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[— Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
bl Ken Dunmire - Maintenance
O NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS
, LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
L ‘ Sat. Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, NOT FILLED Sat. Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Judy Sneath,
%24 Sun.Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM - Dan Turcovsky, Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED
::= Diane Turcovsky Sun. Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Helen Miller,
A 4/ sun. Jan. 17 -11:00 AM- Barbara Bundy, Mike O'Neill, Jane Strasser
’ Patrick Schurr Sun. Jan. 17 -11:00 AM- Peg Madden, Walt Bloom,
; ALTAR SERVERS Mary Grace Horton, Patrick Podoletz
Sat. Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, Ryan Donoughe SACRISTAN

Sun. Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley Sat.Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King
Sun. Jan. 17 - 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED ~ Sun.Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

i EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. Jan. 17 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
N Sat.Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker SCRIP
2 Sun. Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci Sat. Jan. 16 - 4:00 PM- Julie Beiswenger, Mary Haenig
. Sun. Jan. 17 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Lou Ann  Sun.Jan. 17 - 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi, Heather
S Clark, Susanna Tomlinson Yasolsky
Sun. Jan. 17- 11:00 AM- Peg Madden,
E Marge Rudolph
; January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis Y
Z Human fraternity &
i May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and 2

sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.



A Few Words from the Pastor:

OUR ST. JOHN 2021 CALENDARS COMING SOON - Our annual church calendar is delayed this year, but will be here in
the next week or so. Thank you for your patience.

ZOOM MEETING ON THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: Those involved in the faith formation of children
have long thought that a child’s experience of God begins at a very early age. During this “downtime” of the virus, we
are looking ahead and using our time to find ways to enhance our faith formation for the youngest of our children. A
very effective program utilized in many countries throughout the world is the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. An im-
portant initial meeting to discuss this initiative will be held on Wednesday, January 13 at 7:00 PM. If you have children
or grandchildren between the ages of 3 and 6, consider being a part of this inspiring initiative. Please email me and
you will receive the link for the Zoom meeting. In the meantime, please log on to the website of CSG: https://
www.cgsusa.org. Scroll down on that site and you will find an informative and inspiring video which explains the heart
of this program.

DAILY REFLECTIONS — LIVING THE VIRTUOUS LIFE: This past week my daily mediations considered an array of Ameri-
can Saints. This coming week, | will be speaking about Virtues. The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines virtue as
"a habitual and firm disposition to do the good." Traditionally, the seven Christian virtues or heavenly virtues combine
the four classical cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, temperance, and courage with the three theological virtues of
faith, hope, and charity. This is a good way to begin the New Year, committing oneself to a virtuous life.

2021 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, JANUARY 18-25 — The resources for 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity have been prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland, a group of religious sisters from
different church traditions brought together by a common vocation of prayer, community life and hospitality and by
their commitment to Christian unity. The 2021 theme — Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) —
calls us to pray and to work for reconciliation and unity in the church, with our human family, and with all of creation.
While our gathering is limited due to the pandemic, we can certainly be united in our prayer for unity among all Chris-
tians!

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD -- JANUARY 24, 2021 — Last year on the feast of St Jerome, Pope Francis proclaimed
that the 3™ Sunday in Ordinary Time be observed annually as the Sunday of the Word of God. He declared it "a Sunday
given over entirely to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant dialogue
between the Lord and his people. In our bulletin and in our preaching over the next few weeks we will be preparing
ourselves for this important day.

10TH GRADE CONFIRMATION CLASS - This Sunday, January 10, our 10th grade Confirmation students will be present-
ed to the parish in the Rite of Commitment. Congratulations to Andrew Abraham, Caitlin Conigy, Mai Linh Do, Ryan
Donoughe, Luke Noel, Matthew Woolridge and Erika Yasolsky as they take this important step in continuing their prep-
aration for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Christmas Letter from Haiti
Dear Mary Lee and Sister Parish family,

We are in the end of 2020. A year that has been very difficult but God has given us grace. We say thank you to Him for all His Bless
ings. | would also like to take the opportunity of the end of this year celebrations to present to you, on behalf of my parishioners
and on my personal name, our sincere best wishes and thanks for all your blessings. It’s been a difficult year, but you haven't
stopped helping us. The community of the parish wishes you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021full of hope, joy and
peace.

From the bottom of the heart, we thank all of you very much for all your support. In this difficult time words would not be enough
to thank each of you for all the sacrifices that you have done in order to keep alive our mission in Saint Peter and Saint Paul parish.
We are very grateful to you all for your kindness and we assure you of our sincere prayers.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021. May the blessing of God be upon you abundantly.
In Jesus Christ,
Fr. Banive Peralte




i FAITH FORMATION NEWS

EJanuary 10 @ 11:00 Mass - Rite of Commitment for 10th

! grade Confirmation students and parents.

.January 24 @ 11:00 Mass - Rite of Blessing for 9th grade
Confirmation students and parents.

