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with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.
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DECEMBER 12, 2021

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

On Saturday, November 27,
Chloe Truscello received the
Sacrament of Baptism

at the 4:00 Mass.

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS
Sat. Dec. 18 - 4:00 PM- Joyce Cunningham, Maria Spayd
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, James Krug
Sun. Dec. 19-11:00 AM - Richard Consiglio,

Patrick Schurr
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - James Krug, Richard Karcher
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Matt Michelone, Gary Johnson
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, Richard Consiglio

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. Dec. 18 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Amber Yasolsky, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 19 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Aidan Schurr
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Estella Koch,
Evie Koch, Aidan Schurr, Lily Davis, McKenna Koeck
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Bob Olson, Nicholas Helsley,
Abigail Hovance
Sat. Dec. 25 -10:00 AM - Sadie Swope, Keaton Swope

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Dec. 18- 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Lou Ann Clark
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Susanna Tomlinson
Sun. Dec. 19 - 11:00 AM - Cecelia Bloom, Walter Bloom
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Cecelia Bloom, Walter Bloom,
Connie Baker, Kenneth Gorman
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Barbara Bundy, Bob Olson,
Dolores Capriotti, Donna Moyer
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Diane & Daniel Turcovsky

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Dec. 18- 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Billy Sweet,
NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Jane Strasser,
Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. Dec. 19 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Mary Grace
Horton, Dolores Capriotti, Patrick Podoletz
Fri. Dec. 24 -4:00 PM - Lou Ann Clark, Mary Truesdale,
Ed Stoltz, Mike O’Neill, Peg Madden
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - NOT FILLED (need 4)
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Carolyn English, Mary Grace
Horton, Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel

SACRISTAN
Sat. Dec. 18 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 19 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
Fri. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Fri. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Barbara Bundy
Sat. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham

SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 18 - 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, Julie Beiswenger
Sun. Dec. 19 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Dec. 19 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph




I A Few Words from the Pastor:

KUDOS FOR OUR FAITH FORMATION CHRISTMAS EVENT - Many thanks to all who planned or participated in our Ad-
vent/Christmas event last Sunday. We were pleased that the number of families that joined in the festivities, and
grateful for our catechists who shared their joy. A special shout out to Diane Ryan, who coordinated the joyous experi-
ence!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES - Please note the Advent Penance Services being held locally: St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg
on December 12 at 4:00 PM, St. Rose of Lima on Monday December 13" at 7:00 PM, at the Cathedral on Wednesday,
December 15, at 6:00 P.M. and at Sacred Heart on Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 PM

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE - Masses at St. John’s for Christmas will be held at 4 PM on Christmas Eve, again at 10
PM on Christmas Eve, and at 10 AM on Christmas morning. Be reminded that, though Christmas falls on a Saturday,
there will be no vigil Mass for Sunday held on Christmas afternoon. Masses for that Sunday, the feast of the Holy Fami-
ly, will be held on Sunday morning at the usual times of 8 and 11 AM.

ADVENT BOOK CLUB - Our Advent/Christmas book club continues to meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00, as we re-
flect on the book Advent in Plain Sight. You are invited to join us. Please email me and | will send you the link.

JOY IN A NAZI PRISON? — The German Jesuit Alfred Delp SJ was a priest and philosopher of the German Resistance. A
significant figure in Catholic resistance to Nazism, he was falsely implicated in the failed 1944 July plot to overthrow
Adolf Hitler. Delp was arrested and sentenced to death, being executed in 1945. For Father Delp, Advent is more than
preparing ourselves to celebrate Christmas. It is a spiritual program, “a way of life.” He describes the season of Advent
as a journey into the holy place of encounter with the living God. In reflecting on “Gaudete Sunday” while imprisoned,
he wrote:
Is there any point in bothering about joy? Is joy not among those luxury items of life that have no place in war-
time conversations? Certainly it has no place in a prison cell where someone is pacing back and forth, his hand in
irons, his heart swelled by all the winds of longing, his head filled with worries and questions.... However, there
have been, and continue to be, times where one is comforted and spiritually uplifted; times where one sees the
facts of the case exactly as real and hopeless as ever and yet is not grieved but truly manages to turn the whole
thing over to the Lord. That is the decisive word: joy in human life has to do with God. Only in God is man fully
capable of life. Without him, over time, we become sick. This sickness attacks our joy and our capability for joy.
Man should take joy as seriously as he takes himself. He should believe in himself, believe in his heart and in his
Lord God, even through darkness and distress — that he is created for joy. This really means that we are created
for a fulfilled life that knows its meaning and is certain of its capabilities. We are created for a life that knows it-
self to be blessed, sent, and touched at its deepest center by God Himself.

