
LECTORS 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,  
            Joyce Cunningham 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 8:00 AM - Ginnny Reeder, Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan.  9 - 11:00 AM - Gary Johnson, Patrick Schurr  

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 4:00 PM - McKenna Koeck ,  NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 8:00 AM - Abigail Hovance, Amber Yasolsky 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Evie Koch 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, David Loth 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Marilyn Bevan 

 
 
 
 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat. Jan. 8 -4:00 PM - Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel, 
           Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 8:00 AM - Jane Strasser, Mike O’Neill, 
             Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 11:00 AM -Peg Madden, Dolores Capriotti, 
                        Walter Bloom, Wendy Campbell 

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne  
Sun. Jan. 9 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan 

SCRIP 
Sat. Jan. 8 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Marge Rudolph 
Sun. Jan. 9 -  8:00 AM -  Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 9 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED 
  

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   
PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com  
Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
KrisƟna Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith FormaƟon Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com  
Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

January Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 
For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious  
discriminaƟon and persecuƟon; may their own rights  
and dignity be recognized, which originate from being 

brothers and sisters in the human family. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY – As we celebrate today the feast of the Magi’s visit to Bethlehem, it’s important to be 
reminded of how our Orthodox brothers and sisters are observing this feast. In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany is cele-
brated on 19 January. Epiphany is one of three major Orthodox ChrisƟan celebraƟons along with Christmas and Easter. 
In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany celebrates the bapƟsm of Jesus rather than the arrival of the Magi (Three wise men) 
which is celebrated on 6 January as Epiphany in the Western Church.  Now you know the rest of the story! 

OUR ST. JOHN 2022 CALENDARS COMING SOON – Labor shortages have delayed the delivery of our church calendar 
this year.  Thank you for your paƟence. 

2022 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, JANUARY 18-25 – The theme for the Week of Prayer for ChrisƟan Unity 
in 2022 is “We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship Him.”   This theme was selected by the Middle East 
Council of Churches and originates from the churches in Lebanon. Present Ɵmes in Lebanon are extremely difficult and 
economically disastrous. All this combined with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have made the situaƟon quite 
stressful. The power of prayer in solidarity with those who suffer is a demonstraƟon of ChrisƟan unity and a sign of 
communion. 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD -- JANUARY 23, 2022 – Two years ago on the feast of St Jerome,  Pope Francis pro-
claimed that the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time be observed annually as the Sunday of the Word of God. He declared it "a 
Sunday given over enƟrely to the Word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhausƟble riches contained in that constant 
dialogue between the Lord and his people.”  He goes on to vividly describe the power of the Word of God: it “makes a 
pathway within us. We listen to it with our ears and it passes to our hearts; it does not remain in our ears; it must go to 
the heart.  And from the heart, it passes to the hands, to good deeds. This is the path which the Word of God follows: 
from our ears to our heart and hands”.  

GIFTS AS SYMBOLS: GiŌs are everywhere at this Ɵme of 
year. Christmas giŌs. Hostess giŌs. Hidden giŌs. Wrong-
size giŌs. Unexpected giŌs. Unwanted giŌs. Unreciprocat-
ed giŌs. And in today's readings we hear about even more 
giŌs: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But we know intui-
Ɵvely (or, one hopes, eventually!) that giŌs are symbols of 
something much deeper and less tangible. The giŌ of 
God's Son is, of course, at the heart of our Christmas fes-
ƟviƟes. We are not--and never--alone, because "God is 
with us." (Thus the name Emmanuel.) But wait, that's not 
all! The liturgy reminds us over and over that this is a 
"holy exchange." As Christ came to share in our humanity, 
we come to share in his divinity. The full significance of 
that mystery is a giŌ we have yet to unwrap completely.  

WORRIED ABOUT A LOVED ONE? St. Leonard’s Personal 
Care Home in Hollidaysburg provides medicaƟon manage-
ment, personal hygiene assistance, socializaƟon, meals, 
housekeeping and a 24 hour staff in a home-like environ-
ment. We serve men and women 62+ for whom it is no 
longer safe to live alone. To tour our beauƟful mansion or 
for more informaƟon, call Mrs. Connie CreƟn, administra-
tor, at 814-695-9581 ex. 107 during weekday business 
hours. We are a faith based facility but accept all eligible 
applicants, and will assist with financial aid applicaƟons 
where applicable. MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist 

records up to date! Just visit our parish website at 
stjohnsaltoona.org  and click on the My Own Church link 
on the leŌ side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your informaƟon. If anything has changed, go ahead 
and update your info, and our staff will be noƟfied. 

