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§ NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS
2 LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
o\ Sat. Feb. 19 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, Sat. Feb. 19 -4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Billy Sweet,
N=) Susanna Tomlinson NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
e Sun. Feb. 20 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, James Krug  Sun. Feb. 20 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Ray Kennedy,
é Sun. Feb. 20-11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Gary Johnson Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
= ALTAR SERVERS Sun. Feb. 20- 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marilyn Bevin,
Sat. Feb. 19 - 4:00 PM - McKenna Koeck, NOT FILLED Dolores Capriotti, Patrick Podoletz
Sun. Feb. 20 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Davis SACRISTAN
Sun. Feb. 20 - 11:00 AM - Aidan Schurr, NOT FILLED Sat. Feb. 19 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. Feb. 20 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sat. Feb. 19 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, David Loth Sun. Feb. 20 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
Sun. Feb. 20 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark SCRIP

Sun. Feb. 20- 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom  sat. Feb. 19 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi

Sun. Feb. 20- 8:00 AM - Amber & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Feb. 20 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED

February Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For religious sisters and consecrated women

Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours.
Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied.

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women;
thanking them for their mission and their courage;
may they continue to find new responses to the
challenges of our times.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos:
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I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

PARISH DIRECTORY — The celebration of our 100" anniversary is an opportunity for us to strengthen the bonds of par-
ish life. Getting to know one another and being able to put names to faces enriches our life together as a parish family.
A parish directory is an enormous help to that end. Make an appointment through the parish office or by seeing Deb-
bie Johnson after the weekend Masses. Every person photographed will receive a free 8x10 color photo, as well as a
free directory. Additional photos can be ordered! Remember, this directory will not be complete without YOU! Call
today!

CARE BOXES! A reminder that our Care boxes are to be turned in by Ash Wednesday, March 2™. Sincerest gratitude
to all those who responded generously in taking a care box to be prepared for someone in need, a project organized by
the St. Vincent DePaul Society.

OUR LOCAL MEETING TO PREPARE FOR THE SYNOD! Pope Francis wants to hear from the whole Church about what
is happening in local parishes. He wants to hear from you as parishioners as to what you think should be done to help
make our parishes better. The way he has proposed is by doing a synod, which is journeying together to listen and dis-
cern what the Holy Spirit is saying to our Church today. There will be many opportunities throughout the diocese for
parishioners to engage and share their inspired thoughts. The first experience will be that of Small Faith Sharing
Groups. The diocese is offering a workshop to highlight the synod and our participation this Sunday afternoon at 1:00-
3:00 PM at Saint Mark's Church 416 6th Ave, Altoona. Those involved with small Arise groups are urged to attend. You
are asked to register online with the diocese, or in our parish office.

SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY originated as a Christian feast day honoring one or two early Christian martyrs named Saint
Valentine and, through later folk traditions, has become a significant cultural, religious, and commercial celebration

of romance and love in many regions of the world. There are a number of martyrdom stories associated with various
Valentines connected to February 14, including an account of the imprisonment of Saint Valentine of Rome for minis-
tering to Christians persecuted under the Roman Empire in the third century. According to an early tradition, Saint Val-
entine restored sight to the blind daughter of his jailer. Numerous later additions to the legend have better related it to
the theme of love: an 18th-century embellishment to the legend claims he wrote the jailer's daughter a letter signed
"Your Valentine" as a farewell before his execution (269 AD); another addition posits that Saint Valentine performed
weddings for Christian soldiers who were forbidden to marry. Now you know a bit more of the story!

I HAVE YOU SCHEDULED YOUR APPOINTMENT TO HAVE YOUR PHOTO I

. TAKEN FOR OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY DIRECTORY? .

| It really won’t be complete without you! Our last directory was printed in 2016 is now out-dated, so it is time for a |
-new one. Please see Debbie Johnson after mass this weekend to make an appointment to have your picture taken, or

| schedule by using the link on our website stjohnsaltoona.org. You can also call the office at 814-942-5503 on weekdays |
.from 9 to 3 to schedule.

|Your participation will help Monsignor Becker, Deacon Gene and Fr. Nelson as well as the parish staff and our com-

* mittee volunteers. While you need only remember a few names, with over 400 families registered in this parish and at -
|St. Rose, it’s hard for us to remember everyone’s name! .
Every family photographed for the directory will receive a copy of the directory and an 8x10 portrait at no cost.
| So please, sign-up today! |
. We need every parishioner and family to participate in order for it to be a success. .
iThe company putting our directory together will be here for several days at the end of February and the beginning of |

