There appeared to them ‘
tongues as of fire,

which parted

and came to rest

on each one of them. , ~ b
And they were all filled — A : A A
with the Holy Spirit. i ‘
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Last Sunday at St. John’s we celebrated 2 special events at the same Mass!
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Monsignor Becker baptized Leon Nguyen
at the 8:00 Mass.

At the same Mass, Evelyn Bunk received
her First Holy Communion!

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. May 22 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet , Judy Sneath,
Carolyn English, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 23 - 8:00 AM - Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale,
Helen Miller, Charlie Moore
Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - Peg Madden, Mary Grace

LECTORS
Sat. May 29 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED , NOT FILLED
Sun. May 29 - 8:00 AM - Daniel & Diane Turcovsky
Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - Richard Karcher,
Gary Johnson
ALTAR SERVERS

w o PR .TECOSTY

Sat. May 22 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED

Sun. May 23 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, NOT FILLED

Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Sat. May 22 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker

Sun. May 23 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - Kenneth Gorman, Walt

Bloom, Cecelia Bloom

Horton, Lou Ann Clark, Patrick Podoletz
SACRISTAN
Sat. May 22 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. May 23 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
SCRIP
Sat. May 22 - 4:00 PM - Charlene Lancy,
Anna Rasmussen
Sun. May 23-8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. May 30 - 10:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi,
NOT FILLED




A Few Words from the Pastor:

MEMORIAL DAY, DECORATION DAY: Mass on May 31 will be celebrated at 9:00 AM, as we pray for our departed
military who Have served our nation so bravely! All are encouraged come pray with us for all who have died in service
of their country. A BIT OF HISTORY! Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War (which ended in 1865) and a desire
to honor our dead. This day was officially proclaimed on the 5th of May in 1868 by General John Logan who was the
national commander of the Grand Army of the republic. Part of the history of Memorial Day will show that the General
proclaimed: “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating
the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in al-
most every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land.” Because the day wasn't the anniversary of any particular
battle, the General called it, the date of Decoration Day. On the first Decoration Day, 5,000 participants decorated the
graves of 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried at Arlington Cemetery while General James Garfield made a
historic speech. Now we know a bit more of the story!

MONDAY EVENING MASS TO BE DISCONTINUED: Over a year ago we initiated a Monday evening mass at 6 o’clock
during the time of the pandemic. Since we have moved forward with the vaccination and an opening of our churches,
the Monday daily mass time will be changed to 8:30 AM, beginning on June 7.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE: Please note that next weekend, Memorial Day weekend, we will begin our Summer Mass
schedule, at which time the second Mass on Sunday is celebrated at 10 AM, not 11 AM.

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES! On Sunday, June 13 at the 10 o’clock mass, we will honor all those of our parish who
are graduating from grade school, high school or college. Please plan on joining us. More information will follow in
coming weeks.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: We are moving forward with training for those interested in this important
ministry. This training will take place at St. Thomas More Parish in Indiana. The training sessions are the week of July
19-23. If you feel that the Lord is calling you to be part of this important ministry for our young children, please notify
the parish office at your earliest convenience so that we can arrange to have you registered for the training. The parish
will cover the costs.

ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES: As was announced by the diocese, in addition to serving as pastor of St. John’s, | have
been assigned to serve as pastor of St. Rose of Lima parish in Eldorado. | am so very grateful for the countless number
of people who have offered their prayers and help in this time of expanded duties. | will be meeting soon with the cur-
rent pastor of St. Rose, as well as with Father Carl Spishak, who is in residence at St. Rose and regularly assists with
weekend masses. | will keep you updated on what this change might bring. This additional assignment is yet another
reminder of the shortage of priests that we are experiencing. Please pray for vocations to the priesthood, and don’t
hesitate to encourage a son or grandson to consider a vocation to the service of the church as an ordained priest. As
one who has been ordained for 46 years, | can attest to the challenges and joys of serving Christ in the priesthood!

