St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS!
Mia Hoyne, Levi Marchi, Faith Langenbacher, Liam Schurr, Sophia Nguyen

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS
LECTORS
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - James Krug, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 9 - 11:00 AM - Jim Campbell, Bob Olson
Wed. May 12 - 6:00 PM- Darlene Scarpaci, Bob Olson
Thurs. May 13 - 6:30 PM - Donna Moyer,
Susanna Tomlinson
ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM- Keaton Swope, Ryan Donoughe
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, NOT FILLED
Sun. May 9 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch
Wed. May 12 - 6:00 PM- Camille Krug, Nicholas Helsley
Thurs. May 13 - 6:30 PM - Ethan Miller, Emily Miller
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 9 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom,
Barbara Bundy
Wed. May 12 - 6:00 PM- Dolores Capriotti, Lou Ann Clark
Thurs. May 13 - 6:30 PM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Paula VanSickel,
Larry VanSickel, Judy Sneath
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Helen Miller,
Charlie Moore, Mary Truesdale
Sun. May 9 -11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz,
Mary Grace Horton, Dolores Capriotti
Wed. May 12 - 6:00 PM- Connie Baker, Ed Stoltz,
Mike O’Neill, Ginny Reeder
Thurs. May 13 - 6:30 PM - Helen Miller, Darlene Scarpaci,
Charlie Moore, Mary Truesdale,
SACRISTAN
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 9 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
Wed. May 12 - 6:00 PM- Barbara Bundy
Thurs. May 13 - 6:30 PM - Dolores Capriotti
SCRIP
Sat. May 8 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Mary Haenig
Sun. May 9 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. May 9 -11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

A Few Words from the Pastor:
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS Mia Hoyne, Faith Langenbacher, Levi Marchi, Sophia Nguyen
and Liam Schurr. We invite them, along with our other elementary students, to par cipate in our May Crown-

ing this weekend at the 11:00 Mass.
CATCHING UP ON BAPTISMS! - There were a number of babies born during the pandemic, and as vaccines become
more available, families are bringing their newborn children to be bap zed. This past Sunday we bap zed Evia Quinn,
daughter of Alan and Maureen McManus! Congratula ons to the family, and to all those who are planning bap sms in
the weeks and months ahead!
AMAZING ARTWORK! Those who a ended last week’s 4 o’clock Mass were welcomed by beau ful sidewalk art at the
doors of the church! We are grateful to the One Faith Youth Group for this wonderful display of their crea vity. Unfortunately, the rain on Saturday evening pre y much washed it away!
CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - As we prepare to ini ate CGS here at St. John’s in the fall, we are making available further informa on for those families who have children ages 3 – 6. If you have children of that age, please take
the me to learn more about this important step we are making in providing spiritual forma on for your children. Materials are available in the Gathering Space, and more can be learned by accessing the CGS website. Those who are
grandparents may wish to be further involved in the crea on of our Atrium and in the ongoing faith forma on of their
li le ones!
DAILY REFLECTIONS - As we draw near to the feast of the Ascension, the church invites us to meditate upon the final
words that Jesus gives at the Last Supper. Throughout this week, I will be reflec ng upon that farewell discourse, and
the love which Christ shows to us.
MONDAY’S FEAST - Not much is known with certainty about the Apostles Philip and James, apart from their names and
some few references in the New Testament. Saint James, commonly called the “Less” due perhaps to his short stature,
was probably the cousin of Jesus. He was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, likely elected to that post by his fellow Apostles,
and was stoned to death by resen ul Jews. Saint Philip was from ny Bethsaida in Galilee. A er he received the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost, he descended the stairs of the Upper Room and just kept walking into the darkness, his later life
and labors unknown to history. More than having specific details about their later Chris an exploits, it is more cri cal
to know that Philip and James, and all the Apostles, are the sheet of bedrock into which the nascent Church sunk her
deepest pillars and upon whose sturdy founda on the Church’s great weight s ll rests. Philip and James’ theological
legacy con nues today in every Bishop who teaches, sanc fies, and governs the bap zed people of God.
Saints Philip and James, your hidden witness to Christ is less well-known than that of other Apostles,
but is eloquent tes mony to your quiet fidelity to building the Church a er the Ascension.
From your exalted place in Heaven, intercede for all who seek your assistance.
(taken from the website My Catholic Life)

MAY 3RD, A SPECIAL DAY FOR YOUR PASTOR - On May 3, 1975, I was ordained with nine others to be priests for the
diocese of Altoona Johnstown. We were the largest ordina on class in diocesan history. Along with the ten of us who
were ordained to the priesthood that day, there were six men ordained to the diaconate, who would become priests
the following year! The sanctuary was overflowing! Your prayers are asked for all of those ordained that day, living or
now deceased, and for an increase in voca ons to the priesthood for our diocese!

