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St. John the Evangelist Church

LECTORS
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - James Krug, Richard Karcher

Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Matt Michelone, Gary Johnson

Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, Richard Consiglio

Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - Ginny Reeder, Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 28 - 11:00 AM - Jim Campbell, James Krug

ALTAR SERVERS
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Estella Koch,
Evie Koch, Aidan Schurr, Lily Davis, McKenna Koeck
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Bob Olson, Nicholas Helsley,
Abigail Hovance
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Sadie Swope, Keaton Swope
Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Emily Miller
Sun. Dec. 26 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Camille Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Cecelia Bloom, Walter Bloom,
Connie Baker, Kenneth Gorman
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Barbara Bundy, Bob Olson,
Dolores Capriotti, Donna Moyer
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Diane & Daniel Turcovsky
Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark
R LSS Sun. Dec. 26 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan,

Photos: © Inc / ShutterStock,
© gomolach / AdobeStock Susanna Tomlinson

Luke 1:39-40

Mary set out and traveled to the
hill country in haste to a town of Judah,

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

God bless Jude Luther
and Myles Turner
who both received the I
. sacrament of baptism at ‘:

- the 11:00 Mass on
Sunday, November 28.

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Fri. Dec. 24 -4:00 PM - Lou Ann Clark, Mary Truesdale,
Ed Stoltz, Mike O’Neill, Peg Madden

Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - NOT FILLED (need 4)
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Carolyn English, Mary Grace

Horton, Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - John Becker , Jane Becker,

Ray Kennedy, Charlie Moore

Sun. Dec. 26 - 11:00 AM -Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz,
Dolores Capriotti, Wendy Campbell,

SACRISTAN
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Barbara Bundy
Sat. Dec. 25 -10:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 26 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sun. Dec. 26 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 26 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

PARISH CHRISTMAS GATHERING - Join us in Fr. Bailey Hall this Sunday, December 19, at 3:00 PM for a Parish Family
Christmas Party. We will have light refreshments, a visit from Santa Claus with the chance for our children to speak
with him and for family photos with him, followed by an old fashioned caroling party around the neighborhood.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE - Masses at St. John’s for Christmas will be held at 4 PM on Christmas Eve, again at 10
PM on Christmas Eve, and at 10 AM on Christmas morning. Be reminded that, though Christmas falls on a Saturday,
there will be no vigil Mass for Sunday held on Christmas afternoon. Masses for that Sunday, the Feast of the Holy Fami-
ly, will be held on Sunday morning at the usual times of 8 and 11 AM.

ADVENT BOOK CLUB - Our Advent/Christmas book club continues to meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00, as we re-
flect on the book Advent in Plain Sight. You are invited to join us. Please email me and | will send you the link.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT FOR OUR 100™ ANNIVERSARY! Decorating the Christmas tree is one of the most cherished
holiday traditions around the world. Families gather together each year, pull out boxes of beloved Christmas orna-
ments, and make memories together. Many of these memories form the basis for traditions that are passed down from
generation to generation. We add to that tradition by giving to every parish family a beautiful ornament commemo-
rating our 100™ anniversary as a parish. May it be a yearly reminder of the gift which our parish has been to so very
many people over the past century!

URBI ET ORBI This term (which means "for the city and for the world") signifies the papal address and solemn blessing
given not only for the city of Rome but for the entire world! The Urbi et Orbi is reserved for the most solemn occa-
sions. One is typically given on Christmas Eve. Last year Pope Francis prayed by name for those areas of the world
which are most in distress from war or natural disasters! Here are a few of his words, calling us to embrace our com-
mon humanity!
At this moment in history, marked by the ecological crisis and grave economic and social imbalances only wors-
ened by the coronavirus pandemic, it is all the more important for us to acknowledge one another as brothers
and sisters. God has made this fraternal unity possible by giving us his Son Jesus. The fraternity he offers us has
nothing to do with fine words, abstract ideals or vague sentiments. It is a fraternity grounded in genuine love,
making it possible for me to encounter others different from myself, feeling com-passion for their sufferings,
drawing near to them and caring for them even though they do not belong to my family, my ethnic group or my
religion. For all their differences, they are still my brothers and sisters. The same thing is true of relationships
between peoples and nations: brothers and sisters all!

