
LECTORS 
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, Maria Spayd 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Bill Foose,  Norma Foose  
Sun. Dec.  5 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Jim Campbell  
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Bob Olson,  Susanna Tomlinson  
Weds. Dec.  8 - 6:00 PM - Barbara Bundy, Gary Johnson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM -  NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 5-11:00 AM - Aidan Schurr, NOT FILLED 
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED 
Weds. Dec.  8 - 6:00 PM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM -Connie Baker, Susanna Tomlinson 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Bob Olson  
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Diane Turcovsky,  
                Daniel Turcovsky  
Weds. Dec.  8 - 6:00 PM - Diane Turcovsky,  
                Daniel Turcovsky  

 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM -  Betsy Lloyd, Billy Sweet,  
              NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Mary Truesdale, Ed Stoltz,  
              Carolyn English, Lou Ann Clark 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 11:00 AM - Dee Capriotti, Marilyn Bevan, 
              Walter Bloom, Peg Madden 
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Connie Baker, Ginny Reeder, 
    Mike O’Neill, Ray Kennedy  
Weds. Dec.  8 - 6:00 PM - Jane Becker, John Becker, 
     Darlene Scarpaci, Charlie Moore 

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM -  Jane Byrne 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan 
Tues. Dec. 7 - 6:30 PM - Jane Byrne  
Weds. Dec.  8 - 6:00 PM - NOT FILLED 

SCRIP 
Sat. Dec. 4 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi 
Sun. Dec. 5 -  8:00 AM -  Erika & Heather Yasolsky 
Sun. Dec. 5 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph  

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

PASTORAL STAFF  
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com  
Rev. Nelson Javier, TOR - njavier@dioceseaj.org  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
Kris na Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith Forma on Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlan cbb.net 
Iris Tatar - Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - iristat38@gmail.com - (814) 215-7071   
Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THE HOLY SEASON OF ADVENT BEGINS - The season of Advent is known as one of “Joyful expecta on.” In the Church 
we name the third Sunday of Advent as Gaudete Sunday or “Joyful Sunday” as our wai ng for the Saviour is almost at 
an end. Then, we wish each other a “Merry Christmas” as we share meals, exchange gi s and treasure loved ones at 
this me of year. Yet, the irony is that for many, the joy of Advent and Christmas is hard to come by. Yes, Christmas can 
be a me of joy for some, but it can be a me of sadness for others for a variety of reasons. It is not the same for every-
one. Where then can joy be found? When we look into the Bible and our faith Tradi on, we discover a number of im-
portant points about the experience of joy. The first is that joy is the fruit or consequence of knowing God is near. At 
Christmas we celebrate “the Word made flesh who lives among us” (Jn. 1:14). God has visited his people and promised 
us that we are never alone. 

AN ADVENT BOOK CLUB – Beginning on December 1st, at 7:00, the first Wednesday of Advent, I will be leading an 
online discussion of the book Advent in Plain Sight.  For those who did not pick one up in church, the book is available 
on Amazon.  The cost is $14 in paperback and $8 on Kindle. If you would like to par cipate, please email me so that we 
can get organized for a zoom session.  

ADVENT CALENDARS - This Advent season we will again make available Advent Calendars. They are available in the 
Gathering Space for $3 dollars.   

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES - Mark your calendars now for our Advent Penance Service, next Sunday,  December 5th 
at 4:00 PM.  There is no be er way to prepare for Christmas than making a good confession!  Other Penance Services 
include St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg on December 12 at 4:00 PM, St. Rose of Lima on Monday December 13th at 7:00 PM, 
and at the Cathedral on Wednesday, December 15, at 6:00 P.M.  Addi onal services will be announced as we receive 
word.   

OUR RECONCILIATION ROOM - We now enter the Reconcilia on Room from the body of the church.  When the doors 
are open and the light is on, the confessor is present.  When the doors are closed, it means either that the confessor is 
not present or it is occupied.  When depar ng the Reconcilia on Room, the doors are to remain open for the next per-
son. 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK!  On Tuesday, November 30th, we celebrate the life and ministry of the apostle Andrew, brother 
of St. Peter.  On Friday, December 3rd, we honor the great missionary and companion of St. Igna us of Loyola, St. Fran-
cis Xavier.  Both Andrew and Francis Xavier are models of what Pope Francis invites every Chris an to be, Missionary 
Disciples.  

MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM    

SUNDAY-  8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

MONDAY • TUESDAY • THURSDAY • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  

WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM         

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS   
December 5 – 4:00 PM Parish Penance Service 
December 12 – 7:00 PM Advent of Christmas Concert 
December 19 – 3:00 PM Cookies with Santa and Caroling 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES  
Bulle n informa on for the December 19 bulle n is due 
on Friday, December 10. 
Bulle n informa on for the December 26 bulle n is due 
on Thursday, December 16. 
Bulle n informa on for the January 2 bulle n is due on 
Monday, December 27. 