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great 
Ɵme to create an account. On the Parish Website 
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the leŌ 
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our 
staff has received a request and verified your account, 
you can update your informaƟon. 

If you have quesƟons or want us to make the changes for 
you,  please call the Church Office at 814-942-5503. 
Thanks for helping us update our records! 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Joshua Banks  
ScoƩ Brenneman • Dan Burley • Cari Ann  

Arthur Campbell • Michelle Cooney • BeƩy Dennis  
Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  

Debbie Digman • Bernadine Farrell • Kathy Felty  
Leann Frazier • Nicole Gervinski • Ray Hess  

Don James • Nancy James • Tim Jimenez  
Amy Langenbacher • Lisa • Sherri MaffeƩone  

Genevieve Mathias • Angela Mazzei • Susie Miller 
 Karrie McCall • Sylvia Louise Mills • Barbara Moore  

Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko  
Linda Pletcher • Todd Pletcher • Mary Rajnish  
Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • Olga Romerowicz  

Amy Rossi • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank  
Anne Showalter • Betsy Slat • Mary Jo Stephenson  
PaƩy Swanson • Tim Temofonte • Marion Tessitore  

Joyce Villani • Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel   

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: We observe today the great Feast 
of the Epiphany of the Lord. From poor and humble shep-
herds to the internaƟonal group of magi, Jesus makes it 
clear that He offers Himself as a giŌ to everyone. We also 
learn through the Gospel of MaƩhew that God uses what is 
familiar to us to draw us to Him. Our Lord conƟnues to 
speak to each one of us. 
How can we be aƩune to “hear” and “see” with our spiritual 
senses?  As stewards we must spend Ɵme with the Lord in 
prayer. In the same way that we set professional goals or 
goals for beƩer health, we need to set spiritual goals to en-
sure that we are taking the Ɵme to listen intenƟonally to 
God.  We will find that the the Lord conƟnues to speak to us 
throughout the day.  We will more easily recognize the 
“stars” He places before us to draw us into closer relaƟon-
ship with Him. (Stewardship ReflecƟon, Catholic Stewardship 
Consultants, Inc. 01/03/2019) 

December 19, 2021 

                Envelopes             $    3,944.00 
                Loose Offerings    $       114.00 
                Children’s Offerings  $    12.00 
                Christmas Offering  $   250.00 
                Christmas Flowers   $     55.00 
                Solemnity of Mary  $          25.00 
                Immaculate ConcepƟon $          30.00 
                ReƟrement for Religious $        408.00 
                Food Bank CollecƟon  $        160.00 
                Tornado Disaster Relief $        620.00 
               Subtotal                 $    5,618.00 
                Online Giving                $    1,716.00 
                Total Offertory                  $    7,334.00 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice 
Payments/DonaƟons  $181,656 

Pledge Payment CommiƩed  $9,105 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $190,761 

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal  $42,813 
January 1 - December 15 

Payments/DonaƟons  $47,490 
*Over our Goal $4,677 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

January 2: NO CLASS 
January 8: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 10th Grade Retreat at St. 
 Therese in Fr. Kelly Hall for Candidates & Sponsor 
January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - CLASS 
January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - 9th Grade Spring Session  
January 9: 11:00 AM 9th - Grade Rite of Blessing at 
 11:00 Mass for Candidates and Parent/Sponsor 

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: The Magi in today’s gospel 
were led to Jesus by a star. Who are the stars your chil-
dren follow? Don’t let it be the tabloid stars. Resolve in 
this New Year to be the guiding star in the life of your chil-
dren. Reprinted with permission: A Family PerspecƟve by Bud Ozar.   

