiveness of everyone, and refuse to incite violence.

It is a great challenge, as Peter said, to “obey God rather than man.” Throughout history,
when groups of God’s people, inspired by God’s dream for a just and free world, have
spoken out non-violently against injustice and oppression, they have sought to obey
God’s summons. We the Church, while always mindful of the dangers of self-deception,
are similarly called to discern and obey God in our own time and place.

REPEATED QUESTIONS

In today’s Gospel, John sets the scene for Jesus’ encounter with Peter, sitting by a
“charcoal fire.” There is just one other mention of a charcoal fire in John’s Gospel: when
Peter warms himself while awaiting Jesus’ trial, and Peter goes on to deny knowing
Jesus, three times. The evangelist directly links Jesus’ three questions of Peter, “do
you love me?”, to Peter’s three denials. Through his repeated questioning, Jesus helps
Peter to face his actions fully, and to accept forgiveness fully as well.

When God invites us into prayer, we may be invited to enter into deep conversation with
God about our lives. God can pose the same questions to us, again and again over time,
to face what we might prefer to avoid: Can

you forgive someone who has hurt you? y

Can you be more generous? Can you let go TODAY’S READINGS

of obstacles to becoming more loving? And Acts 5:27-32, 40b—~41

even: Do you love me? Jesus’ encounter Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12a, 13b

with Peter suggests that we can face such Revelation 5:11-14

questions with deep trust in God. Tahn 94-1-19 [1_141



After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples
and made them breakfast on the seashore.
Then Jesus asked Peter if he loved him. Peter said he did.
These pictures show what Jesus told Peter to do.
Find and circle five things that are in the first picture
but not the second.
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Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
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God's Word for Children

hid

Third Sunday of Easter

When Jesus and his disciples had eaten together,
Jesus told Peter to take care of his sheep.
He meant that Peter and the other disciples were to
tell everyone about him
so that people would love him and
follow him as the disciples themselves did.
Use the picture clues from the Bible story (John 21:1-19)

to fill in the crossword.
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FEED MY LAMBS

Today’s Gospel (John 21:1-19) tells the story of
the time after the Resurrection when Jesus helped
the apostles catch a large net full of fish. They
didn’t recognize him until they pulled in a catch
so large they could hardly handle it. Afterward, on
the shore, Jesus prepared a breakfast for them of
bread and some of the fish they had caught. When
they ate this meal, they realized that Jesus really
was with them. Do you remember another time
when Jesus fed many people with loaves of bread
and fish (John 6:1-14)? Do you remember a time
when Jesus shared a meal of bread and wine with
his friends (Luke 22:7-20)?

This is the time of year when many parishes
celebrate First Holy Communion. Children are
preparing to receive Jesus for the first time and
share in the Eucharistic meal. They remind us how
important it is always to be prepared and desire
to receive Jesus. Once we have received Jesus
we cannot keep him to ourselves. Jesus reminds
us that we must continue to bring him to others.
Do you know anyone who will be making their
First Communion this year? Are you one of those
children?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(#1391-1397) tells us that each time we receive
Holy Communion “fruits,” or wonderful things,
happen. Most importantly, we grow closer to
Jesus. Our venial sins are forgiven and we are
strengthened to resist mortal sin. Finally, the
people of our Church become more firmly united
in doing Christ’s work of serving the poor.

In the pictures of the host and chalice, write
some of the ways that receiving Jesus can help you
do some or all of these things.
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