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Memorial donations for Christ-
mas flowers should be submitted by Monday, December
20 in order to be acknowledged in the December 26 bul-
letin. You can use the envelope in your packet or donate
through online giving.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE: Bulletin information for the
January 2 bulletin is due on Thursday, December 23.

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling
For January 8, 2022 — May 29, 2022
It’s time to schedule for Winter-Spring 2022.
If you have internet access please enter your NOT available dates in your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro.
Here is the direct link to that website — www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/teammates
There is also a link from our parish website (WWW.STJOHNSALTOONA.ORG)
and a link in the email reminder you will receive soon.
There are cards available in the gathering space for those who do not have access to the internet.
If you are not able to update your profile online or visit the church to fill out a card, you may give Mark a call on a
weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the weekends at 814-932-2223.
Please update your profile online or call me or fill out a card and return it by midnight on Sunday, December 19th.
Family members can fill out one card front and back.
Thank you for your service to our faith community throughout the year!




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Just a reminder that Parents/Students should wear a
mask/facial covering when entering the building.

I December 19: 9:15 - 10:45 AM - CLASS

| December 19: 3:00 PM - Cookies with Santa & Caroling-

* December 26: NO CLASS

I January 2: NO CLASS

I January 8: 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 10th Grade Retreat at St.

' Therese in Fr. Kelly Hall for Candidates & Sponsor

-January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - CLASS

I January 9: 9:15-10:45 AM - 9th Grade Spring Session

1January 9: 11:00 AM 9th - Grade Rite of Blessing at

11:00 Mass for Candidates and Parent/Sponsor

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Friday, December 24
4:00 PM
10:00 PM
Saturday, December 25
10:00 AM

RELIGIOUS GIVE THANKS: A sister writes, “Our prayers
belong most of all to the generous benefactors whose
donations have made this financial assistance possible.”
Thank you for supporting last week’s Retirement Fund for
Religious collection. Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how
your gift supports elderly sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
December 5, 2021
Envelopes S 6,378.00
Loose Offerings $ 850.00
Children’s Offerings S 11.00
Catholic Education S 116.00
Catholic Charities S 120.00
Christmas Offering $  105.00
Christmas Flowers S  736.00
Solemnity of Mary S 50.00
Retirement for Religious S 150.00
Immaculate Conception $ 639.00
Food Bank Collection  $ 50.00
Subtotal S 9,205.85
Online Giving S 3,471.00
Total Offertory $ 12,676.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $180,975
Pledge Payment Committed $9,455
Total Pledges/Donations $190,430

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal 542,813
January 1 - November 30
Payments/Donations $47,490
*QOver our Goal $4,677

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell ¢ Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ® Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Debbie Digman e Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ® Nicole Gervinski ® Ray Hess
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias ¢ Angela Mazzei ¢ Susie Miller
Karrie McCall e Sylvia Louise Mills e Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Todd Pletcher ¢ Connie R
Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ® Amy Rossi ® Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat
Mary Jo Stephenson ¢ Patty Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte
Marion Tessitore ¢ Joyce Villani ¢ Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel e Daronda Wooldridge

COOKIES WITH SANTA & CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Join us
this Sunday, December 19th, to visit
with Santa from 3 PM to 4 PM in Father
Bailey Hall (the school gym).

Families are welcome to take photos
with Santa.

Light refreshments will be served.

All ages are welcome!

Bring your children and grandchildren!
Then join Debbie and members of the St. John’s choir for
caroling in the neighborhood starting at 4 PM. Everyone
loves to sing Christmas carols! We’ll provide songsheets
with the lyrics. As it was said best in EIf the movie, “The
best way to spread Christmas Cheer, is singing loud for all
to hear.”

Parishioners are welcome to join us for one or both
events.

