
LECTORS 
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED , NOT FILLED 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,  
               Diane Turcovsky 
Sun. Mar. 21-11:00 AM -Gary Johnson, Donna Moyer   

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Mar. 21 -8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Kenneth
                Gorman, Cecelia Bloom
              

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet,  Judy Sneath, 
       Larry Van Sickel, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Mar. 21- 8:00 AM - Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale, 
          Charlie Moore, Carolyn English  
Sun. Mar. 21-11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Mary Grace 
          Horton,   Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz  

SACRISTAN 
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Mar. 21 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 

SCRIP 
Sat. Mar. 20 - 4:00 PM- NOT FILLED, Julie Beiswenger 
Sun. Mar. 21- 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi,  Heather Yasolsky  
Sun. Mar. 21-11:00 AM-Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph 

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

 PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 

KrisƟna Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  

Deborah Johnson -  Director of Music/Pastoral Associate  - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - AdministraƟve Assistant - stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 

Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults  - mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

OUR PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING!  The church universal 
rejoices at the remarkably spirit-filled visit of Pope Francis 
to the war-torn country of Iraq. His visit to the birthplace 
of Abraham, his messages of hope to religious leaders in 
war-torn communiƟes, and his outreach to Muslim lead-
ers, all this is indicaƟve of a man with a courageous heart. 
We rejoice at his safe journey, a true pilgrimage of faith, 
which not only strengthen the ChrisƟan communiƟes of 
Iraq, but forged a greater sense of fraternity with the 
Muslim community.  How proud we must be of Christ’s 
Vicar on earth! 

OUR ROSE COLORED VESTMENTS - On one Sunday each 
Advent and Lent, the priest and deacon wear rose vest-
ments.  The use of rose vestments during the sacred litur-
gy on these Sundays (Laetare Sunday in Lent) has been a 
part of the Church’s tradiƟon for many centuries. The 
entrance hymn for each Sunday focuses upon hope and 
joy!  Rose gives us joy and a promise of hope!   Pope 
Francis has put a lot of emphasis on joy and even dedicat-
ed an enƟre encyclical to the “Joy of the Gospel.” He 
writes in the opening paragraph, “The joy of the gospel 
fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those 
who accept his offer of salvaƟon are set free from sin, sor-
row, inner empƟness and loneliness. With Christ joy is 
constantly born anew. In this ExhortaƟon I wish to en-
courage the ChrisƟan faithful to embark upon a new 
chapter of evangelizaƟon marked by this joy, while 
poinƟng out new paths for the Church’s journey in years 
to come.”   
LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION - Our parish has been excep-
Ɵonally generous with our Second Sunday food collec-
Ɵon.  For the Lenten season, let’s make every Sunday a 
food collecƟon Sunday, given the struggles which many 
families are facing in light of the pandemic and the eco-
nomic downturn.  Given the upcoming closing of the pa-
per mill in Roaring Spring, we will explore ways that we 
might expand our reach to the 300 families affected by 
the expected layoffs. 

CONFESSIONS IN LENT - All are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon during the 
Lenten season. Repentance is at the heart of the Lenten 
message. Please note that in addiƟon to the usual sched-
uled Ɵme for confession (Wednesday at 5:30 and Satur-
day at 3 PM), I will be available aŌer each weekend Mass 
from now unƟl the Palm Sunday! The celebraƟon of the 
Sacrament of Penance is our sharing in the mystery of 
Christ’s redeeming death and resurrecƟon. 

BE A DISCIPLE OF HOPE!  Today is Commitment Sunday 
for the Catholic Ministries Drive. Your sacrificial giŌs of 
prayer and treasure will make an immediate impact on 
ministries that care for the poor, strengthen family life, 
nurture our youth, and provide leadership development 
for clergy and laity. During Lent, and throughout the year, 
we are challenged to renew our spiritual devoƟons and 
duƟes – and one of those holy duƟes is to support the 
Church. We are challenged to open our eyes and see 
those in our midst that bring hope to life through their 
Ɵme and talent in serving the community through the 14 
ministries supported by the Catholic Ministries Drive. Our 
goal is $42,813.  If you didn’t bring your Commitment 
Card to mass this weekend, please bring it next weekend 
or you may make an online giŌ at www.dioceseaj.org/
giving. 100% of your giŌ goes directly to these ministries! 

CONFIRMATION THIS SPRING - Because of concerns re-
garding Covid-19, the bishop has instructed pastors to 
again schedule ConfirmaƟon in their own parish.  We 
have set the date for Wednesday, April 14th, at 7:00 PM.  
While we might miss the solemnity of having Confirma-
Ɵon in the Cathedral, there is a beauƟful simplicity in cel-
ebraƟng in our home parish.   

