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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

December 24 Christmas Eve - 2:00 PM e 4:00 PM e 10:00 PM
December 25 Christmas Day - 8:00 AM ¢ 10:00 AM

Limited seating available. Please call 942-5503 to make a reservation.

LECTORS
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 2:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Jim Campbell
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Gary Johnson,

Richard Consiglio
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Dave Andrews, James Krug
Fri. Dec. 25- 8:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Bill Foose, Richard Karcher
Sat. Dec. 26 -4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM -Diane Turcovsky,

Dan Turcovsky
Sun. Dec. 27 -11:00 AM- Bill Foose, Norma Foose
SACRISTAN
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 2:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Barbara Bundy
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25- 8:00 AM - NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 26 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 27 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED
ALTAR SERVERS

Thurs. Dec. 24 - 2:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Amber Yasolsky, Emily Miller,

Ethan Miller, Keaton Swope
Thurs. Dec. 24 -10:00 PM -Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley
Fri. Dec. 25- 8:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 26 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, Sophia Raneri
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM - Emily Miller, Ethan Miller
Sun. Dec. 27 - 11:00 AM - Evie Koch, Estella Koch

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 2:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Kenneth Gorman, Walter
Bloom, Cecelia Bloom
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Bob Olson, Connie Baker,
NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25- 8:00 AM - NOT FILLED
Fri. Dec. 25 -10:00 AM -Susanna Tomlinson, NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 26 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 27 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Lou Ann Clark
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 2:00 PM - Ray Kennedy, NOT FILLED (3)
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Charlie Moore, Ginny Reeder,
Peg Madden, Carolyn English
Thurs. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - NOT FILLED (4)
Fri. Dec. 25- 8:00 AM -NOT FILLED (4)
Fri. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM -Billy Sweet, NOT FILLED (3)
Sat. Dec. 26 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, NOT FILLED,
NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, NOT FILLED
Paula VanSickel, Larry VanSickel
Sun. Dec. 27 -11:00 AM- Walt Bloom, Peg Madden,
Mary Grace Horton, Patrick Podoletz
SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 26 - 4:00 PM- Chris Palazzi, Becky Merilli
Sun. Dec. 27 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Dec. 27 - 11:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED




A Few Words from the Pastor:

OUR GRATITUDE - The unmatched generosity of St. John’s parishioners has again been shown in the outpouring of
gifts which have been given to needy children through our annual Angel Tree. Many smiles will come upon many faces
this Christmas! A special thanks to Susanna Tomlinson for her help in coordinating this very worthy project!

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH — With a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis
marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To
celebrate the anniversary, Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending to the same feast in 2021.

In this letter, Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient
father, an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows. The Holy
Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more
clearly the importance of “ordinary” people who, though far from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every
day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who
nonetheless played “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” St. Joseph, pray for us!

RESERVATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES - To accommodate the large number of families who attend Mass on Christ-
mas, we have added some additional Masses to our schedule. Masses on Christmas Eve will be at 2 PM and 4 PM, with
the later Mass at 10 PM. On Christmas morning we will celebrate Mass at both 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock. Communion
will be distributed in the front circle at 11:30. So that we are not overcrowded at any one Mass, we are going to ask
that you make reservations. Please call the office (942-5503) at your earliest convenience to reserve your seat!!

CONFESSIONS - Because of the seriousness of the Covid virus, and the need to minimize gatherings, the Bishop has
asked that we not celebrate parish communal penance services. He asks instead that we provide ample opportunity
for parishioners to come for individual confession in the days leading up to Christmas. Thus, between now and Christ-
mas, | will be available following each weekend Mass, along with a visiting priest to assist. This will be in addition to
confessions before and after our Monday and Wednesday Evening Masses. Of course, you may always call me at the
rectory for an individual confession.

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study, which has come
back to its original Tuesday Evening. Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday!

