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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org
" | Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
\ : ' Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
: / Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
. Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com
= Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
*é Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Loy NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

\\‘ Sat. Jan. 1-10:00 AM - Jim Campbell, Richard Consiglio  Sat.Jan. 1-10:00 AM - Mary & Ray King
\ Sat. Jan. 1-4:00 PM - Maria Spayd , Joyce Cunningham  Sat. Jan. 1-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
\ Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - Bill Foose , Norma Foose Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

LECTORS SACRISTAN

Sun. Jan. 2-11:00 AM - Gary Johnson, Richard Karcher  Sun. Jan. 2 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
A ALTAR SERVERS SCRIP
y Sat.Jan. 1-10:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED Sat. Jan. 1 -4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, Marge Rudolph
Sat. Jan. 1-4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, NOT FILLED Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Emily Miller Sun. Jan. 2 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED

Sun. Jan. 2 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Evie Koch

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Jan. 1-10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sat. Jan. 1-4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Susanna Tomlinson
¥ Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
T % Sun. Jan. 2-11:00 AM - Kenneth Gorman, NOT FILLED
; "5;\ MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
\ x Sat. Jan. 1-10:00 AM - Jane Becker, John Becker,
Charlie Moore, Jane Strasser
Sat. Jan. 1-4:00 PM - Carolyn English, Billy Sweet,
: NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
<1 Sun. Jan. 2 - 8:00 AM - HelnenMiller, Mike O’Neill,
Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale
Sun. Jan. 2 - 11:00 AM -Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz,
Mary Grace Horton, Wendy Campbell
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I A Few Words from the Pastor: |

OUR PATRONAL FEAST — Monday, December 27th, is the Feast of St. John the Evangelist. Mass will be celebrated at
9:00 AM, followed by breakfast at the Cracker Barrel. Please join us for this gala celebration of our Patron.

OUR GRATITUDE - The unmatched generosity of St. John’s parishioners has again been shown in the outpouring of
gifts which have been given to needy children through our annual Angel Tree. Many smiles will come upon many faces
this Christmas! A special thanks to Joyce Cunningham and her team for their help in coordinating this very worthy pro-
ject!

OUR BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY - As expected, our Christmas decorations have been worthy of a New-born Prince! Our
gratitude to all who made a financial contribution to our poinsettia display, with a special thanks to Barb Bundy and
Darlene Scarpaci, as well as to our maintenance man, Ken Dunmire, for their artistic prowess in beautifying our church
for this splendid celebration of the Lord’s Nativity.

OUR HEAVENLY MUSIC — Though our parish music program has been greatly limited due to Covid 19, a special word of
thanks to our director of music, Debbie Johnson, our organist, Patricia Jimenez, and to the instrumentalists, cantors
and choirs who have kept the Advent and Christmas Seasons bright with the gladdest of tidings in celebrating the birth
of Christ, our Light.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD - Due to the fact that it falls on a Saturday this year, this feast of Mary is
not a Holy Day of Obligation. There will be a morning Mass at 10:00 AM on the Feast Day itself. Masses for Sunday,
the Feast of the Epiphany, will be the usual weekend schedule.

OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN WESTERN KENTUCKY - The overwhelming loss of life and massive destruction of prop-
erty due to recent tornadoes has been heartbreaking. We will be taking up a collection which will be given to Catholic
Charities of the diocese of Owensboro. Make this a special Christmas gift. Be especially generous! Envelopes will be
available in the Gathering Space.

SCRIP TIP: Scrip fundraising is a program that enables
families to raise money for St. John’s. Scrip is just another
way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in
place of cash, checks, and credit cards. You purchase gift
cards from us at face value, and we order those cards
from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price. Why not
make the regular use of our Scrip program one of your
New Year resolutions? Need more information so you can
help the church with your everyday purchases? Stop at
the scrip table in the Gathering Space before or after mass
and talk to one of our volunteers or call the Parish Office -
814-942-5503.

You don’t have to journey by donkey to
Bethlehem to be counted

My Own Church makes it easy!