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH - To celebrate the 
150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaraƟon of 
St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis 
has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning 
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate ConcepƟon 2020 and 
extending to the same feast in 2021. St. Joseph, pray for 
us!  A banner is displayed in our church, reminding us of 
his place in our lives as patron of the Church.  

BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY  EVENING - All are most 
welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study.   Each 
week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming 
Sunday!  If you would like to parƟcipate, please send us a 
copy of your email so that you will get the link for the 
meeƟng!  We would love to have you! 

THE QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS! - Throughout the season of 
Lent, my daily online reflecƟon will consider the dozens 
of quesƟons which Jesus asks his followers!  In the gos-
pels he addresses quesƟons to individuals, to his apostles, 
and to the crowds.  We read the gospels and consider 
that Jesus us asking each of those quesƟons to you and to 
me, as individuals! 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Cari Ann • Amy B.• ScoƩ Brenneman  
Dan Burley • Robert Cole • Michelle Cooney   

Jim DeStefano • Michael DeStefano• Bernadine Farrell 
Kathy Felty • Mary Ann Flinn • Leann Frazier  

Molly Grenfell • Ken Hartman • Randy Horton  
Alexandra Hudson • Mary Jo Ivory • Amy Langenbacher 

Lisa • Sherri MaffeƩone • Camden Michael  
Susie Miller• Sylvia Louise Mills • Barbara Moore  

Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko  
Linda Pletcher • Ron Peschock • Connie R.  
Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker • Vicki Riley  

Allison Ritchey • Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph 
Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter • Tim Temofonte  

Bill Teufel • Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel • Len WhiƩen 
Milan & Family  

HOME WITH THE LORD 
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:  

Joseph Louis Saad, Sr. - son of Bonnie Saad Stevens  
 May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Jesus tells us that if we live our 
lives as faithful stewards our deeds will shine out and be 
clearly seen as we reflect God’s dream. What can we do 
so our deeds will bring light to the world in those around 
us? And how do we culƟvate hearts worthy of God? 
It starts in prayer, giving God undivided aƩenƟon each 
day. Through this week set Ɵme aside for our Lord, He 
will work on our hearts so that they will become more 
like him. (Stewardship BulleƟn ReflecƟon, Catholic Steward-

ship Consultants, February 15, 2021) 

February 28, 2021 

 Envelopes          $   5,295.00 
  Loose Offerings         $   1,060.82  
 Children’s Offering  $           3.00 
 Catholic EducaƟon  $         95.00 
 Catholic Home Missions  $           5.00 
 Ash Wednesday   $       160.00 
 Black & Indian Mission  $         90.00 
 Easter Offering   $         40.00 
 Easter Flower Offering   $       115.00 
 Holy Thursday   $         15.00 
 Good Friday   $         15.00 
 Food Bank CollecƟon  $       235.00 
 Subtotal         $    7,198.82 
 Online Giving          $    1,795.00 
 Total Offertory          $    8,993.82 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice  

Payments/DonaƟons  $170,995 
Pledge Payment CommiƩed  $14,224 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $185,219 

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive Goal - $42,813 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Sunday, March 21: 11th Grade Rite of Sending and Disci-
pleship Retreat 
ConfirmaƟon Mass - Wednesday, April 14 @ 7:00 PM 
First Communion Mass - Sunday, April 25 @ 11:00 AM 
If you have any quesƟons about Faith FormaƟon, please 
contact Diane Ryan in the parish office at 942-5503 or by 
emailing stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net. 

ALL WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S PARISH are invited to join our 
Women's Outreach Group.  This is a unique club - no 
dues, no meeƟngs, no official Ɵtles, no agenda!  WE 
HELP.  Yes, we offer support to the parish, to individuals 
or families in the parish & community.  When we learn of 
a need, an email is sent to you giving all details.  You may 
agree to help by replying to the email. No pressure to re-
spond to every need. Some of the programs/support we 
have assisted:  Toasty Toddlers, Teen Shelter, baking or 
helping out with various events in the parish, gardening or 
yard work - to name a few.  Also, we like to socialize with 
each other, so we may schedule an ouƟng/lunch/dinner 
(Bell Mansion Tea House was a favorite). If you'd like to 
become a member, please contact the office, Barb Bundy, 
Ginny Reeder or Deb Johnson. We hope you will join us! 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS are scheduled at 7:00 PM on the 
Fridays of Lent. The StaƟons of the Cross or the Way of 
the Cross is also known as the Way of Sorrows or the Via 
Crucis.  The staƟons grew out of imitaƟons of Via Doloro-
sa in Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path 
Jesus walked to Mount Calvary.  We pray the staƟons to 
help us make a spiritual pilgrimage through contempla-
Ɵon of the Passion of Christ. Please join us at 7 this Friday! 

