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I, the Lord, bring low the high tree,
lift high the lowly tree,
wither up the green tree,
and make the withered tree bloom.
As |, the Lord, have spoken, so will | do.

Ezekiel 17:24

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

" Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

'Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

LECTORS
Sat. June 19 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd ,
Joyce Cunningham
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - Ginny Reeder, James Krug
Sun. June 20 - 10:00 AM - Richard Consiglio,
Patrick Schurr
ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. June 19 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do,
Nicholas Helsley
Sun. June 20 - 10:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. June 19 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Lou Ann Clark
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. June 20 - 10:00 AM - Donna Moyetr,
Susanna Tomlinson

The beauty of marriage

support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity,
faithfulness and patience.

June Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

-

Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. June 19 - 4:00 PM - Carolyn English, Betsy Lloyd,
Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - John Becker, Jane Becker,
Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky
Sun. June 20 - 10:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Marilyn
Bevan, Wendy Campbell, Dolores Capriotti
SACRISTAN
Sat. June 19-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. June 20 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
SCRIP
Sat. June 19-4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. June 20 - 8:00 AM - ChristopherPalazzi,
Heather Yasolsky
Sun. June 20-10:00 AM - Peg Madden,
Marge Rudolph




A Few Words from the Pastor:

Monsignor Becker is on vacation from June 1 to June 11.
Also, during the month of June we will be taking a break from recording a daily reflection
to post on our website and Facebook pages.

WHAT GOES AROUND, COMES AROUND! It hardly seems possible that it has been 25 years since | complet-
ed my pastoral assignment to St. Rose of Lima parish! And now, in addition to my ministry at St. John’s, | am
on a second tour of duty across town! | hope | return a bit wiser! For certain, | return a bit grayer! This as-
signment comes unexpectedly, but we are aware, are we not, that our God is “the God of Surprises”! Doing
the Lord’s work in two parishes now, | am confident that with His grace and with the generous cooperation
of the Faithful, we as “sister” parishes can continue to flourish! | suggest that we take as our motto the
words of Father Boniface Wimmer, founder of St. Vincent Archabbey: “Forward, always forward!” There will
no doubt be adjustments at both parishes, and | ask everyone’s patience. | am especially grateful for the
excellent staff here at St. John’s, who are most helpful in this time of transition.

THANK YOU to Father David Roesch and Father Carl Spishak for covering masses here this weekend. As al-
ways, | am most grateful to Deacon Gene Neral for holding daily Communion Services these past 2 weeks
while | was away.

JUNE 20, CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES! The celebration of our graduates will be next Sunday, June 20 at
the 10 o’clock Mass. We will honor all those of our parish who are graduating from grade school, high school
or college. There is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk to let us know who will be attending, or you can call the
office - 814-942-5503.

OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY: The parish of St. John the Evangelist (the Beloved Disciple) &%’
was established by Bishop McCort on July 1, 2021. At the time St. John’s was established, )
the Diocese of Altoona (now Altoona-Johnstown) was 20 years old. St. John the Evange- 3&’ 100th \%

. . . . . 7
- \ .
list (the Beloved Disciple) Catholic Church received its name_ from the old Pro Cathedral Annwersary
before the new Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament was built. Fr. Leo G. Bailey was ap-
pointed as Pastor. The first mass of the newly formed parish was offered by the pastor \
on the First Friday of the month of July, 1921. Throughout the year from July 2021 to the O Pl Co. o

end of June 2022 we will be celebrating this anniversary with a variety of parish events.

COMMUNION: We have stopped scheduling the distribution of Communion in the front circle after Mass on
Sundays, but if you should need to receive the Eucharist after Mass, please let us know.

PARISH PICNIC UPDATE: Thank you to those who
attended the picnic meeting last Sunday! If you have-
n't already done so, please mark your calendars for
the August 1st picnic here

at our church after the Q\XSH
10:00 Mass. Sign-ups will Y\, \/O
be posted the first week ‘
of July. We are so excited
to get back into social
events and celebrate our
parish family.

ONLINE GIVING: Going on
vacation? Please use Online

6 Giving to catch-up on offerto-

ry. Go to www.

