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“Have you come to believe
because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have
not seen and have believed.”
John 20:29
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PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS SACRISTAN
Sat. Apr. 30 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Sat. Apr. 30-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Joyce Cunningham, Sun. May 1 -8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 1 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, Sun. May 1 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
Diane Turcovsky SCRIP
Sun. May 1 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Sat. Apr. 30-4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi
Dave Auerbeck Sun. May 1 -8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
ALTAR SERVERS Sun. May 1 -11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

Sat. Apr. 30 - 4:00 PM -Ryan Donoughe, Abigail Hovance
Sun. May 1 - 8:00 AM - Amber Yasolsy, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 1-11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Sat. Apr. 30 -4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,
Connie Baker

Sun. May 1 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. May 1 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. Apr. 30-4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Betsy Lloyd, NOT
FILLED, NOT FILLED

Sun. Apr. 1 - 8:00 AM - Larry VanSickel, Charlie Moore,
Paula VanSickel, Lou Ann Clark

Sun. Apr. 1-11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Peg Madden,
Marilyn Bevan, Dolores Capriotti

Saint John the Evangelist Church
1921 - 2021 « 100 Years




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

CONFIRMATION THIS SPRING - On Tuesday of this past week our candidates for the sacrament of Confirmation were
confirmed by Bishop Mark at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. We are very proud of our young people as they
continue their journey of Discipleship: Andrew Abraham, Caitlin Conigy, Mai Linh Do, Ryan Donoughe, Matthew Wool-
ridge, and Erika Yasolsky. We keep them in our prayers as they mark this new beginning in Christian adulthood!

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY - Our second grade children have been preparing for their first Communion throughout
the year, and will receive the Eucharist for the first time next Sunday, May 1, at the 11 o’clock Mass. We congratulate
Levi Davis, Sophie Grove, Violet Krug, Sophia Scaglione, Chloe Turscello, and their parents on this most important day.

PARKING IMPROVEMENTS! We are most grateful to Dave Auerbeck and his crew for the improved parking by the par-
ish center. Please note that there is now a space for handicap- parking. We have also added a connecting sidewalk be-
hind the gymnasium, linking the rectory sidewalk to the parish hall and center. Your contributions to our Renew! Re-
pair! Rejoice! campaign has made this improvement possible!

AN “EASTER OF WAR” - Pope Francis lamented an “Easter of War” as he prayed for peace in Ukraine and around the
world. In his Easter Vigil homily, Pope Francis spoke of bringing Christ’s light into days “marked by the horrors of war”
through gestures of peace and acts of compassion. “Let us make Jesus, the Living One, rise again from all those tombs
in which we have sealed him. Let us bring him into our everyday lives: through gestures of peace in these days marked
by the horrors of war, through acts of reconciliation amid broken relationships, acts of compassion towards those in
need, acts of justice amid situations of inequality, and of truth in the midst of lies.”

DEACON GENE ON VACATION - Our prayers and best wishes to Deacon Gene who leaves this Sunday for a well-
deserved vacation. This extended time away will give him ample opportunity to reconnect with family members near
and far! We pray that he will return to us renewed and refreshed!

HELPING THE HOME MISSIONS! This weekend the Catholic faithful across the United States will “strengthen the
Church at home” by giving to the Catholic Home Missions Appeal. The annual collection through the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) supports dioceses and eparchies in the United States and its territories that are unable to
sustain basic ministries without outside financial help. To learn more about the appeal and those who benefit from this
appeal, visit www.usccb.org/home-missions.

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE - Many thanks to all those who have already contributed to this year’s CMD. Our parish
goal is $42,211, and we have already received more than half that with pledges of $22,550. That leaves us a total of
$19,661 needed to reach our goal. Thanks in advance for your support of the various ministries in our diocese.

MEET THE ARTIST — Allen Capriotti’s beautiful artwork will be highlighted after each Mass this weekend, April 23 and
24, in a self-guided tour of the Frieze depicting the Gospel of St. John. All are invited to stay for a closer look at his
paintings. Allen will be on hand to answer any questions and provide additional information. We certainly appreciate
all the work Allen has done to provide this beautiful artwork, which he began working on in 2012.

