
LECTORS 
Sat. Apr. 17 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd,  
         Joyce Cunningham 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,  
          Diane Turcovsky 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 11:00 AM -  Bob Olson, Gary Johnson 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Apr. 17-  4:00 PM- Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED 

Sun. Apr. 18 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Apr. 17 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker    
Sun. Apr. 18 - 8:00 AM -  Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 11:00 AM -  Lou Ann Clark, Bob Olson,
               Barbara Bundy 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat. Apr. 17 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, NOT FILLED 
            Judy Sneath, Betsy Lloyd 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Ginny Reeder, 
             John Becker, Jane Becker 
Sun. Apr. 18 -11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Walter 
 Bloom, Mary Grace Horton, Patrick Podoletz  

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Apr. 17 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Apr. 18 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti 

SCRIP 
Sat. Apr. 17 - 4:00 PM- Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi 
Sun. Apr. 18- 8:00 AM- Erika & Heather Yasolsky  
Sun. Apr. 18-11:00 AM-Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph 

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

God bless Sylvia Louise Mills, bapƟzed on 

Easter Sunday by Monsignor Becker. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

OUR EASTER EGG HUNT: On a perfect spring day, the Sat-
urday before Palm Sunday, we held our annual Easter egg 
hunt for our liƩle ones. We are grateful to the teens who 
assisted, and especially to Diane Ryan, our Coordinator of 
Faith FormaƟon, who organized this event. 

A  CARAVAN TO LONGWOOD GARDENS:  AŌer a very 
long year of Covid 19, and with this delicious springƟme 
weather, we are considering a day trip to Longwood Gar-
dens on April 29. We will go by car, and those willing to 
drive are asked to contact the parish office. All parƟci-
paƟng will need to be fully vaccinated. We will be de-
parƟng at 7:30 AM and returning by 11 PM. Because res-
ervaƟons are needed at the gardens, please let us know 
of your interest at your earliest convenience. Because we 
will not be hiring a bus, we will have the flexibility of 
postponing the trip if the weather is parƟcularly nasty. 
You can learn more about what is on display at this Ɵme 
of year by accessing Longwood Gardens on the Internet.  

CONFIRMATION THIS WEEK:  On Wednesday, April 14th, 
at 7:00 PM, we will be celebraƟng the sacrament of Con-
firmaƟon here at St. John’s.  The following young people 
of our parish will be sealed with the giŌ of the Holy Spirit:  

Jack Dixon, Ian Durbin, Mitchell Ferris, Alexander Fix,   
Simon Kormanski,  Brooke Langenbacher,                         

Blane McDowell, Alma Podoletz and Keaton Swope.   

We keep them in our prayers as they prepare for this im-
portant moment in their lives! The power and giŌs of the 
Holy Spirit will come upon them as they embrace the vo-
caƟon of being “Missionary Disciples” to their families, 
their schoolmates, and to the world!   

STATIONS OF THE RESURRECTION:  The StaƟons of the 
ResurrecƟon, also known by the LaƟn name Via Lucis, are 
a form of ChrisƟan devoƟon, which encourage meditaƟon 
upon the ResurrecƟon of Jesus Christ.  They include some 
of the ResurrecƟon appearances and other episodes rec-
orded in the New Testament.  While not as common as 
the StaƟons of the Cross, praying these staƟons can cer-
tainly enrich your Easter Season  Copies of the Via Lucis, 
the “way of light”, have been ordered, but they can be 
also be found online at these link:  
hƩps://columban.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CF-
StaƟonsOfTheResurrecƟon.pdf ,  
hƩps://www.stgregoryspreston.org.uk/_webedit/
uploaded-files/All%20Files/StaƟons%20of%20the%
20ResurrecƟon.pdf  

FAITH FORMATION AT ST. JOHN’S:  Since Covid 19 came 
upon us over a year ago, our own Diane Ryan has done 
excepƟonally well in coordinaƟng our faith formaƟon 
program. Clearly she has a deep love for the faith, and for 
the children of this parish. While she has already been 
funcƟoning as the coordinator during this past year, it is 
appropriate that we formally appoint her as our parish 
Coordinator of Faith FormaƟon.   

MARRIAGE PREPARATION HELD HERE!  We are most 
grateful for our Pre-Cana team of couples who will be 
conducƟng three evenings of Marriage preparaƟon for 6 
couples from within the diocese.   Our team members are 
Mike and Ashley Greslick, Mary and Chuck Haenig, and 
Susan and Pat Podoletz. We are honored to be able to 
provide this service to the diocese, and proud of the ex-
cellent team who will carry out this important ministry!  