"'\"ji;'-.-’? T~
MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

ANGEL TREE: St. John's If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great

parishioners are an amaz- il ;
ingly compassionate and ﬂ”ye/ri‘ee
generous faith communi-

ty. We collected and deliv-

ered to Catholic Charities $2,005.00 in gift cards and 75
gifts for 3 needy families' 9 children. You have provided
them with a merry Christmas. Let us not forget to pray
that the resources and support be available for these and
other families in need to thrive.

time to create an account. On the Parish Website
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the left
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our
staff has received a request and verified your account,
you can update your information.

If you have questions or want us to make the changes for
you, please call the Church Office at 814-942-5503.
Thanks for helping us update our records!



FAITH FORMATION NEWS 1

i December 26: NO CLASS 1
.January 2: NO CLASS

I January 8: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 10th Grade Retreat at St.
. Therese in Fr. Kelly Hall for Candidates & Sponsor |
-January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - CLASS |
: January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - 9th Grade Spring Session
IJanuary 9: 11:00 AM 9th - Grade Rite of Blessing at

; 11:00 Mass for Candidates and Parent/Sponsor |

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Our Blessed Mother takes cen-
ter stage on this Fourth Sunday of Advent as we draw
near to the celebration of her Son’s birth. After our Lord
Himself, Mary is our model and guide to a stewardship
way of life. She “immediately set out and traveled to the
hill country in haste,” to assist her cousin Elizabeth.
Mary, in her grace, thought of others before herself,
modeling two of the pillars of stewardship; Hospitality
and Service. Her example is one that we can follow in
our lives today. There is always a way to glorify God! You
may want to...make that phone call to a relative, neigh-
bor or a single parent family, and invite them to join you
for Mass and a Christmas meal. Maybe your family could
plan to help a church or community kitchen prepare and
serve a lunch or dinner. We can spread the Good News of
the Gospel in the world with the same heart as the
Blessed Mother, with humility and generosity.
(Stewardship Reflection, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc.
12/20/2018)

December 12, 2021

Envelopes S 5,409.00
Loose Offerings S 736.00
Children’s Offerings S 8.00
Christmas Offering S 65.00
Christmas Flowers $  155.00
Solemnity of Mary S 25.00
Immaculate Conception $ 136.00
Retirement for Religious S 636.00
2nd Sunday Food S 273.00
Subtotal S 7443.85
Online Giving S 2,641.00

Total Offertory $ 10,084.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $180,975
Pledge Payment Committed $9,455
Total Pledges/Donations $190,430

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal 542,813
January 1 - December 15
Payments/Donations $47,490
*QOver our Goal $4,677

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell ¢ Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ® Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Debbie Digman e Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ® Nicole Gervinski ® Ray Hess
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ¢ Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller
Karrie McCall e Sylvia Louise Mills e Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Todd Pletcher ¢ Connie R
Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Amy Rossi ® Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat
Mary Jo Stephenson ¢ Patty Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ¢ Joyce Villani ¢ Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel e Daronda Wooldridge

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA
CONFERENCE INVITATION: Are you a naturally caring,
compassionate and giving person? Were you blessed with
parents and other role models in life from whom you
learned that the joy of living is giving? If you answered
“YES’ to either of these questions, look for an Invitation
to Serve from the St. Rose of Lima Conference of the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul in our bulletin next week.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: The gospel today shows
Mary and Joseph weren’t ‘perfect’ parents. If you have
ever been ‘amazed’ and ‘astonished’ at what came out of
your child’s mouth, then you are in good company. If
there were times you ‘didn’t understand’ your children or
felt ‘anxious’ about their behavior so did Mary and Jo-
seph. Parenting is tough but it is also the stuff of holiness.
Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS: JANUARY 1, 10:00 AM
There will be a 4:00 PM Vigil Mass on
New Year’s Day (Saturday, January 1) for the Epiphany

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST FEAST DAY MASS AND BREAK-
FAST: All parishioners are welcome to attend the 9:00 AM
Mass to celebrate the feast day of St. John, the Evangelist
this Monday, December 27. After Mass we plan on having
breakfast at Cracker Barrel. Please sign up at the kiosk if
you wish to attend the breakfast. Cracker Barrel would
like an approximate number.




JOIN US FOR ZOOM CLASSES THIS NEW YEAR!

e Sacraments taught by Deacon Michael Russo, Tues-
days from 6:30-8:30 PM (8 weeks) beginning January 11™".
e Christian Prayer and Spirituality taught by Deacon
Michael Russo, 6:30—8:30 PM (10 weeks) beginning

e Wednesday: February 16 & 23 and then moves to
Tuesdays beginning March 1*.

