]esus instructed the Twelve to ta1<e

nothing with them but a walking stick -

no food, no sack, no money in their belts.
Mark 6:8

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet,
Joyce Cunningham Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED
Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Ginny Reeder, Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Ed Stoltz,
Darlene Scarpaci Mary Truesdale , NOT FILLED
Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Richard Karcher, James Krug Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Patrick
ALTAR SERVERS Podoletz, Mary Grace Horton, Peg Madden
Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope , NOT FILLED SACRISTAN
Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Camilla Krug, Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Makayla Langenbacher Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCRIP
Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Sat. July 17 - 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, NOT FILLED
Susanna Tomlinson Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. July 18 - 8:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. July 18 - 10:00 AM - Walter Bloom,
Cecelia Bloom

July Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Social friendship

We pray that, in social, economic and political
situations of conflict, we may be courageous

and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship. " SantJohnthe Evangelt Church

1921 - 2021 = 100 Years




A Few Words from the Pastor:

MISSION CO-OP APPEAL - Father Joseph Ekpo expresses
his sincere gratitude for the warm St. John’s welcome he
received. We continue our prayers for the good work he
does for his diocese in Nigeria. Please be generous!

OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS - Our year of
celebrations of our hundredth anniversary has begun,
with beautiful banners posted in the gathering space, as
well as a delightful display of cookies after this past week-
end’s liturgies. We are most grateful to the committee for
all work that they have been doing in laying out special
activities for the whole of the coming year. Next up is our
parish picnic on Sunday, August 1. There are sign-up
sheets on the kiosk inviting your attendance, what you
wish to bring, and what services you might be able to give
in making this a wonderful parish event! PLEASE JOIN US!

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL HERE AT ST. JOHN’S - Last week in
the bulletin | mentioned that the American bishops have
embarked on a multiyear National Eucharistic Revival ini-
tiative that is part of their 2021-2024 strategic plan,
“Created Anew by the Body and Blood of Christ: Source of
Our Healing and Hope.” To prepare us as a parish, my
brother priests, deacons and | will be preaching on the
Eucharist later this summer, when Jesus’ sermon on the
Bread of Life will be the gospel for four consecutive
weeks. Every third year in the Liturgy we read through
the Gospel of Mark, but since it is the shortest of all the
Gospels, the church is inserted the reading of John chap-
ter 6, the discourse on the Eucharist. As more folks are
coming back to Mass after the pandemic, a good refresh-
er can deepen our love for this most important of the
Sacraments.

' by purchasing scrip. You can buy scrip online for flights,

! cruises, and hotels. Go to shopwithscrip.com to get start-
! ed. Amidst the vacations and excursions to the beach, the
' summer months also mean wedding season is here. Fam-
! ilies can continue to use scrip for all their summer activi-

1 ties, including giving scrip gift cards as presents to happy
: newlyweds! Families can also easily reload scrip gift cards
:they’ve previously purchased to help them earn at the

\ pump and at the grocery store during the summer

i months. And although summer normally means taking a

| well-deserved break from school, it’s never too early for

| families to think about back to school shopping, especial-
 ly families with college freshmen looking for dorm essen-
! tials.

! Need help getting started or setting up your online ac-

! count? Questions about scrip? Call the office at 814-942-

HONORING OUR SAINT KATERI: - St. Kateri Tekakwitha is
the first Native American to be recognized as a saint by
the Catholic Church. She was born in 1656, in the Mo-
hawk village of Ossernenon. Her mother was an Algon-
quin, who was captured by the Mohawks and who took a
Mohawk chief for her husband. Kateri contracted small-
pox as a four-year-old child which scarred her skin. The
scars were a source of humiliation in her youth. She was
commonly seen wearing a blanket to hide her face.
Worse, her entire family died during the outbreak. Kateri
Tekakwitha was subsequently raised by her uncle, who
was the chief of a Mohawk clan.

Kateri was known as a skilled worker, who was
diligent and patient. However, she refused to marry.
When her adoptive parents proposed a suitor to her, she
refused to entertain the proposal. They punished her by
giving her more work to do, but she did not give in. In-
stead, she remained quiet and diligent. Eventually they
were forced to relent and accept that she had no interest
in marriage.

At age 19, Kateri Tekakwitha converted to Cathol-
icism, taking a vow of chastity and pledging to marry only
Jesus Christ. Her decision was very unpopular with her
adoptive parents and their neighbors. Some of her neigh-
bors started rumors of sorcery. To avoid persecution, she
traveled to a Christian native community south of Mon-
treal. We acclaim her virtuous life, and pray for all Native
Americans who find inspiration in her life!

