John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos: © Inc / ShutterStock,

© gomolach / AdobeStock
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.
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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

LECTORS

Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Bob Olson, Susanna Tomlinson
Weds. Dec. 8- 6:00 PM - Barbara Bundy, Gary Johnson
Sat. Dec. 11 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 12 - 8:00 AM - James Krug , Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 12 -11:00 AM - Jim Campbell, Donna Moyer

ALTAR SERVERS
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Weds. Dec. 8-6:00 PM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch
Sat. Dec. 11 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 12 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley,
Amber Yasolsky
Sun. Dec. 12-11:00 AM - Bob Olson, NOT FILLED

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Diane Turcovsky,

Daniel Turcovsky
Weds. Dec. 8-6:00 PM - Diane Turcovsky,

Daniel Turcovsky
Sat. Dec. 11 - 4:00 PM - Susanna Tomlinson,

Connie Baker
Sun. Dec. 12 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Dec. 12 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, David Lee

God bless Archie Blaise Krug who was baptized by Monsignor Becker
after the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, November 21.

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Connie Baker, Ginny Reeder,
Mike O’Neill, Ray Kennedy

Weds. Dec. 8 - 6:00 PM - Jane Becker, John Becker,
Darlene Scarpaci, Charlie Moore

Sat. Dec. 11 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Paula VanSickel,
Larry VanSickel, NOT FILLED

Sun. Dec. 12 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Ginny Reeder,
Diane Turcovsky, Dan Turcovsky

Sun. Dec. 12 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marilyn Bevan,

Mary Grace Horton, Wendy Campbell

SACRISTAN
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Jane Byrne
Weds. Dec. 8-6:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 11 -4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Dec. 12 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 12 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED

SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Dec. 5-11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES - Please join us for our Advent Penance Service this Sunday, December 5™ at 4:00 PM.

There is no better way to prepare for Christmas than making a good confession! Other Penance Services include St.
Therese on Saturday, December 11 at 10:00 AM, St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg on December 12 at 4:00 PM, St. Rose of
Lima on Monday December 13" at 7:00 PM, the Cathedral on Wednesday, December 15, at 6:00 PM and at Sacred
Heart on Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 PM. Additional services will be announced as we receive word.

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, DECEMBER 8™ - Please note that the Immaculate Conception,
patronal feast of the United States, is a holy day of obligation. A Vigil Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday evening at
6:30 PM and Masses on the feast day itself will be celebrated at 8:30 AM and 6:00 PM.

AN ADVENT BOOK CLUB — We had our first Zoom meeting on December 1* for the book Advent in Plain Sight. Even
if you missed our first session, you can still join us. Please email me and | will send you the link for our Wednesday

night meetings at 7:00.

OUR RECONCILIATION ROOM - We now enter the Reconciliation Room from the body of the church. When the doors
are open and the light is on, the confessor is present. When the doors are closed, it means either that the confessor is
not present or it is occupied. When departing the Reconciliation Room, the doors are to remain open for the next per-

son.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE - Also known as the Virgin of Guadalupe, is a Catholic title of Mary, mother of Jesus, and is
associated with a series of five Marian apparitions in December 1531. The venerated image on the cloak of Juan Diego
is enshrined within the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. The basilica is the most-visited Catholic shrine
in the world, and the world's third most-visited sacred site. We honor our Lady of the Americas on December 12,

which this year falls on the third Sunday of Advent.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Tuesday, December 7
6:30 PM
Wednesday, December 8
8:30 AM
6:00 PM

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
December 5 — 4:00 PM Parish Penance Service
December 12 — 7:00 PM Advent of Christmas Concert
December 19 — 3:00 PM Cookies with Santa and Caroling

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES
Bulletin information for the December 19 bulletin is due
this Friday, December 10.
Bulletin information for the December 26 bulletin is due
on Thursday, December 16.
Bulletin information for the January 2 bulletin is due on
Thursday, December 23.

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com Mark
Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

) \ N

Saint John the Evangelist Church I
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS ;

Just a reminder that Parents/Students should wear a

mask/facial covering when entering the building. 1
! December 5 - Family Advent Activity in Fr. Bailey Hall |
| December 12 - NO CLASS .
* December 19: 9:15 - 10:45 AM - CLASS '
I December 19: 3:00 PM - Cookies with Santa & Caroling |

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Why is it so hard to forgive,
yet so easy to get even? Listen to John the Baptist in to-
day’s gospel and repent of the anger and ugly feelings
which block your ability to forgive. This Christmas give a
gift which makes a difference. Give forgiveness. Reprinted
with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned
to announce the Word of God: may they be
its witnesses, with courage and creativity
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

9

ADDITIONAL ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES:

St. Therese - Saturday, December 11 at 10:00 AM

St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg - December 12 at 4:00 PM
St. Rose of Lima - Monday December 13 at 7:00 PM
Cathedral - Wednesday, December 15, at 6:00 PM
Sacred Heart - Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 PM

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:

November 21, 2021
Envelopes S 5,351.00
Loose Offerings S 453.50
Children’s Offerings S 5.35
Catholic Charities S 274.00
Haiti Disaster Relief S 100.00
Christmas Flowers S 125.00
Food Bank Collection $  110.00
Subtotal S 6,418.85
Online Giving S 1,686.00
Total Offertory S 8,104.85

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $180,720
Pledge Payment Committed $9,605
Total Pledges/Donations $190,325

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal 542,813
January 1-November 15
Payments/Donations $47,310
Total Pledges/Donations $47,310
*QOver our Goal $4,497

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden ¢ Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell e Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ® Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Debbie Digman e Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ® Nicole Gervinski ® Ray Hess
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias e Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Todd Pletcher e Connie R ® Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley ® Olga Romerowicz
Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter
Betsy Slat e Mary Jo Stephenson e Patty Swanson
Tim Temofonte ® Marion Tessitore ® Dan Turcovksy
Joyce Villani e Kathy Wagner e Lois Werfel
Daronda Wooldridge

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Memorial
donations for Christmas flowers
should be submitted by Monday, De-
cember 20 in order to be acknowl-
edged in the December 26 bulletin.
Use the envelope in your packet or
you can also donate through online giving.

ANGEL TREE: Thank you for your generous response to
our Angel Tree requests. Please return your wrapped gift,
with the tag attached, to the Gathering Space by Decem-
ber 12. On December 14, we will take the gifts to Catholic
Charities, where families will pick them up.

GIVE IN GRATITUDE: A do-
nor to the Retirement Fund
 for Religious writes, “I still
remember the lessons the
sisters gave us and how
they instilled in us the love
‘g of our faith.” Show your
thanks for the prayerful
service of elderly Catholic
sisters, brothers, and reli-
gious order priests. Your gift
to next week’s second col-
lection helps provide care,
medicine, and more. Please
be generous.

for Religious

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

¥y
o S R

retiredreligious.org



SCRIP TIP: Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising
funds for St. John the Evangelist Church by using scrip.
Shop gift cards from over 750 top brands, including Best
Buy, Amazon, Nordstrom, The Home Depot and more.
Whether you buy the gift cards to give as presents to fam-
ily and friends, or to use them to buy your gifts—our par-
ish earns with every gift card purchased. Shopping physi-
cal gift cards just got way more convenient with the new
ship to home feature—available only in the mobile app,
RaiseRight™. Choose from hundreds of top-selling brands
that are “Ship to Home Eligible” and pay with a bank ac-
count or credit card. Don't have the app yet? Download it
today to get your gift cards from the comfort of home.

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

»£ Download on the

GETITON
» Google Play

@& App Store

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA
CONFERENCE INVITATION: You are invited to serve peo-
ple in need in our area by joining the St. Rose of Lima So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul. Helping us provide people in
our area needing food, clothes, rent assistance, utility as-
sistance and other types of support will be a rewarding
experience. Is it time for you to live your religious convic-
tions and give something back for all you have received?
Come join us this next Wednesday at 6:00 pm at St. Rose
of Lima Church to find out more about what we do.

According to its mission statement, St. Vincent de Paul
members are “men and women who strive to grow spirit-
ually by offering person-to-person service to individuals in
need.”

Vincentians may help in areas of intervention, consulta-
tion or volunteering at food banks or thrift stores, to
name a few. Many parishes throughout the Diocese
sponsor or organize works of charity through their local
St. Vincent de Paul conferences.

At St. Rose of Lima, we have a conference that helps peo-
ple who call our parish when they have a desperate need,
as well as those in need within our community through
the SVDP Need'’s Office.

Our Conference stresses some of the benefits of joining
the organization, such as the spiritual fellowship found
among members and serving the poor. But most im-
portant, is individual spiritual development. “Only with a
strong spiritual foundation can we fully and completely
serve those in need.”

If you are interested in learning more about our SVDP
Conference, please contact Dan Weaver at dweav-
er@atlanticbb.net.

Second Sunday of Advent
= December 5, 2021

God has commanded
that every lofty mountain be made low.

— Baruch 5:7

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for David Litzinger requested by the
Litzinger Family

Monday, December 6 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Sylvia Campbell requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, December 7 - Vigil of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30 PM- Mass for Diane Long requested by

Dee Schmerbeck & Family

Wednesday, December 8 - The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:30 AM - Mass for Joseph Gallagher requested by
Jane Kiser
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Peter Stoltzfus requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Thursday, December 9 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Reta M. Loth requested by
David & Bonnie Loth

Friday, December 10 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested
by Peter & Carol Rodgers

Saturday, December 11 - Vigil of Third Sunday of Advent
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for All God’s People requested by the
Altoona Catholic Daughters

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18
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MUSIC AT ST. JOHN’S \

ADVENT OF
CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

Sunday, December 12, 2021
7:00 PM

| St. John’s Adult, Youth
nd Handbell Choirs
resent a concert of

' music for Advent and
- — Christmas:

JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH
344 Baynton Avenue, Altoona, PA /
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Cookies with Santa and Caroling

G

oin us on Sunday, December 19t to visit with Santa
rom 3pm to 4pm in the gym. Families are welcome
to take photos with their own device. Light
refreshments will be served. All ages are welcome!
Bring your children and grandchildren! Then join
Debbie and members of the St. John’s choir for
caroling in the neighborhood starting at 4pm.
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ope you will join us and share some Christmas spirit!i
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THREE ADVENTS

Almost nine hundred years ago, Saint Bernard of Clairvaux suggested in one of his
Advent homilies that we should think of three Advents of Christ: the First, when Christ
came in humility as Mary’s Child, clothed in our human nature; the Second, when
Christ will come in glory as Judge and Redeemer of the world. Then Saint Bernard
speaks of a Middle Coming, an “in the meantime” Advent, when Christ comes to us
in his Word, in the Eucharist, and in those who need our love and care, family and
friends, neighbors and strangers. That’s this year’s Advent, the one we’re celebrating
now; and this Advent’s question is: how attentive am | to Christ’s coming into my
life-story, right here, right now?

AN UNNOTICED ADVENT

Today Luke solemnly announces the names of the secular and sacred powers who
thought they held the world’s destiny in their hands. But they completely missed
the decisive event that forever changed the world’s religious and political history.
When no one else was listening, God’s Word came to a nobody, John the Baptist,
and not in the temple sanctuary or palace throne room, but “out in the sticks,”
the Word that would one day cleanse the temple and topple thrones. The pow-
erful names that Luke announces were not popular with ordinary people: times
were tough, the economy was bad, people were having to make do with less; and
those names reminded common folks that so much of life was beyond their con-
trol. Sound familiar? Yet just then, when many were far from hopeful, God acted
decisively to save the people, and John the Baptist invited his listeners then, and
us today, to join in the Good News of new life.

GOD’S RECONSTRUCTION PLAN

We heard Baruch, in the first reading, picturing our broken world reborn: the dis-
persed being carried home, tears wiped away, righteousness and justice, peace and
worship. How we wish it could all be true! It will be true, Paul declares, optimistic that
God, who has already begun such good work in us, will continue to complete it for the
day of Christ’s glorious return, increasing our love and sharpening our discernment of
the values that endure. So we should begin this second week of Advent reinvigorated
with hope in God’s plan for the world’s salvation. But John the Baptist reminds us
that God'’s “reconstruction plan” for the world’s transformation begins much closer to
home: what twists and turns of my own life must be untangled, what lofty mountains
of my own pride and self-centeredness

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

brought low, which gorge-deep valleys of TODAY’S READINGS
my own indifference and neglect filled in?
Come, Lord Jesus, and make the whole Baruch 5:1-9
Convriaht e creation new—but start right here, right Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
opyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc. - .
Photos: © Inc / ShutterStock, now, with me! Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

© gomolach / AdobeStock
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass LU ke 3 X 1 _6



Help John the Baptist
through the desert maze and down to the people.
He wants to tell them about Jesus.

©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year C * Second Sunday of Advent
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
ermission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.

God's Word for Children

Second Sunday of Advent

In his letter to the Philippians (1:4-6, 8-11)

Paul tells the people that God has begun good work in them.
Below are nine words describing the good work of Christians.
See if you can find and circle them in the scroll
by looking up, down, across, and diagonally.

When you finish, see if you can think of any other words

> that describe good works.
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'Prepare the way of the Lord'
Luke 3 : 4

CON

IN THIS TIME

Last week we learned some things about John the Baptist. In today’s Gospel and next week’s we
learn what John did when he became an adult. He began to teach people about how they should
prepare for Jesus, telling them what they needed to do to change their lives. He told them Jesus would
come to teach us about God’s kingdom and our part in it.

While you and your family are busy getting ready to celebrate Christmas, don’t forget to include the
things John spoke about in your preparations. In addition to all the decorations and presents, what else
do you need to do to prepare your heart for Jesus? How can you show and tell others about Jesus?

Today’s Gospel (Luke 3:1-6) begins with the names of several important people. They tell us
exactly when in the history of the world John the Baptist lived and worked. John’s work was telling
people to prepare for the coming of Jesus.

You are like John. You live in a different time, but like all Catholic Christians,
you have the same job—to help others know Jesus. Fill in the lines with the names of the people

\/N who are our leaders today. Then write your message about Jesus on the last lines.

In the second year of President ,

when

was Governor of (your state) C
and was

Mayor of (your town),
during the time when was

pastor of your parish, called ;

the Word of God came to you and you listened. This is your important message
telling people how they can prepare for the coming of Jesus in this time and place.
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Thond o

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!

Ask For Us By Name!!!

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. . > K
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg 695-1551 cifa 10 dlld
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to clog or we'll clean

it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

LNG[ERT Gl’lardﬂ By

Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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time of contact exccution.
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BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25°*

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Mank o]

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)

24
: EMERGENCY
SERVICE
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