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For every tree is known by its own fruit.

Luke 6:43-44

ood tree does not bear rotten fruit,
does a rotten tree bear
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Eighth Sunday

In Ordinary Time
February 27, 2022

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

* Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager -
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate -

dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary -

stjiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -

iristat38@gmail.com

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS
Weds. Mar. 2 - 6:00 PM - Jim Campbell, Patrick Schurr
Sat. Mar. 5 - 4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,
Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky
Sun. Mar. 6-11:00 AM - Gary Johnson, Patrick Schurr

ALTAR SERVERS
Weds. Mar. 2 - 6:00 PM - Bob Olson, Sadie Swope
Sat. Mar. 5-4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, Nicholas Helsley
Sun. Mar. 6 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Aidan Schurr

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Weds. Mar. 2 - 6:00 PM - Marilyn Bevan,
Barbara Bundy
Sat. Mar. 5 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, David Loth
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Mar. 6 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Barbara Bundy

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Weds. Mar. 2 - 6:00 PM - John Becker, Jane Becker,
Darlene Scarpaci, Jane Strasser
Sat. Mar. 5 - 4:00 PM - Carolyn English, Paula VanSickel,
Larry VanSickel, Billy Sweet
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Mary Truesdale, Ginny Reeder,
Jane Strasser, Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Mar. 6 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Walter Bloom,
Patrick Podoletz, Marilyn Bevan
SACRISTAN
Weds. Mar. 2 - 6:00 PM - Barbara Bundy
Sat. Mar. 5 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Mar. 6 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. Mar. 5 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Becky Merilli
Sun. Mar. 6 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Mar. 6 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

ASH WEDNESDAY - Ashes will be distributed at the 8:30 AM and 6:00 PM Masses on Wednesday. More important
than receiving ashes, however, is our reception of the Eucharist, and our commitment to a making Ash Wednesday a
day of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. In addition to your personal prayer and fasting, today would be a good day to sit
down and write a generous check to a favorite charity. Remember that when we fast, someone is to eat in our place.

A REMINDER! Fasting and abstinence are obligatory on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, with abstinence being oblig-
atory on all Fridays of Lent.

TO MASK OR NOT TO MASK! - Following the directives of our neighboring dioceses, the mask requirement for Mass
and parish gatherings is lifted as of Ash Wednesday. Of course, those who are not vaccinated are required to mask,
and others who may feel themselves particularly vulnerable to the virus are encouraged to continue using the mask.

CONFESSIONS IN LENT - All are encouraged to take advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Lenten
season. Repentance is at the heart of the Lenten message. Please note our usual scheduled time for confession
(Wednesday at 5:30 PM and Saturday at 3 PM). Our parish Penance service is scheduled for Sunday, March 27" at
4:00 PM. The celebration of the Sacrament of Penance is our sharing in the mystery of Christ’s redeeming death and
resurrection.

FRIDAY EVENING STATIONS - The Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also known as the Way of Sorrows or
the Via Crucis, grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path Jesus walked
to Mount Calvary. We pray the stations to help us make a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the Passion of
Christ. Stations are scheduled weekly on the Fridays of Lent at 7:00PM. Please join us.

OUR TRIP TO OVERAMMERGAU - We have two openings for our trip to the Passion Play this June. In addition to the
Passion Play in Bavaria, we will be visiting Munich (Germany), Prague (the Czech Republic), Krakow (Poland), Budapest
(Hungary) and Bratislava (Slovakia). The trip begins on June 3 and we return home on June 16™. The cost is $5,990 per
person for a double. If you are interested, please contact Msgr. Becker at the parish rectory.

CARE BOXES! A reminder that our Care boxes are to be turned in by Ash Wednesday, March 2", Sincerest gratitude
to all those who responded so generously!

LENT IN PLAIN SIGHT - As we did during the season of Advent, we will have our Wednesday evening online discussion
based upon readings from this Lenten book. It is the same author who did Advent in Plain Sight. The cost for the book
is $14, and an envelope is provided. Please include your email address should you like to participate in the Zoom ses-
sions on Wednesday. You will then receive the zoom link.

