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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com

Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller  sun. Mar. 27 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph
Sun. Mar. 27 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Aidan Schurr
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Mar. 26 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, David Loth
Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Mar. 27 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Mar. 26 - 4:00 PM - Carolyn English, Betsy Lloyd,
Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Ray Kennedy, Ginny Reeder,
Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky
Sun. Mar. 27-11:00 AM - Marilyn Vevan, Peg Madden,
Dolores Capriotti, Patrick Podoletz

(@ | JenaBowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
QN Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
@) Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
C\J Ken Dunmire - Maintenance
- NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS
D LECTORS SACRISTAN
N Sat. Mar. 26-4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, Sat. Mar. 26 - 4:00 PM - Mary King & Ray King
Susanna Tomlinson Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
I Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Norma Foose, Bill Foose Sun. Mar. 27 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
Sun. Mar. 27 - 11:00 AM - Susan Podoletz, SCRIP
() MR Lo Sat. Mar. 26 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
(o' ALTAR SERVERS Sun. Mar. 27 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi,
{ Sat. Mar. 26 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Sadie Swope NOT FILLED
=
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I A Few Words from the Pastor:

OUR PARISH PENANCE SERVICE — Next Sunday, March 27" at 4:00 PM, we will be having our annual Lenten Penance
Service. With a number of neighboring clergy to assist, all are encouraged to take advantage of the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation if you have not already done so. Repentance is at the heart of the Lenten message. Please also note our usu-
al scheduled time for confession (Wednesday at 5:30 PM and Saturday at 3 PM).

POPE FRANCIS PLEADS FOR PEACE! Having just prayed the Angelus in Vatican Square, on Sunday Pope Francis plead-
ed: “In the name of God, | ask you: stop this massacre! We have just prayed to the Virgin Mary. The city that bears
her name, Mariupol, has become a city martyred by the ruinous war that is devastating Ukraine. Faced with the barba-
rism of the killing of children, and of innocent and defenseless citizens, there are no strategic reasons that hold up: the
only thing to be done is to cease the unacceptable armed aggression before the city is reduced to a cemetery. With an
aching heart | join my voice to that of the common people, who implore an end to the war. In the name of God, let the
cries of those who suffer be heard and let the bombings and attacks cease! Let there be a real and decisive focus on
negotiation, and let the humanitarian corridors be effective and safe.”

ST. OLGA, PATRONESS OF KYIV - We are in solidarity with the Ukrainian people in this time of great adversity. You will
notice an Icon of St. Olga of Kyiv in the church, with a Ukrainian flag beside it, so that we not forget to pray for our
suffering brothers and sisters. Holy cards are also available.

Ukrainians are used to adversity and they have a special medieval role model who personifies their bravery in
the face of hardship: St. Olga of Kyiv. The Mongol horde destroyed her tomb in Kyiv in 1240 but a Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral was dedicated to her was consecrated there as recently as 2010. Olga of Kyiv, is today recognized as one of
Eastern Orthodoxy’s greatest saints. A fierce and proud woman who protected her young son and avenged her hus-
band’s death, she was a crucial figure in the consolidation of the medieval kingdom of Kyivan Rus’ as a political entity
and in its peoples’ conversion to Christianity. The Eastern Orthodox and Greek Catholic Churches recognize her with
the venerable and extraordinary title “Isapdstolos”: Equal to the Apostles. She and Kyiv’s patron saint, St Michael the
Archangel, remain key figures of intercession among those who need comfort in an hour of greatest need.

UKRAINIAN RELIEF FUND - Special envelopes are being distributed so that we can all make a generous gift to the
suffering people of Ukraine. Checks can be made out to St. John’s. Funds from here will then be sent to Catholic Relief
Services (CRS), which is coordinating the distribution of funds. You can also make your contribution online at their web
site. The Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) is also directing funds directly to the refugees.

A REMINDER! Abstinence is obligatory on all Fridays of Lent. Other forms of fasting are of course encouraged, suited
to your own situation!

FRIDAY EVENING STATIONS - The Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, is also known as the Way of Sorrows or
the Via Crucis. The stations grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path
Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. We pray the stations to help us make a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of
the Passion of Christ. Stations are scheduled weekly on the Fridays of Lent at 7:00PM. Please join us.