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kris na Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Faith Forma on Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlan cbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Registra on/Schedule will be available soon
for the 2021-2022 Year!
FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (John 15:1-8) Like the vine
grower in today’s gospel, parents must “prune and
cleanse” the branches in their family if their children are
going to be rooted. Discipline, limits and se ng goals are
a necessary part of paren ng so our children will grow
and “bear fruit.” Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspec ve
by Bud Ozar.

FOOD BANK LISTING: We have just updated & added to
our food bank lis ng to reflect current opera ons in view
of COVID guidelines. You will find it posted on the kiosk in
the gathering space. Note that a couple opportuni es
exist weekly for people to get "drive-by" hot meals. We
have tried to include contact persons & preferred delivery
mes for those who have signed up to deliver
food. Thanks to our wonderfully generous parishioners
for all of your support for this cri cal service to our
needy neighbors. If you have any ques ons, you may
contact Mary Susick at 814-207-0185.
SPIRITUAL READING MADE EASY: We have organized
our spiritual books & DVDs in the Parish Center. They are
listed alphabe cally by author, except for sec ons on the
Bible/Catholicism & on recent Popes. Feel free to borrow
these resources & return them at your leisure. If you
have any ques ons or feedback, you may contact Joyce
Cunningham at jmsc1863@gmail.com or 814-873-5678.

ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden • Cari Ann • Amy B.• Sco Brenneman
Dan Burley • Robert Cole • Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis • Jim DeStefano
Michael DeStefano • Gary Ellis • Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier • Ken Hartman
Randy Horton • Alexandra Hudson • Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher Lisa • Sherri Maﬀe one
Susie Miller • Karrie McCall • Sylvia Louise Mills
Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher • Ron Peschock • Connie R
Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker • Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter • Tim Temofonte • Bill Teufel
Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel • Len Whi en
Milan & Family
CARD MINSITRY: Please con nue sending cards to those
on our prayer list. The names are in the bulle n and most
addresses are in the directory. Anyone wishing to send
cards, even if you have not previously signed up for a parcular person, would be most welcome. Please call Ginny
(695-7671) or the oﬃce (942-5503) to obtain/verify the
address. Receiving a card can brighten someone’s day!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:

April 18, 2021
Envelopes
$ 4,271.00
Loose Oﬀerings
$
569.00
Children’s Oﬀerings
$
3.00
Catholic Educa on
$
5.00
Catholic Relief Services
$
5.00
Catholic Home Missions
$
11.00
Good Friday
$
26.00
Easter Flower Oﬀering
$
5.00
Easter Oﬀering
$
125.00
Food Bank Collec on
$
210.00
Subtotal
$ 5,230.00
Online Giving
$ 1,745.00
Total Oﬀertory
$ 6,975.00
Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Dona ons $173,541
Pledge Payment Commi ed $12,790
Total Pledges/Dona ons $186,331
2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal $42,813.
January 1 to March 15, 2021:
Payments/Dona ons $29,220
Pledge Payments Commi ed $1,000
Total Pledges/Dona ons $30,220

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULING - SUMMER
June – September 5th, 2021
We are asking that you give us the dates for which you
are NOT available for June through September 5th (Labor
Day Weekend).
If you have internet access please update your profile in
Ministry Scheduler Pro. There is a link from our parish
website (h ps://stjohnsaltoona.org) and a link in the
email reminder you will receive soon.
There are cards available in the gathering space at the
sign-in table for those who do not have access to the internet.
Please update your profile online by midnight, Sunday,
May 16th or fill out a card and leave it in the box in the
Gathering Space.
Family members may fill out one card front and back.
Thank you.