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
CONFERENCE INVITATION TO SERVE: The St. Rose of Lima 
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is inviƟng 
caring men and women of all ethniciƟes and cultural 
backgrounds to assist God’s people in our community 
needing food, clothes, rent assistance, uƟlity assistance 
and other emergency needs. Let us remember from 
MaƩhew 25, the Last Judgment: “The king will say, ‘For I 
was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you 
gave me to drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; 
naked you covered me; sick and you visited me; I was in 
prison and you came to me.’ And the just will say, ‘Lord, 
when did we do these things?’ And the King will say to 
them, ‘Amen, I say to you, as long as you did it for one of 
these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me.’” Is it 
Ɵme for you to really live your religious convicƟons and 
give something back for all you have received?  
Come join us Wednesday, January 12th at 6:00 pm at St 
Rose of Lima Church to find out more about what we do. 

SCRIP TIP: Why not make the regular use of our Scrip pro-
gram one of your New Year resoluƟons?  Scrip fundraising 
is a program that enables families to raise money for St. 
John’s. Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday pur-
chases using giŌ cards in place of cash, checks, and credit 
cards. You purchase giŌ cards from us at face value, and 
we order those cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a 
reduced price. Stop at the scrip table in the Gathering 
Space before or aŌer mass to pick up an order form and 
talk to one of our volunteers. Need more informaƟon so 
you can help the church with your everyday purchases?
Call the Parish Office - 814-942-5503. 



JOIN US FOR ZOOM CLASSES THIS NEW YEAR! 
 Sacraments taught by Deacon Michael Russo, Tues-
days from 6:30-8:30 PM (8 weeks) beginning January 11th. 
 ChrisƟan Prayer and Spirituality taught by Deacon 
Michael Russo, 6:30—8:30 PM (10 weeks) beginning  
 Wednesday: February 16 & 23 and then moves to 
Tuesdays beginning March 1st. 
Church History taught by Deacon Don Gibboney, Wednes-
days from 6:00-8:30 PM (2 ½ hour classes – 8 weeks) be-
ginning February 23. 
For registraƟon please visit www.dioceseaj.org/lay-
ecclesial-ministry  or contact Marybeth, Office of Adult 
Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry at (814) 361-2000 
or mheinze@dioceseaj.org.  All are welcome! 

PRAYING WITH ICONS CLASS: Icons are not simply art; 
they are a way into contemplaƟve prayer, and therefore 
one way to let God speak to us.  Praying with Icons focus-
es on the Festal Icons (the major events in the life of 
Christ) and the Sacred Scripture that speaks to us through 
the sacred images.  This class will be taught as a Zoom 
Class by Deacon Michael Russo.  The registraƟon fee for 
this class is $35.  The dates and Ɵme are TBD.  If you are 
interested in aƩending this class, please email Marybeth 
at mheinze@dioceseaj.org or call (814) 361-2000.   All are 
welcome! 

TOASTY TODDLER THANKS: Many 
thanks  to everyone who contributed 
new  hats, scarves & gloves, coats & 
snowsuits for boys and girls in our 
collecƟon for the Toasty Toddler Pro-
gram. The incredible generosity of 
this parish family is truly something 
to admire and we are grateful to each and every one of 
you who helped fill the donaƟon box several Ɵmes over!  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; 
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; 
 Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; 
 Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10        
 or Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11
 -14; 3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, January 2 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by  
 Deacon Gene & Family  

Monday, January 3 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Joyce Cordek  
 requested by Larry Cordek  

Tuesday, January 4 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for  Sr. Mary Ann Palko requested by  
 Barbara Bundy  

Wednesday, January 5 - Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Tony Pasquini requested by 
    Don & Linda McGrath  

Thursday, January 6 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for William D. Rossman requested by 
 David & Bonnie Loth  

Friday, January 7 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Helen Fornwalt requested by the 
 Almes Family 

Saturday, January 8 - Vigil of BapƟsm of the Lord  
3:00 PM - Confessions 
4:00 PM - Mass for Donna Long & Carol Bismark 
  requested by Dee Schmerbeck 

Sunday, January 9 - The BapƟsm of the Lord 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by his 
 daughter Mary Ann & Family 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!

Offer does not include cost of material.
Discount applied by representative at

time of contract execution.
Offer ends 12/31/2021. 

Call during this program &
receive a $50 restaurant gift card

with in-home estimate &
free gutter inspection!

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute 
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail 
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. 
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, 
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within 
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal 
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.
darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant 
via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not 
valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or 
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 
Offer ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.
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