MARCH 7, 2021

Jesus found in the temple area those

who sold oxen, sheep, and doves,
as well as the money changers seated there.

He made a whip of cords and drove them all out.
John 2:14-15
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LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. Mar. 13-4:00 PM - Mark Krepich, NOT FILLED  Sat. Mar. 13- 4:00PM - Betsy Lioyd, Judy Sneath,

Sun. Mar. 14 - 8:00 AM - James Krug, NOT FILLED Billy Sweet, Carolyn English

Sun. Mar. 14-11:00 AM - Richard Karcher, Sun. Mar. 14- 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Ginny Reeder,

Russell O'Reilly Mike O’Neill, Ray Kennedy
Sun. Mar. 14-11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Mary Grace

ALTAR SERVERS Horton, Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz

Sat. Mar. 13 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED

Sun. Mar. 14 - 8:00 AM - Ethan Miller, Emily Miller SACRISTAN

Sun. Mar. 14 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOTFILLED 5@t Mar. 13-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. Mar. 14 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
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Sat. Mar. 13 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker

Sun. Mar. 14 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci SCRIP
Sun. Mar. 14 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Lou Ann Sat. Mar. 13 -4:00 PM- Mary Haenig, Julie Beiswenger
Clark , Dolores Capriotti Sun. Mar. 14 - 8:00 AM- Erika & Heather Yasolsky

Sun. Mar. 14 -11:00 AM- Peg Madden,
Marge Rudolph
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE — Our Catholic Ministries
Drive— BE A DISCIPLE OF HOPE — launches today through-
out our Diocese. The annual Catholic Ministries Drive sup-
ports 14 ministries through which people are accompa-
nied in their journey. There are so many gifted and gener-
ous laypersons in our diocese who share their time and
talent to support our Catholic ministries. Without their
help and your help, we could not fulfill our mission. This
year, more so than others, our world, our nation, our
communities, our parishes, and our families need tangi-
ble expressions of hope. Please reflect on Bishop Mark’s
invitation when it arrives this
week and return your pledge
card in next weekend’s offer-
tory. The year 2021 is a time
for everyone to BE A DISCIPLE OF HOPE!

s BE A DISCIPLE OF s

HOPE 1%

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

CONFESSIONS IN LENT — All are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the
Lenten season. Repentance is at the heart of the Lenten
message. Please note that in addition to the usual sched-
uled time for confession parentheses Wednesday at 5:30
and Saturday at 3 PM, | will be available after each week-
end Mass from now until the Palm Sunday! The celebra-
tion of the Sacrament of Penance is our sharing in the
mystery of Christ’s redeeming death and resurrection.

FRIDAY EVENING STATIONS — The Stations of the Cross or
the Way of the Cross, also known as the Way of Sorrows
or the Via Crucis. The stations grew out of imitations of
Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem which is believed to be the ac-
tual path Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. We pray the
stations to help us make a spiritual pilgrimage through
contemplation of the Passion of Christ. Stations are
scheduled weekly on the Fridays of Lent. Please join us.

WAY OF THE CROSS FOR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE LEFT
THE FAITH — When a loved one leaves the Catholic Faith,
it can be devastating. Often, we feel helpless, unable to
do anything to bring them back. Yet there is something
we can do. The best way to bring our loved ones back to
the Faith is through prayer. In addition to invitations and
conversations, we can't forget the power we have to pray
for them. What better way to do that than by joining our
fears and sufferings with those of Jesus in the Stations of
the Cross? In this Way of the Cross for Loved Ones Who
Have Left the Faith, the fourteen Stations have two em-
phases: intercession for loved ones and guidance for
those still practicing the Faith. We will have copies of this
book available in the Gathering Space for only $10.00.
This will be a most fruitful practice for the Lenten Season.

THE QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS! — Throughout the season of
Lent, my daily online reflection will consider the dozens
of questions which Jesus asks his followers! In the gos-
pels he addresses questions to individuals, to his apostles,
and to the crowds. We read the gospels and consider
that Jesus us asking each of those questions to you and to
me, as individuals!

ZOOM MEETING ON CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEP-
HERD — We had a very positive response regarding our
plans to move ahead with this program of catechesis for
our children. We will begin with a focus on children ages
3to 6. Consulting with us in this endeavor is Gaye Boyer,
who for many years has been directing this program at St.
Aloysius in Cresson. Gaye will be coming to our zoom
Parish Council meeting on Monday, March 8, at 7:00. If
you would like to attend this parish council meeting to
learn more about this program, contact the parish for a
link! You are most welcome!