[ If you have any questions about Faith Formation, please

 contact Diane Ryan in the parish office at 942-5503 or

é email stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: (Mark 1:7-11)

The gospel today points to Jesus’ humanity; like us He
needed RECOGNITION (“You are my Son”), AFFFECTION
(“My Beloved Son”) and AFFIRMANTION (“With you | am
well pleased.”). In our families it is easy to focus on irri-
tating behaviors and take for granted all the positives.
This New Year take a lesson from God the Father, be an
AFFIRMER and not a BLAMER.

Reprinted with permission: A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Today we celebrate the Baptism
of the Lord. The U.S. bishops’ stewardship pastoral letter
reminds us about “a fundamental obligation arising from
the sacrament of baptism: that the people place their
gifts, their resources, and themselves at God’s service in
and through the Church...by proclaiming and teaching,
serving and sanctifying.” (Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,
USCCB, 1992)

Can you say that you are fulfilling the obligation to be a
servant king in your baptismal role as Jesus did?

Stewardship at St. John’s

December 27, 2020
Envelopes S 4,191.00
Loose Offerings S 507.00
Catholic Education S 10.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 160.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $ 12.00
Immaculate Conception S 11.00
Christmas Offering S 5,771.00
Christmas Flower Offering S 11.00
Food Bank Donation S 185.00
Subtotal 5$10,858.00
Online Giving S 1,415.00
Total Offertory $12,273.00

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - 544,423
As of November 30, 2020:
Payments/Donations $36,665
Pledge Payment Committed $200
Total Pledges/Donations $36,865

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $165,787
Pledge Payment Committed 16,967
Total Pledges/Donations $182,754

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Cari Ann ® Amy B.e Scott Brenneman
Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole e Michelle Cooney
Betty Dennis ¢ Jim DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano
Bernadine Farrell  Kathy Felty ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier ® Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman ¢ Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton
Alexandra Hudson e Mary Jo Ivory ¢ Amy Langenbacher
Lisa e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Camden Michael
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers
Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Connie R. ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph e Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter e Tim Temofonte e Bill Teufel
Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ® Len Whitten
Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD
Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of:
Peter Stoltzfus - son of Susan Podoletz
Diane Long - mother of Melissa (Chris) Ringkamp,
sister of Ginger Cooney and Becky Merilli
Jeldo J. Evangelisto - father of Gary (Denise) Evangelisto
Joan Litzinger - sister of Nancy Fogel
mother-in-law of Carole Litzinger
Andrew Dancha, Jr.
Jim Duffy
Nick Podoletz - brother of Patrick Podoletz
Philip Horton - brother of Michael (Mary Grace) Horton
Carol Bismark - sister of Connie McManuels and Dee
Schmerbeck; aunt of Melissa Ringkamp
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. On the Parish Website
(stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own Church on the left
side of the homepage and create an account. Once our
staff has received a request and verified your account,
you can update your information.

If you have questions,
please call the church
office at 814-942-5503.
Thanks for helping us
update our records!

My Own Church: 3 Simple Steps to Get S;_arted

-
1. Hit the Button

2. Create your Login

3. View and Update your Informatiofl <




St. Benedict Church Bible Study Continues on
Saturday Morning (9:30-11:30 AM)

The St. Benedict Church weekly Bible Study continues on
Zoom. The new study is titled, “Understanding the Word
of God Written in the Words of Man.” This will be an in-
depth look at the Bible through the lens of Salvation His-
tory as God reveals himself and his plan to us. Please con-
tact Deacon Michael if you would like to join the group
(Michael.russo@atlantibb.net). Your email address will be
needed to send the Zoom link to you. Zoom is easy to use
on your computer or mobile device and detailed instruc-
tions and assistance will be provided. Don’t worry if you
have missed a session or are unable to join us on Saturday
mornings. Each Bible Study class will be recorded and
offered on YouTube not only for our diocese but to any-
one who would like to hear the study, including our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters in other parts of the world.
Handouts can be downloaded from the St. Benedict
Church website (stbenedictchurch.org) website. All are
welcome!

Please consider registering to
use Online Giving instead of
weekly envelopes for contribu-
4| tions to our parish. This can be
very convenient when you are
unable to attend mass at St.
John’s. The application provides you a convenient option
that you may access at any time. Your gift will be trans-
ferred from your preferred method of payment directly to
our parish. There’s no need to share any sensitive account
information with parish staff. We have implemented
Online Giving because it is convenient, safe and secure,
and simple. You can start, stop and change your contribu-
tions at anytime. Sign up by visiting our parish website:
stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate Online which is be-
low Parish Information on the left side of the page and
complete the online registration form.

PO
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Volunteers Needed!
Pinnacle Palliative Care, a Catholic palliative and hospice
care company, is looking for volunteers for the following:
Patient Sitters
Bereavement
Clerical Assistance
Public Relations
Crafters (sewing, knitting card making, etc.)
Pinnacle volunteers will be oriented in our training pro-
gram to ensure you have the proper skills for patients and
their families. For more information, please contact Sarah
Marchi at Pinnacle Palliative Care at 814-201-2532.
“It is to those who have the most need of us that we ought to
show our love more especially” - Saint Francis de Sales

The Baptism of the Lord
January 10, 2021

All you who are thirsty, come to the water!