Church History taught by Deacon Don Gibboney, Wednes-
days from 6:00-8:30 PM (2 % hour classes — 8 weeks) be-
ginning February 23.

For registration please visit www.dioceseaj.org/lay-
ecclesial-ministry or contact Marybeth, Office of Adult
Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry at (814) 361-2000
or mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All are welcome!

PRAYING WITH ICONS CLASS: Icons are not simply art;
they are a way into contemplative prayer, and therefore
one way to let God speak to us. Praying with Icons focus-
es on the Festal Icons (the major events in the life of
Christ) and the Sacred Scripture that speaks to us through
the sacred images. This class will be taught as a Zoom
Class by Deacon Michael Russo. The registration fee for
this class is $35. The dates and time are TBD. If you are
interested in attending this class, please email Marybeth
at mheinze@dioceseaj.org or call (814) 361-2000. All are
welcome!

FREE ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES IN BLAIR COUNTY:
The AASD Adult Education Program offers free classes to
adults 18yrs and older:
e to earn their High School Equivalency Credential
(GED®)
e to brush up on math and reading skills to prepare for
a career training program, college, or empioyment.
e Morning, afternoon and evening classes available!
AASD Adult 2212 6th Education Avenue Program
(814) 329-0261 Altoona, or PA (814) 16602 329-0255
adulted@altoonasd.com
Facebook: AASD Adult Ed ]

TOASTY TODDLER THANKS: Many
thanks to everyone who contributed
new hats, scarves & gloves, coats &
snowsuits for boys and girls in our
collection for the Toasty Toddler Pro-
gram. The incredible generosity of this
parish family is truly something to
admire and we are grateful to each and every one of you
who helped fill the donation box several times over!

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph
December 26, 2021

Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we shall be
has not yet been revealed.

— 1 John 3:2a

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 26 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph
8:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Helen Sylvia Campbell
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Monday, December 27 - St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
9:00 AM - Mass for Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck
requested by Dee Schmerbeck

Tuesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:30 AM - Mass for Reta M. Loth requested by
David & Bonnie Loth

Wednesday, December 29 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Carol Bismark requested by
The Breakfast Bunch

Thursday, December 30 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Rick Shaw requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Friday, December 31 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Saturday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God/

Vigil of Epiphany of the Lord

10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Mary Catherine Majestic requested by
Barbara Bundy

Sunday, January 2 - The Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Barbara Neral requested by the
Deacon Gene & Family

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40
Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
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FAMILY LIFE

It wasn’t at all what Mary and Joseph expected their life to be like. Aimost from the
beginning, there were indications that something extraordinary was at work: Mary’s
angelic annunciation; Joseph’s strange dream; the puzzling words of Simeon and
Anna in the Temple. And now this: during Mary and Joseph’s annual Passover jour-
ney to Jerusalem, the discovery that their son Jesus was lost—and even when he
was found, they didn’t totally recognize their twelve-year-old boy. Today’s feast of
the Holy Family reminds us of the perplexities and promise of family life. The mystery
of “the Word made flesh” becomes very tangible indeed in the routines and foibles
of family life—our Christmas gatherings were likely unmistakable reminders of that!
From the pure flesh of a newborn child to the wizened flesh of a beloved grandmother,
families are ground zero for glimpsing the wondrous mystery of the Incarnation.

DID YOU NOT KNOW?

A child’s first words are usually a source of excitement and joy for family members.
Today we hear the first words of Jesus in the Gospel according to Luke. And they are
challenging ones. “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in
my Father’s house?” The words astounded, astonished, and great anxiety are used
to describe Jesus’ extended visit to the Temple. How familiar those emotions are to
most parents! Had Jesus’ parents forgotten the angel Gabriel’s words or the proph-
ecy of Simeon? In Luke’s Gospel this passage foreshadows Jesus’ final journey to
Jerusalem where he will experience his own Passover and again be “lost” for three
days. The story of Hannah in the first reading confirms the need and nature of trusting
in God’s activity in our lives. It seems clear that faithful attention to a family’s spiritual
life is no guarantee that life will be free from hardship.