SCRIP TIP: Shop gift cards from over 750 top brands, in-
cluding Best Buy, Amazon, Target, The Home Depot,
Lowes and more. Whether you buy the gift cards to give
as presents to family and friends, or to use them to buy
your gifts—our parish earns with every gift card pur-
chased. Shopping physical gift cards just got way more
convenient with the new ship to home feature—available
only in the mobile app, RaiseRight™. Choose from hun-
dreds of top-selling brands that are “Ship to Home Eligi-
ble” and pay with a bank account or credit card. Don't
have the app yet? Download it today to get your gift cards
from the comfort of home.




SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA
CONFERENCE INVITATION: Are you looking for ways to
experience God? God is a spiritual being. How do you ex-
perience a “spiritual being”? Members of the St. Rose of
Lima Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in-
vite you to share in their ministry of experiencing God in
those in need. Holy Scripture tells us: “The Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we saw His glory, the glory
that is His as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and
truth.” (John 1:14) We see Christ in our friends in need
and when we see Christ, we experience God.

If you are interested, please contact Dan Weaver at
dweaver@atlanticbb.net.

THE FRIAR’S NOOK GIFT SHOP: Christmas Sale! Finish up
(or start!) your Christmas shopping at The Friar’s Nook
Gift Shop Christmas Sale! Save 20% off the ENTIRE store
Dec. 13th-18th and 20% off Christmas items Dec. 20th-
23rd including nativities, flags, home décor, cards, gifts
and much more! The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop is located on
the campus of St. Bernardine Monastery at 793 Monas-
tery Road, Hollidaysburg. With any questions, please call
814-695-3802 or message us on Facebook at “The Friar’s
Nook Gift Shop”. Please note: The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop will

be closed the following days in observance of the holidays: Dec.
24th-26th and Dec. 31st-Jan. 1st.

CHRISTMAS AT ST. BERNARDINE MONASTERY: Come see
what Christmas at the Monastery is all about on Sunday,
Dec. 19th from 1:00 PM -4:00 PM. Tours of the Monastery
on the half hour, as well as refreshments between tours.
A vespers service will follow at 4:00 in the Monastery
Chapel.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: QUESTION: What do you call
a family which began with an unmarried pregnant teen
and had a twelve year old son who ran away from home
and was eventually executed as a criminal?

ANSWER: HOLY! Two lessons in today’s gospel: (1) No
matter what is happening in your family, “The Lord is with
you.” (2) “Do not be afraid” for “nothing is impossible
with God. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by
Bud Ozar.

WORRIED ABOUT A LOVED ONE? St. Leonard’s Personal
Care Home in Hollidaysburg provides medication manage-
ment, personal hygiene assistance, socialization, meals,
housekeeping and a 24 hour staff in a home-like environ-
ment. We serve men and women 62+ for whom it is no
longer safe to live alone. To tour our beautiful mansion or
for more information, call Mrs. Connie Cretin, administra-
tor, at 814-695-9581 ex. 107 during weekday business
hours. We are a faith based facility but accept all eligible
applicants, and will assist with financial aid applications
where applicable.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

O Lorb of hosts,
look down from heaven and see;
take care of this vine,

E‘% and protect what your right hand has planted.
f’ ©
0, o

— Psalm 80:15-16

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Mona Porta requested by the
Walt & Cecelia Bloom

Monday, December 20 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Dale Garlock requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, December 21 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Dr. Thomas Cardellino requested by
Andrew Bobby

Wednesday, December 22 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Robert Cole requested by
Joan Smithmyer

Thursday, December 23 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Leo & Cecelia Long requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Friday, December 24 - Vigil of The Nativity of the Lord
4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish
10:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Saturday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord
10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday, December 26 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph

8:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by the
Helen Sylvia Campbell

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-
21; Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57
-66
Friday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk
1:67-79
Saturday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts
13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-
5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or
1Jn3:1-2,21-24; Lk 2:41-52
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INCARNATION AND PASCHAL MYSTERY

For years, Catholic spiritual writers have drawn our attention to the Christmas litur-
gy’s subtle—and not-so-subtle —linking of Christ’s incarnation with his paschal mys-
tery. In the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke, there are countless intimations of
the Passion and cross. The saints of the Christmas octave, dubbed “comites Christi,”
Christ’s companions in suffering, form a royal honor guard of martyrs and others who
bore witness at great personal sacrifice to the Child we hail as “Prince of Peace,”
while the wood of the manger evokes the wood of the cross. But these days, sadly, in
the wake of seemingly endless mass shootings at schools, we need no reminders of
how close in real life are the cradle and the cross. May our hearts find, if not answers,
at least comfort in the prophet Micah’s reminder that, from the pain of a woman’s
labor came forth the Child who is our incarnate peace.