. March to take photos in the Parish Center. Unlike last time, there will be only 1 photographer and 1 photo session
rscheduled at a time. Photo dates are: Thursday, February 24; Friday, February 25; Monday, February 28 and Tues-
l ' day, March 1. Appointments are available from 2:00 PM through 8:25 PM each day, but are filling up quickly. |
* At this appointment, you will have a professional photography session, view your proofs on computer, choose the .
I photo that goes in the directory, and have the opportunity to purchase extra portraits for family and friends. |
- You may call the office at 814-942-5503 on weekdays from 9 to 3 to schedule an appointment or use the link on our
website: stjohnsaltoona.org. |




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

i February 13: CLASS - 9:15 - 10:45 AM

. February 13: 10th Grade Spring Session & 10th Grade
I Rite of Commitment at 11:00 Mass

| February 20: NO CLASS

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Don’t look very far when you
hear today’s gospel speak of poverty, hunger, sorrow or
exclusion. These things happen in families. Children feel
“insulted” when they are constantly criticized. Spouses
“hunger” for affection. Grandparents feel “excluded” by
divorce and custody decisions. Parents “weep” because
they feel alienated from their children. Reprinted with
permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available upon
request. Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 to
request your giving statement. If you are registered with
My Own Church, you can log in and download your state-
ment yourself.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Today’s readings speak of
hope, the essential quality for the Christian stew-
ards. Hope is the very definition of a stewardship
way of life; focusing on eternity as we live our daily
lives and relying on God to provide for our needs
and satisfy our deepest longings for meaning and
happiness right now.

In the Beatitudes Jesus is describing the character of
one who is living a life of hope. It is not always an
easy life, but it is a deeply meaningful life and one
that leads to eternal reward. “Blessed are those who
know how to detach themselves from their posses-
sions and their power so as to put them at the ser-
vice of the needy,” Pope John Paul ll. (Stewardship

Reflection, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc.
2021/12/19; 2022/1/18)

January 29/30, 2022
Envelopes S 3,549.00
Loose Offerings S 144.00
Parish Development S 5.00
Catholic Education S 10.00
Tornado Disaster Relief $ 20.00
Food Bank Collection  $ 10.00
Subtotal S 3,738.00
Online Giving S 1,528.00
Total Offertory S 5,266.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $182,546
Pledge Payment Committed $8,240
Total Pledges/Donations $190,786

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell e Michelle Cooney ¢ Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty ¢ Norma Foose
Leann Frazier ¢ Nicole Gervinski ¢ Don James
Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias
Angela Mazzei e Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Todd Pletcher ¢ Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e John Rita ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter
Betsy Slat ¢ Mary Jo Stephenson ¢ Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ® Mary Truesdale e Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel
HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:

Darlene Humes
Laverne Kociola, mother of George (Ann) Kociola
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

SAMARITAN COMMITTEE REPORT: February 2022

St John’s Parish continues to address food disparity in our
Community and feed those in need.

We were able to continue our generous contributions to
nine agencies with monetary donations of over $3150 in
February and monthly distribution of food items that you
bring to church. Thank you to all the volunteers that deliv-
er food to the agencies. You are all true Angels and your
generosity and prayers helped so many. This is a testa-
ment to the strong faith community within our parish.
Looking forward to a blessed year as we continue to prac-
tice God’s love in our community!

Suwsarnar Tomdinson

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

# Download on the GETITON
@& App Store » Google Play

SCRIP TIP: Want to order scrip but not sure which store
you will be in?

The RaiseRight app for scrip can be your answer. Add up
the amount in your cart, use your smartphone to pur-
chase an egift card for the correct amount. This works in
many restaurants also! For more information, contact our
scrip coordinator, Chris Palazzi at cpalazzi52@yahoo.com.




PRAYING WITH ICONS ZOOM CLASS OFFERED: Icons are
not simply art; they are a way into contemplative prayer,
and therefore one way to let God speak to us. The class,
Praying With Icons, focuses on the Festal Icons (the major
events in the life of Christ and the Theotokos) and the
Sacred Scripture that speaks to us through the sacred im-
ages. Deacon Michael Russo will be presenting this six
week Zoom class Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 PM
beginning February 14™. The cost of the class (which in-
cludes registration and materials) is $65. To register
please contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000 or email at
mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All are welcome!

NEWCOMERS: Welcome to our parish family! If you wish
to participate fully in our parish life, please register in the
office at 309 Lotz Ave. Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM to 3:00
PM or complete a Parish Registration Form provided in
the Gathering Space and return it in the offertory collec-
tion. To volunteer for parish ministries, kindly call the
office at 814-942-5503 for more information .

ROSARY RALLY: America Needs Fatima - Saturday, Febru-
ary 19, 2022 at 2:00 PM - Outdoors at St. Michael Church,
Hollidaysburg, but in the event of inclement weather the
rally will be indoors.

