Our paschal [amb,
CHRIST,

has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us ;
celebrate the feast. \ \ ; //’

I CORINTHIANS 5:7-8
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the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF
I | l < Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
‘ ‘ Q Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Diane Ryan - Administrative Assistant - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

m Z Mark Krepich - Rite of C

hristian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

D NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS
LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
(/J Sat. Apr. 10 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Sat. Apr. 10 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Carolyn English,
Joyce Cunningham Judy Sneath, Betsy Lloyd
Sun. Apr. 11 - 8:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, James Krug ~ Sun. Apr. 11 - 8:00 AM - Jane Strasser, Ray Kennedly,
Sun. Apr. 11 - 11:00 AM - Bill Foose, Norma Foose Larry VanSickel, NOT FILLED
ALTAR SERVERS Sun. Apr. 11 -11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Lou Ann
Sat. Apr. 10- 4:00 PM- Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED Clark, Walter Bloom, Dolores Capriotti
Sun. Apr. 11 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, SACRISTAN
- Amber Yasolsky Sat. Apr. 10-4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Q\ Sun. Apr. 11 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch Sun. Apr. 11 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
2 EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. Apr. 11 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
Sat. Apr. 10 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker SCRIP
<|: Sun. Apr. 11 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci Sat. Apr. 10 - 4:00 PM- Becky Merilli, Mary Haenig
Sun. Apr. 11 - 11:00 AM - Susanna Tomlinson, Bob Sun. Apr. 11- 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky
— Olson, Donna Moyer Sun. Apr. 11-11:00 AM-Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

EASTER JOY: We have never needed Easter more than this year, when we are worn down and worn out by a
pandemic which has turned our lives upside down and inside out! The promise of the Resurrection is the as-
surance that God’s love, in every circumstance, is victorious, and that a new heaven and a new earth have
come down out of heaven from God. We pray that with the eyes of faith we can see in our daily lives the ra-
diant presence of the Redeemer, who in his Resurrection has made all things new!!!

GRATITUDE, GRATITUDE, GRATITUDE: With thankful hearts we acknowledge the gifts of time, talent and
treasure which have been displayed for the parish in this most sacred time. Our music ministry, our church
decorators, our liturgical ministries, and the countless parishioners who contributed to the purchase of flow-
ers for the Feast — to you all we owe our love and gratitude.

EASTER SUNDAY: The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes it this way: "Easter is not simply one feast
among others, but the 'Feast of feasts', the 'Solemnity of solemnities’, just as the Eucharist is the 'Sacrament
of sacraments'. St. Athanasius calls Easter 'the Great Sunday' and the Eastern Churches call Holy Week 'the
Great Week'. The mystery of the Resurrection, in which Christ crushed death, permeates with its powerful
energy our old time, until all is subjected to him."

A PRAYER CANDLE FOR EASTER: We are making available this Easter small votive candles which will remind
us during the Easter season of Christ’s presence as the Light of the World. They can be a small reminder of
the beauty of the Easter candle, and can be placed next to an icon or crucifix. They can be lit at Easter dinner
or anytime a person praying privately, aware that it is Christ who is our Light.

CONFIRMATION THIS SPRING: In just ten days we will be celebrating the sacrament of Confirmation here at
St. John’s. On Wednesday, April 14", at 7:00 PM, the following young people of
2% our parish will be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit: Jack Dixon, lan Durbin,
‘ Mitchell Ferris, Alexander Fix, Simon Kormanski, Brooke Langenbacher, Blane
ga . . McDowell, Alma Podoletz and Keaton Swope. We keep them in our prayers as
af_zﬁrﬁmﬁwz - ) o
they prepare for this important moment in their lives.

Pope Pius IX Names Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church

“When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife,

but he knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.” (Mt 1:20-25)
The earliest traces of public recognition of the sanctity of St. Joseph are to be found in the East.
His feast, was kept by the Copts as early as the beginning of the fourth century. The feast of
"Joseph the Carpenter" is entered, on 20 July, in one of the old Coptic Calendars of the eighth
and ninth century. In the West the name of the foster-father of Our Lord (Nutritor Domini) ap-
pears in local martyrologies of the ninth and tenth centuries. (https://www.newadvent.org/
cathen/08504a.htm)
In 1870 on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Pope Pius IX named St. Joseph as Pa-
tron of the Universal Church. Pius IX recognized, along with the world bishops, that they had
sought the intercession of St. Joseph often during a time of great persecution and turmaoil in the
Church in Italy and around the world. “Because of the sublime dignity which God conferred on
His most faithful Servant, the Church has always most highly honored and lauded the Most
Blessed Joseph next after his spouse, the Virgin Mother of God, and has implored his interces-
sion in all her great necessities.” In the same declaration, March 19th was designated as the
double feast day of the Solemnity of Joseph, the Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. https://
stjsa.org/pope-pius-ix-and-st-joseph. 2021, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy
Office, Mary, Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601.




i FAITH FORMATION NEWS

é April 4 - No Class this week. HAPPY EASTER! .
é Wednesday, April 14 - 7:00 PM - Confirmation Mass :
i April 18 - First Communion Retreat :

t April 18 - Last Class (Lessons will be emailed Monday &

i Tuesday, April 19/20.