COMFORT AND SALVATION

All of today’s scriptures seem to declare Christmas’s “comfort and joy.” Micah de-
clares that, as small as Bethlehem is, the child born there will bring peace that “shall
reach to the ends of the earth.” Hebrews proclaims that, despite pain and suffering,
the “offering of the body of Jesus Christ” saves us all. In today’s Gospel, bearing the
Christ Child within her, Mary, barely more than a child herself, immediately, unself-
ishly sets aside her own preoccupations—and as a betrothed but as yet unmarried
mother-to-be, how many they must have been—to travel in haste, over dangerous
terrain, a four-day journey (the scholars say) from Nazareth to Ain-Karem, to the
home of Elizabeth and Zechariah.

Luke 1:39-40

BLESSED

Then, just as David leapt and danced before the ancient Ark of the Covenant that bore
precious signs of God’s abiding presence, so John leaps in his mother Elizabeth’s womb
as Mary arrives, a living ark bearing God’s living presence. Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary
in words that we pray daily in the “Hail Mary”: “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Why Mary is so “blessed” Elizabeth then explains:
“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be ful-
filled.” Likewise, we may dare hope to be “blessed” for “believing that what was spoken”
to us “by the Lord” —Jesus’ promise of mercy —will be fulfilled as we share God’s mercy
with everyone. For by reason of our baptism and, more immediately and repeatedly,
because of our participation in the Eucharist, we too bear within ourselves the living
Christ. To whom, or to what situation, do

Mary set out and traveled to the
hill country in haste to a town of Judah,

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliza

we need to bear Christ this Christmas? In- )

deed, throughout the year, how selflessly TODAY’S READINGS

do we set our own concerns aside? How Micah 5:1-4a

eagerly—“in haste”—do we, disregarding Psalm 80:2-3. 15-16. 18=19
S bl difficulties, traverse whatever dangerous Hebrews 10:5’_10 ’

COC R e terrain needs conquering to be of service Lilke 1:30-45

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
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God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus.
One day Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth.
Elizabeth was going to have a baby, too.
The baby inside her leaped for joy when he heard Mary’s voice!
Look at these pictures.

Circle five things that are in the bottom one but not the top.

. x
o J

©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year C ¢ Fourth Sunday of Advent
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved,
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

The prophet Micah wrote about the place where Jesus was born.
He said “one who is to be the ruler in Israel
would come from this small village (Micah 5:1)
Unscramble the letters in the windows
to print the name of this place below
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[Mary]entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

BLESSED ARE YOU
AMONG WOMEN

On the First Sunday of Advent we heard
about Elizabeth, the mother of John the

Baptist, and Mary, the mother of Jesus. .
In today’s Gospel (Luke 1:20-45) we hear s
the story of a time when these two mothers "
came together. After the angel told Mary -
that Elizabeth was also expecting a baby, il

Mary decided to visit her. She had to travel oo™
a long way—it took almost a whole week PP
to get to Elizabeth’s house on foot. T
The map gives you some idea of how
far Mary had to walk. It might have
been almost a hundred miles!

Elizabeth greeted
Mary with words
we still pray today
in the Hail Mary:
“Blessed are you
among women
and blessed is
the fruit of
your womb.”
Elizabeth was
talking about Jesus.

Color the pictures of
Mary and Elizabeth
greeting one another.

Before you go to sleep tonight, pray a Hail Mary.
Think about how excited Mary and Elizabeth were
when they thought about their babies soon to be born.
In two days we will celebrate that great event
when God came to us as Jesus and was born as one of us.
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
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and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)
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