DAILY REFLECTIONS - | have resumed my daily reflections on our website and Facebook page, reflecting upon the bless-
ing and challenge of this particular Advent season. | will be making reference during my reflections on a new book by
Pope Francis entitled Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future. In his beautiful, pastoral way, Francis invites us not to
focus on returning to the normal, but to consider better ways that we might live more fully the call to discipleship.

Prayer for the Year of St. Joseph
We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion.
Let us now make our prayer to him:

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;

in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.




: FAITH FORMATION NEWS l
1 There will be no assignments made the week of Decem- :
i ber 27 and January 3. If you have any questions, please |

: contact Diane Ryan in the parish office at 942-5503 or
i email stjohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net.

THANKS FOR GIVING!: “We are conscious of the great
generosity of the many benefactors who support the Re-
tirement Fund for Religious each year,” says a Catholic
sister. “Support from the fund has been a tremendous
blessing to our retired sisters.” Thank you for donating to
last week’s second collection.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: After Jesus it is the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary who by her example teaches most perfectly the
meaning of discipleship and stewardship in their fullest
sense. The truest essential elements are found in her life:
she was called and gifted by God; she responded gener-
ously. Creatively, and prudently; she understood the di-
vinely assigned role as ‘handmaid’ in terms of service and
fidelity. (Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, USCCB, 1992)
May you allow God to change your plans in order to fulfill
His. May you respond generously to the faithfulness of
God as Mary did.

Stewardship at St. John’s

December 6, 2020
Envelopes S 6,039.00
Loose Offerings S 356.00
Children’s Offerings S 2.00
Catholic Education S 90.00
Catholic Charities S 75.00
Solemnity of Mary S 75.00
All Souls Day S 100.00
World Mission Sunday S 40.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $  200.00
Immaculate Conception S 215.00
Christmas Flower Offering S 1,005.00
Christmas Offering S 295.00
Food Bank Collection S 215.00
Subtotal S 8,707.00
Online Giving S 3,328.00
Total Offertory $12,035.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $165,113
Pledge Payment Committed 17,251
Total Pledges/Donations $182,364

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Aiden e Cari Ann e Lucy A.e Amy B. ® Monsignor Becker
Julie Beiswenger ¢ Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley
Robert Cole ¢ Betty Dennis ® Michael DeStefano
Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier e Molly Grenfell
Jackie Hall ¢ Ken Hartman ¢ Denny Horton
Randy Horton e Alexandra Hudson ¢ Mary Jo Ivory
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa e Sherri Maffettone
Camden Michael e Susie Miller e Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers e Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher e Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Connie R.
Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley
Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank e Anne Showalter ¢ Dick Showalter
Steve Stefanon ¢ Tim Temofonte e Patty Teufel
Kathy Wagner ¢ Lois Werfel ¢ Len Whitten
Milan & Family

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE 2020:
During this special year, through
Catholic Charities our parish
helped 10 children with Christmas
gifts and eight families with gift
cards to Martins and Walmart. Thank you!

We were able to buy a new Christmas Tree for a family in
great need. You are true Angels and your generosity and
prayers helped so many. The Angel Tree can only exist for
25 plus years because you care. The food you bring each
month, coats for children all attest to your acts of Mercy
and your Love of God. Looking forward to a blessed year
as we build a loving community! Susanna Tomlinson

> An gel Tree

OPLATKI, THE CHRISTMAS WAFER: Oplatki is available in
the Gathering Space. This is a tradition from Eastern Eu-
rope, especially Poland. Oplatki are used at Christmas
Eve celebrations as a reminder of our sharing in the Body
of Christ. These wafers are embossed with Christmas re-
lated religious images. It is broken and shared before
Wigilia, the Christmas Eve dinner!

PASTORAL STAFF

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com

Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Administrative Assistant - stjiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net

Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com

December Prayer Intention of
Pope Francis
For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our
personal relationship
with Jesus Christ be
nourished by the
Word of God and a
life of prayer.