ANGEL TREE: The Parish Angel Tree is located in the Gath-
ering Space. You may stop by the Church and grab a tag 
a er Mass or during the week. Doors are open daily from 
8:30 AM to 3:00 PM. Catholic Chari es imposes the rule 
that you may not spend more than $40 for a gi . Please 
return your wrapped gi , with the tag a ached, to the 
Gathering Space by December 12. On December 14, we 
will take the gi s to Catholic Chari es, where families will 
pick them up. On the tree you will find star shape re-
quests for food cards (Mar n's or Walmart) that you can 
purchase with scrip and then place the gi  cards in the 
Angel Tree box located on the scrip table.  We will give 
those cards to Catholic Chari es and they will disburse 
them to the families. Due to an cipated shortages, if you 
are unable to find the item on the tag, you may subs tute 
a similar gi . If you have any ques ons, call Joyce Cun-
ningham @ 814-695-5346. 
Looking forward to a blessed safe holiday as we build a 
loving community! 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Seth Alexander • Amy B.• Joshua Banks  
Sco  Brenneman • Dan Burley • Cari Ann  

Arthur Campbell • Michelle Cooney  
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis • Be y Dennis  

Mary Lee DeStefano • Michael DeStefano  
Debbie Digman • Bernadine Farrell • Kathy Felty  

Leann Frazier • Nicole Gervinski • Ray Hess  
Don James • Nancy James • Tim Jimenez  

Amy Langenbacher • Lisa • Sherri Maffe one  
Genevieve Mathias • Susie Miller • Karrie McCall  

Sylvia Louise Mills • Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers  
Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher  

Todd Pletcher • Connie R • Mary Rajnish 
Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • Olga Romerowicz  
Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter  

Betsy Slat • Mary Jo Stephenson • Pa y Swanson  
Tim Temofonte • Marion Tessitore • Dan Turcovksy 

Joyce Villani • Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel   
Daronda Wooldridge  

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  

November 14, 2021 

                Envelopes             $    3,714.00 
                Loose Offerings    $       272.00 
                Children’s Offerings  $      3.00 
                Catholic Educa on  $           5.00 
                Catholic Register  $           5.00 
                Christmas Flowers   $     20.00 
                2nd Sunday Food Col. $       313.00 
                Subtotal                 $    4,332.25 
                Online Giving                $    2,028.00 
                Total Offertory                  $    6,360.00 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice 
Payments/Dona ons  $180,420 

Pledge Payment Commi ed  $9,605 
Total Pledges/Dona ons   $190,025 

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal  $42,813 
January 1-November 15 

Payments/Dona ons  $47,310 
Total Pledges/Dona ons   $47,310 

*Over our Goal $4,497 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS   

Just a reminder that Parents/Students should wear a  
mask/facial covering when entering the building. 

November 28: NO CLASS - Thanksgiving Weekend 
December 5 - Family Advent Ac vity in Fr. Bailey Hall 
December 12 - NO CLASS 
December 19: 9:15 - 10:45 AM - CLASS 
December 19: 3:00 PM - Cookies with Santa & Caroling 

RESUMING CARD MINISTRY: A signup sheet lis ng our 
shut-ins (names, addresses, & labels) will be available 
a er all Masses the weekend of Nov 20 & 21.  Please sign 
up to send cards to those parishioners not able to worship 
with us.  This is a monthly ministry and you are asked to 
send a card to your shut-in at least once a month.  Our 
card ministry is so appreciated by those not able to a end 
Mass and func ons at St. John's. 

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Today’s gospel tells us to “Be 
watchful.” This comes natural to families. Parents are 
watchful of their children’s health, grades and friends. 
Children are watchful of parental moods. Today’s gospel 
encourages us to use this ability to see God ac ng in the 
innocence, tenderness, love and forgiveness of your fami-
ly. “Be watchful,” the Lord is already with you. Reprinted 

with permission: A Family Perspec ve by Bud Ozar.   

ONE FAITH YOUTH GROUP FUN NIGHT: OFYG will be hav-
ing Fun Night for Blair County on Sunday, November 28, from 
6PM-8PM at St. Mary’s Church in Altoona.  

