Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord,;
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his
presence with thanksgiving;
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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Administrative Assistant - stiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS
Sat. Feb. 6 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, NOT FILLED
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM - Dan Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky
Sun. Feb. 7 -11:00 AM- Jim Campbell, Russell O’Reilly

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. Feb. 6 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley
Sun. Feb. 7 - 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Feb. 6-4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Feb. 7 - 11:00 AM - Walt Bloom, Barbara Bundy,
Cecelia Bloom

Year of
St. Joseph

St. Joseph, pray
for us!

December 8, 2020 -
December 8, 2021

May the Lord give us the grace
to live in full fellowship with 2
our brothers and sisters of
other religions, praying for
one another, open to all.

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Feb. 6 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Betsy Lloyd,
Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Mike O’Neill,
Ed Stoltz, Mary Truesdale
Sun. Feb. 7-11:00 AM- Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz,
Lou Ann Clark, Mary Grace Horton

SACRISTAN
Sat. Feb. 6 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Feb. 7 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. Feb. 6 - 4:00 PM- Becky Merilli, Mary Haenig
Sun. Feb. 7 - 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi, Marge Rudolph
Sun. Feb. 7- 11:00 AM- Judy Sneath, NOT FILLED

January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

Human fraternity



A Few Words from the Pastor:

CANDLEMAS DAY, FEBRUARY 2ND - Here in the United States we commonly think of February 2nd as
Ground Hog Day. In the Church, however, Candlemas Day celebrates the 40th day since Christmas, and is
also known as the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus Christ, the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord. It is a Christian Holy Day commemorating the presentation
of the Child Jesus in the Temple. It is based upon the account of the presentation of Jesus in the Gospel of
Luke.

MEMORIAL OF ST. BLAISE — There is a beautiful tradition in the Church when we bless throats on St. Blaise
day. Because of the virus and the need to stay safe, Bishop Mark has asked that we not do individual blessing
of throats, but that we do a communal blessing at the end of this weekend’s Masses.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD - We had a very positive zoom meeting last week regarding our plans
to move ahead with this program of catechesis for our children. We will begin with a focus on children ages
3 to 6. Consulting with us in this endeavor is Gaye Boyer, who for many years has been directing this pro-
gram at St. Aloysius in Cresson. If you have an interest in learning more as a parent or perhaps a teacher,
please contact the parish office. Another informational meeting will be held in early February.

LENT APPROACHES — Ash Wednesday is just a bit more than two weeks away. Consider now how you might
make the most of this important liturgical season. Prayer, Fasting and Care for the Poor are the cornerstones
of a fruitful Lenten journey!

SIX IMAGES OF PRAYER — My daily reflection on our parish website this week will focus upon Pausk

FOR

prayer, and the Images of Prayer which can be most helpful in the enrichment of your spiritu- FaeucnT

al life. These images will be taken from a little book by Father Gerald O’Collins entitled Pause Mak,.n;l.mfo,,,mye,,
for Thought: Making Time for Pravyer, Jesus and God. It is available for less than ten dollars jdeJ
from Amazon, in paperback or Kindle. This will be a wonderful way to prepare for Lent. = ———

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible ﬁ
study. Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday! If you would

like to participate, please send us a copy of your email so that you will get the link for the meeting! We
would love to have you!

CONFIRMATION THIS SPRING - Because of concerns regarding Covid-19, the bishop has instructed pastors to
again schedule Confirmation in their own parish. We have not yet determined a date, but will do so soon.
While we might miss the solemnity of having Confirmation in the Cathedral, there is a beautiful simplicity in
celebrating in our home parish.

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH — To celebrate the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s
declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis has proclaimed a spe-
cial “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and
extending to the same feast in 2021. St. Joseph, pray for us! A banner will be displayed in our
church throughout this year, reminding us of his place in our lives as patron of the Church.

Prayer For The Year Of St. Joseph by Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us, too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.




5 FAITH FORMATION NEWS

éJust a reminder that if you have not yet returned either
éthe Acknowledgement Form or the Opt-out Form for the ;
i Safety Lessons that are required by the Diocese, please !

' return these as soon as possible. We need to submit this
i information to the diocese by February 1%. If you have

: any questions about Faith Formation, please contact Di-
é ane Ryan in the parish office at 942-5503 or by emailing
i stiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (Mark 1:21-28)

Today’s gospel reminds us “unclean spirits” still haunt our
families. These “spirits” thrive inside our grudges, punish-
ing silence, impatience and abruptness. Today Jesus offers
you the “authority” to cast out these spirits from your life

and your family.
Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: If we willingly give God authori-
ty over our lives and trust in His provision, He will take
care of us no matter what. Are you not filled with a sense
of wonder whenever Jesus speaks to you? As Christian
stewards, it is our job to imitate Christ and follow his
commands out of gratitude for all that he has given us.
We are more willing to live by God’s commands when we
are motivated by love and gratitude. May your astonish-
ment cause Jesus’ fame to spread wherever you go. May
you serve with deep conviction as a disciple of Jesus