THERE’S STILL TIME TO SUPPORT THE 2020 CATHOLIC
MINSITRIES DRIVE: Catholic Charities, Family Life, Semi-
narian education, youth ministry, and adult education are
14 ministries that rely on parishioner support of the Cath-
olic Ministries Drive to survive and thrive.

You can mail your gift to the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown, P.O. Box 409, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648; place
in your parish offertory; or make online at
www.dioceseaj.org/giving

Gifts must be postmarked by December 31, 2020, to
receive a tax deduction for 2020!

YEAR-END GIVING OPPORTUNITIES TO CONSIDER
Qualified Charitable Distribution A qualified charitable
distribution (QCD) allows individuals 70 % or older to do-
nate up to $100,000 total to one or more charities directly
from a taxable IRA instead of taking their required mini-
mum distribution. The amount of the QCD is excluded
from taxable income. As a result, donors may avoid being
pushed into higher income tax brackets and prevent
phase outs of other tax deductions, though there are
some other limitations. QCDs are also called IRA charita-
ble distributions or IRA charitable rollovers.

Contact your IRA administrator for the necessary paper-
work and indicate the area you want to support. Be sure
to alert your parish or the Office of Stewardship and De-
velopment of your intention.

Donation of Appreciated Stock or Mutual Funds! If you
have shares of stock or mutual funds that have grown in
value over the years, or low basis stock, consider gifting
the shares rather than giving cash. At the time of the do-
nation, you get a tax deduction equal to the stock's fair
market value and avoid paying the capital gains on the
shares donated. Visit www.dioceseaj.org/ways-to-give/
for transfer instructions or contact Pam Seasoltz, director
of Stewardship and Development, at 814.695.5577 or
email: pseasoltz@dioceseaj.org.

A bequest through your Will! What will you be known for
when you leave this earth? Perhaps you want your faith
to be at the top of the list. Consider leaving a legacy
through your Will. It’s simple to do by including the fol-
lowing statement when you create or amend your Will.

| give, devise and bequeath to [the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown, or specific parish, school or ministry], or its
successor, in [city, state] all [or a percentage] of the re-
mainder of my estate, both real and personal, for use [its
general support or a specific ministry or initiative].

Need more info or help?

Visit www.dioceseaj.org/ways-to-give/ or contact Pam
Seasoltz, Director of Stewardship and Development, at
814.695.5577 or email: pseasoltz@dioceseaj.org

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, December 20 — Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM - Mass for Dave Ganz Sr. requested by
Bill & Norma Foose
11:00 AM - Mass for Yolanda Bumann requested by
Patty & Joe Pufka
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, December 21 — Late Advent Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for David Seymour Sr. requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, December 22 — Late Advent Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Leo, Cecelia & Donna Long requested
by Dee Schmerbeck

Wednesday, December 23 — Late Advent Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Mickey Stefula requested by
Jim & Debbie Turiano

Thursday, December 24 — Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
2:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Friday, December 25 — The Nativity of the Lord
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Saturday, December 26 - Vigil of the Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Sunday, December 27 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Melanie Hesser requested by
Becky Smith

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-
21; Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16
-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc,
17; Mt 10:17-22
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-5
or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or Hb 11:8, 11-12,
17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
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e Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Christmas
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i “In Honor/In Memory Of”:

b 4

%& Guido & Ida Prosperi requested by John Deceased family members of the Aungst &
¥& Prosperi Smith families requested by Chris, Natalie,
)]

i Dustin & Jillian Smith

v Jancula & Hazenstab families requested by

3% Mrs. Jane Jancula William & Mildred Bender, Larry & Becky
Field, Ray & Aggie Fralic, Mary Jo Sibert,

¥& Deceased family and friends requested by Richard Bender & Roger & Layle Ceschini

i* Dave & Connie McManuels requested by Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Carol Field
:& Jr.