\/C“' stjohnsaltoona.org and click
/VIC on the Donate Online link under Parish Information

on the left side of the page. Complete the online reg-

istration form. It’s quick and easy. Your support dur-
ing summer months helps sustain our parish.




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Please register now for the 2021-2022 year!

' To register for the Diocesan Summer Camps - Camp Timo-
i thy (Grades 10-12 & Newly Graduated Seniors) and Camp
t Zacchaeus (Grades 3-9) - please contact Francine Swope
1in the Youth Ministry Office at 814-317-2646.

Hf you have any questions about Faith Formation, you

é may contact Diane Ryan by calling 814-942-5503 or by

i emailing her at stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

BIG CHICKEN BBQ TICKETS ARE ON L
SALE NOW: On Sunday, June 27, we ¢ ¢
will hold a DRIVE THRU ONLY Chicken =4~
BBQ at the Knights of Columbus, 324
Bedford St., Hollidaysburg, beginning
at 11:00 AM. The S$10 tickets can be
purchased after each mass this weekend and will also be
available in the Parish Office, which is open weekdays
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM - (814-942-5503) The proceeds
will go to our Twin Parish in Haiti.

If you can help us by taking 5 or 10 tickets to sell, please
contact Ginny Reeder - 814-695-7671.

SUMMIER SCRIP: Don’t leave for vacation without your
scrip! You can purchase scrip online for flights, cruises,
and hotels. Go to shopwithscrip.com to get started. If
you’re more into road trips, equip your wallet with scrip
for fast food and gas stations! Beat the summer heat with
scrip for your favorite activities. Catch a summer block-
buster in the air conditioning of your favorite theater, or
gas up and hit the beach for a picnic. Earn rebates for St.
John’s on your summer fun with scrip.

COME AND JOIN US FOR A NEW ADVENTURE!!
CAMP ZACCHAEUS 2021 DAY CAMPS!
For Youth entering Grades 3-9 in the Fall of 2021
Three great days of Faith, Fun and Friendship in three
easily accessible areas of the Diocese!
July 19, 20, 21, 2021 — 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
(Daily check-in begins at 8:30 AM)
Altoona Area — St. Patrick, Newry
State College Area — Good Shepherd, Port Matilda
July 26, 27, 28, 2021 - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
(Daily check-in begins at 8:30 AM)
Johnstown Area - Resurrection Picnic Grove, Johnstown

Campers will enjoy daily Liturgies, inspirational music,
prayer experiences, evangelization sessions (our theme
lesson for the day), games, arts and crafts and lots more!
Camp will be held following all current Federal (CDC),
State and Diocesan protocols for Camp Zacchaeus for
COVID. For more information or to receive a brochure,
contact Francine Swope in the Youth Ministry Office at
(814)317-2646.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley e Cari Ann ¢ Robert Cole ® Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ¢ Jim DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Gary Ellis ® Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Leann Frazier ¢ Matt Gormley
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone e Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Connie R ¢ Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph e Pat Seiler
Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte
Bill Teufel « Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ® Len Whitten
Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Terry McManuels, brother of Dave McManuels

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: In Ezekiel’s version of the prophecy by
Isaiah we hear that God promises to bring forth a wonderful
and productive growth-Jesus. St. Paul’s perspective of being a
branch or a limb from a tree compares us to the Body of Christ,
the Church. The branches can each serve a different purpose,
but all be combined to produce the fruits of the whole. Each of
us is important to the “Tree of Life,” which is held together by
the Holy Spirit.

Only God can truly make us what we are to be and what we are
called to be as part of the Body of Christ. We are all accounta-
ble for the gifts God has given us on Earth — our time, talent
and treasure. One day each of us will be asked by God what we
did with those gifts. How will you respond? (Stewardship Re-
flection, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc. 2018/6/01)

May 30, 2021
Envelopes S 3,355.00
Loose Offerings $ 673.00
Children’s Offerings S 5.00
Catholic Education S 20.00
Easter Offering S 2.00
Food Bank Collection S 125.00
Subtotal S 4,180.00
Online Giving $ 1,998.00
Total Offertory S 6,178.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $175,148
Pledge Payment Committed 11,925
Total Pledges/Donations $187,073

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal $42,813.
January 1 to March 531, 2021:
Payments/Donations $32,820

Pledge Payments Committed $1,000
Total Pledges/Donations $33,820




Year of

ST. JOSEPH

Patris Corde 1. A Beloved Father,
Watchful Defender of Christ.

