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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

/ PASTORAL STAFF
' Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

» LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
4 Sat. Jan. 22 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, Maria Spayd  Sat. Jan. 22 -4:00 PM - Carolyn English, Paula VanSickel,
Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, Betsy Lloyd, Larry VanSickel
Diane Turcovsky Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark, Ginny Reeder,
Sun. Jan. 23-11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Donna Moyer Ed Stoltz, Jane Strasser
ALTAR SERVERS Sun. Jan. 23 - 11:00 AM-Walter Bloom, Patrick Podoletz,
Sat. Jan. 22 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED,, NOT FILLED Wendy Campbell, Dolores Capriotti
Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Lily Davis SACRISTAN
Sun. Jan. 23 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch Sat. Jan. 22 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sat. Jan. 22 - 4:00 PM - David Loth, Connie Baker Sun. Jan. 23 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci SCRIP
Sun. Jan. 23 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Sat.Jan. 22 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Susanna Tomlinson Sun. Jan. 23 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED

Sun. Jan. 23 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from religious
discrimination and persecution; may their own rights
and dignity be recognized, which originate from being
brothers and sisters in the human family.




I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY SPEAKER - Next weekend we welcome a guest speaker, Mr. Joe Maschue, to share with
us its ongoing ministry to the poor and disadvantaged of the greater Altoona area, inviting us to consider how we
might become more active.

2022 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, JANUARY 18-25 — The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
in 2022 is “We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship Him.” This theme was selected by the Middle East
Council of Churches and originates from the churches in Lebanon. Present times in Lebanon are extremely difficult and
economically disastrous. All this combined with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have made the situation quite
stressful. The power of prayer in solidarity with those who suffer is a demonstration of Christian unity and a sign of
communion.

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD -- JANUARY 23, 2022 — Two years ago on the feast of St Jerome, Pope Francis pro-
claimed that the 3™ Sunday in Ordinary Time be observed annually as the Sunday of the Word of God. He declared it "a
Sunday given over entirely to the Word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant
dialogue between the Lord and his people.” He goes on to vividly describe the power of the Word of God: it “makes a
pathway within us. We listen to it with our ears and it passes to our hearts; it does not remain in our ears; it must go to
the heart. And from the heart, it passes to the hands, to good deeds. This is the path which the Word of God follows:
from our ears to our heart and hands”.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS — Congratulations to Lydia & Violet Krug, students at St. Pat-
rick’s School in Newry, who have each been awarded a $500 Scholarship through the John & Helen Despot Scholarship
Endowment. We also congratulate Estella Koch, a ot grade student at Bishop Guilfoyle, on receiving the $725 William
& Josephine Seiler Scholarship.

| PLANNING A NEW 100TH ANNIVERSARY DIRECTORY: Since the = —l
- Covid pandemic began so many people have not been able or not :

been comfortable coming to Mass and we have had to cancel so
- many of our parish social and educational activities. It is time to get
| reacquainted.

* The first way we are going to do that is to make a new parish direc- o ) — , /L .
tory for our 100" anniversary as a parish. For those who have been SAVE THE DATE |

- away for a while and for new staff and our pastors, it will becomea  Make your appointment to be included
valuable resource. We need every parishioner and their family to in the new pictorial directory! |
- participate in order for it to be a success. ¢ John the Evangellst Catholic Church I
. The company putting our directory together will be here for several Altoona. PA !
. Photo dates: Feb 24-25, 28 2022 .
days at the end of February and the beginning of March to take pho- March 12022 |

-tos in the Parish Center. Unlike last time, there will be only 1 pho- :
|tographer and 1 photo session scheduled at a time. Photo dates |
:are: Thursday, February 24; Friday, February 25; Monday, February :
| 28 and Tuesday, March 1. Appointments are available from 2:00 PM through 8:25 PM each day. |
. At this appointment, you will have a professional photography session, schedule a ZOOM meeting to see your proofs

| on computer and have the opportunity to purchase extra portraits for family and friends. |

| All participating families receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory. |