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling
For January 8, 2022 — May 29, 2022
It’s time to schedule for Winter-Spring 2022.
If you have internet access please enter your NOT available dates in your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro.
Here is the direct link to that website — www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/teammates
There is also a link from our parish website (WWW.STJOHNSALTOONA.ORG)
and a link in the email reminder you will receive soon.
There are cards available in the gathering space for those who do not have access to the internet.
If you are not able to update your profile online or visit the church to fill out a card, you may give Mark a call on a
weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the weekends at 814-932-2223.
Please update your profile online or call me or fill out a card and return it by midnight on Sunday, December 19th.
Family members can fill out one card front and back.
Thank you for your service to our faith community throughout the year!




FAITH FORMATION NEWS I

Just a reminder that Parents/Students should wear a |
mask/facial covering when entering the building.

I December 12 - NO CLASS

| December 19: 9:15 - 10:45 AM - CLASS !

* December 19: 3:00 PM - Cookies with Santa & Caroling- |

I December 26: NO CLASS

IJanuary 2: NO CLASS

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Today’s gospel reports
“there is one among you whom you do not recognize.” It
is hard to believe Christ is present in a family with crazy
schedules, suppers that start too late and end too early,
cars that don’t start, misunderstandings, frustrations,
piles of laundry, unmatched socks and stretched food
budgets. The list is endless. The words spoken at mass,
“The Lord is with you,” are not a hope, they are a fact.
Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

BLESSING OF THE BABY JESUS: The Catholic Church has a
beautiful tradition of blessing the Christ Child figurines
that are placed in our home manger scenes. Please bring
your Baby Jesus from your Nativity set to Mass for a spe-
cial blessing at any of the Masses on the weekend of De-
cember 18/19.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES:

St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg - December 12 at 4:00 PM
St. Rose of Lima - Monday December 13 at 7:00 PM
Cathedral - Wednesday, December 15, at 6:00 PM
Sacred Heart - Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 PM

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:

November 28, 2021
Envelopes S 2,881.00
Loose Offerings S  491.50
Children’s Offerings S 7.00
Catholic Charities S 162.00
Christmas Flowers S 10.00
Christmas S 50.00
Food Bank Collection $  100.00
Subtotal S 3,701.85
Online Giving S 1,678.00
Total Offertory S 5,379.85

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $180,720
Pledge Payment Committed $9,605
Total Pledges/Donations $190,325

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal 542,813
January 1 - November 30
Payments/Donations $47,490
Total Pledges/Donations $47,310
*QOver our Goal $4,677

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Joshua Banks
Scott Brenneman e Dan Burley ¢ Cari Ann
Arthur Campbell ¢ Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ® Betty Dennis
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Debbie Digman e Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Leann Frazier ® Nicole Gervinski ® Ray Hess
Don James ¢ Nancy James ¢ Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Genevieve Mathias e Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Todd Pletcher e Connie R ® Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley ® Olga Romerowicz
Amy Rossi ® Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Betsy Slat ¢ Mary Jo Stephenson
Patty Swanson ¢ Tim Temofonte ® Marion Tessitore
Joyce Villani ¢ Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel
Daronda Wooldridge

COOKIES WITH SANTA & CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Join us
on Sunday, December 19th to visit with Santa from 3 PM
to 4 PM in Fr. Bailey Hall (the school gym).