3 Kociola, Woomer & Wirfel families requested

i& by Mr. & Mrs. George Kociola Yolanda Bumann requested by Victoria Buda

?Albert & Jennie Giosa, Wally & Cecelia Wargo Mr. & Mrs. Russell & Dorothy Itell requested
& Jude Matthew Wargo requested by Wally by Ms Sharon ltell

¥& & Rose Wargo
b Morgan & Susan Litzinger & deceased family
i& Mrs. Ramsey & Mrs. Langham requested by = members requested by Joan Litzinger
% Mr. & Mrs. Guy Langham

Justin Koch, Gregory Koch, Susan Koch &
¥& David M. Litzinger, John & Virginia Ricche & Rachel Lay requested by Mrs. Carrol Koch
i& Robert & Katie DiVentura requested by Mrs.

Carole Litzinger Cooney, Daus, Bauer, Baronner & McCombie
v families requested by Mrs. Virginia Cooney
& Stoltz & Dinicola families requested by Mr.
i& Gerald Stoltz Marion & John Nagle requested by Miss

! Barbara Nagle
3& Deceased members of the Stoltz & VanSickel
;&families & Brian Klinger requested by Mr. & Neral & Ranck families requested by Deacon

¥& Mrs. Larry VanSickel & Mrs. Gene Neral

b 4

i* Our parents, family & friends requested by John Lloyd & Henry, Lloyd & Luensmann
we Mrs. Jeannie Swanger families requested by Elizabeth Lloyd

|

¥& Members of the Steidle & Musselman Mary & Russell Irwin & Stella Spaid requested
gfamilies requested by Mrs. Anna Musselman by Pamela Wales

)

i

b

b 4
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b
i* Ryan Ergler requested by Edward & Deborah  Our family & friends requested by Bob &

O Ergler Ginny Reeder

b 4

¥& Shirley Maher, Michael Maher & Kathy Turcovsky & Dillman families requested by

)

g Snowberger requested by Ms Joyce Villani Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Turcovsky

|

ye Living & deceased members of the Bevan & Brustle & Visovsky families requested by Mr.
¥& Baronner families requested by Marilyn & Mrs. Karl Brustle

i& Bevan

g Living & deceased family members requested
% Bob Bundy & Leonard & Mary Catherine by Nancy Fogel

3& Majestic requested by Mrs. Barbara Bundy

b 4 Giska families, Joseph & Louise Niklewicz,

i* Deceased family members requested by Joe  Niklewicz families & Joyce Jordan requested
e & Paula Adams by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Swanson

b 4

|

¥& Al & Regina Moughemer & Edgar McCoy, Jr Our parents requested by Mr. & Mrs. Walter
i& requested by Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Moughemer Bloom

)

3& Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Gillinger, Mr. & Mrs. Sinchak family, Michelle Oswalt, Lynn Kaplan,
3% Martin Wiedemer, Miss Kathleen Hartsock, Jen & Abe O’Dellick & Debra Stitt requested
¥& Mr. Leonard Yerger & Mr. Jerry Hinkle by Ms Marian Monios

i& requested by Mr. & Mrs. James Campbell

1* William, Viola & Karen Brooks requested by

QSam & Hilda Neal requested by Bernie & Julie Kathleen Felty
%& Beiswenger & Stan Neal
)]

3& David & Jane Yingling, Tom Byrne, Joe Noel,

w 1ravis Yingling, David Ritchey, David & Maude
;&Yingling & Wilbert & Della Miller requested
¥& by Ms Jane Byrne

)]

i& Mr. & Mrs. Frank Galiszewski, Mr. & Mrs.
% Frank Batch & Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Scarpaci
& requested by Ms. Darlene Scarpaci

|

b 4

iﬁ Madden & Becker families requested by Mr.
% & Mrs. John Becker

b 4
b 3
S
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Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Christmas,
“In Honor/In Memory Of’:
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The angel Gabriel said to Mary,

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.”

