MAGI FROM THE EAST ® ﬁ
ARRIVED IN JERUSALEM, SAYING,

“WHERE 1S THE NEWBORN KING OF THE JEWS?
WE SAW HIS STAR AT ITS RISING y
AND HAVE COME y 4
TO DO HIM HOMAGE.” /

MATTHEW 2:1—2 Y y
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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Administrative Assistant - stiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Sat. Jan.9-4:00 PM - Mark Krepich, NOT FILLED Sat. Jan. 9-4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Jim Krug , Russell O'Reilly Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. Jan. 10 -11:00 AM- Susanna Tomlinson, Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Lou Ann
Bob Olson Clark, Kenneth Gorman
ALTAR SERVERS SACRISTAN

Sat. Jan.9-4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED Sat. Jan.9-4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Evie Koch Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY SCRIP
Sat. Jan. 9 -4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Judy Sneath, Sat. Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM- Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi
Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Dan Turcovsky, Diane Turcov  Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden,
sky, Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel Marge Rudolph

Sun. Jan. 10-11:00 AM- Peg Madden, Walt Bloom,
Dolores Capriotti, Wendy Campbell
January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis -
Human fraternity §

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and -
sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all. ‘



A Few Words from the Pastor:

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY - As we celebrate today the feast of the Magi’s visit to Bethlehem, it’s important to be
reminded of how our Orthodox brothers and sisters are observing this feast. In the Orthodox church, Epiphany is cele-
brated on 19 January. Epiphany is one of three major Orthodox Christian celebrations along with Christmas and Easter.
In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany celebrates the baptism of Jesus rather than the arrival of the Magi (Three wise men)
which is celebrated on 6 January as Epiphany in the Western Church. Now you know the rest of the story!

OUR ST. JOHN 2021 CALENDARS COMING SOON - Our annual church calendar is delayed this year, but will be here in
the next week or so. Thank you for your patience.

ZOOM MEETING ON THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: Those involved in the faith formation of children
have long thought that a child’s experience of God begins at a very early age. During this “downtime” of the virus, we
are looking ahead and using our time to find ways to enhance our faith formation for the youngest of our children. A
very effective program utilized in many countries throughout the world is the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. An im-
portant initial meeting to discuss this initiative will be held on Wednesday, January 13 at 7:00 PM. If you have children
or grandchildren between the ages of 3 and 6, consider being a part of this inspiring initiative. Please email me and
you will receive the link for the Zoom meeting. In the meantime, please log on to the website of CSG: https://
www.cgsusa.org. Scroll down on that site and you will find an informative and inspiring video which explains the heart
of this program.

2021 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, JANUARY 18-25 — The resources for 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity have been prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland, a group of religious sisters from
different church traditions brought together by a common vocation of prayer, community life and hospitality and by
their commitment to Christian unity. The 2021 theme — Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) —
calls us to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creation.
While our gathering is limited due to the pandemic, we can certainly be united in our prayer for unity among all Chris-
tians!

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD -- JANUARY 24, 2021 - Last year on the feast of St Jerome, Pope Francis proclaimed
that the 3" Sunday in Ordinary Time be observed annually as the Sunday of the Word of God. He declared it "a Sunday
given over entirely to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant dialogue
between the Lord and his people. In our bulletin and in our preaching over the next few weeks we will be preparing
ourselves for this important day.

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study, which has come
back to its original Tuesday Evening. Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday!

DAILY REFLECTIONS - | have resumed my daily reflections on our website and Facebook page, reflecting upon the bless-
ing and challenge of this particular Christmas season. | will be making reference during my reflections on a new book by
Pope Francis entitled Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future. In his beautiful, pastoral way, Francis invites us not to
focus on returning to the normal, but to consider better ways that we might live more fully the call to discipleship.

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH — With a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), To Celebrate
the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis
has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and ex-
tending to the same feast in 2021. St. Joseph, pray for us!

Prayer for the Year of St. Joseph
We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.
Let us now make our prayer to him:
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.




FAITH FORMATION NEWS

. There will be no assignments this week.
The next class assignment will be
emailed Monday, January 11 - Tuesday,

* January 12.

If you have any questions about Faith

Formation, please contact Diane Ryan in

the parish office at 942-5503 or email

stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (Matthew 2:1-12 ) The Magi
in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a star. Who are the
stars your children follow? Do not
let it be the tabloid stars. Resolve in
this New Year to be the guiding star
in the life of your children.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Saint Paul spoke to the Ephe-
sians of the “stewardship of God’s grace.”