[ Below is a link you can use to schedule your photo session online or you may call the office at 814-942-5503 on week- |
. days from 9 to 3 to schedule. This link is also on our website: stjohnsaltoona.org.

| https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=3534502&typld=63966&step=2 |




FAITH FORMATION NEWS :

 January 16: NO CLASS !
. January 23: CLASS/ 11th Grade Spring Session (All Faith |
I Formation and BG students in 11th Grade.) :
; January 23: 11:00 AM - 9th Grade Rite of Blessing at
11:00 Mass for Candidates and Parent/Sponsor I
I January 30: NO CLASS ;

I February 6: CLASS |

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Our Lord chose to include the
servants to assist in the performance of His first public
miracle. 2,000 plus years later, He still chooses to include
us in his miracles through our cooperation with Him in
using the gifts and talents He has given us. What a privi-
lege!

It is also a sobering reality that because God has made
each of us with unique and different gifts, we are re-
quired to use our gifts to benefit all of those around us,
especially our parish communities. All members, young
and old, must share their gifts for the good of all. The
parish family will suffer if even one member holds back.
Let us take care to listen to our Blessed Mother as Jesus
did. Let us examine our lives this week to see if we really
are “doing whatever He tells us,” and are cooperating
with God to make the best use of the gifts He has given
us. If we take this call seriously, He will perform miracles

in all our families and community. (Stewardship Reflection,
Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2021/12/21)

January 1/2, 2021
Envelopes S 5,166.00
Loose Offerings S 605.61
Children’s Offerings S 14.00
Parish Development S 50.00
Catholic Education S 96.00
Solemnity of Mary S 700.00
Christmas Offering S 2,216.00
Tornado Disaster Relief S 1,092.00
Food Bank Collection  $ 45.00
Subtotal S 9,984.61
Online Giving S 2,813.00
Total Offertory $12,797.61

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $182,241
Pledge Payment Committed $8,545
Total Pledges/Donations $190,786

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal $42,813
January 1 - December 29
Payments/Donations $48,670
*QOver our Goal $5,857

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell e Michelle Cooney ¢ Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Debbie Digman e Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ¢ Nicole Gervinski ¢ Ray Hess
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ® Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller
Karrie McCall ¢ Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Todd Pletcher e Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley ® Olga Romerowicz
Amy Rossi ® Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat ¢ Mary Jo Stephenson
Patty Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte e Marion Tessitore
Mary Truesdale ¢ Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel

JOIN THE JOY DRUMMIERS: Looking to reduce stress,
boost your immune system, relax, & enjoy general well-
being in the new year? Look no further than your own
parish and join the Joy Drummers!

This group meets every Monday, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, in the
Parish Center. You need no previous drumming experi-
ence or musical background, just the desire to share some
time with friends in a meaningful, mellow way.

Why not come try it this week?

Drums are available for beginners.

For more information, contact Dave Despot at 814-944-
8655.

REGISTER FOR ONLINE GIVING: —
Please consider registering to use
Online Giving instead of weekly
envelopes for contributions to our
parish. This can be very convenient
when you are unable to attend mass at St. John’s. The
application provides you a convenient option that you
may access at any time. Your gift will be transferred from
your preferred method of payment directly to our parish.
There’s no need to share any sensitive account infor-
mation with parish staff. We have implemented Online
Giving because it is convenient, safe and secure, and sim-
ple. You can start, stop and change your contributions at
anytime. Sign up by visiting our parish website:
stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate Online which is be-
low Parish Information on the left side of the page and
complete the online registration form.




DISCOVER AND CELEBRATE

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Thank you for supporting
Holy Trinity Catholic School!

SCRIP TIP: Planning some new home projects or purchas-
ing new appliances? If you purchase gift cards for Lowes
or Home Depot from us at face value, we order those
cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price.
The difference is an instant rebate for St. John the Evange-
list Church. Whether you choose to paint, upgrade your
bathroom or lay new carpeting in your home, choose scrip
to make your purchases!