100™ ANNIVERSARY NEWS

May 28: We would love to see many of our former St. John's students at the St.
John's School Alumni Reunion on Saturday, May 28. Mass is at 4:00 PM. We will be
serving Mrs. Price’s famous chicken and toast cups after Mass in the school CAFETE-
RIA. You can sign up on the kiosk if you are planning to attend, or call the office at
814-942-5503 or email stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net to RSVP. We don’t want to
run out of toast cups! Pass the word to former attendees of the school!

June 26: Our final event of our 100th Anniversary year is on Sunday, June 26. Bishop
Mark Bartchak will preside at the 10:00 Mass that day, followed by a luncheon at the
Casino. A formal invitation will be mailed to parishioners after Easter with all the in-
formation on the meal at the Casino . All former parishioners are welcome to attend.




Second Sunday of Easter
(or Sunday of Divine Mercy)
April 24, 2022

Once I was dead,
but now I am alive forever and ever.

— Revelation 1:18a

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, April 24 - Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of
Divine Mercy)
8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
Monday, April 25 - St. Mark, Evangelist
8:30 AM - Mass for Lee Wilson requested by
Barbara Bundy

Tuesday, April 26 - Easter Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Marilyn Bevan

Wednesday, April 27 - Easter Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Mark & Jane Krepich

Thursday, April 28 - Easter Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by
Rose Marie, Gloria, Regina, Geraldine & Monica

Friday, April 29 - St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin & Doctor

of the Church

8:30 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Helen Sylvia Campbell

Saturday, April 30 - Vigil of Third Sunday of Easter

4:00 PM - Mass for Fred Mazzarella
requested by Karen Mazzarella

Sunday, May 1 - Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass for Melvin C. Weyandt requested by
Linda Weyandt

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;

Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;

Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk 16:9-15
Sunday: Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;

Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Today, the Second Sunday of East-
er, is Divine Mercy Sunday. Our Gospel reading from St. John is
often called the story of “Doubting Thomas” but the passage
involves so much more than the encounter with the skeptical
apostle. It is rich with lessons of Christ’s mercy to all, including
an encouraging word from our Lord especially for us, His mod-
ern-day disciples. While Thomas traditionally takes all the bad
rap for his doubts, we see that none of the Apostles were at
their best when Christ first appeared to them after His resur-
rection. They were actually in hiding, cowering behind a locked
door, paralyzed by fear and doubt.

But Jesus appeared right in their midst in spite of the lock on
the door. Was it to rebuke them for their lack of faith? Quite
the contrary. He comes on a mission of mercy. He comes to
offer them peace and the restoration of their relationship with
Him. And even more, He commissions them to become minis-
ters of His mercy, by giving them authority to forgive sins. At
that moment Christ gives to all of us the supreme gift of mercy
— the sacrament of Reconciliation. What a precious and pow-
erful gift!

This Sunday is a perfect time to reflect on how well we make
use of this gift. Do we really appreciate its healing power?
Could we become better stewards of this gift by going to Con-
fession more often? We must also reflect on how well we ex-
tend mercy to others as Jesus did to Thomas that day. Let’s
commit ourselves to becoming faithful disciples and stewards
of Christ’s mercy. We will be those very ones to whom Jesus
gave a “shout out” during His encounter with Thomas: “Blessed

are those who have not seen and have believed” — in His mer-
ciful love.
April 9/10, 2022

Envelopes S 5,064.00
Loose Offerings S 462.00
Children’s Offerings S 6.50
Parish Development S 20.00
Catholic Education S 25.00
Catholic Relief Services $ 5.00
Holy Thursday S 121.00
Good Friday (Holy Land) $  121.00
Easter Offering $ 315.00
Easter Flower Offering S 75.00
Ukrainian Relief Fund $ 1,185.00
2nd Sunday Food Col. S§ 237.00
Online Giving S 2,423.00

Total Offertory $ 10,059.50

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $183,451
Pledge Payment Committed $7,410
Total Pledges/Donations $190,861

Catholic Ministries Drive
Gifts/Pledges $22,550
Goal - $42,211
(519,661 NEEDED TO REACH OUR GOAL)




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need.:
Aiden ¢ Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney ¢ Betty Dennis ® Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ¢ Dr. Susan Gandy ¢ Donna Harpster
Norman Hastings ® Don James ® Nancy James
Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone e Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore e Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson e Linda Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ® John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter e Betsy Slat ® Mary Jo Stephenson
Tim Temofonte ¢ Marion Tessitore e Mary Truesdale
Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
When a person recovers, please call the office and have
their name removed from the list.