Let us Pray for God's mercy, and in honor of Saints Jacinta
and Francisco. Sponsored by Catholic Daughters of Ameri-
ca, Our Lady of the Alleghenies Court # 1755

LENTEN JOURNEY SERIES AT ST. BERNARDINE MONAS-
TERY: “As We Journey Through Lent” — Join the Friars at
St. Bernardine Monastery, 768 Monastery Road, Hol-
lidaysburg, for a time of reflection, prayer, and fellowship
during this Lenten season. Wednesdays — March 9™, 16",
23", and 30" from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. Lunch is included
and a free-will offering will be taken. You must register by
calling the Monastery office by Friday, March 4™ at 814-
695-3802.

SAVE THE DATE! St. Benedict Parish, Johnstown will be
hosting Inspiration Speaker, Nina Marie Corona for a Len-
ten Parish Mission, “Choices: The Hinges of Destiny — A
Lenten Journey of Discernment”. This three night event
will be held from 7:00 to 8:30 PM, March 27, 28, and 29,
2022. Each evening will include powerful talks, images,
videos, and music for reflection. Practical tools will be
offered to help us choose what better leads to a deepen-
ing of God’s life in us. This event is open to all in the Al-
toona-Johnstown Diocese, tickets are not required. A
love offering will be taken. For more information contact
Deacon Michael Russo at 814-288-3036 or by email at
michael.russo@atlanticbb.net.

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 13, 2022

“Blessed are you who are poor,

for the kingdom of God is yours.
Blessed are you who are now hungry,
for you will be satisfied.”

— Luke 6:20-21a

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, February 13 - 6™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Fred Mazzarella requested by
Karen Mazzarella

Monday, February 14 - Saints Cyril, Monk & Methodius,

Bishop
8:30 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

Tuesday, February 15 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Jim Destefano requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Wednesday, February 16 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Helen Sylvia Campbell

Thursday, February 17 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Margaret & Regina requested by
their sister, Marian Monios

Friday, February 18 - Weekday
8:15 AM - Morning Prayer
8:30 AM - Communion Service

Saturday, February 19 - Vigil of YA Sunday in Ordinary

Time

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Nephews Travis, Joe & David
requested by Jane Byrne

Sunday, February 20 - 7*" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Peter Stoltzfus requested by
Arise Group

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76;
Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a; 14-15, 18-19;
Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mk 8:22-26
Thursday: Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-7; Mk 8:27-33
Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-6; Mk 8:34 — 9:1
Saturday: Jas 3:1-10; Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8; Mk 9:2-13
Sunday: 1Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-4, 8,
10, 12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38




The St. John’s 100" Year Anniversary Committee is looking for your
memories and opinions. The committee will include memories in our
100™ Year Commemorative Booklet and highlight some stories in the
weekly bulletin. Please take a few minutes to answer any or all of the
questions below. Responses can be scanned and emailed to
dj219@msn.com or stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net , returned in the
collection basket or dropped off in the parish office.
The St. John’s 100" Year Anniversary Committee appreciates your time
and help!

Do you have any early memories of St. John’s that you would like to share? Do you
remember any stories told by your parents or grandparents about the early events of
our church?

What are some of the positive reasons you have been a member of St. John’s over the
years? Why were you drawn to this parish?

Are there any Sacraments, events, groups, book studies or social events that have
touched you in some way and your faith has grown because of this event? Are there any
of these events that we have lost through the years that you would like to see return?

Do you have any funny stories or stories in general to share that have happened at St.
John’s?







Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown S Y no d
20 21

'Synod Survey 22 2

1. How often do you attend Sunday Mass?

[] More than weekly [ ] Monthly or more [] 1-2 times per year
[ ] Weekly [] Lessthan monthly [] Rarely or never

2. How would you describe your relationship with Jesus Christ?
[] Close, personal, and significant [] 1 believe in Him, but do not have a close relationship
[] Existing, but not strong [] Nonexistent

3. My parish planning includes ways to reach and attract youth, young adults, singles,
members of minority communities, widows/widowers, divorced and has found ways
to bring them into the parish community.

[] Strongly Agree [] Disagree [] NotSure
L] Agree [] Strongly Disagree

4. My parish has specific ways to reach out to those who are not active or have
become less active in our parish.

[] Strongly Agree [] Disagree [] Not Sure

[] Agree [] Strongly Disagree
5. What ministries or outreach do you admire/think are important in the Church?

What outreach or ministry would you like to see? How would you be able to help in
current and future outreach?

6. What in the Church has helped deepen your faith in Jesus Christ?

7. What is keeping us from joyfully spreading the Good News of Jesus?

When completed, please return this survey to your parish. All responses are due by April 30, 2022.
For more information on the Synod go to dioceseaj.org/synod
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Jeremiah
Wy —¢

whose hopeis in the Lorp.