Families are welcome to take photos with Santa.

Light refreshments will be served.

All ages are welcome!

Bring your children and grandchildren!

Then join Debbie and members of the St. John’s choir for
caroling in the neighborhood starting at 4 PM. Everyone
loves to sing Christmas carols! We’ll provide songsheets
with the lyrics. As it was said best in EIf the movie, “The
best way to spread Christmas Cheer, is
singing loud for all to hear.”

Everyone is welcome.

Why not invite family members to
come along?

Parishioners are welcome to join us for
one or both events.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Memorial donations for Christ-
mas flowers should be submitted by Monday, December
20 in order to be acknowledged in the December 26 bul-
letin. Use the envelope in your packet or you can also
donate through online giving.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES
Bulletin information for the December 26 bulletin is due
on Thursday, December 16.
Bulletin information for the January 2 bulletin is due on
Thursday, December 23.




SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA
CONFERENCE INVITATION: Do you consider yourself a
naturally caring, compassionate and giving person? If so,
come and share your gifts with people in need by joining
the St. Rose of Lima Conference of the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul. In the coming weeks, more information will
be shared about the spirituality and works of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul in our weekly bulletins.

If you are interested, please contact Dan Weaver at
dweaver@atlanticbb.net.

SCRIP TIP: Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising
funds for St. John the Evangelist Church by using scrip.
Shop gift cards from over 750 top brands, including Best
Buy, Amazon, Target, The Home Depot and more. Wheth-
er you buy the gift cards to give as presents to family and
friends, or to use them to buy your gifts—our parish earns
with every gift card purchased. Shopping physical gift
cards just got way more convenient with the new ship to
home feature—available only in the mobile app,
RaiseRight™. Choose from hundreds of top-selling brands
that are “Ship to Home Eligible” and pay with a bank ac-
count or credit card. Don't have the app yet? Download it
today to get your gift cards from the comfort of home.

Download our RaiseRight
mobile app

GETITON
” Google Play

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

With joy you will draw water
at the fountain of salvation.

— Isaiah 12:3

¢ J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

)

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Friday, December 24
4:00 PM
10:00 PM
Saturday, December 25
10:00 AM

HELP AGING RELIGIOUS: Elderly .
Catholic sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests have
offered their lives in service to
others— educating the young,
comforting the sick, and min-
istering to the less fortunate.
Today, many are frail and
need assistance. Your gift to
the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious helps furnish medica-
tions, nursing care, and more.
Please give generously to today’s second collection.

- 4

for Religious

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

\ N7
) - :
,

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for All God’s People requested by the
Altoona Catholic Daughters

Monday, December 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8:30 AM - Mass for Leroy Musselman requested by
Anna Musselman
Tuesday, December 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest &
Doctor of the Church
8:30 AM - Mass for Bill Hermeski requested by
Barbara Bundy

Wednesday, December 15 - Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Gerald & Rita Kibler

Thursday, December 16 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by
Shirley Frank

Friday, December 17 - Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Steve Ripitch requested
by Richard & Joyce Lowe

Saturday, December 18 - Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for David Petrak requested by
Mary Petrak

Sunday, December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Mona Porta requested by the
Walt & Cecelia Bloom

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;

Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;

Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9-14;

Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Lk 7:24-30
Friday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Saturday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;

Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45




Whoever has two cloaks should share
with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos: © Inc / ShutterStock,
© gomolach / AdobeStock
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass

DECEMBER 12, 2021

REJOICE

Today is known as Gaudete—Rejoice—Sunday, the day’s Latin nickname is taken
from today’s ancient official Entrance Antiphon, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again |
say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.” The optional rose vestments —reminiscent of
winter’s early morning skies as the solstice draws near, the festal organ music, the
floral arrangements, all these ancient traditions together with the antiphon are meant
to anticipate, in sight and sound, the soon-to-break-upon-us Christmas joy. How well
today’s scriptures illustrate the struggle between Advent’s contrasting moods: “joyful
expectation” in light of Christ’s nativity, and “serious repentance” inspired by John
the Baptist’s preaching, reminding us that Christ’s next coming—at death or at the
end of time—will be for judgment as well as redemption.