St. Joseph was an example of a father tenderly loving his
Son and a father obediently following God’s will when he
did not fully understand its purpose. The carpenter from
Nazareth had to trust deeply in God while dealing with
the concrete challenges his family faced in a world partic-
ularly marked by poverty, oppression, and injustice. The
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple prefigures Jesus’
offering on the Cross and the offering of our own lives for
love of God and others.
“Joseph shapes his life in conformity with what God ex-
pected of him. God gave him all the needed graces to car-
ry out his special mission, as God also did for Mary and of
all to whom he entrusts a mission.” May we have that
same trust in God. St. Joseph, A beloved father, watchful

defender of Christ, pray for us.

(Pope Francis Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, 1. Dec. 8, 2020 St. Joseph
Man of Faith, Jacques Gauthier, Catholic Book Publishing, N.J., 2014)
2021, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy Office,
Mary, Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. Chestnut Ave-
nue, Altoona, PA 16601.

FATIMA DEVOTIONS ARE BACK: The Franciscan Friars,
T.O.R. from Loretto, invite you to participate with them in
celebrating Fatima Devotions on Sunday, June 13, in the
gardens at Mount Assisi at 6:30 PM. (In case of inclement
weather they will be held at the Immaculate Conception
Chapel at St. Francis University.) We are really looking
forward to seeing you. Please bring a lawn chair.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS: Court Prince
Gallitzin #2625 — Serving all 11 Altoona parishes and be-
yond. We are gathering on Monday, June 14th, in the St.
Rose of Lima Social Hall, at 6:45 PM with the business
meeting beginning at 7:00 PM. Enter through the auto-
matic double doors on the 56th Street side of the school
building. Catholic Daughters primary focus is Spirituality
and Service! New members are always welcome — Please
come and join us! You can find us online

at: www.cda2625.com.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (Mark 4:26-34) Parenting is a
lot like the story of the farmer in the gospel parable to-
day. All growth is the Lord’s work. We have no control
over the process. In fact the farmer doesn’t even under-
stand it, for the seed grows even when he sleeps. As par-
ents we can influence our children but nothing we do can

guarantee results. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar.

Eleventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
June 13, 2021

They that are planted
in the house of the Lornp
shall flourish in the courts of our God.

—Psalm 92:14

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, June 13 — The 11" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Ron Peschock requested by
Fran & Tom Semelsberger
10:00 AM - Mass for Nicholas Podoletz requested by
Arise Group

Monday, June 14 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clara Helen Whetsine requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, June 15 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Diane Long requested by
Ron & Becky Merilli

Wednesday, June 16 — Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Tom & Fran Semelsberger

Thursday, June 17 — Weekday
8:30AM- Mass for Joan Litzinger requested by
Tom & Gretchen Robison

Friday, June 18 — Weekday
8:30AM- Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Deacon Dave & Pat Hornick

Saturday, June 19 - Vigil of The 12" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Joseph Aungst requested by
His Family

Sunday, June 20 — The 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
His Children Vicki, Dana & Drew

10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3-4; Mt 5:38-42
Tuesday: 2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-9a; Mt 5:43-48
Wednesday: 2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-4, 9;

Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: 2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-4, 7-8; Mt 6:7-15
Friday: 2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34:2-7; Mt 6:19-23
Saturday: 2 Cor 12:1-10; Ps 34:8-13; Mt 6:24-34
Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-26, 28-31;

2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41




The kingdom of
God is like ‘
a mustard seed
that is the smallest
of all the seeds.
But once it is sown,
it springs up
and becomes the

largest of plants.
MARK 4:31-32

THE CHURCH AND GOD’S KINGDOM

Today’s scriptures connect the towering cedars of Lebanon from the prophet Ezekiel to
the mustard plant of the famous parable of Jesus. Both plants represent the Kingdom
of God. Both are also to be understood as symbols of the Church, where “birds of every
kind shall dwell” (Ezekiel 17:23) and shelter in the cedar’s branches, and the shade of
the mustard plant’s large branches provide dwelling for the “birds of the sky.” Even to-
day’s psalm tells of the just one who is like a cedar flourishing in the house of the Lord.