A NOTE FROM THE NEW PASTOR OF OUR SISTER PARISH
IN HAITI: This note was received by Mary Lee from the
new pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Haiti:

Hello,

How are you doing? Did you enjoy your Christmas ? How
was the St. John Feast? Here, in the Parish, we celebrated
a very beautiful Mass in honor of St. John last Monday 12,
27 with the Parishioners. We prayed for the health, bless-
ing and protection for each person of St. John Evangelist
Parish.

Let me wish you also Happy New Year 2022. May God
continue to bless you and all of America.

Union of prayers!

Sincerely yours in Christ:

Fr. Bernard of Marmont

Diocese of Hinche/Haiti.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: At Cana we get a good in-
sight into Mary’s parenting style. She did not plead, ar-
gue, demand or manipulate. She merely pointed out the
situation and trusted her son would make the best deci-
sion. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud
Ozar.

Volunteers Needed!
Pinnacle Palliative Care, a Catholic palliative and hospice
care company, is looking for volunteers for the following:
Patient Sitters ® Bereavement e Clerical Assistance
Public Relations e Crafters (sewing, knitting, card mak-
ing, etc.)
Pinnacle volunteers will be oriented in our training pro-
gram to ensure you have the proper skills for patients and
their families. For more information, please contact Sarah
Marchi at Pinnacle Palliative Care at 814-201-2532
“It is to those who have the most need of us that we ought
to show our love more especially” -Saint Francis de Sales

© 1. 8. Paluch Co.. Inc.

Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
January 16, 2022

Nations shall behold your vindication,
and all the kings your glory.

— Isaiah 62:2

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, January 16 - 2™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for Guido Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Monday, January 17 - St. Anthony, Abbot
8:30 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral
requested by Bill & Pattie Sweet

Tuesday, January 18 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Bob Cole requested by
His nephew Carl

Wednesday, January 19 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Joseph Gallagher requested by
The Joe Burger Family

Thursday, January 20 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Chad Neil Johnson requested by
Rich & Joyce Lowe

Friday, January 21 - St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr
8:30 AM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Jerry & Rita Kibler

Saturday, January 22 - Vigil of 3" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Dave Petrak requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

Sunday, January 23 - 3" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Fred Mazzarella requested by
Karen Mazzarella

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;
Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13; Mk 3:7-12
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3, 5-7,;
Mk 3:20-21, or any of a number of readings for the
Day of Prayer
Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8-10, 15; 1 Cor 12:12
-30 [12-14, 27]; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21




“Do whatever he tells you

SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME
January 16, 2022

BROKEN SILENCE

“For Pete’s sake will you kids be quiet?” This question, no doubt, has passed the
lips of numerous parents through the years. It’s tempting to speculate as to who,
exactly, was instructing Isaiah to be quiet. Neighbors? Fellow prophets? Family?
No matter. Isaiah says firmly that for the sake of Jerusalem and Zion he will not be
silent. Conversely, in the familiar passage in today’s Gospel reading, Mary chides
her son to break his silence, to save the wedding soon to run out of wine. Jesus
responds with a prophetic action, one that signals the miraculous, bountiful joy
flowing at the heavenly wedding feast. Prophetic words, prophetic deeds—both

flow from a broken silence.

PROBLEM CHILDREN

The Corinthians seem to have been Paul’s problem children. His two letters to them
are much longer than any of his other letters—two, three, or four times as long as
some. It seems that if the early Christians at Corinth could misunderstand or do
something wrong, they would. Fortunately for us, the two letters to the Corinthians,
though they contain much didactic or instructional material, also provide some of
Paul’'s most well-crafted and grace-filled writing. This is certainly true today, with
Paul’s litany of gifts that the Spirit bestows on the faithful, even to this day. Paul
seeks to calm the squabbling that seems to have been going on, as the Corinthians
tried to claim one gift or another as more important. All gifts come from the same
Spirit, Paul reminds them; and the various gifts are given for the benefit of the com-
munity. When jealousy arises in our midst today, we can still turn to Paul’s insights so
we might stop being prideful, problem children.