He is like a tree planted beside the waters

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lorp,
that stretches out its roots to the stream.

Sixth

Sunday Iin
Ordinary
Time

February 13,2022

Te burao (The Hibiscus Tree)
1892

Paul Gauguin

French, 1848-1903

Art Institute of Chicago

BLESSINGS AND WOES

Today we hear once again of the deep connection between Jesus and Israel’s proph-
ets. In the reading from Jeremiah, God’s curses at the opening are counterbalanced by
God’s blessings in the second part. In Luke’s version of the Beatitudes, Jesus begins
with blessings, then counterbalances with a “woe” section. The point is clear: the way
we live our lives has a direct connection to whether we will experience curses and woes,
or blessings instead. Of course, being among God’s blessed ones (in Latin, beati, from
which “beatitudes” comes) doesn’t necessarily mean a life free of woe. Jesus, in his
fully human nature, knew this. He also knew that when we seek happiness through our
own devices, and trust only in ourselves, the woes are guaranteed to come. Let us fol-
low the wisdom of Jeremiah and Jesus, along with the opening of the book of Psalms
(echoed by Jeremiah today): “blessed are the ones who trust in the Lord.”

| DON'T KNOW

There are times when the smartest, but most difficult, thing we can say is, “l don’t
know.” While we often think of this as a sign of weakness, the amount of humility it
takes to say this means that the word of God is alive and well in us. To say “l don’t
know” means that we look outside of ourselves to learn, and to find those who do
know, and—ultimately —accept that we have to look to others and to God to help us,
to guide us through life. To place our trust and hope only in this world, Paul tells the
Corinthians (and us!), makes us people to be pitied. Jesus echoes this in the “woes”
section of Luke’s Beatitudes, when he points out that trusting in earthly wealth, full
bellies, entertainments, and reputation will, eventually, not be enough when we are
called beyond this life.

LOOK ’EM IN THE EYE

Prior to delivering the blessings and woes of his “Sermon on the Plain” in Luke, Jesus
had been on top of a mountain in prayer, after which he selected the Twelve to go on
his mission with him. Coming down from the mountain, the first thing Jesus does is
show them what is at the heart of his—and their—mission: preaching to the multitude,
healing all who were in need of it, no matter where they had come from. Luke then
carefully notes that Jesus raises his eyes, not to look toward heaven again in prayer,
but he raises his eyes to look directly at his disciples, to share the message of blessings
and woes. This scene echoes Moses coming down from the mountain to give Israel
its command as to how they should live in

God'’s covenant. As followers of Jesus to- TODAY’S READINGS
day, we are called to live out his mission to

the world, while we also look beyond this Jeremiah 17:5-8

world to trust in God, our only hope. Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Luke 6:17. 20-26




Remember to trust God.
God will always be there for you!
Find the letters that spell out the word TRUST.
Color them red. .

el L

God's Word for Children

BN\ N\ N\ N N\ N\ ¥

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
dJesus taught us about the kinds of people who are blessed by God.
This teaching is called the Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-21).
Draw a line from each speech bubble on the left
to the one on the right that will complete what Jesus said.

for you will
be satisfied.

Blessed are
you who

are poOr,

for the
kingdom of
God s yours.

Blessed are
you who are

now weepings

Blessed are
you who are

now hungry,

will \ough.
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SACRAMENTS AND SACRAMENTALS

The seven sacraments of the Catholic Church are visible signs that celebrate what we believe about
God and God’s Church. They give God’s grace to the Church and are a source of God’s life for us.

Sacramentals are objects the Church considers sacred or holy because they prepare us to receive
and work with the grace of the sacraments to bring us closer to God (see the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1677).

You are probably familiar with many Candles
of these sacramentals. You might have
seen some of these sacred objects
in your parish church. @ @

Someday soon, make a visit to your church with
an adult in your family and see how many of them
you can find. You might also have some in your home.
You can also look for any statues, pictures,
holy medals, rosaries, and scapulars that belong
to your family.

Incense

)
\ ‘. A
—l— </

¢ o
i\ s
\ \ Crucifixes
N 3 (cross with the form of Jesus on it) and crosses
| < > Bells - Statues - Rosary - Holy water/font
/A \ /
\ \ Ashes (on Ash Wednesday) - Holy medals
\
=== Saapular You might draw pictures of these sacramentals

and write a sentence about when and how they are used.
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona
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Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!

Ask For Us By Name!!!

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. . > K
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
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it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment
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Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25°*

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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378660 St John the Evangelist Church www.jspaluch.com

vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
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A\w J§ 5< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Mank o]

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

24
: EMERGENCY
SERVICE

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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