; Sunday, April 25 - 11:00 AM - First Communion Mass
FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (John 20:1-9) That first East-
er morning was confusing. Jesus was missing and Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John “did not know” what to do. In
family life there are confusing moments when “we don’t
know” what to do. Like the apostles we are Easter people
when we believe and trust in each other even when all
seems lost. Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by
Bud Ozar.

CRS RICE BOWL: HAPPY EASTER! We prayed, fasted and
gave alms—and now we rejoice because Christ is risen!
Our Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl challenges us as
we begin the Easter season to share the joy of having a
loving God that is alive and accompanies us always. Let’s
do the same by being present to our global family by car-
ing for their material and spiritual needs.

Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl by placing it in
the basket in the Gathering Space or donate online at
crsricebowl.org/give.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
March 21, 2021
Envelopes S 3,753.00
Loose Offerings S  683.47
Children’s Offerings S 9.00
Catholic Education S 70.00
Catholic Relief Services S 30.00
CRS Rice Bowls S 128.00
Black &Indian Mission S 25.00
Ash Wednesday S 25.00
Holy Thursday S 50.00
Easter Offering S 40.00
Easter Flower Offering S  255.00
Food Bank Collection S 250.00
Subtotal S 5,318.47
Online Giving S 1,770.00
Total Offertory S 7,088.47
Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $172,263
Pledge Payment Committed 13,556
Total Pledges/Donations $185,819
2021 Catholic Ministries Drive Goal - $42,813.
2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS Please call the Parish
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your statement.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Cari Ann ® Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole e Michelle Cooney
Jim DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano e Gary Ellis
Bernadine Farrell ® Kathy Felty ¢ Leann Frazier
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Susie Millere Karrie Lynn McCall e Sylvia Louise Mills
Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher e Ron Peschock ¢ Connie R.
Mary Rajnish ¢ Allison Recker e Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim Temofonte e Bill Teufel
Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ¢ Len Whitten
Milan & Family

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN'’S
WITH FLOCKNOTE : We want to communicate more
effectively with you. But we also want to make it easy for
you to control what types of announcements you get
from us and how you are notified when we make them.
And in order to do this we are using a new, simple service
called FLOCKNOTE. Like sending "notes" to your "flock".
This is all totally free for you to use and it's going to also
make it easy for you to stay plugged in to the ministries or
groups that you care about, all by text message or email
updates. Your information will be completely safe and
secure. And you can unsubscribe from any updates at any
time! To join, text SJC1 to 84576. Then after it responds,
make sure you click that link and complete the process. If
you can’t complete this on your mobile phone, please go
online to stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register.

April Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Fundamental rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while
fighting for fundamental rights under dic-
tatorships, authoritarian regimes and even
in democracies in crisis.




NOW HIRING: St. John the Baptist Retreat Center is look-
ing for someone to fill a very important position as house-
keeper. Anyone interested in this position is asked to
please call the SJTB friary at 814-733-2210 and leave a
message.

{ Z ) Easter Sunday
o April 4, 2021
ulm I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lorp.

\\\\,

— Psalm 118:17

s BE A DISCIPLE OF s

HOPE ).t

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

&Gk

100% of your gift supports:
NURTURING OUR YOUTH

Campus Ministry, Educating Youth, Sacramental Preparation, Youth Ministry

CARING FOR THE POOR AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Catholic Charities, Family Life, Fulton County Catholic Mission,
Mandeville Diocese, Jamaica

FORMING CLERGY AND LAITY

Adult Enrichment, Christian Initiation (RCIA), Evangelization, Lay Ecclesial Ministry,
Priests’ Vocations, Ongoing Formation of Priests and Deacons

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of
the Lord

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, April 5 — Monday within the Octave of Easter
6:00 PM - Mass for Tiff Mickens requested by
her aunt, Linda Weyandt

Tuesday, April 6 — Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
8:30 AM - Mass for Hilda Neal requested by
Julie & Bernie Beiswenger

Wednesday, April 7 — Wednesday within the Octave of
Easter

ONLINE GIVING UPGRADE: Our Online Giving is getting an
upgrade to a newer, easier-to-use platform! If you cur-
rently give online, you will soon be receiving an email
with instructions on how to log into the new system. Best
of all, your existing payment and donation information
will be migrated over so you will not have to set up your
gifts again! Keep an eye on your email for more infor-
mation coming very soon.

Alleluia!! Christ is Risen!!