N St. John’s Church

100" Anniversary Events

Save the Dates!

P ———
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St. John’s School-Lakemont-Alumni Reunion

Saturday, May 28, 2022
Dinner following 4:00pm Mass in the cafeteria
School Menu to include “Chicken & Toast Cups”
Sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space or by calling
the office at 814-942-5503 to RSVP

100" Anniversary Mass & Reception

Sunday, June 26, 2022
10:00am Mass with Bishop Mark at St. John’s
Lunch at the Casino at 12:30pm
Formal Invitations will be mailed

We look forward to seeing you at these events!
Please call the office with any questions!
814-942-5503

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

i April 24: LAST CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM
2nd Grade First Holy Communion Retreat for
1 all 2nd grade students, both public and
. Catholic schools
* May 1: May Crowning & First Holy Communion at the
11:00 AM Mass

For health care workers

We pray for health care workers who
serve the sick and the elderly, especially
in the poorest countries; may they be
adequately supported by governments
and local communities.

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN’S
WITH FLOCKNOTE: We want to communicate more
effectively with you. But we also want to make it easy for
you to control what types of announcements you get
from us and how you are notified when we make them.
And in order to do this we are using a service called
FLOCKNOTE. Like sending "notes" to your "flock". This is
all totally free for you to use and it's going to also make it
easy for you to stay plugged in to the ministries or groups
that you care about, all by text message or email up-
dates. Your information will be completely safe and se-
cure. And you can unsubscribe from any updates at any
time! To join, text SJC1 to 84576. Then after it responds,
make sure you click that link and complete the process. If
you can’t complete this on your mobile phone, please go
online to stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Jesus connects PEACE and
FORGIVENESS in today’s gospel. In our families we will
only experience peace to the extent we forgive one an-
other. Peace is purchased with the currency of for-
giveness. When we allow our anger and pride to lock out
others, we also lock out peace and harmony. Reprinted with
permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

SCRIP TIP: Going to the pump can be a big expense nowa-
days, but with scrip fundraising you can help earn funds
for St. John’s when you fill up your tank! Make those gal-
lons of gas work for more than just your car by purchas-
ing scrip gift cards to pay for all your fuel expenses. Our
scrip program has gift cards for Sheetz, Martin Qil Co.,
Giant Eagle and Martin Food Stores in stock. Earn from
3% to 5% of you total purchase for St. John’s by purchas-
ing these cards from us.



'DEACON HAROLD BURKE-SIVERS

FATHER CHASE HILGENBRINCK
U NS NP
MEN'S CONFERENCE: A professional soccer player turned
priest, a man nicknamed the “Dynamic Deacon,” and a
mixed martial arts champ are the headliners for an up-
coming men’s conference sponsored by the Diocese of
Altoona-Johnstown. Titled “Strength in Christ,” the gath-
ering is scheduled for Sunday, May 1, 2022, at Noon at
Saint Francis University in Loretto. The speakers are Fa-
ther Chase Hilgenbrinck, a professional soccer player
turned priest in the Diocese of Peoria, lllinois; Deacon
Harold Burke-Sivers, a dynamic evangelist, author, and
radio host; and Bas Rutten, a mix martial arts champion
and TV/movie star who openly shares his Catholic jour-
ney. The conference is open to all men 18 and older, and
includes lunch, the opportunity for Reconciliation, and a
closing Mass at 5:00 p.m. with Bishop Mark, which is open
to the families of the conference attendees. The cost is
$10. Please register online at dioceseaj.org or pick up a
hard copy registration form on the kiosk in the Gathering
Space. The registration deadline is April 25.