EMMANUEL: GOD IS WITH US

Could Tolstoy have gotten it wrong when he wrote that all happy families are alike and
that unhappy families are each unhappy in their own way? It seems that the opposite
is equally true. Because happy families foster the unique talents and interests of each
member, each person shines according to their own lights. A happy family’s faith,
goals, and challenges will be uniquely their own. Unhappy families, on the other hand,
might look very similar in their woundedness, their fears and confrontations, and their
tendency to give negative interpretations to another’s actions.

It is tempting to conclude that family life today is more problematic than ever. It might
be reassuring to learn that the feast of the

¢ _ryé'_dJPh' - Adam JaniFi

2@ Holy Family was added to the Church’s ;

gﬁ universal calendar because of Pope Leo TODAY’S READINGS
ke XlIP’s concern for the state of family life— 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
S one hundred years ago! During this sea- Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10
§ son of Christmas when families are every- 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24

where, we welcome Emmanuel—the God Luke 2:4{-59
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Web, Anita & Bill Reed requested by Becky Reed

Pappy Joe requested by Bill & Patty Teufel
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* Reeder, Caporuscio & Mento families requested by
¥& Bob & Ginny Reeder

%

¥& Deceased family & friends requested by Mr. & Mrs.
m Dave & Connie McManuels

¥& Truhlik & Semelsberger families requested by Mr. &
“ Mrs. Thomas Semelsberger

3 Mary K. Davis Irwin, Russell Irwin & family, Stella
Spaid & Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Wales requested by
Pamela Wales

g Living & deceased family & friends requested by
§ Nancy Fogel

& Sam & Hilda Neal requested by Julie & Bernie
3 Beiswenger & Stan Neal

ﬁ Sclafani, Yokitis, King & Veronese families requested
by Mr. & Mrs. Ray King

Deceased members of the Colyer & Klobuka families
& requested by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Klobuka

W

Diane Long, Carol Bismark & deceased family
* members of Ringkamp & Long families requested by
* Mr. & Mrs. Chris Ringkamp

Ryan Ergler, Raymond & Virginia Ergler & Joseph
b Ergler requested by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ergler

Deceased members of the Steidle & Musselman
* families requested by Mrs. Anna Musselman

* Family & friends requested by Mrs. Jeannie Swanger

* Moughemer & McCoy families requested by Mr. &
* Mrs. Dennis Moughemer

4
WERERERE N NENR VR R R R R R R TR 1R RN N R R R N R R R R AR R R N N R R R R R

Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Christmas,
“In Honor/In Memory Of:

Barbara Neral, Jeffrey Neral, Rose & Edward Neral &
Marie & John Ranck requested by Deacon Gene
Neral

Sam Pileggi, Mildred Pileggi, Hank Riley & Thelma
Riley requested Mr. & Mrs. Donald Riley

Turcovsky & Dillman families requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Daniel Turcovsky

Deceased members of the Gillinger, Wiedemer,
Hartsock, & Hinkle requested by Mr. & Mrs. James
Campbell

Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Bloom

Frank Auerbeck & the grandparents of Tracy & David
Auerbeck requested by Mr. & Mrs. David Auerbeck

Bob Bundy requested by Mrs. Barbara Bundy

Deceased members of the Stoltz & Dinicola families
requested by Mr. Gerald Stoltz

Robert J. Cole, Carl & Rosa Risoldi family & Earl &
Ethel Cole family requested by Mrs. Mary Ann Cole

Spargo & Dively families requested by Mr. & Mrs,
Robert Spargo

Judy Hurm requested by Mr. John Hurm
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hurm requested by Judy Sneath

