[ am the good shepherd,

and | know mine

and mine know me,
just as the Father knows me
and | know the Father;
and | will lay down my life

for the sheep.
JOHN 10:14-15

FOUKTI(I SUNDAY OF
W EASTER.

> 2,

St. John th

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

LECTORS
Sat. May 1-4:00 PM - Maria Spayd,
Joyce Cunningham
Sun. May 2 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky
Sun. May 2 - 11:00 AM - Richard Consiglio,
Barbara Bundy

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. May 1- 4:00 PM- Keaton Swope, Ryan Donoughe
Sun. May 2 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley
Sun. May 2 25 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. May 1 -4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. May 2 -8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 2 -11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Bob Olson,
Susanna Tomlinson

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. May 1 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Paula VanSickel,
Larry VanSickel, Betsy Lloyd
Sun. May 2 - 8:00 AM - John Becker, Jane Becker
Ray Kennedy, Ginny Reeder
Sun. May 2 -11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Lou Ann
Clark , Wendy Campbell, Dolores Capriotti

SACRISTAN
Sat. May 1-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. May 2 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. May 2 -11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. May 1 -4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, Mary Haenig
Sun. May 2 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. May 2 -11:00 AM - Judy Sneath, Chris Palazzi




A Few Words from the Pastor:

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS!
Evelyn Bunk, Mia Hoyne, Faith Langenbacher, Levi Marchi, Sophia Nguyen, Liam Schurr
We rejoice with the children making their first communion this weekend, and express our gratitude to their
parents and catechists who have done so well in preparing them for their special day!

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, whose feast we celebrate on Friday, April 30th, was born during the outbreak of the plague
in Siena, Italy on March 25, 1347. She was the 25th child born to her mother, although half of her brothers and sisters
did not survive childhood. She was a Dominican tertiary, mystic, and is one of the patron saints of Italy. She was de-
clared a doctor of the church in 1970 and a patron saint of Europe in 1999. Her writings, including the mystical The Dia-
logue and her prayers and letters, have special authority in Roman Catholicism. She was an important defender of

the papacy. Asthe world continues to struggle with the plague of the corona virus, we can turn to St. Catherine to
intercede for us with Christ the Healer and Redeemer.

A CARAVAN TO LONGWOOD GARDENS: After a very long year of Covid 19, and with this delicious springtime weath-
er, we are considering a day trip to Longwood Gardens on April 29. We will go by car, and those willing to drive are
asked to contact the parish office. All participating will need to be fully vaccinated. We will be departing at 7:30 AM and
returning by 11 PM. Because reservations are needed at the gardens, please let us know of your interest at your earli-
est convenience. Because we will not be hiring a bus, we will have the flexibility of postponing the trip if the weather is
particularly nasty. You can learn more about what is on display at this time of year by accessing Longwood Gardens on
the Internet.

BLAIR COUNTY NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: The 70th annual National Day of Prayer will be held on Thursday, May 6, at
Legion Park in Hollidaysburg, beginning at noon. It will be a drive-in, but attendees may stand or sit outside their vehi-
cles as long as CDC guidelines are observed. The theme this year is: Lord, pour out your love, life, and liberty.

STATIONS OF THE RESURRECTION: The Stations of the Resurrection, also known by the Latin name Via Lucis, are a
form of Christian devotion, which encourage meditation upon the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. They include some of
the Resurrection appearances and other episodes recorded in the New Testament. While not as common as the Sta-
tions of the Cross, praying these stations can certainly enrich your Easter Season Copies of the Via Lucis, the “way of
light”, have been ordered, but they can be also be found online at these links:
https://columban.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CF-StationsOfTheResurrection.pdf,
https://www.stgregoryspreston.org.uk/ webedit/uploaded-files/All%20Files/Stations%200f%20the%
20Resurrection.pdf

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: As we prepare to initiate CGS here at St. John’s in the fall, we are making avail-
able further information for those families who have children ages 3 — 6. If you have children of that age, please take
the time to learn more about this important step we are making in providing spiritual formation for your children. Ma-
terials are available in the Gathering Space, and more can be learned by accessing the CGS website. Those who are
grandparents may wish to be further involved in the creation of our Atrium and in the ongoing faith formation of their
little ones!

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com

Diane Ryan - Faith Formation Coordinator/Secretary - stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance
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i FAITH FORMATION NEWS

é Sunday, April 25 - 11:00 AM - First Communion Mass :
é Registration will soon begin for the 2021-2022 Year! i

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (John 10:11-18) Today’s gos-
pel is a job description for Christian parents. For most
people the most influential shepherds in their lives are
their PARENTS. Every parent is called to be a “good shep-
herd” to “freely lay down their life” for their children, to
“love” and “know” their children and to “lead” them so

“they know your voice.” Reprinted with permission: A Family
Perspective by Bud Ozar.

April Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Fundamental rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while
fighting for fundamental rights under dic-
tatorships, authoritarian regimes and even
in democracies in crisis.

g9

MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 30, 2020
with a televised Mass Celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23 and will be re-
broadcast that night at 9:00 p.m. on the Atlantic Broad-
band channel 9. All spouses will be acknowledged and
remembered at Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse
through death throughout the Altoona-Johnstown Dio-
cese are invited to register by contacting the Family Life
Office 814-317-2643 or email familylife@dioceseaj.org.
When registering, please give your name, address, phone
number and the name of your spouse who has passed
away. Deadline to register is May 24, 2021.

Sponsored by the Diocesan Family Life Office.

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY IS WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Please
pray that young men and women hear
and respond generously to the Lord's call
to the priesthood, diaconate, religious
life, societies of apostolic life or secular
institutes. We look to St. Joseph, our Blessed Virgin
Mary’s spouse and father of Jesus for his example in ful-
filling his vocation by listening to the Spirit’s guidance,
offering his life in service and protection of his family, and
his fidelity in living out his vocation for the rest of his life.

Year of
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ST. JOSEPH *

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need.:
Aiden e Cari Ann ® Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole e Michelle Cooney
Mary Lee Madigan-Davis ¢ Jim DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Gary Ellis ® Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Leann Frazier ¢ Ken Hartman
Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson e Tim Jimenez
Amy Langenbacher Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Susie Miller e Karrie McCall e Sylvia Louise Mills
Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ® Ron Peschock e Connie R
Mary Rajnish ¢ Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim Temofonte e Bill Teufel
Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ® Len Whitten
Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Joseph Gallagher

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
April 11, 2021
Envelopes S 3,320.00
Loose Offerings S 542.00
Catholic Education S 5.00
Holy Thursday S 30.00
Good Friday S 30.00
Easter Offering S 565.00
Food Bank Collection S 295.00
Subtotal S 4,787.00
Online Giving S 2,878.00
Total Offertory S 7,665.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $173,226
Pledge Payment Committed $12,890
Total Pledges/Donations $186,116
2021 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal $42,813.
January 1 to March 15, 2021:
Payments/Donations $29,220
Pledge Payments Committed $1,000
Total Pledges/Donations $30,220

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS Please call the Parish
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your statement.
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ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER FEAST DAY PILGRIMAGES: You
are invited for a special day of prayer on May 1 at Saint
Joseph the Worker Church, 628 West 1st Street, Williams-
burg, PA 16693. Schedule: 9:00 AM Morning Prayer; 9:30
AM — Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary; 11:30 AM Sorrowful
Mysteries of the Rosary; 1:30 PM — Luminous Mysteries of
the Rosary; 3:30 PM — Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary;
4:00 PM Confessions; 5:00 PM Vigil Mass of the 5" Sun-
day of Easter. Please stay for as long as you are able to.
Also, the Saint Joseph Mission Church, Hart’s Sleeping
Place, Carrolltown, a historic Church, blessed by Servant
of God, Demetrius Gallitzin himself on October 10, 1830,
will be opening once a month for visitation and self-
guided tours beginning May 1, Feast of St. Joseph the
Worker. Schedule: The Church will be open from Noon —
3:00 PM on Saturday, May 1, then on these Sundays: May
2, June 6th, July 4 and September 5. An outdoor Mass
with Bishop Mark as Main Celebrant, will be held on Sun-
day August 1 at 4:00 PM. The Church will be open from
Noon - 3:30 PM, with Confessions from 1:00 — 3:00 PM

Pope Francis’ Devotion to Sleeping Saint Joseph
“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the
child; and he was named Jesus, the name given by the
angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the
time came for purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord...When they had finished everything required by the
law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.” (Lk 2:21-22; 39-40) In his apostolic letter Patris
Corde, the Pope describes many of St Joseph’s qualities as
“a true husband and father, the fiancé who accepted
Mary unconditionally and the man in whom Jesus saw the
tender love of God.” Pope Francis has a practice of plac-
ing his concerns under a statue of Sleeping St. Joseph. He
speaks of the saint saying, “Joseph is a man who goes un-
noticed, who welcomes the mystery and puts himself at
its service, never putting himself at the center, but who

resolves things that are impossible.”

June 12, 2015, Valerie Schmalz, CSF, Catholic San Fracncisco; https://
catholic-sf.org/news/pope-francis-popularizes-devotion-to-sleeping-st-
joseph. 2021, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Lit-
urgy Office, Mary, Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W.
Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
See what love the Father has bestowed
on us that we may be called the

children of God.