BAS RUTTI

SPAGHETTI DRIVE-BY: The Church of the Transfiguration,
201 Third St. Conemaugh, will be having a Spaghetti Drive
-By on Sunday, April 24, 2022 from 10:30am to 1:30pm.
Meal includes: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Tossed Salad, Din-
ner Roll & Dessert. All for $8.00 per meal!

FORWARD IN FAITH: The annual Catholic Ministries Drive
supports 14 ministries through which people are accom-
panied in their journey. There are so many gifted and gen-
erous laypersons in our diocese who share their time and
talent to support our Catholic ministries. Without their
help and your help, we could not fulfill our mission. This
year, more so than others, our world, our nation, our
communities, our parishes, and our families need tangible
expressions of hope.

The year 2022 is a time for everyone to move FORWARD
IN FAITH!

Thank you for supporting these vital ministries with sacri-
ficial gifts of prayer and treasure. 100% of your gift goes
directly to these ministries! Our parish goal is $42,211. To
date, we’ve received $22,550. Thank you to all who have
already contributed.

IS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION UP TO DATE IN OUR
PARISH RECORDS? Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page to login and update your infor-
mation. If anything has changed, go ahead and update
your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. On the Parish Website
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the left
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our
staff has received a request and verified your account,
you can update your information.

If you have questions, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records!

CLEANING SUPPLY DRIVE: Catholic Charities is asking par-
ishes to participate in their Spring Cleaning Product Drive.
We will continue collecting items for local families in need
through this weekend. Please place your donations in the
collection box in the Gathering Space. A list of needed
supplies can be found on the flyer on the kiosk in the
Gathering Space. Thank you for supporting this important
endeavor.

| a “Take Out Only” Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on Satur-

1 day May 7, 2022. Dinner includes Pork, Mashed Potatoes,
:Sauerkraut, Dumpling and Dessert for $12.00. Dinners
Ican be ordered by completing the order form below. All

! dinners can be picked up at the Memorial Hall front en-
:trance between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM. All dinners must

! be preordered and pre-paid. Order forms and money can
1 be dropped in the collection basket or at the Rectory

| Office no later than this Friday, April 29.

PORK AND SAUERKRAUT DINNER - Saturday, May 7, 2022

Name

Phone #

Address

# of Dinners

$12.00 each=$

@
Make Checks Payable to Saint Mary’s



Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Easter,
“In Memory/Honor Of’:

Russell Irwin & Irwin family, Mary Davis Irwin, Mr.

& Mrs. ]oseph Wales & Stella & Margaret requested
by Pamela Wales

Reed & Nowark families requested by Ms. Becky
Reed

Living & deceased family requested by Nancy Fogel

King, Veronese, Sclafani & Yokitis families
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Ray King

George & Genie Semko requested by Ms. Jo-Ann
Semko

Robert J. Cole, Earl & Ethel Cole family & Carlo &
Rosa Risoldi family requested by Mrs. Mary Ann
Cole

Barbara & Jeffrey Neral, Edward & Rose Neral &
John & Marie Ranck requested by Deacon Gene
Neral

My husband, Andrew Dancha Jr. & my deceased
relatives requested by Mrs. Florence Dancha

Deceased family & friends requested by Mr. & Mrs.
Dave McManuels

Ron Peschock requested by Mrs. Betty Peschock

Deceased members of the Stevens & Saad families

requested by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Stevens Jr.

Stephan Fix requested by requested by Mrs. Brenda
Fix

Thelma & Hank Riley & Mildred & Sam Pileggi
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Donald Riley

Frank Auerbeck, father of David Auerbeck & our
grandparents requested by Tracy & David Auerbeck

Family & friends requested by Mrs. Jeannie Swanger

Guido Prosperi & Ida Prosperi requested by John

Prosperi
John Lloyd requested by Betsy Lloyd & family

Qur deceased famﬂy members requested by Richard
& Becky Clapper

Our parents requested by Coleen & David Langguth

Mary E. Oricko requested by Michael & Jackie
Oricko

Dave Petrak requested by Mary Petrak

Our parents requested by Ronald & Patricia Hord

Jane Moore & Charles M. Kauffman Jr. requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore

Our family members & friends requested by Bob &
Ginny Reeder

Sam & Hilda Neal requested by Julie & Bernie
Beiswenger & Stan Neal

Kociola & Woomer family & friends requested by
Mr. & Mrs. George Kociola

Joseph Niklewicz, Louise Niklewicz, Joyce Jordan &
Mary Pozgaj requested by Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Swanson

Deceased members of Bobetich & Adams families
requested by Joe & Paula Adams

Deceased members of the Steidle & Musselman
families requested by Mrs. Anna Musselman

Turcovsky & Dillman families requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Daniel Turcovsky

Judy Hurm requested by Mr. John Hurm




Deceased family members of Ringkamp & Long
families requested by Mr. & Mrs. Chris Ringkamp

Daniel & Dolores Kubitsky requested by Ms. Donna

Messner

Bob Bundy, Jr., Leonard & Mary Catherine Majestic
requested by Mrs. Barbara Bundy

Fr. Robert Yetsko, Doris Yetsko & Anne Lee
requested by Dr. & Mrs. David Lee

Deceased members of the Colyer & Klobuka families
requested by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Klobuka

Dave Litzinger & John & Virginia Ricche requested
by Mrs. Carole Litzinger

Bender & Field families requested by Mr. & Mrs.
Larry Field Jr.

My mother, grandmother, mother-in-law & aunt

requested by Mr. & Mrs. Guy Langham
Yolanda Bumann requested by Victoria Buda

Dively & Spargo families requested by Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Spargo

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Hurm requested by Judy Sneath

Emma Ormsby, Charles W. Ormsby, Ronald
Ormsby & Norman Tremmel requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Charles Ormsby

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Becker & Mr. & Mrs. F. Patrick
Madden requested by Mr. & Mrs. John Becker

Bill Schmerbeck, Leo & Cecelia Long, Donna Long,
Carol Bismark, & Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck
requested Mrs. Delellis Schmerbeck

Sinchak family, Fr. Severin Sinchak & Rhomey
family requested by Ms. Marian Monios

Yingling parents, grandparents, Tom Byrne &
nephews requested by Ms. Jane Byrne

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gonsman Sr. requested by Mr.

Gerald Gonsman
Helen Buda & Joseph Buda requested by Gary Buda

Joan & Jack Stoltz, deceased members of the Van
Sickel family & Brian Klinger requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Larry Van Sickel

Thomas Semelsberger requested by Mrs. Fran

Semelsberger

Deceased members of the Stoltz & Dinicola families

requested by Mr. Gerald Stoltz

Deceased members of the Hartsock, Wiedemer,
Hinkle, & Yerger families requested by Mr. & Mrs.
James Campbell

Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Bloom

Deceased members of the Maher family requested by
Ms. Joyce Villani

Moughemer & McCoy families requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Dennis Moughemer

Houck, Iuzzolino & Lancy families requested by
Charlene & Dennis Lancy

Lena Colyer & Karen Schurr requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Patrick Schurr

Marmon Zumsteg requested by Ms. Hedwig
Zumsteg

Russell & Dorothy Itell requested by Miss Sharon
Marie Itell

Patty Adams, Gayle Jacobs, George Jacobs, deceased
members of the Gerald Miller family & deceased

members of the Gerald Jacobs family requested by
Doris Jacobs

Easter Candle was donated in memory

of Barbara Neral -ﬁl-.