James & Erma Stellabotte requested by Mary Ann
Grove

Marmon Zumsteg requested by Ms Hedwig Zumsteg

Horton & Arend family members requested by Mr. &
Mrs. Michael Horton

Russell & Dorothy Itell requested by Ms Sharon Itell
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¥& Yingling & Byrne families & Bernice Hummel William, Viola & Karen Brooks requested by Ms
¥& requested by Ms Jane Byrne Kathleen Felty
*
& Mr. & Mrs. G. V. Gonsman requested by Mr. Gerald  Marion & John Nagle requested by Ms Barbara Nagle
§ Gonsman
ﬁ Leo & Cecelia Long, Donna Long, Frank & Elizabeth Fix, Keller & Johnston families requested by Mr. &
# Schmerbeck, Bill Schmerbeck & Carol Bismark Mrs. Stephan Fix
* requested by Mrs. Delellis Schmerbeck
Fornwalt, Farabaugh & Curry families requested by
# Kociola, Woomer & friends requested by George & Fred & Donna Fornwalt
Ann Kociola
Deceased family members requested by Richard &
b Karen Schurr & Lena Colyer requested by Mr. & Mrs.  Becky Clapper
Patrick Schurr
Living & deceased members of the Bevan & Baronner
& Gayle Jacobs, George Jacobs, Jacobs family, Patty families requested by Marilyn Bevan
¥ Adams & G. Miller family requested by Doris Jacobs

¥

Our father, grandfather & great-grandfather Andrew
& Guido Prosperi & Ida Prosperi requested by Mr. John Dancha Jr. requested by Vicki Faretta & family
Prosperi

Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hord
Andrew Dancha & our deceased relatives requested
by Florence Dancha David Petrak requested by Mary Petrak
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Charles Kauffman Jr. & Charles & Mary Jane Moore Marion & Joseph Langguth & Robert & MaryEllen
# requested by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore Leidy requested by Coleen & David Langguth

Deceased family members requested by Joe & Paula
;& Adams

Our parents, our living & deceased family & friends &
our parish family requested by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
* Fromknecht

Ron Peschock requested by the family of Ron
# Peschock

* Deceased members of the Stoltz & VanSickel families
* & Brian Klinger requested by Mr. & Mrs. Larry

%& VanSickel

b 4

* Bob Cooney, Michael & Marie Daus, Paul, Helen &
%k Margaret Cooney, Donald Cooney, Jim DeStefano &
ﬁ Diane Long requested by Mrs. Virginia Cooney

¥ Sinchak & O’Dellick families, Ward Huntley & Regina
# Feryok requested by Ms Marian Monios
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Joseph and Mary brought Jesus along

to the Passover feast in Jerusalem.
But when they left for home, he wasn’t with them!
So they went back to the city to find him. Do you know where he was?
Wiite the first letter of each picture to get the answer.
Then draw a big smile on Joseph and Mary’s faces.
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HlyleIy of Jes: and Jos ph

God's Word for Children

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Below is part of a letter that Paul wrote to the Colossian people.
Remember this phrase when you are going through tough times.
v See how quickly you can fit the underlined words into this crossword.
Some letters have been put in to give you a little help.

“ ET THE PEACE OF CHRIST
CONTROL YOUR HEARTS™

Al |E

S
N |

Colossians 3:15
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They found [Jesus] in the temple,
listening. . . and asking. . .questions.
Luke 2 : 46

i
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FOR WHAT WE ARE ABOUT TO RECEIVE

Today we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. We look to this family as a
model for our own family to grow in holiness. Like your family, the Holy Family worked together,
played together, and prayed together. They cooked and cleaned and ate meals together. But their
meals were probably very different.

Bread was their most common food, but it probably was made from barley rather than wheat.
Barley grew quickly and cost less to buy. For breakfast Mary might have served cheese and olives
with the bread. At lunchtime the family would have had bread again but this time with fruit and
grain. Dinner was the most important meal and would have included vegetables cooked into a
stew and served in a common dish. Jesus probably used bread to scoop up the food, or even ate
with his fingers. Only the rich ate meat regularly because it was very expensive.

What about dessert? There was no ice cream in this hot desert region. The family might have
enjoyed sweet figs or dates or pomegranates. Water was very scarce in the Middle East so people
drank goat’s milk or wine—even the children.

Although the food you eat today might be very different from what Jesus ate, one thing about
the meal is probably the same. Before the Holy Family ate together they always took a moment
to thank God for the food they were about to eat. Maybe your family does the same.

Ask your family to plan a special meal on this Holy Family Sunday
or perhaps one day this week.
You might want to include some of the foods that Jesus shared with his family.
Be sure to thank God for your food, your family, and your faith.
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Thond o

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!

Ask For Us By Name!!!

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. . > K
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg 695-1551 cifa 10 dlld
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to clog or we'll clean

it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

LNG[ERT Gl’lardﬂ By

Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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ofter of material,
Discount applied b represenativ at
time of contact exccution.
Offer ands 1213172021
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BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25°*

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Mank o]

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)
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