OUR TRIP TO OVERAMMERGAU - We have two openings for our trip to the Passion Play this June. In addition to the
Passion Play in Bavaria, we will be visiting Munich (Germany), Prague (the Czech Republic), Krakow (Poland), Budapest
(Hungary) and Bratislava (Slovakia). The trip begins on June 3 and we return home on June 16". The cost is $5,990 per
person for a double. If you are interest, please contact Msgr. Becker at the parish rectory.

| CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION: Next week we take up The Catholic Relief Ser- )
: vices Collection to reveal Christ’s love to our brothers and sisters in need. This collection =8

I "helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support for struggling communities and -

|to work for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters here .

-and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection. l?.fﬁé‘é??é‘ﬁ'éé#’.%i.’v K3

- Learn more about the collection at www.usccb. org/catholic-relief. P



Third Sunday of Lent
March 20, 2022

Merciful and gracious is the Lord,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.

— Psalm 103:8

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, March 20 - 3" Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Murray & Georgia Dolphin
requested by the Dolphin Family

Monday, March 21 - Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Tom Semelsberger requested by
Betty Peschock

Tuesday, March 22 - Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Doris Jacobs

Wednesday, March 23 - Lenten Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Helen Sylvia Campbell

Thursday, March 24 - Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

Friday, March 25 - The Annunciation of the Lord
8:15 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Communion Service

7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 26 - Vigil of 4™ Sunday of Lent

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Joan Litzinger requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

Sunday, March 27 - 4™ Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for Richard Bender & Mary Jo Sibert
requested by Larry & Carol Field

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

4:00 PM - Lenten Penance Service

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Today’s Gospel reminds us that
life is precious and the gift of time on earth is just that, a
gift. None of us knows how much time will be granted to
us, so we must use this gift intentionally to glorify God
and serve our neighbor. The season of Lent is a time to
carefully reflect on the way we spend our time. Do we
make God our first priority, tending to our spiritual
growth and sacramental life with diligence? Do we give
the next priority to our loved ones, focusing intentionally
on them each day without distractions from phones,
screens, or thoughts of work? If not, now is the moment
to repent of our waste of time or of misplaced priorities
on our use of time. God is merciful but also just. Let’s
turn to Him and ask Him to make our lives fruitful while
we still have time to do so. (Stewardship Reflections,
Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2022/2/21)

March 5/6, 2022
Envelopes S 4,711.00
Loose Offerings S 548.10
Children’s Offerings S 5.00
Parish Development S 85.00
Catholic Education S 120.00
Black & Indian Mission $ 670.00
Ash Wednesday S 1,311.00
Catholic Relief Services $ 85.00
Easter Flower Offering  $ 105.00
Food Bank Collection  $ 210.00
Online Giving S 4,068.00
Total Offertory $ 11,918.10

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $183,401
Pledge Payment Committed $7,435
Total Pledges/Donations $190,836

2021 contribution statements are available upon request.
Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 to request your
giving statement.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;
Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9;
Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14
Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

SCRIP TIP: Do you enjoy eating out? You could be earning
the church between 4% and 15% of your dining out bill by
using scrip. We have Applebee's, Arby's, Burger King,
Chili's, Chipotle, Cracker Barrel, Denny's, The Dream, Dun-
kin Donuts, Eat N' Park, Hoss's/Marzoni’s, Jethro's, King's,
Olive Garden (Longhorn), Outback, Panera, Papa John's,
Pizza Hut, Starbucks, Subway, Texas Roadhouse, Wendy's
and Zach's in stock. Sign up online for scrip now with the
RaiseRight app and you could order scrip at the restaurant
to pay the bill using any smart phone. Or order from a
home computer and print the e-card out to use at the res-
taurant. Using Scrip makes supporting the church with
your everyday budget easy.




STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna e Joshua Banks
Bernie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Cari Ann e Arthur Campbell e Cheryl Cherry
Michelle Cooney e Betty Dennis ¢ Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ¢ Norman Hastings ¢ Don James
Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei * Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita
Carol Rodgers ¢ Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat
Mary Jo Stephenson ¢ Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ® Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested
for the repose of the soul of:

Melvin C. Weyandt - father-in-law of Linda Weyandt
Tom Semelsberger

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

JOURNEY THROUGH LOSS: Grief is a journey. It is a wil-
derness that we wander through without a map. Grief
changes, but it doesn't end. We don’t move on instead we
move forward, carrying our heartache and learning to live
in a life that is very different, without a person we love.
Adults who have a family member or close friend who has
died are invited to join Journey Through Loss. We will
come together to share or to listen, to connect with oth-
ers who understand the journey, to learn about common
grief experiences, and to cling to Christ our great hope.
We will meet in the St. John’s Parish Center from 6:30-
8:00 for 6 weeks on Tuesday evenings, from April 19th
through May 24th. Please register by April 12th.