Luke 1:30-31

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
Photos:
© fluenta, © SpicyTruffel/Adobe Stock,
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD.

December 20, 2020

GOD IS PRESENT

“Where does God dwell?” is a question on the minds of many as we continue to ad-
just to the pandemic. David wanted to build an ornate dwelling for the Ark of the Cov-
enant, but God said, “No, that’s not what | had in mind!” The reading from Romans
teaches us that God is present in the Word, and in Luke’s Gospel passage today,
Jesus Is residing in the womb of Mary. We know that Jesus Is present in the assembly
gathered, the Koinonia, as well as within the Eucharistic species. But no matter how
one experiences the presence ot Jesus, these days are challenging. In many places,
only limited numbers continue to be allowed in church, while others are only able to
worship via live stream. None of the pat answers to where God dwells really fit. We
need to try and answer this with new eyes and ears and heart.

A CLASSIC IMAGE

When we think of today’s Gospel, the image of this meeting between the Angel Gabri-
el and Mary by Fra Angelico (1440-1445) likely comes to mind. In this fresco, Gabriel
and Mary are outside sitting among the columns, and Gabriel, with his big wings and
hands crossed, gazes upon Mary and gestures towards her. She is well dressed in a
traditional blue garment, and though her face shows shock, her folded hands model
submission and humility. This work of art Is so beautifully executed that we can miss
some of its finer details. Similarly, because the Gospel scene is so familiar, we can
forget to take In its small detalls. A few years ago, this author found a children’s book
called “The Nativity” illustrated by Julie Vivas. Because her drawings were so fresh
and charming and simple, she invited new perspective on the story.

LOOKING AGAIN

Luke says that Mary “was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be.” She asks, “How can this be?” These questions don’t fit
with how Fra Angelico positioned Gabriel and Mary. In the Vivas illustrations, the An-
gel Gabriel sits down with battered wings and a balding head and has a cup of coffee
with Mary as the two of them try to figure it out together. The text is the same, but the
message conveyed Is different. There Is a different degree of comfort and familiarity
to these illustrations.

This “having a cup of coffee” is something we need to learn to do with the scriptures
and with our lives. Atfter this event, pregnant Mary traveled into the hill country to be
with Elizabeth; an older, wiser, mentor—a
mother figure. She spent three months
there retlecting and preparing for the birth
of her child. In this final week of Advent,
take a few moments to find a Gabriel/
Mary or an Elizabeth/Mary moment and
read the Christmas readings again to see
what you might have overlooked, and to
find a new way for Christ to dwell in you.




God's Word for Children

God can do anything—

nothing is impossible for God.

Connect the dots to see whom God sent

to give Mary this message.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

The words below are from an important story
found in the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:26-38).
Decide where each word belongs and write it onto the blanks.

Joseph  Nazareth Gabriel Mary baby

@

An angel named

came to the town of

He appeared +to . She

was engoged To marry

The angel told +his woman she

would have a I This
child would be the Son of God!

uch Co., Inc. ¢ 800-566-6150 © Y Fourth Sunday of Advent
rpts from the New American Bible, revi n © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
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SHEPHERD KING

Today is the last Sunday of Advent. When you go to Mass the church will
be decorated in purple and the last candle on the Advent wreath will be lit. But in
five days, Advent will be over and it will be Christmas Eve. People will gather in church
to sing Christmas carols and welcome the Christ child.

The angel told Mary that God would give her son, Jesus, “the throne of David his
father” (Luke 1:32). David was an ancestor of Jesus, a young shepherd and later a great
king of Israel. The angel was saying that Jesus, like David, would be a shepherd,
too. Jesus himself said, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). Jesus, like David,
would also be a king, but his kingdom would not be like any kingdom on earth. His
would be a kingdom of peace in which everyone was cared for and loved. It would
be God’s kingdom.

We know that the words of the angel came true.

Draw a picture of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, with a crown next to the Shepherd.
Think about the names of the Messiah you read on the First Sunday of Advent.
Now you have two new names to add to that list.