After the 10:00 Mass on Sunday, June 20,
Monsignor Becker baptized Dylan Robertson

and Elle Kennedy. Dylan and Elle are the grand-
children of parishioners Ray and Bev Kennedy.




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Please register now for the 2021-2022 year! :
' If you have any questions about Faith Formation, you i
i may contact Diane Ryan by calling 814-942-5503 or by :
temailing her at stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net. :

PARISH PICNIC: We hope you are planning to join us for
the Parish Picnic on Sunday, August 1, after the 10:00
Mass. Please sign-up so that we know how many to pre-
pare for. Sign ups for food as well as for volunteers to
help set-up, serve food and clean up are posted on the
kiosk. We are so excited to get back into social events and
celebrate our parish family. Won’t you join us? This will be
the first parish event of our 100th Anniversary year!

FATIMA DEVOTIONS ARE BACK: The Franciscan Friars,
T.0.R,, from Loretto, invite you to participate with them
in celebrating Fatima Devotions this Tuesday, July 13th, in
the gardens of Mount Assisi at 6:30 p.m. (In case of in-
clement weather, they will be held at the Basilica of St.
Michael the Archangel.) We are really looking forward to
seeing you.

OUTDOOR MASS FOR MARRIED COUPLES: All married
couples and their families are invited to the annual Out-
door Mass for Married Couples on Sunday, July 18 at 7:00
p.m. at the Our Lady of the Alleghenies Shrine in Loretto.
Bishop Mark will celebrate the Liturgy, during which mar-
ried couples will have the opportunity to renew their
commitment to each other. The Rosary will be prayed
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Bring your own lawn chair, and if it
rains, Bishop will celebrate Mass inside the Basilica of
Saint Michael the Archangel next to the shrine. The Mass
is sponsored by the Family Life Office of the Diocese of
Altoona-Johnstown.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: God called Amaziah from his
daily life to carry forth a mission. Jesus commissioned the
12 apostles to preach the Gospel. He gives them the au-
thority they need to do so, and sends them forth. In the
second reading St. Paul praises the Lord and reminds us
that it is “God whose chose us in Him, before the founda-
tion of the world.” Like Amaziah and the 12 apostles,
each one of us has been called to carry out a mission, to
be a Christian disciple and proclaim the Gospel in all we
say and do. He has given us everything that we need to
do that. Every gift we have comes by way of gift from the
Lord. It is our responsibility to make the choice to recog-
nize those gifts and to use them for God'’s purposes, to
give glory to God through sharing our time, talent and
treasures with all those in need. (Stewardship Reflection,
Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2012/7/03)

The June 27, 2021 offertory report will be included in
next week’s bulletin.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley e Cari Ann ¢ Robert Cole ® Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ® John Dennis ¢ Jim DeStefano

Michael DeStefano ¢ Gary Ellis ® Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Leann Frazier ¢ Matt Gormley
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Genevieve Mathias e Susie Miller
Karrie McCall ¢ Sylvia Louise Mills e Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Connie R ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley ® Lauryn Ryan
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph e Pat Seiler
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte
Bill Teufel « Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ¢ Len Whitten
Daronda Wooldridge ¢ Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Mary Jean Stein
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

ST. JOHN’S BOWLING LEAGUE starts in September after a
year-long hiatus. We bowl! twice a month on Friday nights
from September through April at Holiday Bowl. Please
consider joining in on the fun and fellowship of an occa-
sional night out at the bowling alley with fellow parishion-
ers. A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Gathering Space.
Four-person teams are welcome, or sign-up as a single or
couple; we’d be happy to get you on a team so you can
start in on the fun! For details, call Gary Johnson at 814-
696-2683.

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BECOME A DEACON? If so, you
and your wife (if married) are invited to join Bishop Mark
and Deacon Michael Russo at the “Bishop’s Night of Voca-
tions” on Tuesday, September 21 at 7 p.m. at the US Ho-
tel Tavern, Hollidaysburg. Reservations for this event are
required and can be made by contacting Marybeth at
(814) 361-2000. The deadline for reservations is Aug. 20.
For more information on the Permanent Diaconate please
visit us online at www.dioceseaj.org/Diaconate/ or con-
tact Deacon Michael Russo, Director at (814) 288-3036.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (Mark 6:7-13) Jesus sent out
His apostles without a lot of “things” because THINGS dis-
tract. We collect, argue about and protect our “things.”
Garage sales only transfer “things”. We even ignore each
other because we have “things” to do. What “things” are

separating you from your family? Reprinted with permission: A
Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.
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ST. JOSEPH *