Christ with your actions. (2020, January 31, Stewardship Bulle-
tin Reflection, Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Evans, Georgia)

Stewardship at St. John’s
January 17, 2021

Envelopes S 1,991.00
Loose Offerings S 254.00
Children’s Offering S 3.00
Solemnity of Mary S 30.00
Immaculate Conception S 10.00
Christmas Offering S 25.00
Food Bank Donation S  150.00
Subtotal S 2,463.00
Online Giving S 740.00
Total Offertory S 3,203.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $169,084
Pledge Payment Committed 15,329
Total Pledges/Donations 184,413

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be available upon re-
quest beginning January 25, 2021. Please call the Parish Office
at 814-942-5503 to request your giving statement. A contribu-
tion statement will not be mailed to you unless you call the
office to request it. If you are registered with My Own Church,
you can log in and download your statement yourself at the
end of January.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Aiden e Cari Ann ® Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole e Michelle Cooney
Betty Dennis ¢ Jim DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Bernadine Farrell  Kathy Felty ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Leann Frazier ¢ Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman
Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Mary Jo Ivory ¢ Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Camden Michael e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Ron Peschock ¢ Connie R.
Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte
Bill Teufel « Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel  Len Whitten
Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Cyril Petrak - brother-in-law of Mary Petrak
William D. Rossman - father of Bonnie Loth
Helen Fornwalt - mother of Fred Fornwalt
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

February Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
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Violence against women

We pray for women who are victims of

violence, that they may be protected by

society and have their sufferings consid-
ered and heeded.

THANKS TO OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Because of the
" generosity and support of those
& sHorisave hysinesses and individuals who pur-

g =3 u ight: |

“cover of our bulletin, we are able to
provide you with news and infor-

: ' mation about your parish and your
— faith. Take a look at the ads that run
on the back of our bulletin every
week, and patronize our advertis-
ers—and when you do, let them
know that you're patronizing them because you saw their
ad in our bulletin. Then thank them personally for sup-
porting our parish community. For information on adver-
tising please contact J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629.

ROBO CALLS: If you would like to be added (or removed)
from our call list for the occasional robo calls that we
make, please call the office at 814-942-5503.




3 ZOOM CLASSES OFFERED BY THE DIOCESE
The History of the Catholic Church in the United States by
Deacon Michael Russo. This 8-week course will be held
Tuesdays from 6:30-9:00 PM beginning February 9™. This
new course covers the Catholic Church's development in
the United States from the early discoverers of North
America, European Colonization, through the founding of
the Spanish Missions up to the beginning of the Second
Vatican Council. The purpose of the course is to trace the
origins of the various traditions of Colonial Catholicism
and discuss their influence on the growth of the Catholic
Church in the United States. Particular attention will be
given to the challenges that affected both the internal and
external changes in American Catholicism, such as the
influence of immigrants who immigrated to the United
States in the early nineteenth century, the development
of dioceses in the United States, and the growth of reli-
gious Orders and Catholic institutions. The course will dis-
cuss the evolution of patriotism, the impact of World War
Il, economic movements, government policies, and the
Catholic Church's involvement in the Industrial Revolu-
tion. The registration fee for this class is $45. If you are
interested in being a part of this "pilot" course, please
contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000. All are welcome!

Church History Zoom Class - The story of diversity, multi-
ple developments, and pluralism. In this 8-week Zoom
online class, Deacon Don Gibboney gives an overview of
Church history focusing upon Christianity in Europe from
apostolic times to the present. Classes are Wednesdays
from 6:00-8:30 PM beginning February 24", Registration
fee is $45. To register please contact the Office of Lay
Ecclesial Ministry at (814) 361-2000 or
mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All are welcome!

Zoom Christian Prayer and Spirituality Class - Adult Reli-
gious Education nurtures the lifelong development of the
whole person-body, mind, heart, and spirit. Deacon Mi-
chael Russo will be teaching the 8 week course Christian
Prayer and Spirituality via Zoom beginning Tuesday,
March 2™ from 6:30-8:30 PM. In this course participants
will explore both traditional and contemporary expres-
sions of Christian prayer and spirituality. The cost of this
course which includes registration and material fee is $55.
Registration forms are available online at
www.dioceseaj.org/lay-ecclesial-ministry/ or by calling
Marybeth at (814) 361-2000. Deadline for class registra-
tion is February 22", All are welcome!

OUR LADY OF LOURDES FEAST DAY is Thursday, February
11. Our Lady of Lourdes invites their fellow parishes to
join them for Mass at 6:00PM to celebrate and honor the
Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Saint Berna-
dette, which first took place on February 11, 1858.

Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
January 31, 2021

Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us kneel before the LorD
who made us.

© . S. Paluch Co., Inc.