JOY AND EXULTATION

Joy and exultation ring through the first reading, as Zephaniah’s ancient messianic
prophecy pictures God “rejoicing over (us) with gladness, renewing (us) in his love,
singing joyfully because of (us) as one sings at festivals.” This joyful God is not dis-
tant: the prophet declares twice that God “is in your midst.” Zephaniah so trusts this
joyful God’s love for us that he declares our deliverance “a done deal”: both from
inward fear and guilt—*“the Lord has removed the judgment against you” —and from
external threats: “he has turned away your enemies.” The Responsorial Psalm, from
Advent’s principal prophet, Isaiah, echoes an exultant joy that should prompt us to
be “confident and unfraid,” “for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.” Paul
likewise exhorts the Philippians—and us—to joy, to a kindness that should be evi-
dent to all, to prayer free from anxiety, serene and thankful.

WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

But then John the Baptist cries out on Jordan’s bank: Repent! Prepare for a Messiah
whose baptism “with the Holy Spirit and fire,” unlike John’s water baptism, will utterly
transform its recipients. His winnowing fan will clear away the dead wood, bundling
wheat and burning chaff in unquenchabile fire. If this is going to be “good news” for us,
then well might we, like the crowds, tax collectors, and soldiers who first heard John,
ask “What should we do?” When John responds to the people then, and to us today, the
answer, while supremely challenging, is almost surprisingly simple. Nobody is ordered
to abandon the place in which their personal life’s journey or the realities of a history be-
yond their control have put them. God saves us not despite or apart from our real-life cir-
cumstances but in them and through them.

Our call now is to practical, generous chari- TODAY’S READINGS
ty: we are to share clothing and food; prac-

tice justice and professional and personal Zephaniah 3:14-18a

integrity; and be honest toward others and Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

with ourselves. Such is the teaching of the Philippians 4:4-7
Messiah that John heralded. L uke 3:-10-18



God's Word for Children

God loves us very much and wants us
to come to Jesus with our problems.
Color this picture by the numbers.

Then cut it out and hang it in your room.

3= gray 5=brown
H=pink b g\”ein_ Third Sunday of Advent
_____________ 1 John the Baptist wanted people to share.
When you are worried and upset — Pt tht these conts v yours
" . and you have let your friends wear them.
DOhT l@f Th ése ThoughTS Increase. Color each coat according to the directions.
pray .[.0 G 0 d ab 0 UT Th em Then draw a happy friend inside of each one.

And give thanks for God's peace.

— — o — o—— — — — — S—

 Third Sunday of Advent

ition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of

ington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
roduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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\ GAUDETE!

The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete, the Latin word

meaning “Rejoice!” Today’s readings contain many words with (

the same meaning as “rejoice.” They are printed here.
Color and decorate them so they really represent rejoicing.
Why do we rejoice this day? Because Christmas is almost here!
The priest wears rose-colored vestments at Mass today.
We light the third candle on the Advent wreath, the pink one, to remind us
that now there is more light than darkness.

Christ our Light will soon be here!
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Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Thond o

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

Sign up here:

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician
814-943-4942

400 S. Logan Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!

Ask For Us By Name!!!

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. . > K
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
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to clog or we'll clean

it for FREE*

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris

- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

LNG[ERT Gl’lardﬂ By

Get it. And forget it.”

free gutter inspection' 1
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Discount applied b represenativ at
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*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration
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This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

2005 Valley View Boulevard [ v/Police . .
Altoona, PA 16602 VFire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
vFriends/Family FREE Activation s 95
(814) 944-3535 NO Long Term Contracts 1 9 o amonth
Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy, CALL Now! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
& Speech Therapy

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(CST 2117990-70)
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