Don’t forget our na on’s 
first-ever Catholic day of 
giving! This year it will be 
on Giving Tuesday, Novem-
ber 30, from 12:00 AM to 
11:59 PM. If that date 
doesn’t work, the Ad-
vanced Giving Day phase 
for dona ons runs now 
through November 29 at 
11:59 PM. Here is the direct 
link to our page: 
h ps://aj.igivecatholic.org/organiza ons/st-john-the-
evangelist-church-0d726461-8a6f-4547-b56c-
67233e34c7e5 
If you prefer not to donate online, there are envelopes in 
the Gathering Space that you may use. 
Your generous support is greatly appreciated! 

THE NOCTURNAL ADORATION SOCIETY: On the first Fri-
day of each month there is Eucharis c adora on at a 
specified parish in Altoona. Adora on begins at 8 o’clock, 
and con nues un l 11 o’clock. This Friday, December 3, 
Nocturnal Adora on will be at Our Lady of Lourdes and 
St. John’s hour is from 9 to 10.  Remember the words of 
Jesus to his sleepy disciples in the Garden: “Could you not 
watch with me for one hour?” 



RAFFLE TICKETS FOR AFGHAN: Help us help our neighbor 
… we are selling raffle ckets for an afghan made by one 
of our member’s mother!  Tickets are $5.00 each. For ck-
ets contact Hazel at cda2625.com/contact/   

Flyers are in most parish foyers or you can see a flyer 
online at: cda2625.com/2021-afghan.pdf. 
Sponsored by Court Prince Gallitzin #2625.  
Serving all 11 Altoona parishes and beyond. 

Catholic Daughters primary focus is  
Spirituality and Service! 

New members are always welcome!   
Find us online at:  cda2625.com  

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
CONFERENCE INVITATION: Are you looking for ways to 
experience God? Members of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul invite you to share in their ministry of experienc-
ing God in serving people living in poverty. We see Christ 
in our friends in need and, when we see Christ, we experi-
ence God.  

What is a St. Vincent de Paul Conference? 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVDP) is a lay Catholic 
organiza on that responds to the needy throughout the 
world.   
Conferences provide financial assistance to people in the 
form of food, rent, u li es, furniture, and other necessi-

es.   
Conferences respond to other needs in the community, 
such as food pantries and assistance to elderly and the 
disabled, as well as prison ministry. 
If you are interested, please contact Dan Weaver at 
dweaver@atlan cbb.net 

November Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis 
People who suffer from depression  

We pray that people who suffer from depres-
sion or burn-out will find support and a light 

that opens them up to life.  

SCRIP TIP: It’s the me of year to spread some holiday 
cheer to employees, customers, and business associates! 
Scrip gi  cards are a great way to say “Thank You!”  
You’re busy with holiday gi  shopping, meal planning and 
prepara on, and making me to see your family and 
friends at gatherings and par es. You don’t need to add 
“fundraising” to your list of to-do’s. Shop with scrip for all 
of your holiday needs so you can earn money for our par-
ish  and love the holidays! 
Stop by the scrip table before or a er Mass for more in-
forma on on how you can earn money for our parish just 
by purchasing gi  cards from us through our scrip pro-
gram! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
               Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
               Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, November 28 - First Sunday of Advent 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for Rose Marie Moczydlowski requested 
 by Barbara Bundy  

Monday, November 29 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Dave Petrak 
  requested by Bill & Norma Foose 

Tuesday, November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle 
8:30 AM- Mass for Sydney Garre  Lowe requested by  
 Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Wednesday, December 1 - Weekday  
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Diane Long requested by 
    Ron & Becky Merilli  

Thursday, December 2 - Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for John Gulick requested by 
 Ron & Joyce Cunningham 

Friday, December 3 - St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
8:30 AM -  Mass for Barbara Neral requested by  
 Dee Schmerbeck & Family 

Saturday, December 4 - Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent 
3:00 PM - Confessions 
4:00 PM - Mass for Bill & Josephine Seiler requested by   
 Ron & Joyce Cunningham 

Sunday, December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for David Litzinger requested by the 
 Litzinger Family  





ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH 
344 Baynton Avenue, Altoona, PA 

 

 
 

St. John’s Adult, Youth 
and Handbell Choirs 
present a concert of 
music for Advent and 
Christmas. 

 

MUSIC AT ST. JOHN’S  
 
 
 

ADVENT OF 
CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT 

 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
7:00 PM 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

End of the
Year Sale!

75% OFF
LABOR!

Offer does not include cost of material.
Discount applied by representative at

time of contract execution.
Offer ends 12/31/2021. 

Call during this program &
receive a $50 restaurant gift card

with in-home estimate &
free gutter inspection!

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute 
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail 
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. 
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, 
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their 
immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within 
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be 
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal 
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.
darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant 
via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not 
valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or 
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 
Offer ends 12/31/2021. **FOR BALT/DC GIFT CARD AMOUNT IS $25**

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.
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