CONFIRMATION THIS SPRING — Because of concerns re-
garding Covid-19, the bishop has instructed pastors to
again schedule Confirmation in their own parish. We
have set the date for Wednesday, April 14”‘, at 7:00 PM.
While we might miss the solemnity of having Confirma-
tion in the Cathedral, there is a beautiful simplicity in cel-
ebrating in our home parish.

BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY EVENING — All are most
welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study. Each
week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming
Sunday! If you would like to participate, please send us a
copy of your email so that you will get the link for the
meeting! We would love to have you!

LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION - Our parish has been excep-
tionally generous with our Second Sunday food collec-
tion. For the Lenten season, let’'s make every Sunday a
food collection Sunday, given the struggles which many
families are facing in light of the pandemic and the eco-
nomic downturn. Given the upcoming closing of the pa-
per mill in Roaring Spring, we will explore ways that we
might expand our reach to the 300 families affected by
the expected layoffs.

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH — To celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Jo-
seph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis has
proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and
extending to the same feast in 2021. St. Joseph, pray for
us! A banner is displayed in our church, reminding us of
his place in our lives as patron of the Church.




5 FAITH FORMATION NEWS

E Sunday, March 7: 10" Grade Confirmation Session:

' Witness 9:15-10:45 AM in Parish Center

i Sunday, March 21: 11" Grade Rite of Sending and Disci-
' pleship Retreat

i Confirmation Mass - Wednesday, April 14 @ 7:00 PM
 First Communion Mass - Sunday, April 25 @ 11:00 AM

é If you have any questions about Faith Formation, please
i contact Diane Ryan in the parish office at 942-5503 or by
' emailing stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S PARISH: You are
invited to join our Women's Outreach Group, if you have
not already done so. This is a unique club - no dues, no
meetings, no official titles, no agenda! WE HELP. Yes, we
offer support to the parish, to individuals or families in
the parish & community. When we learn of a need, an
email is sent to you giving all details. You may agree to
help by replying to the email. No pressure to respond to
every need. Some of the programs/support we have as-
sisted: Toasty Toddlers, Teen Shelter, baking or helping
out with various events in the parish, gardening or yard
work - to name a few. Also, we like to socialize with each
other, so we may schedule an outing/lunch/dinner (Bell
Mansion Tea House was a favorite). If you'd like to be-
come a member, please contact the office, Barb Bundy,
Ginny Reeder or Deb Johnson. We hope you will join us!

March Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Let us pray that we may experience the

sacrament of reconciliation with renewed

depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
February 21, 2021
Envelopes S 3,758.00
Loose Offerings $ 467.00
Children’s Offering S 3.00
Catholic Education S 20.00
Ash Wednesday S 555.00
Black & Indian Mission S 405.00
Easter Offering S  140.00
Easter Flower Offering S 65.00
CRS Rice Bowl S 58.00
Food Bank Collection S 190.00
Subtotal S 5,661.00
Online Giving S 1,503.00
Total Offertory S 7,164.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $170,830
Pledge Payment Committed $14,224
Total Pledges/Donations $185,054

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS Please call the Parish
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your statement.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Cari Ann ® Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole e Michelle Cooney
Jim DeStefano e Michael DeStefanoe Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty ¢ Mary Ann Flinn e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton
Alexandra Hudson e Mary Jo Ivory ¢ Amy Langenbacher
Lisa e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Camden Michael
Susie Millere Sylvia Louise Mills ® Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher ¢ Ron Peschock e Connie R.

Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte
Bill Teufel « Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel e Len Whitten
Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Joseph Louis Saad, Sr. - son of Bonnie Saad Stevens

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

ONE FAITH YOUTH GROUP next event at St. Mary’s will
be Friday, March 12 beginning with the Stations of the
Cross at 7:00 p.m. in the church. After Stations and Mass
we will continue at St. Mary’s Memorial Hall until 9:30
p.m. with playing glow in the dark capture the flag, hav-
ing cheese pizza, and some fellowship. All are welcome,
Catholic or not, ages 13-18. Ethan Potter - Youth Leader

FOOD DONATIONS: Thank you for your continuing sup-
port of our food bank collection. In an effort to declutter
our Gathering Space, we have placed bins for food dona-
tions under the coat rack in the hallway that leads to our
restrooms. We will keep one bin in the Gathering Space
for your convenience, but if it is full, please place your
food items in the extra bins under the coat rack.

ADDITIONAL VIDEOS AVAILABLE FOR LENT: If you would
like to find out where and how integral the Mass is to the
Scriptures; Dr. Scott Hahn at the St Paul Center for Biblical
Theology is offering a FREE course during Lent called: Par-
ousia: The Bible and the Mass. Type this title into your
browser, then click the link to St. Paul Center that comes
up. From the Genesis to the Heavenly Liturgy in the Book
of Revelation, this course will help you to see the connec-
tions and strengthen your faith in the New Covenant
which is celebrated daily in the Mass.

