
LECTORS 
Sat.  Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM -  Mark Krepich, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Jim Krug , Russell O’Reilly 
Sun. Jan. 10 -11:00 AM- Susanna Tomlinson,  
              Bob Olson  

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat.  Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Evie Koch 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat.  Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Judy Sneath,  
        Betsy Lloyd,  NOT FILLED  
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Dan Turcovsky, Diane Turcov
                  sky, Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel 
Sun. Jan. 10 -11:00 AM- Peg Madden, Walt Bloom, 
                   Dolores Capriotti, Wendy Campbell 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.  Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM -  Connie Baker 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Lou Ann 
               Clark, Kenneth Gorman 

SACRISTAN 
Sat.  Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 

SCRIP 
Sat. Jan. 9 - 4:00 PM-  Julie Beiswenger, Chris Palazzi 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky 
Sun. Jan. 10 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden,  
               Marge Rudolph 

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   

 PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com  

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 

KrisƟna Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlanƟcbb.net  

Deborah Johnson -  Director of Music/Pastoral Associate  - dj219@msn.com 

Diane Ryan - AdministraƟve Assistant - stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net 

Mark Krepich - Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon for Adults  - mark.krepich@gmail.com 

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

January Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 

Human fraternity  

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and  
sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY – As we celebrate today the feast of the Magi’s visit to Bethlehem, it’s important to be 
reminded of how our Orthodox brothers and sisters are observing this feast. In the Orthodox church, Epiphany is cele-
brated on 19 January. Epiphany is one of three major Orthodox ChrisƟan celebraƟons along with Christmas and Easter. 
In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany celebrates the bapƟsm of Jesus rather than the arrival of the Magi (Three wise men) 
which is celebrated on 6 January as Epiphany in the Western Church.  Now you know the rest of the story! 

OUR ST. JOHN 2021 CALENDARS COMING SOON – Our annual church calendar is delayed this year, but will be here in 
the next week or so. Thank you for your paƟence. 

ZOOM MEETING ON THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:  Those involved in the faith formaƟon of children 
have long thought that a child’s experience of God begins at a very early age. During this “downƟme” of the virus, we 
are looking ahead and using our Ɵme to find ways to enhance our faith formaƟon for the youngest of our children. A 
very effecƟve program uƟlized in many countries throughout the world is the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  An im-
portant iniƟal meeƟng to discuss this iniƟaƟve will be held on Wednesday, January 13 at 7:00 PM.  If you have children 
or grandchildren between the ages of 3 and 6, consider being a part of this inspiring iniƟaƟve.  Please email me and 
you will receive the link for the Zoom meeƟng.  In the meanƟme, please log on to the website of CSG:  hƩps://
www.cgsusa.org.  Scroll down on that site and you will find an informaƟve and inspiring video which explains the heart 
of this program.   

2021 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, JANUARY 18-25 – The resources for 2021 Week of Prayer for ChrisƟan 
Unity have been prepared by the MonasƟc Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland, a group of religious sisters from 
different church tradiƟons brought together by a common vocaƟon of prayer, community life and hospitality and by 
their commitment to ChrisƟan unity.  The 2021 theme – Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) – 
calls us to pray and to work for reconciliaƟon and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creaƟon.  
While our gathering is limited due to the pandemic, we can certainly be united in our prayer for unity among all Chris-
Ɵans! 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD -- JANUARY 24, 2021 – Last year on the feast of St Jerome,  Pope Francis proclaimed 
that the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time be observed annually as the Sunday of the Word of God. He declared it "a Sunday 
given over enƟrely to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhausƟble riches contained in that constant dialogue 
between the Lord and his people.  In our bulleƟn and in our preaching over the next few weeks we will be preparing 
ourselves for this important day. 

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING -  All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study, which has come 
back to its original Tuesday Evening.   Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday!   