PASTORAL STAFF g\
-

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com;
allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net ' s,
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com

May Prayer Intention
of Pope Francis
The world of finance

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - Let us pray that th.ose in
stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net <.:harge of finance will work
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults with governments to regulate
mark.krepich@gmail.com the financial sphere and protect

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance citizens from its dangers.




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

! Registration forms for the 2021-2022 year are available '
' in the Gathering Space and on the Faith Formation page '
; on our website: stjohnsaltoona.org :
If you have any questions about Faith Formation, please
i contact Diane Ryan in the parish office at 814-942-5503 i
; or by emailing stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net. :
OUR BIG CHICKEN BBQ IS BACK - JUST DIFFERENT:
Sunday, June 27 (Sunday AFTER Father's Day) will be held
at the Knights of Columbus, 324 Bedford ST, Hol-
lidaysburg beginning at 11:00 AM. Tickets will go on sale
the weekend of June 5 & 6. Cost: $10. The proceeds will
go to our Twin Parish in Haiti. DRIVE THRU ONLY.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (John15:26-27: 16:12-15)
Today, on Pentecost, we remember Christ has given us
the Holy Spirit to assist us in raising our family and He ex-
pects us to use this personal gift. Let’s turn-off the noise,
apps and distractions in our lives and let the Holy Spirit

“guide us to the truth.”
Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar.

PARISH PICNIC PLANNING MEETING : Mark your calen-
dars! The parish picnic will be held on August 1st after the
10:00 Mass. We are going to have an organizational
meeting this Sunday, May 23rd, after the 11:00 Mass in
the parish center. Anyone interested in helping is wel-
come to attend. If you are interested in helping, but can't
attend the meeting, please call Sue at 717-575-1142 or
Pat Podoletz at 717-575-4224. Thank you.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
May 9, 2021
Envelopes S 4,491.00
Loose Offerings S 539.00
Children’s Offerings S 8.00
Catholic Education S 25.00
Catholic Education S 35.00
Catholic Home Missions S 100.00
Acension of the Lord S 520.00
Food Bank Collection S 250.00
Subtotal S 5,968.00
Online Giving S 2,978.00
Total Offertory S 8,946.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $174,731
Pledge Payment Committed $12,085
Total Pledges/Donations $186,816

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal $42,813.
January 1 to March 15, 2021:
Payments/Donations $29,220

Pledge Payments Committed $1,000
Total Pledges/Donations $30,220

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Seth Alexander ¢ Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley e Cari Ann ¢ Robert Cole ® Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ¢ Jim DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Gary Ellis ® Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Leann Frazier ¢ Matt Gormley
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Tim Jimenez ¢ Amy Langenbacher e Lisa
Sherri Maffettone e Susie Miller e Karrie McCall
Sylvia Louise Mills ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Connie R ¢ Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph e Pat Seiler
Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte
Bill Teufel « Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ® Len Whitten
Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Ron Peschock
Patty Bartley

May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

AN ARISE CELEBRATION OUTDOOR MASS will be held on
Sunday evening, June 6, at the Shrine of Our Lady of the
Allegheny’s in Loretto at 7:00 PM. All are invited to
attend. Please bring a lawn chair.

MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 30, 2020
with a televised Mass Celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23 and will be re-
broadcast that night at 9:00 p.m. on the Atlantic Broad-
band channel 9. All spouses will be acknowledged and
remembered at Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse
through death throughout the Altoona-Johnstown Dio-
cese are invited to register by contacting the Family Life
Office 814-317-2643 or email familylife@dioceseaj.org.
Deadline to register is May 24, 2021. When registering,
please give your name, address, phone number and the
name of your spouse who has passed away. Sponsored by
the Diocesan Family Life Office

WELGE COLLEGE JUNIOR & SENIOR SCHOLARSHIPS:
Available students who will be juniors or seniors at ac-
credited college or university this fall may apply for an
opportunity to receive one of three $500 grants from the
Adelaide Heverly Welge Scholarship Endowment. Please
visit the “Grants” page of the Independent Catholic Foun-
dation website, www.icfdaj.org to download, complete
and sign the application, which should be emailed to
grants@icfdaj.org no later than 12:00 p.m., Friday, June
11. Award recipients will be notified in July.