150th Anniversary of Naming Saint Joseph  
as Patron of the Universal Church 

 
 “Joseph was warned in a dream that Herod sought to kill the child. He fled with his family 
to Egypt. In Egypt “parents and child remained until after Herod’s death.” (Mt 2:13; 19) 
 

One hundred and fifty years after Pope Pius IX named St. Joseph as Patron of the Univer-
sal Church, on December 8, 1870, Pope Francis noted the anniversary on December 8, 
2020, by dedicating an entire year to the saint. As Pius IX and the entire Church were 
undergoing great darkness in the world, all were entrusted to the providence of God in 
1870 and St. Joseph.  
 

Moving forward to the 21st century, we look at how the Church is again endangered with 
persecution, troubled by sin and evil, and under attack for her sovereignty and pro-life 
stance. And who do we turn to? We turn to St. Joseph, because he remains our patron in 
these dark times too. https://www.ncregister.com/news/pope-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph. 2021, Diocese 
of Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy Office, Mary, Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. 
Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601. 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Cari Ann • Amy B.• ScoƩ Brenneman  
Dan Burley • Robert Cole • Michelle Cooney   

Mary Lee Madigan-Davis • Jim DeStefano  
Michael DeStefano • Gary Ellis • Bernadine Farrell  

Kathy Felty • Leann Frazier • Ken Hartman  
Randy Horton • Alexandra Hudson • Amy Langenbacher  

Lisa •  Sherri MaffeƩone • Susie Miller  
Karrie Lynn McCall • Sylvia Louise Mills • Barbara Moore 

Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko  
Linda Pletcher • Ron Peschock • Connie R 

Mary Rajnish •  Allison Recker • Vicki Riley  
Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank  

Anne Showalter • Tim Temofonte • Bill Teufel  
Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel • Len WhiƩen 

Milan & Family  
HOME WITH THE LORD 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:  
Joseph Gallagher 

 May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  

March 28, 2021 

 Envelopes          $    4,189.00 
  Loose Offerings         $       404.00  
 Children’s Offerings  $           8.00 
 Catholic EducaƟon  $           1.00 
 CRS Rice Bowls    $         50.00 
 Holy Thursday    $         17.00 
 Good Friday    $           7.00 
 Easter Offering    $           5.00 
 Easter Flower Offering  $         35.00 
 Food Bank CollecƟon  $       150.00 
 Subtotal         $    4,866.00 
 Online Giving          $    1,665.00 
 Total Offertory          $    6,531.00 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice  
Payments/DonaƟons  $172,263 

Pledge Payment CommiƩed  13,556 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $185,819 

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive Goal - $42,813. 

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS Please call the Parish 
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your statement.  

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Wednesday, April 14 - 7:00 PM - ConfirmaƟon Mass   
April 18 - First Communion Retreat 
April 18 - Last Class (Lessons will be emailed Monday &     
    Tuesday, April 19/20. 
Sunday, April 25 - 11:00 AM - First Communion Mass  

 PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com;  
       allinall214@gmail.com  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 
KrisƟna Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  
Jena Bowman - Business Manager  
              stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate                    
      dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Faith FormaƟon Coordinator/Secretary  
         stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 
Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults    
             mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

ONLINE GIVING UPGRADE: Our Online Giving is geƫng an 
upgrade to a newer, easier-to-use plaƞorm! If you cur-
rently give online, you will soon be receiving an email 
with instrucƟons on how to log into the new system. Best 
of all, your exisƟng payment and donaƟon informaƟon 
will be migrated over so you will not have to set up your 
giŌs again! Keep an eye on your email for more infor-
maƟon coming very soon.  

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (John 20:19-31) In today’s 
gospel Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and believe.” AccepƟng someone as they are, with-
out demanding they prove themselves or meet our expec-
taƟons, creates a rich relaƟonship. Without acceptance a 
home is only a house and a family is just a group of house 
mates. Reprinted with permission: A Family PerspecƟve by Bud Ozar.  

RECEIVE UP TO DATE INFORMATION FROM ST. JOHN’S 
WITH FLOCKNOTE : We want to communicate more 
effecƟvely with you. But we also want to make it easy for 
you to control what types of announcements you get 
from us and how you are noƟfied when we make them. 
And in order to do this we are using a new, simple service 
called FLOCKNOTE. Like sending "notes" to your "flock". 
This is all totally free for you to use and it's going to also 
make it easy for you to stay plugged in to the ministries or 
groups that you care about, all by text message or email 
updates. Your informaƟon will be completely safe and 
secure. And you can unsubscribe from any updates at any 
Ɵme! To join, text SJC1 to 84576. Then aŌer it responds, 
make sure you click that link and complete the process. If 
you can’t complete this on your mobile phone, please go 
online to stjohnsaltoona.flocknote.com to register. 