To register or for more information contact Mary Petrak,
(814) 502-6076 or mfpetrak@hotmail.com.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL - Serving Christ’s Mission:
Vibrant faith communities are important for the living out
of Christ’s mission. The Parish Pastoral Council explores
how communities can best respond to the invitation of
Jesus Christ to “go and make disciples”. Deacon Michael
Russo will be offering a Zoom class on the role, the mem-
bers and the responsibilities of the Pastoral Council. This
two evening class will be from 6:30-9:00 PM. The dates
are to be determined. If you are interested in attending
this class please contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000 or
email at mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All are welcome.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

| March 20: NO CLASS

. March 27: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM

I April 3: 9:15-10:45 AM FAMILY LENT EVENT

|Apr|I 3: 11th Grade Rite of Sending for Candidates,
Sponsors and Parents at the 11:00 AM Mass

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: The owner of the fig tree
was impatient because the tree did not live up to his ex-
pectations. In families there are those who don’t live up
to our expectations. Imitate the gardener and give them
more time and help. Don’t cut them out of your life. Love
asks us to be connected, not productive. Reprinted with
permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

SYNOD SURVEY: How can the Church better teach and
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ? Tell us by com-
pleting the Synod Survey by going to dioceseaj.org/synod
for the online survey, fill out a physical survey, or ask the
parish about joining a local small faith sharing group!

March Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For a Christian response to
bioethical challenges
We pray for Christians facing new bio-
ethical challenges;
may they continue to defend the dignity '
of all human life with prayer and action.

®,

FORWARD IN FAITH! Today is Commitment Sunday for
the Catholic Ministries Drive. Your sacrificial gifts of pray-
er and treasure will make an immediate impact on minis-
tries that care for the poor, strengthen family life, nurture
our youth, and provide leadership development for clergy
and laity.

During Lent, and throughout the year, we are challenged
to renew our spiritual devotions and duties — and one of
those holy duties is to support the Church. We are chal-
lenged to open our eyes and see those in our midst that
bring hope to life through their time and talent in serving
the community through the 14 ministries supported by
the Catholic Ministries Drive.

If you didn’t bring your Commitment Card to mass this
weekend, please bring it next weekend or you may make
an online gift at www.dioceseaj.org/giving. 100% of your
gift goes directly to these ministries!

Catholic
Ministries
Drive

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN



SACRED HEART NOVENA: Mark your calendar: this year's
Novena will be held from March 28th through April

5th. Bishop Mark Bartchak will be the Celebrant and
Homilist the opening night of the Novena at 7:00 p.m. on
March 28th. There will also be morning Mass at 7:45 a.m.
and also, at 11:30 a.m. and the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion at 10:45 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each day.

ENCOUNTER JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST- an opportunity
for adults!! Bishop Guilfoyle’s student evangelization or-
ganization is hosting a two-night presentation aimed at
helping adult Catholics have a profound and spiritual ex-
perience of Jesus in the Eucharist from 7-9 pm on Friday,
April 1% and Saturday, April 2" at Bishop Guil-

foyle. "Encounter Jesus in the Eucharist" will be held as
two different presentations on successive nights at BG so
that either or both sessions can be attended. Each even-
ing will have a different focus, but will involve student
talks, prayer, adoration and a unique opportunity to be
touched powerfully by the Holy Spirit! Open to ALL inter-
ested adults and teens. If you have any questions, please
contact Bob Sutton at (814) 552-0267.

BUS TRIP TO SALAMANCA NEW YORK CASINO: Mount
Carmel parish, Altoona, is sponsoring a bus trip to Seneca
Casino in Salamanca, NY, on Saturday, April 23rd. We will
be leaving the Church Parking Lot at 9 am and departing
from the Casino at 8 pm. The cost of the trip is $35.00 per
person. We get back $25 slot play (Casino Bonus subject
to change). To receive this bonus please bring a valid pho-
to ID. Also, bring a face mask since they are required in
the Casino. Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-8501
between 9 am--4 pm, Monday--Friday to make your reser-
vation.