Saint Joseph, Protector of the Church, pray for us.
According to historical theologian, Fr. Joseph F. Chorpen-
ning, “The name Joseph means ‘a son that grows’ and in
Hebrew this refers to a beautiful tree, because beneath
this tree...Mary and Jesus were protected and sheltered.”
Joseph is told by an angel in a dream, “Arise, and take the
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and remain
there until | tell thee, For Herod will seek the child to de-
stroy him.” (Mt 2:13) After returning to his own country,
he led a hidden life in the tiny and obscure village of Naza-
reth of Galilee. [1] Joseph then nurtured his foster son,
Jesus, and protected him during his childhood. Because of
Joseph’s protection of his foster son and of Mary, we con-
sider him to be the protector of the Catholic Church.

“O God, who in your inexpressible providence were
pleased to choose Saint Joseph as spouse of the most holy
Mother of your Son, grant, we pray, that we, who revere
him as our protector on earth, may be worthy of his heav-
enly intercessions. Through Christ our Lord, Amen” (Votive
Mass of Saint Joseph) Chorpenning, Joseph, O.S.F.S., Just Man
Husband of Mary, Guardian of Christ; An Anthology of Readings
from Jeronimo Gracian’s Summary of the Excellencies of St.
Joseph, (1597), Phila., St Joseph’s University Oress, 1993. Pope
Francis Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, December 8, 2020,1.
2021, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy
Office, 2713 W. Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS T-SHIRT SALE:
Help us help our neighbors in need! Be Kind ... Purchase a
t-shirt, with an inspirational message, today! The price
ranges from $8:00 to $11.00. Proceeds benefit the good
works of Court Prince Gallitzin #2625. Flyers and order
tickets, with all of the pertinent information, are on the
kiosk in the Gathering Space and in the Parish Office. A
flyer can also be viewed online at: www.cda2625.com/t-
shirt. For more information or to make a purchase, con-
tact Kris at: krisjohn113@gmail.com.

CDA ROSARY RALLY JUNE 11: Join us for the 12th Annual
Global Rosary Relay on the Feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, June 11, 2021 at Saint John the Evangelist Church,
344 Baynton Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602. A quiet, prayer-
ful gathering begins at 5:15 PM with the Rosary starting at
5:45 PM. We're praying the Rosary, to help encircle the
world in prayer, for the sanctification of priests, and join-
ing with the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immac-
ulate Conception in Washington, D.C., a Catholic Daugh-
ters of the Americas national charity, in praying the Glori-
ous Mysteries. To participate privately, go to: https://
www.worldpriest.com/participating-prayer-location-
list/. Once the page opens, scroll down until you see
“Individual registration form for participation in the
Worldpriest Annual Global Rosary Relay.” For more infor-
mation visit us at: https://www.cda2625.com/ or contact
Pattie at info@cda2625.com.

Pentecost Sunday
May 23, 2021

There are different kinds of
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit.

— I Corinthians 12:4

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, May 23 - Pentecost Sunday

8:00 AM - Mass for Dorothy M. Itell requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, May 24 — The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of

the Church

6:00 PM - Mass for Robert B. Lowe requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, May 25 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Diane Long requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Wednesday, May 26 — St. Philip Neri, Priest

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of the McManuels
Family requested by Dave & Connie McManuels

Thursday, May 27 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Jim Branagan

Friday, May 28 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Bill & Sue Haberstroh

Saturday, May 29 - Vigil of The Most Holy Trinity
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday, May 30 — The Most Holy Trinity

8:00 AM - Mass for Dave Petrak requested by
Mark & Jane Kreppich

10:00 AM - Mass for Lou (Stockey) Walton requested by
Tom & Fran Semelsberger

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-3, 5-7,
Jn 19:25-34

Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;
Mk 10:32-45

Thursday: Sir 42:15-25; Ps 33:2-9; Mk 10:46-52

Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Mk 11:11-26

Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20; Ps 19:8-11; Mk 11:27-33

Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40; Ps 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22;