ARISE TOGETHER IN CHRIST: There will be a meeƟng for 
anyone who wishes to parƟcipate in Arise Session 5 this 
Monday, April 12, at 6:30 in the Parish Center. All are wel-
come. Please contact Jane Becker at 814-414-9836 to let 
her know if you will be coming. 



CRS RICE BOWL: THANK YOU Our community changed 
lives this Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl wants to say THANK 
YOU!  Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl by plac-
ing it in  the basket in the Gathering Space or donate 
online at crsricebowl.org/give. 

April Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 
 Fundamental rights  

We pray for those who risk their lives while 
fighƟng for fundamental rights under dic-
tatorships, authoritarian regimes and even 
in democracies in crisis. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9; 1 Jn 2:1-5a;  
 Lk 24:35-48 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, April 11 – 2nd Sunday of Easter/Sunday of Divine 
Mercy 
8:00 AM - Mass for Kenneth Zitsch, Sr. requested by    
      Bob & Ginny Reeder 
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish 
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Monday, April 12 – Easter Weekday 
6:00 PM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by  
    Diana Fanole 

Tuesday, April 13 – Easter Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Roberta & Sidney GarreƩ & Donald  
    Watkins  requested by Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Wednesday, April 14 – Easter Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
7:00 PM - Mass for St. John’s ConfirmaƟon Candidates  

Thursday, April 15 – Easter Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Skip Braniger  

Friday, April 16 – Easter Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Joan Litzinger requested by 
    Gene & Lorraine Adams 

Saturday, April 17 - Vigil of the 3rd Sunday of Easter 
4:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of the Long Family 
    requested by Dave & Connie McManuels 

Sunday, April 18 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
8:00 AM - Mass People of the Parish 
11:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha  requested by    
       Frank & Nancy Mincin 
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

CONSIDER GIVING ONLINE TO THE CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 
DRIVE: It’s fast, it’s easy – the click of a buƩon! 
Parishioners can give through our secure, online giving 
portal.  We accept VISA, MasterCard, American Express 
and Discover cards.  We are also able to process e-checks 
directly from a donor’s checking account.   

From any page on the diocesan website, 
 dioceseaj.org, click on “Giving” which will lead 
you to the CMD donaƟon page.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS THROUGH THE EYES OF MARY:  
If you ponder the image at our thir-
teenth staƟon or the picture of Our 
Lady of Notre Dame and allow its 
meaning to touch your heart, you may 
hear our Mother, Mary, in peƟƟon to 
our Heavenly Father saying: 
"Heavenly Father, please don't let the 
sufferings of my Son be in vain for your 
children. For the sake of His sorrowful 
passion, help them to put complete trust in His Merciful 
Love and dedicate their lives to saƟsfying His great thirst 
for souls and for their love." 
The next Ɵme you say the StaƟons, maybe you could 
pray: "Heavenly Father, please don't let the sufferings of 
Your Son be in vain for Your children. For the sake of His 
sorrowful passion, help me to put complete trust in His 
Merciful Love and dedicate my life to saƟsfying His great 
thirst for souls and for their love. "StaƟons of the Cross on 
Deacon Gene’s website: 
hƩps://www.lifeinfocus.net/staƟons_of_the_cross.html 

ROSARY RALLY FOR POLICE OFFICERS: All are invited to 
join in a Public Square Rosary Rally to support our brave 
police officers, outside the Old St. Mary’s School, 312 
Clark Street, Hollidaysburg. The rally will be Saturday April 
17th at 11:00am sponsored by America Needs FaƟma . 
This rally is one of thousands to support our valiant police 
officers across our country. Please find the Ɵme to join us 
in prayer for these brave men and women. Masks and 
social distancing regulaƟons will be required. Please bring 
your own chair for seaƟng. 





“Let it be clear that before these abominations the 
Church will spare no effort to do all that is necessary 
to bring to justice whosoever has committed such 
crimes . . . To those who abuse minors I would 
say this: convert and hand yourself over to human 
justice, and prepare for divine justice.” 