OPERATION RICE BOWL - Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put their faith into action through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. By using the Rice Bowl provided by Catholic Relief Services, families learn about how
our sisters and brothers across the globe overcome hardships like hunger and malnutrition.

JOIN A SMALL SYNOD GROUP! - Throughout this journey, a synodal spirit should infuse all aspects of the life of our
faith communities. The synodal process should not just be the act of consultation nor should it be a process to help you
develop a report. The experience of journeying together is formative; people will begin to see how synodality can be
lived out in any setting: within the Church (on the local or global level), in relation to other faith traditions, and as peo-
ple of faith and engaged citizens within society. On the kiosk you will find a sign-up sheet to participate! We are grate-
ful to Jane Becker for providing leadership in this process.

| LAST CALL! There are only a few appointment times left to get your picture taken for the new Parish Directory. Every
. - family photographed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and an 8x10 portrait at no cost.

We need every parishioner and family to participate in order for it to be a success.

Remaining photo dates are: Monday, February 28 and Tuesday, March 1.

| At this appointment, you will have a professional photography session, view your proofs on computer, choose the
. photo that goes in the directory, and have the opportunity to purchase extra portraits for family and friends.
| You may call the office at 814-942-5503 on weekdays from 9 to 3 to schedule an appointment or use the link on our
: website: stjohnsaltoona.org.




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

i February 27: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM
. March 6: NO CLASS

I March 13: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM

; March 20: NO CLASS

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Today Jesus tells us: “Why
do you see the speck in someone else’s eye but miss the
log in your own eye?” It’s always easier to try to change
someone else than face the things in ourselves which
need change. What a waste of time for we can’t change
anyone but ourselves. Reprinted with permission: A Family
Perspective by Bud Ozar.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: The US Bishops’ pastoral letter
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response was published in 1992
as a challenge to embrace a mature discipleship that re-
quires a decision to follow Jesus Christ no matter the
cost. This commitment leads to a way of life, not just a
series of action and is transformational. Our diocese rose
to the challenge with personal and communal commit-
ments of genuine sharing of Time, Talent and Treasure to
all God'’s children at that time and is still continuing to
this day.

Our activity as stewards is valuable because it is bringing
about a Kingdom of God that exists here and now as Je-
sus taught through parables and actions of love. When
you are deciding how much you will give of your re-
sources to others, do you determine what the amount
will be based by judging someone else’s first? If you feel
you are giving more because someone was selfish and
gave less, look into your heart and ask Jesus to help you
give with an honest heart of love.” A good man produces
goodness from the good in his heart. Each man speaks
from his heart’s abundance.” (Lk 6:454) (Stewardship: A
Disciple’s Response in a Nutshell, Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS,
www.4LPi.com, 2016)

February 12/13, 2022
Envelopes S 4,026.00
Loose Offerings S 434.00
Children’s Offerings S 2.00
Parish Development S 265.00
Catholic Education S 1.00
2nd Sunday Food Coll. ' §  257.00

Subtotal S 4,985.25
Online Giving S 1,713.00
Total Offertory S 6,698.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $183,096
Pledge Payment Committed $7,715
Total Pledges/Donations $190,811

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Janine Anna ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell e Michelle Cooney ¢ Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty ¢ Norma Foose
Leann Frazier ¢ Nicole Gervinski ¢ Norman Hastings
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ® Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller
Karrie McCall ¢ Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Todd Pletcher e Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley ¢ John Rita ¢ Carol Rodgers
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph ® Tom Semelsberger
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat
Mary Jo Stephenson ¢ Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ® Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested
for the repose of the soul of:

Jim Farrell, brother of Cecelia Bloom
May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

JOIN A SMALL SYNOD GROUP: Please remember to sign up
if you are interested in participating in a small synod group.
These groups will meet during Lent (3-6 weeks) to share their
thoughts on how we can better live out the mission of Jesus in
the Church. Our Holy Father wants to hear from us! Please
prayerfully consider being a part of this worldwide synod. If
you have any questions, call Jane Becker at 814-414-9836.