Rom 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20




MAY DAYS at the Basilica of St. Michael - May 29th &
30th at Our Lady of Loretto Hall — Live entertainment,
Cinch Tournament (Call Mag 674-2631 to join) basket
auction, flea market, silent auction, food, and
beverages. Saturday, 4pm-8pm and Sunday, 11am-
4pm. Proceeds from the weekend festival benefit Our
Lady of Loretto Community Hall. Please see our
website www.basilicasm-loretto.org

The historic Prince Gallitzin Chapel House, next to the Our Lady of the Alleghenies Shrine, will
be open on the following Sunday afternoons from 3:00-6:00 PM for self-guided tours and visits:

June 6 and 20; July 18; and August 1, 15, and 29.

ST. JOSEPH MISSION CHURCH OPEN FOR VISITATION
AND SELF-GUIDED TOURS: Hart’s Sleeping Place,
Carrolltown. This historic Church, blessed by Servant of
God, Demetrius Gallitzin himself on October 10, 1830,
will be opening once a month for visitation and self-
guided tours. Schedule: The Church will be open from
Noon — 3:00 PM on Sundays: June 6th, July 4, August 1
and September 5. Website: http://www.sjmc1830.com;
Save-the-Date: Sunday, August 1, at 4:00 PM A special
outdoor Mass with Bishop Mark as Main Celebrant, will
be held. The Church will be open from Noon - 3:30 PM,
with Confessions from 1:00 PM — 3:00 PM.

PRAYERS FOR VOCATIONS:

Lord Jesus Christ, shepherd of souls, who called the
apostles to be fishers of men, raise up new apostles in
your holy Church. Teach them that to serve you is to
reign: to possess you is to possess all things. Kindle in
the hearts of our young people the fire of zeal for
souls. Make them eager to spread your kingdom upon
earth. Grant them courage to follow you, who are the
Way, the Truth, and the Life; who live and reign forever
and ever. Amen.

O God, we earnestly beseech Thee to bless this diocese
with many priests, brothers and sisters, who will gladly
spend their entire lives to serve Thy Church and to make
Thee known and loved. Bless our families. Bless our
children. Choose from our homes those who are needed
for Thy work. Mary, Queen of the Clergy! Pray for us.
Pray for our priests and religious. Obtain for us many
more.

HEALING PATCH VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE: The
Healing Patch Children’s Grief Program is recruiting
volunteers to work with grieving children and their
families at the Blair Center, 20 Sheraton Dr., Altoona.
You are invited to attend an Open House at the center
on Tuesday, June 1 from 6-8 p.m. At the Open House
you will have an opportunity to see how the Healing
Patch impacts local families and how you can share your
time or talents to make a difference. Please RSVP your
attendance by contact Volunteer Coordinator/Grief
Specialist Shalen Steinbugl at 814-947-7140

or steinbuglsm@upmc.edu. The Healing Patch is a free
peer support program for children and their families
who have suffered the death of a loved one. Volunteers
are the heart of the Healing Patch family sessions,
which have been suspended for the past year and will
resume safely in the fall. While volunteers must
understand they are unable to “fix” what has happened,
they are able to facilitate activities to help children and
adults connect and share their feelings in a safe and
welcoming environment. Specialized training is
provided for new volunteers. For more information,
visit HomeNursingAgency.com.

VIRTUS AWARENESS ARTICLE: May'’s featured article is:
‘Overcoming Adverse Childhood Experiences Such as
Trauma or Abuse’ by J. Bart Klik. This article is posted on
the kiosk in the Gathering Space and attached to our
online May 30 bulletin.