ADDITIONAL VIDEOS AVAILABLE FOR LENT: If you would 
like to find out where and how integral the Mass is to the 
Scriptures; Dr. ScoƩ Hahn at the St Paul Center for Biblical 
Theology is offering a FREE course during Lent called: Par-
ousia: The Bible and the Mass. Type this Ɵtle into your 
browser, then click the link to St. Paul Center that comes 
up. From the Genesis to the Heavenly Liturgy in the Book 
of RevelaƟon, this course will help you to see the connec-
Ɵons and strengthen your faith in the New Covenant 
which is celebrated daily in the Mass.   
Once you have logged on to the site, be sure to bookmark 
StPaulCenter.com/streaming  for easy access to each sub-
sequent lesson. 

FOOD DONATIONS: In an effort to decluƩer our Gathering 
Space, we have placed bins for food donaƟons under the 
coat rack in the hallway that leads to our restrooms. We 
will keep one bin in the Gathering Space for your conven-
ience, but if it is full, please place your food items in the 
extra bins under the coat rack.  



RICE BOWL: TRYING NEW FOODS IN TIMOR-LESTE  
Timor-Leste has the highest rate of child malnutriƟon in 
Asia, and many children suffer from stunƟng, which 
makes a big impact on a child’s growth and future. Home 
gardens and fishponds are helping families provide beƩer 
nutriƟon for their children. What do you eat to stay 
healthy? What can you do to 
ensure children have enough 
food to thrive? Visit crsrice-
bowl.org to learn more. 

SOUP SALE IN LILLY: Our Lady of the Alleghenies Roman 
Catholic Church in Lilly, PA will sponsor a soup sale Satur-
day, March 27th.  Soups offered will be Homemade Chick-
en Noodle and Beef Vegetable. The cost will be $8.00 per 
quart. Pick-up Ɵme will be 10:00 am unƟl Noon.  All soups 
will be prepared under license and COVID compliances at 
Custer's Market in Lilly.  If you are interested in pre-
ordering any soup, please call Amy HazleƩ, 814-418-0516. 

TURKEY DINNER: The Basilica of St. Michael the Archan-
gel Annual Men’s Turkey Dinner will be held on Sunday, 
March 21st as a drive-thru dinner. Simply stay in your vehi-
cle - mulƟple lines for faster service! 11AM-3PM or sold 
out. Turkey dinner with all of the trimmings- $12.00  

TAKEOUT FISH LUNCH/DINNERS:   
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacra-
ment: Drive-thru fish lunch every 
Friday, except Good Friday, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM Cost: $9 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus: Curbside takeout only, 
phone or curbside orders Fridays 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM (or 
unƟl sold out) – Cost: $10 
St. Patrick: Seafood: *Drive Thru Only* Meals will be 
available for purchase in the school parking lot every Fri-
day in Lent, including Good Friday, from 4pm unƟl meals 
are sold out.  
UƩer Uns: 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM or unƟl sold out, February 
19th unƟl April 2nd.Dinners will be available for take out; 
limited seaƟng is available due to Covid-19 limitaƟons. 
Cost: $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children under 10. You 
do not have to be a member of the UƩer Uns to aƩend.  

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL:  (John 3: 14-21) Today’s gos-
pel speaks of light and darkness. OŌen a parent is deliber-
ately “leŌ in the dark.” Darkness can be comforƟng for it 
makes no demands on us. Light can be disturbing for it 
forces us to take acƟon. Parents walk a delicate balance 
of when to “sit in the dark” and when to “turn on the 
lights.” Reprinted with permission: A Family PerspecƟve by Bud 

Ozar.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 
Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; 
Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or 
Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-9; 
Jn 12:20-33 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, March 14 – 4th Sunday of Lent  
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish 
11:00 AM - Mass for Barbara Prostejovsky requested by  
      Her Loving Husband  
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Monday, March 15 – Lenten Weekday 
6:00 PM - Mass for Diane Long requested by  
    Joanne Beringer 

Tuesday, March 6 – Lenten Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Audrey King requested by 
    Ray & Mary King  

Wednesday, March 17 – Lenten Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for David Petrak  requested by 
    Dave & Tracy Auerbeck  

Thursday, March 18 – Lenten Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Ruthie Dodd requested by 
     Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Friday, March 19 – St. Joseph, Husband of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by 
     Bill & Ruth Mulhern  
7:00 PM - StaƟons of the Cross 

Saturday, March 20 - Vigil of the 5th Sunday of Lent  
3:00 PM - Confessions 
4:00 PM - Mass for Janet Szarwark requested  by 
    Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Sunday, March 21 – 5th Sunday of Lent  
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish 
11:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by  
      Frank & Nancy Mincin  
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost  of material.

 Offer expires 9/30/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Your Hometown Supermarket 
1213 W. 2nd Street • Cresson, PA 16630 • 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week • 7AM to 8:30PM

$5 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE

WITH CARD
With coupon excluding items prohibited by law. Limit 1 coupon per week. 

PLU Code: 9845

Cresson

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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