Save the picture for your booklet.
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship One Free
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Your Feometown Supevmarfeet
1213 W. 2nd Street « Cresson, PA 16630 « 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week « 7AM to 8:30PM
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eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com N . 201 8408
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com HIOEE v it

The Most Complete
RISH.com *50 OR MORE PURCHASE

Online National

FRANK’S AUTOERVICE CENTER . W | T H CA R D
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner Dwectory of

With coupon excluding items prohibited by law. Limit 1 coupon per week.
| . .
Check It Out Today!  RFF/RNTRS M PLU Code: 9845

(CST 2117990-70)

Certified Auto Technician 400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942 Altoona, PA 16602-4102

£ Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

| Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
oftering Physical Therapy. i | JFSg’ | winnn.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Occupational Therapy, -
: . Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Grow in your faith,

ONEYPARISH oot ond

0 -A. a ° DA . Yo Vi

; : vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & = (--\o-f]
Catholic Community [z vPolice o > 3 &
with OneParish! A B vFire FREEShlppmg Solutions as Low as %ﬁ;‘
. /Friends/Family s $19 95 amonth '\ o M G
The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. = NO Long Term Contracts ‘ ® Nk
X \ This Button SAVES Lives!
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor \4

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

'. CALL NOW! 800.809.33 52 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

il Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

Minds "
David J. Mason, Supervisor 4hav%miﬁi@ﬁgndent M DM ed/ ‘Iert EASY Set-up, N(? antr?ct .
Hollidaysburg ~ 695-1551 Morm Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
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P o= = = o o= = M (T T S - / - LeafGuard®
) CALLBY 9/30 TORECEIVE | Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card is guaranteed
) with FREE in-home estimate!
never to clog or
1 75/° m OFF TRV arcipants hoatend an stimated 600 minute nhome proguct 1 , . 9
4 1 LABOR* 1 [ corsutstonvil eceivea 525 gt car. Rt vle is 25.Offer sponsored by we'll clean it for = =
3 LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, DERA D 0
*_ | *Does not include 1 [y and instals seamiess qutter proecton. This ofer i vald fr homeowners over FREE* a O of ohe are eligible to jo
o t of material 18 years of age. If married or involved with a ife partner, both cohabitating -
| cost ot material. Wy person mustatend and complete presenaton e Parigans must | |+ Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
ave a photo 1D, be abl to understand Englis, and e legally able to enter R44.0/ D8
Offer expires 9/30/20.] 1 intoa contract. The following persons are not eligible for tis offr: employees | leaves, pine needles, and debris cl olge o O O
of Company or afflated companies or entiies, their immediate family 4 4
_____ =4 | members, previous paticpans in a Company in-home consulztionvitin e | lf -« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
1 past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not | B ) p
be exended, ranstered,or substiuted except tht Company may substute a 5
it of equalor greater value if t deems it necessary. Gift ard willbe maild to to clean clogged gutters A D B o 24 HOUR
1 the artcipant vafst class United Staes Ml vithin 21 dys of eceptof e | . Dyrable, all-weather tested system not . = EMERGENCY
promotion form. Not validin conjunction with any other promotion or discount . SERVICE
o any kind. Offer notsponsored or promated by Lowe'sand is Subjct to i e 1886 . pNnd \ p
L - iangeﬂmam_nmﬂnun_nvesev_vauuuxpwagfsu/z_o - ‘. aﬂImSy attachment =
Heg gret aster P he Hesite al & | P a
. . . *Guaranteed not to clog for as ENGLERT @ J
Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration 1, oy oun your home, or o o 2ot & Clea | adema - .
A . A : : we'll clean your gutters for free.
> . . | | ! iU - N 11 d dll |
d operates as LeafGuard of Ptsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA cense Get it. And forget it.®
perPaize . = < ® 955024 DOS est Ave Altoona D £
378660 St John the Evangelist Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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