Patris Corde, 2. A Tender and Loving Father,
Hope for the Hopeless
When Joseph had to take Mary and travel to Bethlehem
to register for the great census they were unable to find a
place to spend the night. Joseph persisted until he found
a mere stable where Jesus was born. Joseph is the privi-
leged witness of the birth, which happens under difficult
conditions. Joseph cared for Mary and the Child Jesus.
Joseph saw Jesus grow daily. By their bold faith, their live-
ly hope, and fruitful love, Mary and Joseph are examples
to all believers and parents.
The history of salvation is worked out “in hope against
hope” through our weaknesses. All too often, we think
that God works only through our better parts, yet most of
his plans are realized in and despite our frailty. Since this
is a part of the entire economy of salvation, we must
learn to look upon our weaknesses with tender mercy.”
St. Joseph, a tender loving father,
hope for the hopeless, pray for us.
(Pope Francis Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, 2. Dec. 8, 2020; Jacques
Gauthier, Catholic Book Publishing, N.J., 2014) 2021, Diocese of Al-
toona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy Office, Mary, Mother of

the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA
16601.

OUR CHICKEN BBQ WAS A BIG SUCCESS! Thanks to all of
you, our profit is over $2700. A special thanks to all the
parishioners who worked with us at the K of C. The
Knights who prepared the chicken are amazing - not only
for preparing the "best BBQ chicken in town", but for
their time and welcoming spirit. It was a pleasure doing
business on "their turf". If you wish to make a donation to
this wonderful service organization, please do so by drop-
ping it in the basket in the Gathering Space this week-
end. Kudos to the Knights of Columbus, Star of the Sea
Council #4245, Hollidaysburg PA.

MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH HANDMADE GNOCCHI SALE:
From the Kitchen of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the Parish
is sponsoring a Handmade Gnocchi Sale. On the weekend
of August 14—15, you may purchase packages (single
serving) of frozen handmade gnocchi freshly made by the
ladies of the Parish under the direction of Rosa of the for-
mer Aldo’s. They will be available on August 14th from
4:30—6:00 pm and August 15th from 9:00 am—12:30 pm
in the School Cafeteria (8th Avenue) for $5.00/package.
All you will have to do is take them home, boil the water,
cook the gnocchi, and add your favorite sauce. This will
make a delicious meal for the “famiglia.” The proceeds
will benefit the Parish.

Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 11, 2021

Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

— Psalm 85:12

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, July 11 — The 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
10:00 AM - Mass for Tiff Michens requested by
Linda Weyandt

Monday, July 12 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Dave & Tracey Auerbeck

Tuesday, July 13 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Dr. Thomas Cardellino requested by
Andrew Bobby

Wednesday, July 14 — St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Marilyn Bevin

Thursday, July 15 — St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of

the Church

8:30AM— Mass for Roberta Garrett requested by the
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Friday, July 16 — Weekday
8:30AM- Mass for Diane Long requested by the
Bob & Family

Saturday, July 17 - Vigil of The 16" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Sunday, July 18 — The 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Frank & Nancy Mincin

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-8; Mt 10:34 — 11:1
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34;
Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7; Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27; Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Ex 11:10 — 12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15, 16bc, 17-18;
Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 23-24, 10-15;
Mt 12:14-21
Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34




ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH
HISTORY 101 - CHAPTER 1

Our parish has a long, proud history.
Over the next few weeks, we’d like to share this with you.

We'll bring you the basic dates and facts, a list of prior pastors, comments from both
long-time and new members, and the story of how our current worship space came to be.

1920

1921

1922

1924

1927

1949

1949

1952

1954

1955

1955

There won’t be any quizzes or tests, so just read on and enjoy ...

Fr. Patrick Vereker, pastor of St. Mary’s in Hollidaysburg, purchased
an old building in Lakemont which was formerly known as the Church
of God. The building was remodeled.

On January 1st, the first Mass was offered at St. John’s. For the next
six months, St. John’s was considered a mission church of St. Mary’s.
On July 1st, the Parish of St. John the Evangelist was established by
Bishop McCort.

The rectory was purchased.

The church building was enlarged.

The rectory was remodeled and enlarged.

In January, the parish purchased an estate located on the corner of
Lotz Ave. and EIm St. This property included a stone house which

was renovated for use as a school and convent.

In September, St. John’s Parochial School opened with just fourteen
students in the first grade. One grade was added each year thereafter.

In October, the parish purchased the old fire hall on the corner of
Leslie and EIm Sts. For the next two years, some classes were held

in this building.

On September 5th, ground breaking was held for a new school building.

On June 26", the new school was dedicated and blessed.

On August 29th, classes began in the new school.

Check here next week for Chapter2...



We’re Looking for
Catechists and Helpers for the
2021-2022 Faith Formation Year!