ASH WEDNESDAY FISH DINNER: Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Church- March 2, 2022, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Serving at School Cafeteria on 8th Avenue

Tickets are $10.00 - BAKED OR FRIED FISH

Tickets sold in advance at the Parish Office, 806 11th St.
Eat in or take outs available.

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

& Appstore [l P> Google Play
SCRIP TIP: Find yourself shopping online and do not want
your personal bank information out there? Use Scrip! By
setting up the Raise Right app, you can buy most retail
stores gift cards within minutes. (Unfortunately gas and
groceries are not an instant option).
Raise funds for the church and protect your identity.
Check with a Scrip volunteer if you are interested in the
Raise Right app.




EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN THE DIOCESE OF
ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN:

PT Care Coordinator: Martha & Mary House Homeless
Shelter, Johnstown

PT Director of Religious Education: St. John Vianney Par-
ish, Mundy's Corner

PT Housekeeper: Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Al-
toona

PT Housekeeper: St. John the Baptist Parish, New Balti-
more

PT General Laborer: Church of the Transfiguration,
Conemaugh

PT Parish Administrative Assistant: St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish, Ashville

FT Pre-Kindergarten Teacher: All Saints Catholic School,
Cresson

FT Accountant: Catholic Charities, Altoona & Johnstown
Offices

FT Maintenance Supervisor: St. Benedict Parish, Car-
rolltown

For further information and to apply go to https://
www.dioceseaj.org/employment.

LENTEN JOURNEY SERIES AT ST. BERNARDINE MONAS-
TERY: “As We Journey Through Lent” — Join the Friars at
St. Bernardine Monastery, 768 Monastery Road, Hol-
lidaysburg, for a time of reflection, prayer, and fellowship
during this Lenten season. Wednesdays — March 9”‘, 16”‘,
23", and 30" from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. Lunch is included
and a free-will offering will be taken. You must register by
calling the Monastery office by Friday, March 4™ at 814-
695-3802.

FISH FRY: Our Lady of Lourdes Lenten Fish Fry is BACK!
Every Friday during lent including Good Friday

Baked or hand dipped fried haddock

Homemade mac & cheese or fresh cut french fries
Choice of two: homemade stewed tomatoes, coleslaw, or
applesauce

Homemade dessert, roll, coffee and beverage

Price: $14.00

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available upon
request. Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 to
request your giving statement.

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 27, 2022

Every tree is known by its own fruit. For
people do not pick figs from thornbushes,
nor do they gather grapes from brambles.

— Luke 6:44

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, February 27 - 8" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for George Semko requested by
Jo-Ann Semko

Monday, February 28 - Weekday
8:15 AM - Morning Prayer
8:30 AM - Communion Service

Tuesday, March 1 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by
Rick Becker

Wednesday, March 2 - Ash Wednesday

8:30 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Grady Weyandt requested by
his mother

Thursday, March 3 - Thursday after Ash Wednesday
8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by
Deacon Gene & Famliy

Friday, March 4 - Friday after Ash Wednesday
8:30 AM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Bernie & Julie Beiswenger

Saturday, March 5 - Vigil of 1** Sunday of Lent

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dave & Connie McManuels

Sunday, March 6 - 1* Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for Henri Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

February Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For religious sisters and consecrated women

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women;
thanking them for their mission and their courage;
may they continue to find new responses to the
challenges of our times.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Pt 1:3-9; Ps 111:1-2, 5-6, 9, 10c; Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: 1 Pt 1:10-16; Ps 98:1-4; Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: JI 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17,

2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; Rom 10:8-13;

Lk 4:1-13
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Sirach 27:5

the furnace,

IS in
so in tribulation is the test of the just.

As the test of what the potter molds

Eighth

Sunday In
Ordinary

Time

February 27, 2022

Nocturne: Furnace
1879/80

James McNeill Whistler
American, 1834-1903
Art Institute of Chicago

PREPARING FOR LENT

As we approach the season of Lent, Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians gives us a
sneak peek of Easter, waiting for us on the other side: “Where, O death, is your victo-

ry? Where, O death, is your sting?” Paul’s conclusion, telling us to remain steadfast
and devoted to the Lord’s work, could serve as a Lenten motto. The reading from
Sirach provides a series of adages regarding discipline of the tongue, and of our
speech. Maybe not a bad Lenten practice to observe. Even Jesus in Luke’s Gospel
gets into the act, encouraging a cleansing of the heart (“A clean heart create for me,
God” we will sing in Psalm 51 during Lent), so that from the goodness of our heart we
will bring good into the world. Of course, these insights from Sirach, Paul, and Luke

serve us quite well year-round. What we truly do “in the Lord” is never done in vain.