WONDROUS CHILD

In the Gospel scene at Cana, we see Mary turning to her own child, Jesus. Perhaps
she recalled the power of the Spirit that had flowed in her womb at his Incarnation,
leading her to discern that surely he must have Spirit-given gifts that could help with
the impending crisis at the wedding. As at her Annunciation, she may not have been
completely certain, at first, exactly how this would come about, but in faith at Cana
she turned to Jesus. In faith, her words, “do whatever he tells you,” echoed her reply
to Gabriel: “Let it be done to me as you say.” In faith, she knows whatever words the
Word will speak are bound to bring another inbreaking of the Spirit, another mani-
festation of God’s reign. And she is right.

Her wondrous child, John the Evangelist TODAY’S READINGS
tells us, performed his first wonder there,

and signaled the presence of the divine in Isaiah 62:1-5

the everyday. Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Nohnt2=1=ik
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%\t a wedding at Cana, Jesus turned water into wine (John 2:1-11). ﬁ

This “sign” told the disciples to believe in Jesus.
Choose a word from the left and write it on the correct traffic sign. ;
Then read them along with the words beside them.
“Sign” your name at the bottom if you'd like! §

TGHT and receive Jesus’
R free gift of love!
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+o God’s plans
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1o Jesus!

YIELD

)

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of

Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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will obey +hese!
Name
©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. ¢ 800-566-6150 * Year C * Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

God's Word for Children

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Use any of the vowels on the right to finish spelling the names
of some spiritural gifts God gives.
Notice how they are inside a numeral 1.
This reminds us that even though the gifts vary,
they all come from a single source—God.

777 7 Z 7R\
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List your
gifts ‘'on
these lines.




When the wine ran short, the mother of
Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."
John 2:3

&)

FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

One of the most important things we can do to help bring about God’s kingdom is pray. This week
the Church invites us to join in prayer for Christian unity and for the protection of unborn children.

For over a hundred years the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity” has invited Christians around
the world—Catholics, Protestants, all people who believe in Jesus Christ—to take part in an octave of
prayer. An octave celebrates a feast or an important event for eight days. This year’s Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity begins on January 18 and ends on January 25. Each day of the octave
should be observed with prayer. You can say the prayer posted on the U.S. bishops’ website (usccb.org)
or say one of your own. Jesus himself prayed “that all may be one” when he shared the Last Supper
with his friends (John 17:21). We continue this prayer of Jesus as we work toward becoming one family
in Christ.

In the middle of this Week of Christian Unity, on January 22, we are called upon to pray that people
will recognize the holiness of all life. We especially focus on praying for the unborn and we remember
to keep sacred all stages of life until death.

This flower has eight petals,
one for each day of the octave
of Christian Unity. Number
the petals with the dates 18
through 25. On each petal
write the name of someone
you can pray for during this
special time. You might pray
for a Christian friend of another
tradition, someone who is a
member of your parish, or the
leaders of different Christian
churches that they will work
for unity. You might pray for
someone who is expecting a
baby, someone with a serious
illness, or someone who might
be dying. Ask Jesus to bring us
together as one. Ask Jesus to
teach us that each person'’s life
is precious.
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Thond o

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!

Ask For Us By Name!!!

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. . > K
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg 695-1551 cifa 10 dlld
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to clog or we'll clean

it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

LNG[ERT Gl’lardﬂ By

Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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LABOR!

ofter of material,
Discount applied b represenativ at
time of contact exccution.
Offer ands 1213172021
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BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25°*

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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A\w J§ 5< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Mank o]

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

24
: EMERGENCY
SERVICE

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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