HOLY HOUR PLANNED ON EVE OF PRIESTLY
ORDINATION: The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown is
joyfully preparing for the ordination of two men to the
diocesan priesthood later this month. Bishop Mark L.
Bartchak will ordain Deacon Mark Groeger and Deacon
Michael Pleva on May 29 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral
of the Blessed Sacrament in Altoona. There will be a
Eucharistic Holy Hour to offer prayers for Deacons
Groeger and Pleva on May 28 at 6:00 p.m. at Saint
Michael the Archangel Parish, 301 Spruce Street,
Hollidaysburg. All are welcome. Prayers will also be
offered for our current priests and seminarians, and for
future seminarians. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will
also be available.

YOU NEED TO JOIN US FOR CAMP TIMOTHY 2021!!

For Youth in Grades 10-12 and Newly Graduated Seniors
for 2021, we will offer Virtual, Day Camp, and an
Overnight Tent camping option!

Are you tired of the same old, same old?

Are you ready for a much needed change of pace?

Are you looking for a way to increase and strengthen
your faith?

Are you ready for something new, challenging and fun??
June 21, 22, and 23 at Resurrection Picnic Grove in
Johnstown, PA

Camp Timothy will be held following all current Federal
(CDC), State and Diocesan protocols for Camp
Zacchaeus for COVID. For more information or to
receive a brochure, contact Francine Swope in the
Youth Ministry Office at (814)317-2646

COME AND JOIN US FOR A NEW ADVENTURE!!

CAMP ZACCHAEUS 2021 DAY CAMPS!

For Youth entering Grades 3-9 in the Fall of 2021

Three great days of Faith, Fun and Friendship in three
easily accessible areas of the Diocese!

July 19, 20, 21, 2021 - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM (Daily check-
in begins at 8:30 AM)

Altoona Area — St. Patrick, Newry and State College Area
— Good Shepherd, Port Matilda

July 26, 27, 28, 2021 - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM (Daily check-
in begins at 8:30 AM)

Johnstown Area - Resurrection Picnic Grove, Johnstown
Campers will enjoy daily Liturgies, inspirational music,
prayer experiences, evangelization sessions (our theme
lesson for the day), games, arts and crafts and lots
more! Camp will be held following all current Federal
(CDC), State and Diocesan protocols for Camp
Zacchaeus for COVID. For more information or to
receive a brochure, contact Francine Swope in the
Youth Ministry Office at (814)317-2646.
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The Very Reverend John Byrne
of the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel in Loretto, invite
the faithful to outdoor Masses every Sunday evening at 7:00 PM
at the beautiful Our Lady of the Alleghenies Shrine in Loretto.

S

The first Mass of the season will be celebrated on Memorial Day
weekend -- Sunday, May 30, 2021. Outdoor Masses will continue
through Labor Day weekend -- September 5, 2021. Please bring a

lawn chair. In the event of inclement weather, the Mass will be
celebrated in the Basilica of Saint Michael the Archangel.

The historic Prince Gallitzin Chapel House, next to the Our Lady of
the Alleghenies Shrine, will be open on the following Sunday
afternoons from 3:00-6:00 PM for self-guided tours and visits:

June 6 and 20; July 18; and August 1, 15, and 29.

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN’S
WITH FLOCKNOTE : We want to communicate more
effectively with you. But we also want to make it easy
for you to control what types of announcements you
get from us and how you are notified when we make
them. And in order to do this we are using a new,
simple service called FLOCKNOTE. Like sending "notes"
to your "flock". This is all totally free for you to use and
it's going to also make it easy for you to stay plugged in
to the ministries or groups that you care about, all by
text message or email updates. Your information will be
completely safe and secure. And you can unsubscribe
from any updates at any time! To join, text SJC1 to
84576. Then after it responds, make sure you click that
link and complete the process. If you can’t complete
this on your mobile phone, please go online to
stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register.

SECOND SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION RETURNS:
Although you are welcome to bring your donations any
weekend you come to church, we will transition to
delivering to our local food banks once a month, the
week after the second Sunday. There is a sign-up sheet
on the kiosk if you would like to volunteer to make a
delivery.



There appeared to them
tongues as of fire,
which parted

and came to rest

on each one of them.
And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit.
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>_4 COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME!

