
LECTORS 
Sat.  Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM -  NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Mark Kreppich, Russell O’Reilly 
Sun. Dec. 6 -11:00 AM- Richard Consignlio, Bob Olson 
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Gary Johnson, Richard Karcher 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat.  Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Sophia Raneri 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Emily & Ethan Miller 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED 
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.  Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM -  Connie Baker 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Kenneth Gorman,  
       Susanna Tomlinson, Donna Moyer 
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Daniel Turcovsky,  
      Diane Turcovsky 
 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY                   
Sat.  Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Carolyn English, 
       Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Paula VanSickel, 
      Larry Van Sickel, Jane Strasser 
Sun. Dec. 6 -11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Walter 
             Bloom, Dolores Capriotti, Lou Ann Clark 
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Connie Baker, Ray Kennedy, 
      Darlene Scarpaci, Mary Truesdale 

SACRISTAN 
Sat.  Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Barbara Bundy 

SCRIP 
Sat. Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM- Mary Haenig, Julie Beiswenger  
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM -Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph 

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM   SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

MONDAY - 6:00 PM          
TUESDAY - 8:30 AM  

WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM         
THURSDAY - 8:30 AM  

FRIDAY - 8:30 AM  

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA    814-942-5503 

www. stjohnsaltoona.org   
 PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com  
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 

Kris na Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com  
Jena Bowman - Business Manager  - stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net  

Deborah Johnson -  Director of Music/Pastoral Associate  - dj219@msn.com 
Diane Ryan - Administra ve Assistant - stjohnsecretary@atlan cbb.net 

Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults  - mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

THANK YOU, FATHER ROESCH AND DEACON GENE! – Many thanks to Father David Roesch who is filling in for Masses 
during my recupera on from hip replacement surgery and to Deacon Gene for his ministry in providing the daily Com-
munion Services! 

A PASTOR’S GRATITUDE - I am most grateful for the prayers and words of encouragement that I have heard over these 
past months on my extended journey to surgery. There is nothing more important for a pastor than a loving support 
which he feels from his parish. You’re absolutely the best! 

RESTORE,  REPAIR,  REJOICE! – The final improvement to our school is complete.  Vinyl siding has been placed on the 
rectory side, where the exterior was showing signs of decay. And while we’re at it, we have built a small protected 
space outside the cafeteria for our recycling bins, as well as for our water and gas meters.  Again, many thanks to those 
who are contribu ng to our RRR Fund!  

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Because there is no obliga on to a end mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days during the pandemic, masses for the Feast of the Immaculate Concep on will be a vigil mass on Monday, Decem-
ber 7 at 6:00 PM and morning mass on Tuesday, December 8 at 8:30 AM. Please note that there will be no evening 
mass on December 8 for this feast day! The Immaculate Concep on is the Patroness of the United States, to whom we 
turn in our joys and in our sorrows. Keep this day Holy! 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  - To accommodate the large number of families who a end Mass on Christmas, we have added 
some addi onal masses to our schedule.  Masses on Christmas Eve will be at 2 PM and 4 PM, with the later Mass at 10 
PM. On Christmas morning we will celebrate Mass at both 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock.   Communion will be distributed in 
the front circle at 11:30.  So that we are not overcrowded at any one Mass, we are going to ask that you make reserva-

ons.  Please call the office at 942-5503 with your mass me choice for Christmas and the number of people a ending! 

BIBLE STUDY MOVED BACK TO TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study, which 
has come back to its original Tuesday Evening.   Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday!   

PREPARING FOR ADVENT - THE SYMBOLISM OF ADVENT WREATH CANDLES - Set on the branches of the Advent 
wreath are four candles: three purple candles and one pink candle. A more modern tradi on is to place a white candle 
in the center of the wreath. As a whole, these colored advent candles represent the coming of the light of Christ into 
the world.  Each week of Advent on Sunday, a par cular Advent candle is lit. Catholic tradi on states that the four can-
dles, represen ng the four weeks of Advent, each stand for one thousand years, to total the 4,000 years from the me 
of Adam and Eve un l the birth of the Savior. 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS - As we do each year, we’re providing a small book of daily reflec ons for Advent 
& Christmas in the Gathering Space as long as supplies last. Feel free to pick one up the next me you are in church.  

ADVENT CALENDARS AVAILABLE – A good way to count the days un l Christmas is the Advent Calendar.  We are mak-
ing these calendars available in the Gathering Space, and will accept dona ons.  They are a wonderful advent ac vity 
for children and for all the young at heart! 