ST. JOSEPH MISSION CHURCH OPEN FOR VISITATION
AND SELF-GUIDED TOURS: Hart’s Sleeping Place, Carrolltown. This historic Church, blessed by Servant of God,
Demetrius Gallitzin himself on October 10, 1830, will be
opening once a month for visita on and self-guided tours.
Schedule: The Church will be open from Noon – 3:00 PM
on Sundays: June 6th, July 4, August 1 and September 5.
New website: Website: h p://www.sjmc1830.com;
Save-the-Date: Sunday, August 1, at 4:00 PM A special
outdoor Mass with Bishop Mark as Main Celebrant, will be
held. The Church will be open from Noon - 3:30 PM, with
Confessions from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
TAKE OUT SPAGHETTI DINNER: The Knights of Columbus
of St. John's Parish in New Bal more is sponsoring a TAKE
OUT Spaghe Dinner On Sunday, May 16th from
10:30AM to 1:00 PM. The dinner includes spaghe and
meatballs, salad, bread and dessert. Adults (12 and over)
$9, Children (3 -11) $3. Pre-order online by sending an
email to dwambaugh@dioceseaj.org or call 814-7332210. Please leave your name, phone number, preferred
me of pick-up and the number of adult and child orders.
Meals may be picked up at St. John's hall in New Bal more. Payment should be made at me of pick-up. WALKINS are also welcome! All proceeds are donated to local
food banks and local chari es!
MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 30, 2020
with a televised Mass Celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23 and will be rebroadcast that night at 9:00 p.m. on the Atlan c Broadband channel 9. All spouses will be acknowledged and
remembered at Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse
through death throughout the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese are invited to register by contac ng the Family Life
Oﬃce 814-317-2643 or email familylife@dioceseaj.org.
When registering, please give your name, address, phone
number and the name of your spouse who has passed
away. Deadline to register is May 24, 2021.
Sponsored by the Diocesan Family Life Oﬃce.

May Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis
The world of finance
Let us pray that those in charge of
finance will work with governments to
regulate the financial sphere and protect
ci zens from its dangers.

Schedule for the Week
Sunday, May 2 – 5th Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM - Mass for Mary Jo Sibert & Richard Bender
requested by Ginny & Bob Reeder
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle
Monday, May 3 – Saints Philip & James, Apostles
6:00 PM - Mass for Barbara Prostejovsky requested by
Judy & Jerry Pristas
Tuesday, May 4 – Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer and Communion Service
Wednesday, May 5 – Easter Weekday
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Yolanda Bumann requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder
Thursday, May 6 – Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Peter & Carol Rodgers
Friday, May 7 – Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Ma hew Geishauser requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe
Saturday, May 8 - Vigil of the 6th Sunday of Easter
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish
Sunday, May 9 – 6th Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
11:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Frank & Nancy Mincin
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21
Sunday: Acts 10:25-36, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1-4;
1 Jn 4:7-10 or 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 15:9-17 or Jn 17:11b-19

Family Life Office

2713 W. Chestnut Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601
(814) 695-5579
familylife@dioceseaj.org
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IDEAS FOR LIVING BETTER FROM THE FAMILY LIFE OFFICE
Family Ritual

Getting Through Grief With God

Mother’s Day May 9

At some point in our lives, we all encounter
grief, loss, and heartbreak. For some it may be
the death of an aged parent whose long and full
life is cause for celebration even in the midst of
sadness. For others it may be the sudden or tragic
death of a child or spouse, taken too soon and
without warning. Every loss is significant for the
one left facing the gaping void, the empty space
where a loved one used to be. Regardless of the
circumstances or context or season of life, we all
grieve in the face of death, even if we don’t show
it outwardly. We need to grieve, and the best way
to do that is through our reliance on God and with
the support of those people closest to us.
Part of the reason grief is such a difficult path
to walk today is because our society doesn’t
handle death well. Unlike other cultures or even
our own culture centuries ago, death and grief
have been whitewashed. We want to pretend
death doesn’t exist, and push down grief when it
rears its head. But that’s unhealthy. The truth is
that grief is natural and necessary and an integral
part of healing and wholeness, and it’s not something you “get over” in the three days allotted for
a wake and funeral. It is a long, slow process, one
that can bring unexpected graces if we are willing
to open ourselves up to the possibility that God is
at work in our lives, even—or maybe especially—
in our suffering and sorrow.
Although it can be difficult to recognize that
reality when we are in the throes of immediate
grief, that’s where our faith comes in. The beliefs
we have professed—in eternal life, in heaven, in
salvation through Jesus Christ—will shore us up
until we are able to steady ourselves emotionally
and spiritually, and even after we do, our faith can
provide a foundation of hope as we attempt to
move forward.

Gather with
immediate or
extended family and share best memories of your mom.