God has entrusted us with so many gifts and talents, the
breath of life, and the very means by which we can sus-
tain our existence. As disciples of Jesus we are called to
use these things to build the kingdom of God; to make
the Body of Christ strong; to change the world.
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response Response in a Nutshell,
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS,www.4LPi.com)

The three magi from the east paid homage to the Infant
Jesus with their “first fruits and gifts” of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. What gifts have | presented to the new-
born Savior that reveal who | am as a steward of God'’s
kingdom?

Stewardship at St. John’s

December 20, 2020
Envelopes S 3,393.00
Loose Offerings S 1,783.00
Children’s Offerings S 3.00
Catholic Education S 50.00
Catholic Charities S 25.00
All Souls Day S 25.00
All Saints Day S 30.00
Retirement Fund for Religious §  210.00
Immaculate Conception S 125.00
Christmas Offering $ 570.00
Christmas Flower Offering S 50.00
Subtotal S 6,264.00
Online Giving S 1,315.00
Total Offertory S 7,579.00

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423

As of November 30, 2020:
Payments/Donations $36,665
Pledge Payment Committed $200
Total Pledges/Donations $36,865

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Cari Ann e Lucy A.e Amy B. ¢ Julie Beiswenger
Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley ® Robert Cole
Michelle Cooney e Betty Dennis ¢ Jim DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty
Mary Ann Flinn e Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell e Jackie Hall ¢ Ken Hartman
Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson
Mary Jo Ivory ® Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa
Sherri Maffettone ¢ Camden Michael e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Connie R. ® Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ® Tim Temofonte e Bill Teufel
Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ¢ Len Whitten
Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Jim Duffy
Nick Podoletz - brother of Patrick Podoletz
Philip Horton - brother of Michael (Mary Grace) Horton
Carol Bismark - sister of Connie McManuels and Dee
Schmerbeck; aunt of Melissa Ringkamp
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

Consider a gift that can help you and your parish,
a ministry, or a special initiative!
Your support can do great things like:
Keep your parish operating (lights, heat, building
maintenance)
Educate a seminarian (5100 a day)
Keep kids connected to their faith (scholarships for
education and camps)
Provide care for your brothers and sisters in need
(5299 to fix a furnace)
Help families overcome life’s difficulties (marriage,
grief, and addiction counseling)
A bequest through your Will! What will you be known for
when you leave this earth? Perhaps you want your faith
to be at the top of the list. Consider leaving a legacy
through your Will. It’s simple to do by including the fol-
lowing statement when you create or amend your Will.
1 give, devise and bequeath to [the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown, or specific parish, school or ministry], or its
successor, in [city, state] all [or a percentage] of the re-
mainder of my estate, both real and personal, for use [its
general support or a specific ministry or initiative].
Need more info or help?
Visit www.dioceseaj.org/ways-to-give/




You don’t have to journey by donkey to
Bethlehem to be counted

My Own Church makes it easy!

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. On the Parish Website
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the left
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our
staff has received a request and verified your account,
you can update your information.

If you have questions, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records!

Please consider registering to
use Online Giving instead of
weekly envelopes for contribu-
tions to our parish. This can be
very convenient when you are
unable to attend mass at St.
John’s. The application provides you a convenient option
that you may access at any time. Your gift will be trans-
ferred from your preferred method of payment directly to
our parish. There’s no need to share any sensitive account
information with parish staff. We have implemented
Online Giving because it is convenient, safe and secure,
and simple. You can start, stop and change your contribu-
tions at anytime. Sign up by visiting our parish website:
stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate Online which is be-
low Parish Information on the left side of the page and
complete the online registration form.

ok @ ol .
and individuals who pur- =~ AdNW( =
chase advertising space on == —
the back cover of our bulletin, we are able to provide you
with news and information about your parish and your
faith. Take a look at the ads that run every week, and pat-
ronize our advertisers—and when you do, let them know
that you're patronizing them because you saw their ad in
our bulletin. Then thank them personally for supporting
our parish community. For information on advertising
please contact J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629.

THANK YOU: Because of
the generosity and sup-
port of those businesses

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 3, 2021

All kings shall pay him homage,
all nations shall serve him.

— Psalm 72:11

©1. . Paluch Co., Inc.