IS THIS ON THE TEST?

Today’s reading from Sirach reminds us not to praise others before they speak, “for
it is then that people are tested.” Jesus, in Luke’s Gospel, takes it a step further, re-
minding us that we are also known by the fruit borne in our lives. It doesn’t take long
to think of a person or group of people who speak beautiful, praiseworthy words, and
yet their lives are unfruitful, or their lives outright contradict their speech. This is the
class of people we call “hypocrites,” and it’s clear in all the Gospels that Jesus has
no time for them. Our speech does test us, but the test is really to demonstrate that
there is a connection between what we say and how we live. Expressed another way,
this is the age-old discussion about faith and works. A truly deep-rooted faith will
bear fruit in the works, in the actions of our lives. As happens so often in discipleship,
we are dealing with the both/and, not either/or.

TALKING HEARTS

As disciples who follow Jesus, we believe that we are following God’s very Word-
made-Flesh. The theological term for this is In-carn-ation, the “in-flesh-made” sec-
ond person of the Trinity. As followers of the Word, our words are truly important. Our
hearts and mouths are wired together, as Jesus tells us today: “from the fullness of the
heart the mouth speaks.” This is yet another echo of the wisdom of Sirach: “Speech
discloses the bent of a person’s heart.” Eventually, our words —and the other actions
of our lives—will convey what is truly in our hearts. Perhaps the ultimate test of our
discipleship is not merely our words, or
even our actions, but on a deeper level
the test is whether or not others will find
in us God’s word “in-flesh-made.” Our
mission is to be the Word-made-flesh, in
the flesh again in our own place and time.




If we let God fill our hearts with love and good ideas,
we will speak good things.
Using that same idea, Jesus talked about
a good tree growing fruit.
Follow the directions under each tree.

oranges

on this tree.

Draw 7
apples on
this tree.

Draw 9 pears
on this tree.

©.8. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year C  Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul told people
they were like a letter that was “written on our hearts.”
See how many new words you can spell inside the heart shapes
using the letters in that phrase.
One has been written in to give you a start.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

When Jesus ascended to heaven, he assured his followers, “Iam with you always”
(Matthew 28:20). One way that Jesus remains with us is in the sacrament of the
Eucharist. We share in Christ’'s Body and Blood when we receive Communion.
When Mass is concluded, Jesus’ real presence in the consecrated host is reserved in
the tabernacle. (“Reserved” means “set aside for a particular purpose or person.”)
Ministers of care often take Communion from the tabernacle to homebound, sick,
¢ and dying parishioners. The tabernacle is usually beautifully decorated and kept
locked to show our love and respect for the Eucharist.
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People also come to the tabernacle to pray and worship Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. They can do this as part of formal prayer at a Holy Hour, or they
can make a visit to the church and pray silently before the tabernacle.

This real presence of Christ is | A1
indicated by a sanctuary lamp. The __If f -
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sanctuary is the area usually set L
apart from the rest of the church. —
It includes the altar, pulpit, and ! ———y

chair for the priest. The sanctuary
lamp is wusually placed on or
hanging near the tabernacle. The
candle in the lamp is always kept
burning to remind us that Jesus is
present.

Make a visit to your parish church and look for the
tabernacle and sanctuary lamp. When you find them, ‘
kneel quietly in a pew and say a prayer thanking Jesus
for being with us always. When you return home,
draw a picture of the lamp and tabernacle.




The Most Complete
RISH.COHI Online National

Directory of

Check It Out T°day! Catholic Parishes

o2le
tRes

INCORPORATED

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems
Two-Way Communications
400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
Wwww.comprosinc.com

ONE Y PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

erh OneParish! g ==
10

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment
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*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)
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