¥
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APRIL SENT

In Jesus’ first appearance to his disciples, as described in today’s Gospel, Jesus sends
the disciples, and all who follow him: “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” Je-

sus speaks to us here: we the Church are a “sent people,” sent to participate in God’s
mission, that is, God’s purposes and activity for all of humanity. Like Jesus was sent to
Israel, we are sent to witness to our world of the boundless love of God, and to offer
an alternative way of living based on that love. The wounds that Jesus displayed to his
disciples remind us that this new way of life often involves both dying to the familiar and
comfortable, and rising to the new and unknown. When we join in efforts to challenge
injustice, heal broken relationships, or care for those on the margins of society, we share
in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

THE WEEK BETWEEN

In today’s Gospel, we notice there was a week between Jesus’ first appearance (without
Thomas), and the following appearance (with Thomas). During this week, Thomas chose
to stay with the community. But why? Perhaps he trusted his friends in some way. Per-
haps he reflected on their life with Jesus and on the possibility their account was true.
In the week between, Thomas stayed and lived with the questions, and with his doubts.
Importantly, the disciples did not cast him out as an unbeliever. It seems they accepted
and loved him, just as he was.

Perhaps many of us live in this “week between.” We have questions and doubts. We can
choose to leave or to stay. We can either engage or ignore our deepest questions. If we
embrace our questions with courage, we can live into them. Perhaps we will encounter,
through God’s initiative, and with the help of our companions in faith, some of the an-
swers—and new questions along the way.

John 20:29

PRIMARY DIMENSIONS

We are currently in Year C of the three-year Lectionary cycle. For the Second Sunday of
Easter, in all three years, the first reading is from the Acts of the Apostles. Year A (from
Acts 2) tells of the new Christian community’s dedication to prayer. Year B (from Acts 4)
tells of their sharing of goods and deep bonds of trust in each other. Today we hear in
Acts 5 of the early Church’s ministry of healing to the community, performed by Peter
and the apostles.

“Have you come to believe

because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have
not seen and have believed.”

These represent three of the primary dimensions of those first Christian communities:
prayer in relationship to God; sharing in re-

lationship to each other; and service in re- )

lationship to the world around them. We are TODAY’S READINGS
reminded that all three are fundamental to Acts 5:12-16

our identity as Church. We fail to live fully as Psalm 118:2—4. 13-15. 22-24

Copyright © J.8. Paluch Co. Inc. C.)hUI’CI.’] when we negleCt any of these relal— Revelation 1:9-1 1a, 12-1 3,17-19
Photos: © New Africa / AdobeStock tionships. We are called to encourage their Jahn 20-19_21
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After Jesus rose from the dead,

his apostles often did miraculous things!
‘ Sometimes sick people lay on cots or mats in the street
before Peter arrived.
They hoped that when he walked by,
his shadow would fall over them and they would be healed.
Draw a line to match each letter to its shadow.
» Then use the letters to help spell “Made well” on the mat below.

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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God's Word for Children

Second Sunday of Easter
After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples
T‘ twice behind locked doors (John 20:19-31).
Use this padlock and the coordinates to fill in the blanks.
Then you’ll find what Jesus told Thomas during one of his visits.
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SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter, not after Easter. We continue to celebrate this great feast
for fifty days. The last day of the Easter season will be the feast of Pentecost, June 9. You will probably
be starting your summer vacation then.

Today is also known as Sunday of Divine Mercy. Divine Mercy Sunday was first celebrated in
the year 2000, when Pope John Paul Il announced the feast at the Mass declaring Sister Faustina
Kowalska a saint. Her feast day is October 5. You might want to find out more about this holy woman
and her connection to the devotion to the Divine Mercy by researching her life story. She shared
with us what Jesus revealed to her in visions: that everyone who trusts in God shares in God'’s loving
mercy. No one is excluded. On this day you can pray Sister Faustina’s prayer: “Jesus, I trust in you.”

Jesus’ first words in today's Gospel are
“Peace be with you.” We say these words at
every Mass. We reach out our hands to those
around us. We repeat the words of Jesus and
promise to make peace a reality in our lives.
That peace must then be shared with everyone
in the world, even to those we don’t know or
don’t like and who don'’t like us. This requires
mercy. This peace of Jesus is not easy to
achieve, but he promises to be with us and help.

Look at the hand on this page or trace your own hand on another piece of paper. Inside each
finger, write one way you can bring peace and forgiveness to others. In the palm of your hand write
the names of some of the people you know who need peace and mercy. Ask the people in your family
to do the same. Cut out the hands and put them together to form a wreath. Remember to include
those who might not be so easy to love and forgive.
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