—Pope Francis, Dec. 21, 2018

APRIL Is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month 
Every April, Catholic parishes and schools 
across the United States participate in 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

The Effects of 
ABUSE 
When a child is abused, the effects are grave and can 
last a lifetime. Some of the most common effects of 
abuse include: 

•	 Loss of faith and trust in God.
•	 Post-traumatic stress disorder, psychological 

distress, and other indirect signs of trauma, such 
as anxiety, trouble sleeping, chronic stomach pain, 
and headaches.

•	 A greater risk of developing behavioral problems, 
substance abuse, and suicide.

The sense of violation goes deep into a person’s psyche 
and feelings of anger, shame, hurt, and betrayal can 
build long after the abuse has taken place.

Steps to 
Prevent ABUSE
Communicate with Your Children
It is extremely important to communicate openly with 
your children. Let them know that they can talk to 
you about anything that bothers them. This will help 
you identify warning signs and grooming behaviors 
perpetrated by offenders before they escalate to abuse. 

Educate Yourself and Your Children on Abuse
Learning how to identify, prevent, and report abuse 
is key. Parents and guardians should empower their 
children to protect themselves from harm and to 
report abuse. Ask your diocesan safe environment 
coordinator or parish delegate about opportunities for 
safe environment training.  

Identify and Report Warning Signs of 
Child Abusers
Grooming behaviors are the actions abusers take to 
project the image that they are kind, generous, caring 
people, while their intent is to lure a minor into an 
inappropriate relationship. Offenders can be patient 
and may groom their victim, his or her family, or 
community for years.

Some abusers isolate a potential victim by giving him 
or her undue attention or lavish gifts, while others 
allow young people to participate in activities which 
their parents or guardians would not approve, such as 
watching pornography, drinking alcohol, using drugs, 
and excessive touching, such as wrestling and tickling. 
Abusers also often try to isolate their victims from 
family or friends and encourage their victims to keep 
secrets from their parents or other caring adults.

Holding Offenders 
ACCOUNTABLE
To help hold offenders accountable, report all suspected 
abuse to local public authorities. You 
can also contact your local diocesan 
victim assistance coordinator to make a 
report and seek outreach for the abused. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, 
when a single act of sexual abuse is 
admitted or established, the offender is 
to be removed permanently from ministry. 

Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved. 



Ten Tips for Protecting Children 
and Offering Outreach to Victims/Survivors

1 Sexual abuse is about the victim.
Many people are affected by abuse but 
the individual most impacted is the 
victim who has suffered a violation of 
trust that can affect his or her entire life.

2 The residual effects of having been 
abused can last a lifetime.
The sense of violation goes deep into a 
person’s psyche and feelings of anger, 
shame, hurt and betrayal can build long 
after the abuse has taken place. Those 
who have been abused can heal, but 
if often takes time, therapy, and the 
support of loved ones. 

3 No one has the right to have 
access to children.
No one, no matter who they are, has an 
automatic right to be around children or 
young people who are in the care of the 
Church without proper screening and 
without following the rules.

4 Common sense is not all that common.
Dioceses, schools, parishes, and 
especially families, must educate 
themselves and others on how to 
protect children. 

5 Child sexual abuse can be prevented.
It is critical to build safety barriers 
around children and young people to 
keep them from harm—such as protective 
guardians, codes of conduct, background 
evaluations, policies and procedures, and 
safety training programs.

6 Feeling heard leads toward healing.
Relief from hurt and anger often comes 
when one feels heard, when one’s pain 

and concerns are taken seriously, and 
a victim/survivor’s suffering, pain, and 
anger are acknowledged.

7 You cannot always predict who will 
be an abuser.
Experience shows that most abuse is 
committed by someone who has gained 
the trust of a victim/survivor and his/
her family. 

8 There are behavioral warning signs 
of child abusers.
Some abusers isolate a potential victim 
by giving him or her undue attention or 
lavish gifts, others allow young people 
to participate in activities which their 
parents or guardians would not approve, 
such as watching pornography, drinking 
alcohol, using drugs, and excessive 
touching, such as wrestling and tickling. 

9 People can be taught to identify 
grooming behavior.
Grooming behaviors are the actions 
which abusers take to project the 
image that they are kind, generous, 
caring people, while their intent is to 
lure a minor into an inappropriate 
relationship. Offenders can be patient 
and may groom their victim, his or her 
family, or community for years.

10 Background checks are important.
Background checks in churches, schools 
and other organizations keep predators 
away from children both because they 
scare off some predators and because 
they uncover past actions which 
should ban an adult from working or 
volunteering with children.

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
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