Come, Holy Spirit! Today we celebrate Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
upon the first disciples and on all who are baptized. We also commemorate the birth

of the Church. Before Pentecost, the disciples remained hidden and uncertain; at
Pentecost, those who were na’rhprpd were filled with the inrﬁ and nroc!a!mpd the
wonders of the Good News of Christ to all. The Spirit guides us to the truth of Christ’s
love and mercy and strengthens us to live as disciples. Without the Holy Spirit, we
would perish; with the Spirit, we have life to the full. Relying on the Spirit, we are
given the grace to turn away from the many temptations that we face each day and

prefer instead what is good and holy. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

As followers of Jesus, we are called to direct our minds and hearts to Christ’s love,
turning away from all that is not of God in order to be more Christ-like in our daily
lives. The more we invite the Holy Spirit to draw us close to God’s heart, the more
readily we will avoid sin and choose life, faith, and love. In the letter to the Galatians,
we hear a list of things that those who live in the Spirit are to avoid. Things like immo-
rality, hatred, jealousy, and selfishness. At first glance, we might think to ourselves,
“of course | want to avoid those things,” and yet, if we are honest with ourselves, we
likely recognize some of those patterns in our lives. Upon further reflection, however,
we also see that these negative behaviors pose temporary pleasure while the fruits of
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control—lead to a life of deep and lasting fulfillment.

NOTHING WILL STAND IN THE WAY

The Jewish people who had gathered in Jerusalem for the festival of Pentecost
came from every corner of the world. They spoke many languages and yet were
drawn to hear the message of Christ from the disciples who had just experienced
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. They were astonished by what they heard —not
only the message, but the way in which it was conveyed, in their own language, and
by the messengers, people whom they would have considered ordinary and unre-
markable, rather than the acknowledged religious leaders of their time. We, too, are
called to share the love and mercy of Christ through word and action, even when
we feel small and insignificant. We need only to look at the witness and experience
of those first disciples and all the saints

who have preceded us to know that we TODAY’S READINGS

are capable of much when we place our
lives in God’s hands. Nothing can stand
in the way of the incredible love of God Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34
when we are filled with the power and Galatians 5:16-25

presence of the Holy Spirit! John 20:19-23 or
John 15: 26-27; 16:12-15

Acts 2:1-11
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While the disciples were together
they heard a strong wind and saw fire.
When the flames came close to them,
they were filled with God’s Holy Spirit!
Read the story in your Bible in Acts 2:1-11.
Use the code to color the picture below.
Then cut it out and cut on the dashed lines.
Blow on the tabs so that they look like moving flames.

1=orange 2=red 3=yellow 4=purple
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Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.

No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children

Pentecost
Do you know what the fruits of
the Holy Spirit are?
Some are listed below.
Cross out the words that don’t belong here.
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When the doors were locked ... Jesus came and stood in their midst.
John 20:19

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles we hear about people gathered from all
around the world who heard the apostles speaking in their own language. Acts goes on to tell us
that three thousand people were baptized that day.

The followers of Jesus grew in increasing numbers. We belong to the group of Christians
known as Roman Catholics. Today there are 1.2 billion Catholics around the world. That is a very
large number. If you were to write it out it would look like this: 1,200,000,000.

There are about sixty-six million, eight hundred forty-five thousand (66,845,000) Catholics
in the United States. Brazil has the largest population of Catholics, about one hundred twenty-
four million, five hundred ninety-eight thousand (124,598,000). You can discover the number
of Catholics in other countries by checking the statistics on the Internet. You can even find how
many Catholics live in your state.

The work of the Holy Spirit has helped people spread God’s word around the world for
everyone to hear, understand, and try to live. The Holy Spirit is often pictured as a dove. We find
that image in the Gospels (Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22, and John 1:32) when Jesus is

baptized by John. In this dove write the number of Catholics in your state.

Check the states where other family members
and friends live and add those numbers.

Come, Holy SPirft,
fill the hearts of your faithful.

Excerpt from the English translation of A Book of Prayers © 1982, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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