DAILY REFLECTIONS - I have resumed my daily reflecƟons on our website and Facebook page, reflecƟng upon the bless-
ing and challenge of this parƟcular Christmas season. I will be making reference during my reflecƟons on a new book by 
Pope Francis enƟtled Let Us Dream: The Path to a BeƩer Future. In his beauƟful, pastoral way, Francis invites us not to 
focus on returning to the normal, but to consider beƩer ways that we might live more fully the call to discipleship.  

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH – With a new Apostolic LeƩer enƟtled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), To Celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaraƟon of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis 
has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate ConcepƟon 2020 and ex-
tending to the same feast in 2021. St. Joseph, pray for us! 

Prayer for the Year of St. Joseph 
We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion. 

Let us now make our prayer to him: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen. 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Aiden • Cari Ann • Lucy A.• Amy B. • Julie Beiswenger 
ScoƩ Brenneman • Dan Burley • Robert Cole  

Michelle Cooney  • BeƩy Dennis • Jim DeStefano  
Michael DeStefano • Bernadine Farrell • Kathy Felty  

Mary Ann Flinn •  Helen Fornwalt • Leann Frazier 
Molly Grenfell • Jackie Hall • Ken Hartman  

Denny Horton • Randy Horton • Alexandra Hudson 
Mary Jo Ivory • Amy Langenbacher • Lisa  

Sherri MaffeƩone • Camden Michael • Susie Miller  
Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers • Patricia Olson  

Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher • Karen Price  
Ron Peschock • Connie R. • Mary Rajnish  

Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • Allison Ritchey  
Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank  

Anne Showalter • Tim Temofonte • Bill Teufel  
Kathy Wagner • Lois Werfel • Len WhiƩen 

Milan & Family  

HOME WITH THE LORD 
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:  

Jim Duffy 
Nick Podoletz - brother of Patrick Podoletz 

 Philip Horton - brother of Michael (Mary Grace) Horton 
Carol Bismark - sister of Connie McManuels and Dee 

Schmerbeck; aunt of Melissa Ringkamp  
 May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Saint Paul spoke to the Ephe-
sians of the “stewardship of God’s grace.”  
God has entrusted us with so many giŌs and talents, the 
breath of life, and the very means by which we can sus-
tain our existence. As disciples of Jesus we are called to 
use these things to build the kingdom of God; to make 
the Body of Christ strong; to change the world. 
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response Response in a Nutshell, 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS,www.4LPi.com) 
The three magi from the east paid homage to the Infant 
Jesus with their “first fruits and giŌs” of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. What giŌs have I presented to the new-
born Savior that reveal who I am as a steward of God’s 
kingdom?  

 Stewardship at St. John’s 
December 20, 2020 

 Envelopes          $   3,393.00 
  Loose Offerings         $   1,783.00  
 Children’s Offerings  $           3.00 
 Catholic EducaƟon  $         50.00 
 Catholic ChariƟes  $         25.00 
 All Souls Day   $         25.00 
 All Saints Day     $         30.00 
 ReƟrement Fund for Religious $       210.00 
 Immaculate ConcepƟon  $       125.00
 Christmas Offering  $       570.00 
 Christmas Flower Offering $         50.00 
 Subtotal         $   6,264.00 
 Online Giving          $   1,315.00 
 Total Offertory          $   7,579.00 

 

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423 
As of November 30, 2020: 

Payments/DonaƟons  $36,665 
Pledge Payment CommiƩed  $200 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $36,865 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

There will be no assignments this week. 
The next class assignment will be 
emailed Monday, January 11 - Tuesday, 
January 12. 
If you have any quesƟons about Faith 
FormaƟon, please contact Diane Ryan in 
the parish office at 942-5503 or email 
stjohnsecretary@atlanƟcbb.net. 

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (MaƩhew 2:1-12 )  The Magi 
in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a star. Who are the 
stars your children follow? Do not 
let it be the tabloid stars. Resolve in 
this New Year to be the guiding star 
in the life of your children.   

Consider a giŌ that can help you and your parish,  
a ministry, or a special iniƟaƟve!   