— 1 John 3:1

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, April 25 — 4" Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Joseph Saad requested by
Carol & Morley Cohn

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, April 26 — Easter Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for David Petrak requested by
Ray & Julie Fochler
Tuesday, April 27 — Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer and Communion Service

Wednesday, April 28 — Easter Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Leonard & Joan Farrell requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Thursday, April 29 — Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer and Communion Service

Friday, April 30 — Easter Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Wilma Braniger requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Saturday, May 1 - Vigil of the 5" Sunday of Easter

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Dr. Carlos Gungon & Robyn Stead
requested by Martha Gungon & Family

Sunday, May 2 — 5" Sunday of Easter

8:00 AM - Mass for Mary Jo Sibert & Richard Bender
requested by Ginny & Bob Reeder

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;
Jn 12:44-50
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25: Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;
Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14
or (for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or Col 3:14-
15, 17, 23-24; Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-28, 30-32;
1Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8




FOURTH SUNDAY OF

Easter

APRIL 25, 2021

BELONGING

There is nothing like belonging. Many of our deepest experiences in life are of the
belonging we feel among family or close friends. We may experience belonging
within our parish, even saying we are “at home” in our faith community. Some-
times, we say we belong to a school alumni association or social club. Our deep-
est belonging, however, is in the heart of God. We are God’s children, precious in
God’s sight. We are so treasured that Jesus laid down his life for us. Knowing that
we belong to God in Jesus Christ gives us a new, eternal perspective on life. Pe-
ter understood this when he explained that his healing of the man who had been
disabled from birth had been accomplished through Christ. Jesus describes the
relationship between him and those who believe in him in intimate terms—we
who are in relationship with Christ know that our very lives depend upon him.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The difference between the good shepherd and the hired hand is the difference
between life and death. Unlike a hired hand who only works for pay and would
run away at the first sign of difficulty, Jesus is a good shepherd who willingly lays
down his life for his sheep. The good shepherd draws the sheep near to him.
They belong to him—not as a possession that can be discarded, but as precious
ones who are assured that they can rely on his care and protection. The sheep
owe their very lives to the shepherd. Without him, they will be scattered and left
on their own in what is often a dangerous world.

BECOMING GOOD SHEEP

No sheep with any sense would wander off and leave the fold. The shepherd
provides food and safety. Away from the fold, the sheep risks death in the jaws
of wolves or starvation in the desert. Jesus is the Good Shepherd and invites us
to be good sheep. Jesus has experienced the best and the worst of all that life
has in store. He has known the simple joys and the deep disappointments of life;
he has known temptation, anxiety, and fatigue. Jesus walks ahead of us, lead-
ing the way. We may be tempted to wander away, lured by temporary pleasures
and tempted by the illusion of something better over the horizon. In the noise
of daily life, surrounded by messages that compete with God and God’s ways,
it is easy to become distracted from what is important and lasting. Jesus, our
Good Shepherd, invites us to be good

sheep who are so close to him that we

hear and recognize his voice. As good TODAY’S READINGS

sheep, we are called to follow the voice

| am the good shepherd.
his life for the sheep.
John 10:11

A good shepherd lays down

) : Acts 4:8-12
e s pan o e of _:tjhe ShepEerg, trusting thathhe will Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29
el guide us to the best pasture, where we 1 John 3:1=2

Joseph von Fiihrich:
Der Gang nach Emmaus
Excernte from the | ectionarv for Mace

Canliie John 10:11-18
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While Jesus was alive people didn'’t realize
that he would be the one to save them.
Peter told them that Jesus was like a stone rejected by builders.
But in the end, Jesus became the cornerstone!
Look at this stone wall.
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© ).S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year B
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edi

urth Sunday of Easter

© 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of

f the copyright owner. A ved.
without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any f

Draw a line from each black hole to the stone that will fit in that space.

v

God's Word for Children

Fourth Sunday of Easter

N Jesus, our good shepherd, 4

wants to gather all his sheep (people everywhere) to himself. r(l
He wants us to come to know and follow him!
Lead Jesus to all the sheep and then to the pasture below
b=t 14
- 1
il
- e Vet
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

The scriptures of the Fourth Sunday of Easter present images of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.
Many people think the most beautiful psalm in the entire Bible is Psalm 23,
the psalm about God as a loving shepherd.
The words comfort us and remind us that God takes care of us,
gives us courage, and promises us joy.

Inside this sheep are some verses from Psalm 23 (23:1, 3b, 4b, 6ab).
Choose from the list below to fill in the missing words.
Each line stands for a letter, so you can use that as a clue.

Which words comfort you most?
Try to learn some of the verses of this psalm by heart
so you can pray them when you need them.

The Loro is my

there is

allthe . of mylife.

quide goodness days shepherd harm nothing side right love
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