M

CATF}OLIC
RADIO

is now in Altoona

Online

WWW.JMJ750.COM
“The more you listen
the more you learn”

5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Barbara Prostejovsky requested by
Judy & Jerry Pristas

Thursday, April 8 — Thursday within the Octave of Easter
8:30 AM - Mass for Diane Long requested by
Dave & Connie McManuels

Friday, April 9 — Friday within the Octave of Easter
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Don Ruggery

Saturday, April 10 - Vigil of the 2" Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of the Sclafani
Family requested by Mary & Ray King

Sunday, April 11 — 2™ Sunday of Easter/Sunday of Divine

Mercy

8:00 AM - Mass for Mass for Kenneth Zitsch, Sr. requested
by Bob & Ginny Reeder

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 16-21;
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday: Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6;
Jn 20:19-31




SUNDAY

APRIL 4, 2021

TRANSFORMED BY THE RESURRECTION

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Imagine the flood of emotions that Mary of Magdala
must have experienced on that first Easter morning. Grieving and yet deter-
mined to visit the place where Jesus’ body had been laid, Mary would have
been stunned to find the tomb empty. Imagine Simon Peter and the other
disciple who, upon hearing Mary’s announcement, ran to see for themselves.
On Easter, we hear the story of Jesus’ resurrection as though for the first
time, through the account of Mary’s discovery and the testimony of Peter who
powerfully shared Christ’s Paschal Mystery. We, too, have come to believe
through their faithful witness. We are called to seek what is above, turn away
from sin, and live as people who are forever transformed by the Good News
of Jesus’ resurrection.

ied.

t here.

STEP OUT IN FAITH

Mary ran to tell Simon Peter and the other disciple that the tomb was empty.
No doubt confused and concerned, Peter and the other disciple set aside
whatever fear might have occurred to them and ran to see the tomb for them-
selves. We do not always understand God’s ways. We too are confused at
times; our lives are marked by moments of uncertainty, and at times we are
afraid. We can learn from Mary, Simon Peter, and the other disciple and step
out in faith, trusting that we will find the Lord in the midst of the circumstances
of our lives. When life gets complicated, as it often does, the best thing to do
is step out, perhaps even run to the Lord!

BEAR WITNESS

We may not have opportunities to address crowds of people and share the
gospel with them. Still, we are called to bear witness to our faith in the ways
that we are able, in word and in deed. We cannot share what we have not fully
embraced ourselves, however. The Easter season is the perfect time to reflect
on Christ’s Paschal Mystery, the unfathomable love of Jesus who shows and
shares God’s love perfectly. Our Lord gave his life so that we might have life,
and have it to the full. Christ’s victory over sin and death is our victory, our
promise of eternal life with God in the fullness of time. See in Christ’s life, pas-
sion, death, and resurrection the sign
of God’s mercy. Let this Easter day be TODAY’S READINGS
a moment in which you allow yourself
to be touched by Christ’s incredible, Acts 10:34a, 37-43

undying love. Then, renewed in faith, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
look for ways to bear witness to the Colossians 3:1-4 or

mercy, forgiveness, compassion, and ] %or';gf;ags Slilns
Inve ~f tha | ord with athare onn U=

Do not be amazed!
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucif
*heisno
Mark 16:6

He has been raised

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos:
© Renata Sedmakova / Adobe Stock
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass




God's Word for Children
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Jesus died on the cross to save us. g—

Later, when others went to his tomb they found he was gone! £
That’s because God had raised Jesus to life again!
Finish writing the word gomne inside each tomb.
Finish writing the word alive below the picture of Jesus. Easter
Jesus is risen!
The Resurrection means many things for us. *F“

Follow the instructions to make a newspaper that explains
some of what this holy day is all about.
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PRAISE WITH TAMBOURINES

On this great feast of Easter the psalm we sing is filled with joy!

This is the day the Lorp has made; let us rejoice . . . and be glad. [~
(Psalm 118:24) |
The people of Israel not only prayed and sang the psalms as
we do at Mass, they often played instruments and joyfully danced
their prayer to the Lord. Two of the psalms written by King David
mention tambourines.

Give praise with tambourines and dance (Psalm 150:4).

Make music with tambourine and lyre (Psalm 149:3).

Today is a great day to sing and dance and make music to the
Lord! Jesus is risen and promises that we too will rise with him
on the last day. Follow these instructions to make a tambourine
to play as you sing.

You will need two paper plates; markers or crayons; a stapler;
raw rice, dried peas or corn, or dry cereal; ribbons; crepe paper
or varn; and any other craft items you'd like to use to decorate
your tambourine.

First, decorate the bottom sides of both plates
with colorful words and images—
“Alleluia!” “Rejoice!” “Easter,”
flowers, colored eggs, a sun, etc.

Second, lay one plate colored side down and fill it with the dry pieces, then place the second
plate on top, colored side up. Staple around the edges. Be sure the staples are close together so
the pieces inside the plates don’t fall out.

Third, staple pieces of ribbon, crepe paper, or yarn around the edges. When you strike the
tambourine, these streamers will wave in the breeze.

Finally, think of the melody of the psalm and sing it while making music with your tambourine.
Sing “Alleluia” before you begin your meal prayer for Easter dinner.

If you sing the psalm at Mass today, listen very carefully to the melody of the response.
Try to remember it and sing it during the week.
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§ Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
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