Once you have logged on to the site, be sure to bookmark
StPaulCenter.com/streaming for easy access to each sub-
sequent lesson.




RICE BOWL: SUSTAINABILITY IN EL SALVADOR Drought
has become a big problem across El Salvador, making it
difficult for farmers to produce enough crops to support
their families. But new farming techniques—and a new
generation of young farmers—are making a difference.
What would you do if your livelihood was threatened?
How can you support young people in your community
and around the world? Visit crsricebowl.org.

SOUP SALE IN LILLY: Our Lady of the Alleghenies Roman
Catholic Church in Lilly, PA will sponsor a soup sale Satur-
day, March 27th. Soups offered will be Homemade Chick-
en Noodle and Beef Vegetable. The cost will be $8.00 per
quart. Pick-up time will be 10:00 am until Noon. All soups
will be prepared under license and COVID compliances at
Custer's Market in Lilly. If you are interested in pre-
ordering any soup, please call Amy Hazlett, 814-418-0516.

TURKEY DINNER: The Basilica of St. Michael the Archan-
gel Annual Men’s Turkey Dinner will be held on Sunday,
March 21*" as a drive-thru dinner. Simply stay in your vehi-
cle - multiple lines for faster service! 11AM-3PM or sold
out. Turkey dinner with all of the trimmings- $12.00

TAKEOUT FISH LUNCH/DINNERS:

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament: Drive-thru fish lunch
every Friday, except Good Friday, 11:00 AM — 1:30 PM
Cost: $9

St. Therese of the Child Jesus: Curbside takeout only,
phone or curbside orders Fridays 4:00 PM — 7:00 PM (or
until sold out) — Cost: $10

St. Patrick: Seafood: *Drive Thru Only* Meals will be
available for purchase in the school parking lot every Fri-
day in Lent, including Good Friday, from 4pm until meals
are sold out.

Utter Uns Almrausch Schuhplatter’s German Dance Group
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM or until sold out, February 19th until
April 2nd, 2021 at the Utter Uns Club on Van Buren Ave-
nue and 14th Street; You do not have to be a member of
the Utter Uns to attend. Dinners will be available for take
out; limited seating is available due to Covid-19 limita-
tions. Cost: $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children under 10.

SAMARITAN COMMITTEE REPORT: St. John’s Parish con-
tinues to address food disparity in our Community and to
feed those in need. We are able to continue our generous
contributions to 8 agencies with monetary donations of
over $4000 and weekly we distribute the food items that
you bring to church. Thank you to all the volunteers that
make that possible. You are true Angels and your gener-
osity and prayers helped so many. This is a testament to
our strong faith community within our parish. Looking
forward to a blessed year as we continue to practice
God’s love in our community! Susanna Tomlinson

Third Sunday of Lent
March 7, 2021

I, the Lorp, am your God . . .
You shall not have other gods besides me.

— Exodus 20:2a, 3

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, March 7 — 3" Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, March 8 — Lenten Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for Jackie Michaels requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, March 9 — Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Walter Becker

Wednesday, March 10 — Lenten Weekday
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Bob Cooney

Thursday, March 11 — Lenten Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Carol Bismark requested by
Ron & Becky Merilli

Friday, March 12 — Lenten Weekday

8:30 AM - Mass for Judy Baird requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 13 - Vigil of the 4™ Sunday of Lent

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Murray & Georgia Dolphin requested
by The Dolphin Family

Sunday, March 14 — 4" Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Barbara Prostejovsky requested by
Her Husband

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9;
Mt. 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6¢c-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-6; Eph 2:4-10;
Jn 3:14-21




Jesus said,
“Destroy this temple
and in three days

[ will raise 1t up.”

JOHN 2:19

THE LAW

Today’s reading from Exodus tells of God giving the Ten Commandments to Moses; this
passage is well known to Christians, but it is only the introduction to the entire Mosaic
Law, or Torah. The Psalm is a small section of the longest in the Psalter—172 verses—
which are generally couplets (two lines) praising the Law as perfect, true, just, right, and
so on. The Law is both the source of Jewish identity and the centerpiece of the Jewish
intellectual tradition. Paul briefly compares this tradition with those of the Greeks, the two
groups in the church at Corinth that were often quarreling. The passage from John’s Gos-
pel shows Jesus’ righteous anger as he chases the moneychangers from the temple. His
actions are a sign of Jesus’ own reverence for “my Father’s house,” which in turn reflects
his deep appreciation for the Law.

“THE LAW OF THE LORD IS PERFECT . ..”