CLASSES BEGIN IN MID-SEPTEMBER AND RUN THROUGH MID-MAY

What’s Involved in Being a Catechist?

As a catechist, you’ll plan and teach small classes throughout the year. You will
be provided with numerous resources to help you plan for your lessons such as
textbooks, supplemental materials, and online resources. For the safety and
protection of our parish children, all of our catechists, substitutes and volunteers
are required to be in compliance with the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese Children
and Youth Protection Policy.

We know you may have questions or concerns about this volunteer position so
please contact Diane Ryan in the Parish Office at 814-942-5503 or
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net if you would like more information or would like
to volunteer to be a catechist, substitute or helper for our upcoming Faith
Formation Year.

Sa
\ _

Faith Formation
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Jesus instructed the Twelve to take

nothing with them but a walking stick -

no food, no sack, no money In their belts.

Mark 6:8

CALLED TO BE EXTRAORDINARY

Mother Teresa challenged us to do ordinary things with extraordinary love. Basketball
coach Jim Valvano said, “Every single day, in every walk of life, ordinary people do
extraordinary things.” Sometimes we see extraordinary vocations, such as the child
prodigy musician. But usually those whom God chooses to call are reluctant partici-
pants who either run from the call or ignore it. Amos tells Amaziah “| was a shepherd
and a dresser of sycamores.” He looked after sheep and punched holes in fruit for a
living! Now he was being called to prophesy. In Mark’s Gospel the apostles are sent
out two by two to begin their ministry. Paul takes it further, telling the Ephesians, “In
him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who ac-
complishes all things.” This call goes out to all of us! How are you being called to be
extraordinary this day?

TWO BY TWO

Did you ever wonder why Jesus sent them out two by two? Not threes, not groups of
four? Perhaps it is just the most practical configuration. Recall that in last week’s Gos-
pel Jesus was not accepted in his own town and was astonished by the lack of faith
that he found there. The disciples would be too new in their faith to know how to deal
with that kind of rejection. With three you always end up two against one. With a pair,
the two could support each other emotionally and spiritually, and lift each other up in
prayer. When traveling, having a companion was much safer than being on one’s own,
and if there were treacherous spots in the journey, they could help each other through.
If you were begging for lodging, two might be able to get in, while a larger group might
not be so fortunate. The Gospel gives no indication of who the partners were, but pre-
sumably they were sent in combinations that made each pair the strongest proclaimers
of Christ. They were able to drive off many demons and cure illnesses.

SHAKE THE DUST OFF YOUR FEET

Jesus told the pairs of disciples, “Whatever place does not welcome you or listen to
you, leave there and shake the dust off your feet in testimony against them.” Jesus
is preparing the disciples for the experience he had in his home town. This is how
you behave when you are not accepted. He didn’t tell them to curse them or threaten
them, just simply shake off the dust and move on. Rejection is a hard thing for any
of us, and Jesus is teaching us how to handle it, as if to say “Pick your battles.” This
is a good reminder to us all in a time and culture when the climate is so politically
charged. Know when it is best to shake
the dust and walk away from social me-
dia, from an angry word, or from some-
thing that won’t turn out well. Respond
and stay true to your calling.




God's Word for Children

Through Jesus we have been given forgiveness for our sins.
Read this list of rhyming words below.
Then start at the top arrow and draw a line straight down
to meet the bottom arrow to cross out the first letters of all the words.
The whole list will then be the same word.

This word tells how many sins Jesus forgives.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus sent out his twelve apostles two by two.
They told people they must be sorry for their sins.

|

c 2 |

|

J - l Read below to find out what else the disciples did

b @ |

|

l

|

(you can read the story in Mark 6:7-13).
Then find each underlined word in the word search below.

“*anointed with ol many who were
sick and cured them.”
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ifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of




Sy

D iv‘

SENT OUT TWO BY TWO

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus call the Twelve and send them out to spread God’s word.
We know these twelve men as the apostles. The word apostle means “one who is sent forth”

k or “messenger.”
0 The names of some of the Twelve might be familiar to you. You may have heard or read about
% them in the Bible.
oS Peter and Andrew, James and John were the first ones Jesus called (Matthew 4:18-22).
g Thomas doubted Jesus’ appearance after the Resurrection (John 20:19-29).
@ ) Matthew was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus (Matthew 9:9-13).
d» = Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus (Mark 14:43-46).
) 8. The others are less well known: James the Lesser (or Younger), Philip, Bartholomew, Jude,
0 and Simon (Luke 6:12-16).
3 g Find the twelve names hidden in these letters. Then begin at the last letter in the first row
g Q across and read backwards. Continue by reading the last line across from left to right. What does
Pl it say to you?
b~y
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