WORKING TOGETHER CHICKEN BBQ: The Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 4245 (Hollidaysburg) and Council 551
(Altoona) are joining forces for the 1* Annual Working
Together Chicken BBQ to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Hos-
pital.

The chicken BBQ will be held from 11 a.m.to 1 p.m. on
Sunday, April 3 at the Knights of Columbus, 324 Bedford
Street, Hollidaysburg. Meals will be available for drive
thru service only.

Tickets for the meal are $10 and includes our famous BBQ
chicken, baked beans, applesauce and roll.

Deadline to order dinners is March 27.

For tickets, contact Frank Goss (814) 329-6094, Terry An-
derson (814) 932-0465 or leave a message at (814) 695-
4752.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES: Every Friday during Lent includ-
ing Good Friday. Baked or hand dipped fried haddock
Homemade mac & cheese or fresh cut french fries

Choice of two: homemade stewed tomatoes, coleslaw, or
applesauce Homemade dessert, roll, coffee and beverage
Price: $14.00

ST. PATRICK’S SEAFOOD DRIVE-THRU: 4 p.m. until ?
Fridays, March 4th to April 15th, 2022

Drive-thru is located in the school parking lot, located at
731 Patrick Lane Newry, PA 16665.

Meal includes choice of 6 oz. portion of baked or fried
haddock or 8 butterfly shrimp; coleslaw, macaroni &
cheese, stewed tomatoes, roll & butter, and condiments.
Price is $13. Thanks for your support!

CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Fridays
(except Good Friday), 11:00 AM-1:30 PM - $10.00
Drive-Thru only. Beer Battered Fried Fish; Macaroni and
Cheese; Haluski; Cole Slaw; Sandwich Roll

SAINT THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS: Fridays (except
Good Friday), 4:00-7:00 PM or until sold out.
Take-Out only. Drive-thru or Call-in.

NEW BALTIMORE: Lenten Fish Fry’s on March 4th; 11th;
18th; 25th; & April 1st, and 8th from 3:30-6:30pm with
the option of EAT-IN or TAKE-OUT. There will also be the
option to Pre-Order Your Take-Out Dinner by calling (814)
733-2210. The menu includes baked & fried fish, fried
shrimp, broccoli and cheese soup, clam chowder, baked
potato, stewed tomatoes, green beans, huluski, cole
slaw, with the choice of pudding or cake for dessert.
Please note due to COVID the dinners Will NOT BE ALL
YOU CAN EAT. Adults: $14; Under12: S6; Under5: Free.

UNTER UNS FISH DINNER: Altoona Almrausch
Schuhplattlers (German Dance Group) are holding their
15" annual fish dinner from 5:00 PM-7:30PM or until sold
ouT, every Friday during Lent. Dinners are beginning
March 4" and running until April 15", Good Friday 2022,
at the Unter Uns Club on Van Buren Avenue and 14"
Street. Fish dinners are $11 for adults and $7 for children
under 10. Dinners include your choice of baked or fried
haddock fish, choice of baked macaroni and cheese or
scalloped potatoes. Each meal also comes with stewed
tomatoes, cole slaw, roll and butter. You do not have to
be a member of the club as it is open to the public.



St. John’s Easter Egg Hunt

When: Sunday, April 3" following the 11am Mass

Where: Meet in the gym for children to be placed into age groups and given
directions for the Egg Hunt and for light refreshments

Who: Children 10 and under

Please sign up on the kiosk or call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 if you are planning on
attending so we can prepare for this event!

We are in need of candy donations to fill eggs. If interested in donating, please place
donations in the marked box in the gathering space. In the case of inclement weather, the
Easter Egg Hunt will be moved indoors.

Hope to see you there!

.
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TRUST IN GOD

Elizabeth Barret Browning wrote, “Earth’s crammed with heaven, And every common
bush afire with God, But only he who sees, takes off his shoes; The rest sit round it
and pluck blackberries.” We are challenged today to experience the mystery of God
with the image of Moses and the burning bush—a God who answers all questions
in a simple, bold manner. Like an exasperated parent telling a child “Because | said
s0,” God tells Moses “l am who | am,” and “tell the Israelites | AM sent me to you.”
God may as well have said, “Save all your questions, and trust in me. Quit being so
stubborn.” The passage from First Corinthians reminds us what happened when the
Israelites did not listen to God’s message. They grumbled and complained because
manna from heaven was not enough! Lastly, an annoyed Jesus calls on his listeners
to repent and uses a difficult parable to stress transformation.