For pious Jews in first-century Palestine, the Mosaic Law prescribed the way every
action in life is dedicated to God. Today’s reading from Exodus tells how the Ten
Commandments, the introduction to this larger legal code, is given to Israel as a gift
from God.

In the Gospels Jesus is portrayed as a rabbi, or someone learned in the Law. A rabbi’s
learning ideally included both the precepts of the Law and its reverent contemplation
as a divine gift, within which one could hear God’s own voice. This was the way rabbis
through the centuries used the Law to adapt to changing circumstances. This seems to
be what Jesus was doing with the moneychangers in the temple.

JESUS, THE LAW, THE JEWS—AND US

When Jesus accused the moneychangers of sacrilege and cleared them out of the tem-
ple, the onlookers asked for a sign of his authority to do such a thing. After all, wasn’t
it a sacrilege to purchase animals for sacrifice with pagan coins? Wasn’t this how the
Jews adapted to Roman rule? Jesus says nothing about that; he only knows that this
commercial activity inside the temple was a sacrilege. Elsewhere in the Gospels Jesus is
criticized for not being strict enough with the Law, as when he ate with prostitutes and tax
collectors, but here he is prescribing something stricter, something “more.”

Jesus is doing something extraordinary, contrary to ordinary practice, prompting the on-
lookers to request a sign, evidence that God is acting here through Jesus. His insistence
that the moneychangers depart, his clear vision regarding “my Father’s house,” and his
cryptic reference to himself as a temple, are signs of his contemplative intimacy with his
Father that is the source of his authority about the Law.

THIRD]IENT

Catholics, like first-century Jews, have our
regular means for living in God’s presence.
We have the liturgy, sacraments, devotions,
and personal prayer. During Lent, we are
asked to be a little stricter with ourselves,
listening for God’s own voice. If we do,
we might discover that we, too, are being
called to something “more.”




CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE 2021
DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

100% of your gift supports

NURTURING OUR YOUTH | Campus Ministry, Educating Youth, Sacramental
Preparation, Youth Ministry
CARING FOR THE POOR AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES | Catholic Charities, Family
Life, Fulton County Catholic Mission, Mandeville Diocese, Jamaica
FORMING CLERGY AND LAITY | Adult Enrichment, Christian Initiation (RCIA),
Evangelization, Lay Ecclesial Ministry, Priests’ Vocations, Ongoing Formation of
Priests and Deacons

© 6 © ©

P.O. BOX 409, DIOCESEAJ.ORG PARISH CMDAJ 555-8888
HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648 COLLECTION




Psalm 25:15 says,
“My eyes are ever fixed on the Lorp.”

That means we should follow and look to God for help.
To remind you of this, write your name on the blank.
Color the eyes the same as yours.

Color the rest of the certificate. Cut it out and hang it up.

(your name)

©).S. Paluch Co., Inc. ¢ 800-566-6150 * Year B  Third Sunday of Lent
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, re used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be repi ed in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children

Third Sunday of Lent

Once when Jesus was in Jerusalem,
he found animals being sold in the temple.
He sent the sellers away because he wanted the temple to be
his Father’s house of prayer, not a store.
(You can read the story in your Bible at John 2:13-25.)
Look at both pictures.
Circle five extra things in the bottom one.

I




God delivered all these commandments.
Exodus 20 : 1

LORD, YOU HAVE THE WORDS

S
Today you might hear the Gospel about Jesus in the temple, or if anyone in your parish is preparing
for baptism at the Easter Vigil, you might hear the story of the Samaritan woman at the well.
Each Gospel has its own psalm response, so listen for which story will be proclaimed and which

psalm you will sing. Both psalm responses are about listening to God’s words.

If today you hear his voice,

g ——
SIS
| Lord, you have the words
of everlasting life. harden not your hearts.
(John 6:68¢) (Psalm 95:8)

You shal] o kill.

f Lam the Lorg Your God,
You shal] no have
other gods besides me,

Il
You shal] not take
the name of
the Lorp, Your Gog,
in vajp, ‘

n

Remember ¢, keep holy

You Sh;l” not
commit aduhery_
What are some words of Jesus that you remember?
Write them on the pages of this book.

Vil
ou shall not steal,
Some examples are already written to help you get started.

Vil
You shall not bear fajse Witness
against your neighbor,
Love one another
as ( have loved you.

Forgive one another.

t
he Sabba[h day. You shall not covet
J\V your neighbor's wife,
\Y
Honor B J
your father You shall not covet anything that

and your
mot]
her. belongs to your neighbor,

QL N
G
If you sing the psalm at Mass today, listen carefully to the melody of the response.
Try to remember it and sing it during the week.
t

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved.
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