Your support can do great things like: 
Keep your parish operaƟng (lights, heat, building 

maintenance) 
Educate a seminarian ($100 a day) 
Keep kids connected to their faith (scholarships for 

educaƟon and camps) 
Provide care for your brothers and sisters in need 

($299 to fix a furnace) 
Help families overcome life’s difficulƟes (marriage, 

grief, and addicƟon counseling) 
A bequest through your Will! What will you be known for 
when you leave this earth? Perhaps you want your faith 
to be at the top of the list. Consider leaving a legacy 
through your Will.  It’s simple to do by including the fol-
lowing statement when you create or amend your Will. 
I give, devise and bequeath to [the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown, or specific parish, school or ministry], or its 
successor, in [city, state] all [or a percentage] of the re-
mainder of my estate, both real and personal, for use [its 
general support or a specific ministry or iniƟaƟve]. 
Need more info or help?  
Visit www.dioceseaj.org/ways-to-give/  



THANK YOU: Because of 
the generosity and sup-
port of those businesses 
and individuals who pur-
chase adverƟsing space on 
the back cover of our bulleƟn, we are able to provide you 
with news and informaƟon about your parish and your 
faith. Take a look at the ads that run every week, and pat-
ronize our adverƟsers—and when you do, let them know 
that you're patronizing them because you saw their ad in 
our bulleƟn. Then thank them personally for supporƟng 
our parish community. For informaƟon on adverƟsing 
please contact J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629. 

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist 
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at 
stjohnsaltoona.org  and click on the My Own Church link 
on the leŌ side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your informaƟon. If anything has changed, go ahead 
and update your info, and our staff will be noƟfied. 
If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great 
Ɵme to create an account. On the Parish Website 
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the leŌ 
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our 
staff has received a request and verified your account, 
you can update your informaƟon. 
If you have quesƟons, please call the church office at 814-
942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; 
  Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; 
  Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; 
  Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 
  or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38 or 
  1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, January 3 – Epiphany of the Lord  
8:00 AM - Mass for Joyce Cordek requested by 
     Larry Cordek  
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Monday, January 4 – St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
6:00 PM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by   
    Joni Tirabassi 

Tuesday, January 5 – St. John Neumann, Bishop 
8:30 AM - Mass for Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck 
     requested by Dee Schmerbeck 

Wednesday, January 6 – Christmas Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Judy Rosselli requested by 
     Richard & Joyce Lowe  

Thursday, January 7 – Christmas Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Joseph Miller requested by 
     Becky Marshman & Dick Fry 

Friday, January 8 – Christmas Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson  

Saturday, January 9 - Vigil of BapƟsm of the Lord  
3:00 PM - Confessions 
4:00 PM - Mass for Barbara Jorden requested by  
     Lloyd & Luensmann Families 

Sunday, January 10 – BapƟsm of the Lord  
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for MaƩhew Geishauser requested by 
       Cate & Roy Leister 
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Please consider registering to 
use Online Giving instead of 
weekly envelopes for contribu-
Ɵons to our parish. This can be 
very convenient when you are 
unable to aƩend mass at St. 

John’s. The applicaƟon provides you a convenient opƟon 
that you may access at any Ɵme. Your giŌ will be trans-
ferred from your preferred method of payment directly to 
our parish. There’s no need to share any sensiƟve account 
informaƟon with parish staff. We have implemented 
Online Giving because it is convenient, safe and secure, 
and simple. You can start, stop and change your contribu-
Ɵons at anyƟme.  Sign up by visiƟng our parish website: 
stjohnsaltoona.org.  Click on Donate Online which is be-
low Parish InformaƟon on the leŌ side of the page and 
complete the online registraƟon form. 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost  of material.

 Offer expires 9/30/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Your Hometown Supermarket 
1213 W. 2nd Street • Cresson, PA 16630 • 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week • 7AM to 8:30PM

$5 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE

WITH CARD
With coupon excluding items prohibited by law. Limit 1 coupon per week. 

PLU Code: 9845

Cresson

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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