A CONTINUOUS LENT

In the Rule of Saint Benedict, the monks are told that their lives should be a “contin-
uous Lent.” At first, this may sound like a negative, difficult thing, or entirely depress-
ing. Rather, it is simply a call to be open and continue growing. In fact, one of the
vows that Benedictines profess is Conversatio Morum, that is, “conversion of life.”
In a nutshell, that is what Jesus is saying this week. We are being called to change
our lives. Some people came to Jesus with gossip and a gruesome story about Pi-
late; Jesus challenged them with a couple of pointed questions, and then related the
parable of the fig tree. To put it in context, usually figs blossom within two years, and
then can be harvested twice a year. When a tree has been barren three years, it might
be best just to remove it, but this is not the approach that Jesus suggested. Rather,
the gardener in the parable chose to nurture the tree, fertilizing it with dung. He was
not willing to give up on it.

GROWTH

There are times when we may feel our lives are covered in dung, and we lie dormant
through a plethora of difficult and painful moments. But Jesus is calling us to use
this time, to draw strength from it, to use the dung in our lives as fertilizer, to begin
a slow and steady transformation to a new and better place, until we too can bear
fruit. Growth is always a process, and we have to start somewhere. While there is
always a call to repentance and conversion, we are blessed with a God who is loving
enough and patient enough to wait for us

to come to our senses, however long that TODAY’S READINGS
may take. This Lent we are being called to

life. We are called to repent. We are called Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15

to be nurtured and fertilized and take the Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11
time and effort to grow. 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

Luke 13:1-9



God's Word for Children

D e =2 A = A = A e = A
/ Connect the dots to find
what God spoke to Moses from.
Do you remember what God asked Moses to do?
Read Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 in your Bible to find out.

Third Sunday of Lent

Jesus told a parable about a fig tree (Luke 13:6-9).
The owner wanted the gardener to cut it down
because it was not growing fruit. ]
H Christians can be like fruit trees when they do good things for God! S
Unscramble the words in the treetop sections
to create four sentences that offer ideas for us. ?’

have Share
what you

even others i4’s
Forgive hard if

who need in

God people Love
+hose Help are

you because loves

© .. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 ¢ Year C * Third Sunday of Lent
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised ion © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.




God called out to him
from the baush,

“Moses! Moses!”
Exodus 3:4

LENTEN COMPANION: MARY

March 25 is the feast of the Annunciation, with Mary, our Mother.
when we remember the angel Gabriel announcing to
Mary that she was to become the mother of Jesus.

It might seem odd to think about Mary preparing for the birth of Jesus at the same time we are
preparing to remember his death. But it makes sense if we remember that Jesus came into the
world to do God’s will and save us. His birth is the beginning of a lifetime of obeying God,
even to his final act of love, his death on the cross.

We have a very special companion for this third week
of Lent—Mary, the Mother of Jesus and our mother. 4 weeks to Easter: We trav>

Mary is a good model for us during Lent. She said yes right away to God’s desire that she
become the mother of Jesus. Mary teaches us to say yes to what God asks us to do. She cared
for Jesus and taught him how to love God. Mary teaches us how to pray and love God. Mary
was there on the road to Calvary as Jesus carried his cross. She is here with us when we have
to do hard things. She stood with Jesus’ friend John at the foot of the cross when Jesus was
dying. She teaches us to stand with our friends even when it is hard. She was with the apostles
when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. Mary reminds us that we too are filled with the Holy Spirit
so that we can spread God’s word.

Next to these letters write some of the ways that Mary is our model.
A few are already written for you.

M
Always near in times of trouble
R
Y

(0]
U
Gave us the Rosary

M
(0]
D
E
Taught Jesus to Love God
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg 695-1551 cifa 10 dlld
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to clog or we'll clean

it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment
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Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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ofter of material,
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time of contact exccution.
Offer ands 1213172021
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BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25°*

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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378660 St John the Evangelist Church www.jspaluch.com

vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Mank o]

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

24
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For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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