Approaching the Lord’s Table
Come to this sacred table, not because you must, but
because you may.
Come to testify not that you are righteous, but that
you sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ, and desire to be
his true disciple.
Come, notFamily
because
Lifeyou
Officeare strong, but because you
are weak; not because you have any claim on heaven’s
2713 W Chestnut Avenue
rewards, but because
Altoona,in
PA your
16601 frailty and sin you stand in
constant need ofPhone:
heaven’s
mercy and help.
814-695-5579
Come, not to express
an
Fax: 814-949-8234opinion, but to seek His
presence and to pray
for God’s direction in your life.
www.dioceseaj.org

Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

Clip-Art Features for Church Newsletters4
George W. Knight, Compiler

Mass for Widows and Widowers to be Televised
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 30, 2020 with a televised Mass Celebrated by
Bishop Mark Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23 and will be rebroadcast that night at
9:00 p.m. on the Atlantic Broadband channel 9. All spouses will be acknowledged and
remembered at Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse through death throughout the AltoonaJohnstown Diocese are invited to register by contacting the Family Life Office 814-317-2643 or
email familylife@dioceseaj.org. When registering, please give your name, address, phone number
and the name of your spouse who has passed away. Deadline to register is May 24, 2021.
Sponsored by the Diocesan Family Life Office.
ALL PHOTOS & ART 2021 Creative Commons

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever
believes in Me, even if he dies, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.
Do you believe this?” John 11:26
Christopher News Notes, 5 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004

Families and the Gospel
EASTER TIME

May 2, 2021: Fifth Sunday of Easter (John 15:1-8)
Like the vine grower in today’s gospel, parents must
“prune and cleanse” the branches in their family if their
children are going to be rooted. Discipline, limits and
setting goals are a necessary part of parenting so our
children will grow and “bear fruit.”
May 9, 2021: Sixth Sunday of Easter (John 15: 9-17)
Today’s gospel challenges us to “love one another as
I have loved you.” Jesus is our model and he asks us to
“lay down our life” (our time, attention, opinions and
needs) for each other. This is the sacrament of the family,
when God is made visible in our sacrificial love for one
another.
May 9, 2021 Mothers’ Day The words of Jesus in today’s
gospel, “Abide in me,” are appropriate on a day we honor
mothers because there is a special bond connecting mothers
and their children, extending beyond birth and death. They
will always “abide” in each other. It’s a lasting presence.
May 13, 2021: The Ascension of the Lord (Mark16:15-20)
As Jesus appointed apostles, he also appoints parents
to represent Him in the family; “make disciples of your
children, baptizing and teaching them all I have taught you.
Don’t worry, I am with you always.”

Risk of listening
by Fr. John Castelot
“People have an uncanny faculty of
hearing but not
really listening.
Words go in one ear and out the
other, especially when they present a
challenge.
Because of pride or stubbornness
or for some other reason, people
refuse to really listen to each other.
Disputes
go
unresolved,
misunderstandings deepen, chances
for peace and happiness and love are
lost.
If it seems risky to listen with
care, there is an equal risk on the
other side. By not listening, people
risk missing the very words which
hold the key to true greatness,
self-fulfillment and happiness."
Reprinted with permission from:
“Apple Seeds”
Fr. Brian Cavenaugh, T.O.R.

May 16, 2021: Seventh Sunday of Easter
(John 17:11-19)
Jesus was worried about His disciples and He turned
to prayer. No matter how much time we spent trying to
“guard and protect” our children, each day they become
less dependent on us and we must let go and let God.
Prayer and parenting go together.
May 23, 2021: Pentecost Sunday (John 15:26-27: 16:12-15)
Today, on Pentecost, we remember Christ has given
us the Holy Spirit to assist us in raising our family and he
expects us to use this personal gift. Let us turn-off the
noise, apps and distractions in our lives and let the Holy
Spirit “guide us to the truth.”
May 30, 2021: Trinity Sunday (Matthew 28: 16-20)
In today’s gospel Jesus commands, “Teach them to
carry out everything I have commanded you.” This command
is meant for every Christian. In light of this command,
parenting is not only the most difficult task a person can take
on, it is also one of the most apostolic and missionary tasks.
Jesus commands all parents to teach their children “all that I
have commanded you.”
Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

May 31, 2021: Memorial Day
Take time to remember family members
who have gone home to the Lord.
These memories are sacred for they rekindle our faith and hope for a future reunion.
We were born from their love and will return to
their love.
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