— Psalm 95:6

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, January 31 — 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Andrew Dancha requested by
Frank & Nancy Mincin

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, February 1 — Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for Joseph Dardzinski requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, February 2 — The Presentation of the Lord
8:30 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Vickie Peters

Wednesday, February 3 — Weekday
5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Thursday, February 4 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by
Bill & Camilla Miller

Friday, February 5 — St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
8:30 AM - Mass for Judy Baird requested by
Samuel & Janet lanuzzi

Saturday, February 6 - Vigil of the 5™ Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Joan Litzinger requested by
Julie Sagaities

Sunday, February 7 — 5" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Mick Stefula requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18;
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32]
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14,
17-18a; Mk 6:1-6
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11;
Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9; Mk 6:14-29
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; Ps 147:1-6; 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23;
Mk 1:29-39




Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord;
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation.
Let us come into his
presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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GOD’S AUTHENTIC VOICE

Who speaks for God? How can we determine which are authentic, authoritative ex-
pressions of God’s intentions, and which are false? Today’s readings explore the
question of authority in distinct ways. In Deuteronomy, Moses prepares the people of
Israel for his coming death, indicating that God will raise up a new prophet to guide
them. Mark describes Jesus as God’s authentic voice, by the authority of his teach-
INg and the authority he commands over an unclean spirit. In both, authority comes
directly from God. Authority comes from an intimate relationship with God and with
God’s people. God’s spokesperson is one who teaches, protects, and heals the peo-
ple loved by God. As always, there is great need today for leaders in our communities
who radically trust God to work through them. Let us pray that each person who
performs in a role of leadership may speak for God with an authentic voice.

RESCUE FROM BONDAGE

Uniquely in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus’ public ministry begins with a direct confron-
tation with an unclean spirit. Today’s Gospel passage reflects a recurring theme In
Mark, that Jesus’ coming is part of a cosmic battle between God and evil forces.
It was commonly believed that many spirits were present in the world, and some
sought to control human beings. Mark asserts that in Jesus, God has come to rescue
humanity, to free us from every form ot bondage.

In today’s passage, the unclean spirit does not surrender power quietly. After com-
plaints, convulsions, and screams, the spirit finally departs. As we may witness In
own experience, that which binds us—fear, injustice, resentment—often departs only
after a mighty struggle. Confronting anything “unclean” in our hearts, our institutions,
or our society often involves a long journey toward freedom. May we sustain our ef-
forts and our trust in God, during these long struggles.

PROPHETS IN DAILY LIFE

Moses assures Israel of God’s continued presence by promising a new prophet. Like
Moses, the prophet will be raised up directly by God. But how to distinguish a true
prophet from a false one? Many claim to speak for God. The task is complicated by
the fact that often, true prophets make waves, cause trouble, and disturb how things
are normally done. Many simply don’t want to hear what God is saying, because it
threatens their privilege, comfort, or sense of identity.

Like the Israelites in today’s reading, it can be hard for us to bear the voice of God. For
God calls us out of all the ways we avoid

opening our hearts to God and to others. TODAY’S READINGS

And so, God raises up surprise prophets

In daily lifte. These are all the people and Deuteronomy 18:15-20

events who summon us to fuller maturity Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7b, 7¢c-9

In love and In faith. We are called upon to 1 Corinthians 7:32-35

always be ready for the prophetic word Mark 1:21=28

that may emerge from God’s surprises.
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God's Word for Children

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

God gave Moses a message for the people.

Part of what the Lord said is written below, but it is incorrect.
To make it right, draw a line through each boxed word
and write the correct rhyming word above it.

If you need help, read Deuteronomy 18:18 in your Bible.

“1 raise [cuP] for them a prophet
[Bike] you from among +heir [CHA,

will pu+ [shy] words irto his mouth;

he shall [bell] them all that I commandl@.”
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PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

On February 2 we will celebrate the Presentation of the Lord.
This feast takes place forty days after Christmas. It recalls the
occasion when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple when
he was forty days old to “present” him to God. Two elderly
people, a holy man named Simeon and a prophet named Anna,
greeted Jesus with great joy. Simeon took the baby in his arms and
said that Jesus would be a light to the nations.

../7'*"3

At the time of this feast the priest often blesses the candles that
will be used to light our church and our homes during the coming
year. These candles remind us of the words of Jesus: “I am the light
of the world” (John 8:12). The candle you received at your baptism
was lit from the great paschal or Christ candle in the church. It is a
reminder that Jesus calls you to be a light for others, too.

T

Look around your church today or make
a visit sometime during the week. Notice all
the different sizes and shapes of candles you
see. Where do you find them? Draw pictures
of all the different candles in your church.
Begin with the largest one, the paschal
candle that usually stands near the baptismal
font. Count the number of candles on or
near the altar. Did you notice a lit candle
é near the tabernacle? Do you see small votive
candles anywhere in your church?

2
]

\4 As you draw, think about how Jesus

is the light of your life.
Think about how you can be
a light for others.
< L=t
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship One Free
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Your Feometown Supevmarfeet
1213 W. 2nd Street « Cresson, PA 16630 « 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week « 7AM to 8:30PM
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Certified Auto Technician 400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942 Altoona, PA 16602-4102

£ Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602
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