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, January 3 — Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 AM - Mass for Joyce Cordek requested by
Larry Cordek

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
6:00 PM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Joni Tirabassi

Tuesday, January 5 — St. John Neumann, Bishop
8:30 AM - Mass for Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck
requested by Dee Schmerbeck

Wednesday, January 6 — Christmas Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Judy Rosselli requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Thursday, January 7 — Christmas Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joseph Miller requested by
Becky Marshman & Dick Fry

Friday, January 8 — Christmas Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Saturday, January 9 - Vigil of Baptism of the Lord

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Barbara Jorden requested by
Lloyd & Luensmann Families

Sunday, January 10 — Baptism of the Lord

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Matthew Geishauser requested by
Cate & Roy Leister

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17,
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10
orls 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or
1Jn5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11




THE EPIPHANY

OF THE LORD

JANUARY 3, 2021

__until it came and stopped over

Behold, the star that they had s‘ee'rfzf
- atitsrising preceded them,
~ the place where the child was.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc. -
Photos: R

- © anhln Tavani/Adobe Stock,

. Excgrpta from the Lectionary for Mass
- © 2001, 1998, 1997, 193_3,,1 970, CCD.
& ATV g o w T

Matthew 2:9

IN ANUTSHELL

When | tell a story, | have a friend who prefers the “nutshell version” first. After that
she’ll listen to me ramble, but she wants to know the main point right off the bat.
When reading and hearing Sunday scriptures one may often find the nutshell by
looking at the responsorial psalm or the Gospel acclamation. From Psalm 72 we hear
“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” The verse for the Gospel acclamation is
Matthew 2:2 “We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” As a
weary world, we need to see the light, to follow with our actions and our words. This
Is the same hope that is echoed in Isaiah 60:2 “See, darkness covers the earth, / and
thick clouds cover the peoples; / but upon you the Lorp shines, / and over you ap-
pears his glory.” Don’t give up, friends. You must shine!

SEARCHING

In Matthew’s Gospel today we see two extremely different perspectives, two differ-
ent reasons for searching for Jesus. In some ways, this resembles the polarization of
our nation Iin today’s time. What one group sees as good for the nation, those with
opposing views think will wreck the country. The Magi were astrologers who saw a
vision In the sky and were trying to find a way to follow it and discover the new King
of the Jews. Herod heard about this king, and his reaction was dark and negative.
He saw the birth of such a king as a threat to his power as the Roman leader of the
country and wanted the Magi to pass on to him what they knew about this Christ
child. Similarly, on a more personal level, we can either feel threatened or excited by
changes that may come, depending on our perspective.

GIVING HOMAGE

In our minds, It Is easy to mix up bits and pieces from Luke’s account of the shep-
herds coming to see Jesus in the stable and the story of the magi. Clearly, it has
taken the magi time to get here, and the reading speaks ot them coming to the
house where the star led them. Nevertheless, they “prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened their treasures . . .”

How do we do this? Do we continue looking for Jesus, even It takes a while and he
IS not where we expect to see him? Are we paying attention to the signs showing us
the way? What gifts do we have with which to pay him homage? After seeing him, the
Magi were warned in a dream not to go back the way they came. But it we have seen
the Christ child, how can we go back to

where we were? \We must continue to TODAY’S READINGS
respond to God’s call to move forward

and grow In our lives. We must seek the Isaiah 60°:1-6

right and just path and turn away from the Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
“Herods” and inherent evils in our life. Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Nutshell: Seek God. Pay homage. Amen. Matthew 2:1-12



God's Word for Children

When Jesus was born, God placed a special star in the sky.
It brought Wise Men to the place where Jesus was.
Look at the top star.

Then finish drawing the others so they look like it.

Epiphany of the Lord

Before Jesus was born, the prophet Micah wrote that
Bethlehem would be an important place (Micah 5:1).
Draw a line through the first word and then every other word after that.
The words that are left will tell you part of what was written
about this famous town.

When

sent

decide

©).S. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year B * Epiphany of the Lord

Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. used by permission of the copyright owner. Al rights reserved.

No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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ALL SHALL COME BEARING GIFTS

The prophet Isaiah foresaw that knowledge of the Messiah would spread to foreign lands.

Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah;
All from Sheba shall come
bearing gold and frankincense,
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. (Isaiah 60:6)

Many different people heard the news about the Messiah. Some called him a new king. Wise
men from the East went searching for him. They stopped in Jerusalem to ask where they could find
the newborn king. They brought gifts, just like the ones Isaiah mentioned. Isaiah knew that when
the Messiah came he would be for all people. Jesus came to give his life for everyone for all times.

If you had a chance to travel with the wise men, what gift would you bring? Think about the many
gifts you have. Your gift might not be something you can carry or see. It might be something inside
you that you can share with Jesus and with others, like your sense of humor. Draw a picture of
your gift. Remember, you do share your gift with Jesus each time you share it with another person.
Add the picture to your booklet.

The Christmas season ends today.
Keep your booklet with your Christmas decorations so you can look at it again next Advent.
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship One Free
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Your Feometown Supevmarfeet
1213 W. 2nd Street « Cresson, PA 16630 « 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week « 7AM to 8:30PM
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Certified Auto Technician 400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942 Altoona, PA 16602-4102

£ Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
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Ask For Us By Name!!!
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