Now, the Church is not the Kingdom, but rather a sacrament, a visible sign of it. They
co-exist in the here-and-now but also in the “not yet.” As Paul reminds us, we must
constantly work to continue building and growing the Kingdom by everyday good works
of “the just one.” So we are all birds and just ones.

- “LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD . . .”

The Gospel of Mark is nothing if not a testament to the power of parables to illustrate
the Good News through story. Jesus was a master storyteller, who understood the im-
portance of using images and concepts to which his listeners could relate. A seed, a
mustard plant, would symbolize one of Mark’s signature focuses: the Kingdom of God.

Centuries earlier, the prophet Ezekiel proclaimed most poetically to the Israelites, re-
cently liberated from Babylonian captivity, that their God was still their hope, their com-
fort, their rescue, and their shelter. Those refugees would understand the image of the
towering cedar as a symbol of their kingdom, cut down, fallen, captured. By restoring
their kingdom, their God was giving them a new creation (the replanted shoot) and a
new covenant.

FLINE 28 L0024

THY KINGDOM COME . . .

Ezekiel said that God would tear off “a tender shoot” (17:22) for this replanting. What
5 does this sound like? Why, Advent, of course, and specifically the words of the prophet
Isaiah: “A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall
blossom” (Isaiah 11:1); and again in Isaiah’s Messianic texts we hear: “He grew up
before us like a tender shoot” (563:2). Jesse was the father of the great king David and,
; as we know, Jesus came to be that tender shoot, that blossom, the new Davidic King
whose throne, the cross, was once a tree.

God'’s incarnation in Jesus, born fully human, is the fulfillment of the promise to Ezekiel
of the renewed and restored cedar, the new Kingdom. That new creation and covenant
exists for us in the Church, through the Holy Spirit making the seed planted within us
grow, flourish, and spread. Thus we have
the faith and courage to be that visible sign
of the Kingdom bringing hope and renewal
to the world. We must live Kingdom lives
before we can convince others to do so.

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME




God's Word for Children

Jesus compared the kingdom of God to a mustard seed
(see Mark 4:30-34 in your Bible).
Even though it is the smallest seed, it grows to be the largest plant.
Let’s remember to be good “gardeners” and help God’s kingdom grow.
Read the number under each seed.

Then draw that many leaves on the plant stem above it.

The first one is done for you, | Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time |
l In his Second Letter to the Corinthians (5:7), |
J ) (D | | Paul writes about walking in a certain way.

‘ ‘ () C r l To find what that is, color the second footprint, I
’ ' then every other one after that. |

| The remaining footprints will tell how we should all walk.
| |

: |

: | ' '
11 | |

0 )

10 4 |

©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year B « Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of l
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner. l




The mustard seed ... becomes
the largest of plants and puts
forth large branches, so that
the birds of the sky can dwell in
its shade. Mark 4 : 32

FAMILY TREES

Today's first reading (Ezekiel 17:22-24) and psalm response (Psalm 92:2-3, 13-16) contain
images of trees. On this day when we remember and celebrate our fathers, we can connect
these images with our own family tree.

We can discover our ancestors, our grandfathers and grandmothers, in several ways. We can
learn where they came from, how they lived, and any words of wisdom they might have shared

with their families. You might have heard some of these
kinds of stories from your parents. Some families

use online computer searches

to find out about their

ancestors.

There is even a place
to find out about the
ancestors of Jesus.

The beginning of
the Gospel of

Matthew (1:1-16) \
names all the

grandfathers and

great-great-great

grandfathers of Jesus

from Abraham to Joseph.

Another list in Luke

3:23-38 starts with Jesus
and traces his human ancestry
all the way back to Adam.

We know that our fathers give us life and
their love teaches us something about the love
of God, our perfect Father. On this day, give
thanks for your father and all the men you
know who make your life richer and share
their faith with you.

Talk with the adults in your family
and fill in some of the names
of your ancestors
on this family tree.
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