— Isaiah 55:1

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, January 10 — Baptism of the Lord

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Matthew Geishauser requested by
Cate & Roy Leister

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, January 11 — Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for Josephine Sclafani requested by
Ray & Mary King

Tuesday, January 12 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Doug & Patty Meintel

Wednesday, January 13 — Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by
Pat & Joanne Smith

Thursday, January 14 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Friday, January 15 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joseph Lehman requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Saturday, January 16 - Vigil of the 2" Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Guido Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

Sunday, January 17 — 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Ryan Ergler requested by
Ed & Debbie Ergler
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6¢c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;

1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42
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WATER

It may seem obvious that the theme for the Baptism of the Lord is “water,” but when one
spends time with the readings today, one can see many different connotations for that
water and its power. Isaiah calls the poor who are thirsty and tired to come to the water
and take the spiritual food and drink that will be provided if we but seek the Lord. Here,
God is both destination and consolation. The responsorial psalm follows suit with the im-
age of drawing water from the springs of salvation. 1 John takes us to the reality of Christ
as eucharist: not only Jesus’ birth and baptism, but his death, as we hear that Jesus
came “by water and by blood.” The Gospel depicts John baptizing Jesus with water, and
the Spirit baptizing Jesus. We experience both the humanity and the divinity of Christ.
Indeed, water has much power to save us.

BEING THE MESSENGER

When we go to a pop music concert, there is often an opening act. Usually they are a
young group on their way up, or older musicians who are past their prime and still hang-
INg on In the business. This is indeed a hard job. In the comedy world it is the same thing.
You have to warm up the crowd. You are not who they are coming to see, and audiences
may be unresponsive, come in late, or not pay a lot of attention. Yet John had no problem
being the opening act, the messenger, the harbinger of faith for Jesus. He was very de-
vout In his faith and knew what his role was. Many Jews were actively seeking a messiah,
and he was quick to let them know that he was not the one for whom they were waiting. “I
have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Yet he conducted
his ministry with faith and hope.

BEING THE MESSAGE

As John humbly carried out his mission and Jesus accepted this simple baptism by John,
the Holy Spirit indeed came down upon Jesus, and God proclaimed for the first time,
“You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” Thus Jesus began his formal min-
Istry. There must have been much that he already knew, but also much that he uncovered
each day in his encounters with the disciples and the crowds. As he responded “yes” to
the Father over and over, his thirst was quenched and his spirit strengthened.

How many times do we witness baptisms in the parish? The priest ministers with simple
elements of water and oll, but the Spirit is called down each time. Every time we partic-
Ipate, we are experiencing the message, experiencing the call again. How many times
have we blessed ourselves with holy water, or participated in a sprinkling rite? Yet in
these days, when church fonts are empty
due to safety precautions, we need to re-

member those other times, trust in God, TODAY'’S READINGS

and sing the prayer of Isaiah in our hearts

about drawing the water joyfully. We must Isa!ah 55:1-11
trust in the message. We must become the Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6
message of God’s saving action through 1 John 5:1-9

our baptism and our lives. Mark 1:7-11




God sent Jesus to set us free from our sins. GOd ! S Wor'd fOl" Childr'en

Like prisoners being released from jail,
we are joyful and grateful!
Keep this in mind as you lead the people out of
the dungeon and up to freedom!

_ @G@@ é{@@ :‘ The Baptism of the Lord
7/ : o

John baptized Jesus!
‘ What an honor that must have been!
r 3 : Afterwards the heavens opened and
the Holy Spirit came down in a special form.

(-2
o To find what that was, follow the directions.
% Color all even numbers white. Color all odd numbers blue.
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Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.




Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized in the Jordan by John.

Mark 1:9

THE LAND OF ISRAEL LEBANON

Jesus was baptized in the river Jordan in the land of Israel. S
Find the river on this map and color it blue. The river Jordan s
connects two seas, the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee.
Nothing can live in the Dead Sea because the water is very
salty, six times saltier than the ocean. Color this sea green.
The Sea of Galilee, however, is alive with fish —

SYRIA

(SR

and plants. Color this sea blue and draw some S

fish in it. Jesus called his first apostles on the s Sea of
shore of the Sea of Galilee. You might RSN Galilee
recognize the names of some of the

Mediterranean ..

many towns near this sea from the Sea {} Jordan
stories about Jesus. Fill in the blanks ”’“‘ Jf « River
above the descriptions with the correct T JERUSALEM
name of the town. - *

N— » JORDAN

BETHLEHEM

R — | Dead
The city where Jesus was born. ~ Sea

Mary lived in this town before ISRAEL
Jesus was born, and Jesus lived here

until he began preaching.

EGYPT

desus, his mother, and his apostles
attended a wedding in this town.
Here Jesus performed his first miracle.

The city where Jesus was crucified.
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