A LETTER FROM FATHER BANIVE IN HAITI 
Dear Mary Lee, 
Hello ! Thank you very much for the money transferred for our parish school. I would like to express my thanks to you 
Mary Lee, to Msgr Michael and to all the faithful of St John's parish for your faithful support.  I would also like to ex-
press a special thank you to everyone who sponsored a child in our parish school in Marmont.  Our gra tude to each of 
you is great and forever.  
To help the Church to evangelize and educate the people of God, to help a child to go to school is to help Jesus to build 
the Kingdom of his Father.  The Lord loves and rewards it.  He is very happy with you for having understood this.  Thank 
you very much for your solidarity and generosity.  Your reward in heaven will be great. 
Once again thank you very much.  We pray for all of you.  
May the blessing of God be upon each of you in abundance. 
With warmest gra tude, 
Fr. Banive 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Adam • Aiden • Cari Ann • Lucy A.• Amy B. 
Monsignor Becker • Julie Beiswenger  

Sco  Brenneman • Dan Burley • Robert Cole  
Be y Dennis • Michael DeStefano • Bernadine Farrell 

Kathy Felty •  Mary Ann Flinn • Helen Fornwalt  
Leann Frazier • Molly Grenfell • Jackie Hall  

Ken Hartman • Denny Horton • Randy Horton  
Alexandra Hudson •  Mary Jo Ivory • Brian Kopp  

Amy Langenbacher • Lisa • Sherri Maffe one   
Louis Jack Mathias • Camden Michael • Bryson Miller 

Susie Miller • Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers • Stan Neal  
Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher  

Karen Price • Ron Peschock • Connie R. • Mary Rajnish 
Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • Allison Ritchey  

Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph • Bruce Shank  
Anne Showalter • Dick Showalter • Steve Stefanon  

Tim Temofonte • Pa y Teufel • Kathy Wagner  
Lois Werfel • Carol White • Len Whi en  

William Wieland • Noah Wills • Milan & Family  
Dorothy Yingling   

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: As the Church begins a new li-
turgical year, we are reminded in today’s Gospel that we 
are nothing more than servants, stewards of the Master’s 
possessions, but who do not know when our Master will 
return. We have been given the responsibility of sharing 
our gi s in order to build up the Master’s kingdom. Good 
stewards know they are accountable and use their gi s to 
do God’s will. “The good steward prac ces, once again, 
that stewardship truism, ‘Do what you can. Not what you 
can’t.’ Different situa ons in the life of our families, our 
parishes, our communi es will call forth different applica-

ons of those three trusty pillars of good stewardship: 
me, talent, treasure.” (Seven Secrets of Successful Stewards, 

Paul Wilke, 2005 Catholic Update, St. Anthony Messenger 
Press, Cincinna , Ohio) 
Stay awake for opportuni es to share your me, talent 
and treasure! May we be awake and alive in our faith 
when He comes again in glory! 

 Stewardship at St. John’s 
November 15, 2020 

 Envelopes          $    4,798.00 
  Loose Offerings         $       415.00  
 Children’s Offerings  $           6.00 
 All Souls’ Day   $         20.00 
 Catholic Educa on  $         75.00 
 Catholic Chari es  $         45.00 
 Catholic Register  $         35.00 
 Catholic University  $         25.00 
 Christmas Flower Offering $         20.00 
 Re red Priest Medical  $         45.00
 World Mission Sunday  $         25.00 
 Assump on of Mary   $         25.00 
 Food Bank Collec on  $       130.00 
 Subtotal         $    5,664.00 
 Online Giving          $    1,633.00 
 Total Offertory          $    7,297.00 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice  
Payments/Dona ons  $164,406 

Pledge Payment Commi ed  17,868 
Total Pledges/Dona ons   $182,274 

Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal -  $44,423 
Last Update: July 31, 2020 

Payments/Dona ons $ 33,605 
Pledge Payments Commi ed $500 

Total Gi s $ 34,105 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
November 29 - No class, therefore no assignments will be 
emailed this week! 

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE 2020: Just a reminder that all 
gi s need to be returned by December 7 so that we can 
organize delivery and that Catholic Chari es has changed 
the rule so that now you may not spend more than $40 for 
a gi  now. You can wrap that gi  and return the gi  with 
the a ached card to the Gathering Space or just buy 
wrapping paper to add with the gi . We will take them to 
Catholic Chari es on December 10 and families will pick 
them up. On the tree you will find a request for food 
cards Mar ns or Walmart scrip can be put in the wooden 
offertory box beside the tree. We will give those food 
cards to Catholic Chari es and they will dis bute them to 
the families. Looking forward to a blessed, safe holiday as 
we build a loving community!  
Ques ons? Contact Susanna Tomlinson (814) 414-1151  

PARISHIONER NEEDS ASSISTANCE: Primarily food shop-
ping and driving to doctor appointments along with very  
light household chores and light food prep. Must be 18 
years or older, can be male or female and  must have own 
car. Hours are flexible - $11.34 per hour. Call a er 11:00 
AM – 941-8279.  

December Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis 

For a Life of Prayer 
We pray that our personal rela onship 
with Jesus Christ be nourished by the 

Word of God and a life of prayer. 

SCRIP TIP: Gi ing that gives back! Find gi s for everyone 
on your list while raising funds for St. John the Evangelist 
Church by using scrip. Shop gi  cards from over 750 top 
brands, including Best Buy, Amazon, Nordstrom, The 
Home Depot and more. Whether you buy the gi  cards to 
give as presents to family and friends, or to use them to 
buy your gi s—our parish earns with every gi  card pur-
chased. It’s simple, it’s though ul and it’s truly the gi  
that keeps on giving. 



HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL FUNDRAISER: The first 
annual “Shop, Soup, & Sip with St. Nick” Saturday & Sun-
day - December 5 & 6 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church Basement & School Cafeteria 806 11th Avenue 
Altoona, PA 16602. Ticket includes a one-of-a-kind visit 
with Saint Nicholas himself, in addi on to enjoying ex-
quisite tastes of the season, balloon animals, and premier 
vendor shopping perfect for the holiday! Pre-Purchase - 
$2 child, $3 adult.  Door Admission $3 child, $4 adult.   
 Please contact HTCS at 942-7835 for ckets. 

AFGHAN RAFFLE: Please help Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas Court #2625 help the local community and be-
yond by purchasing a raffle cket for a homemade, mul -
color, 62” x 62” afghan by Rev. D. Timothy Grimme, Court 
Chaplain!  Tickets are $5.00 each.  Checks should be made 
payable to Catholic Daughters of the Americas and sent 
to: CDA Court #2625, c/o Saint Mary’s Immaculate Con-
cep on, 1405 5th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602, on or be-
fore December 4, 2020. The drawing will be held 
on Saturday, December 12, 2020 a er the 4:30 PM Mass 
at Saint Mark’s, Altoona. If you need more informa on 
you can contact CDA2625 at:  h ps://cda2625.com/
contact/Catholic Daughters primary focus is Spirituality 
and Service! New members are always welcome! 

POLISH CLASS OFFERED – Mother Agneska Kijowska, SSCJ, 
a na ve of Krakow, Poland and former Superior General 
of the Sacred Heart Sisters, will offer a class on Polish 
Christmas customs on Sunday Dec. 6th from 2:00 PM un l 
4:00 PM at St. Anne’s Church hall in Davidsville.  To regis-
ter please contact the parish office at either St. Anne (479
-2664) or Queen of Angels (754-5224) by December 4th. 
The class is free and is open to anyone who has an inter-
est in Polish customs. Social distancing is required. 

AMERICAN RESCUE MISSION NEEDS: Items needed are 
toiletries, condiments, jelly (not grape), canned fruit, pan-
cake mix, canned pasta, Pop tarts and hot chocolate. Also, 
any non-perishable items that your family loves! Just drop 
these items off in the Gathering Space. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
    Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
    Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday, November 29 – First Sunday of Advent 
8:00 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by   
     Dan & Diane Turcovsky 
11:00 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by  
     Carol Rodkey 
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Monday, November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle 

6:00 PM - Mass for Sidney & Roberta Garre  requested by 
    Rich & Joyce Lowe  

Tuesday, December 1 – Advent Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Hilda & Sam Neal requested by 
    Julie & Bernie Beiswenger  

Wednesday, December 2 – Advent Weekday 
5:30 PM - Confessions 
6:00 PM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by 
    Carole & John Bismark 

Thursday, December 3 – St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by 
    Leroy & Barbara Smith  

Friday, December 4 – Advent Weekday 
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson  

Saturday, December 5 - Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent 
3:00 PM - Confessions 
4:00 PM - Mass for Edward Szczepanik requested by   
     Rich & Joyce Lowe 

Sunday, December 6 – Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish  
11:00 AM - Mass for Rose Villani Ryan requested by  
     Thomas Villani 
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle 

Monday, December 7 – Vigil of the Immaculate Concep-
on of the Blessed Vigin Mary 

6:00 PM - Mass for Alice & Steve Dubaniewicz  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:  Memorial dona ons for Christ-
mas flowers should be submi ed by Monday, December 
14 in order to be acknowledged in the December 20 bul-
le n.  There is an envelope in the packet that can be used 
or you can also donate through online giving. 

FRIARS NOOK GIFT SHOP: Kick off your Christmas shop-
ping by stopping at The Friar’s Nook Gi  Shop! Normal 
business hours will be Monday-Saturday 10:00 AM-4:00 
PM (always closed on Sundays). 793 Monastery Road, Hol-
lidaysburg. The phone number is 814-695-3802 if you 
have any ques ons.  
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
  (814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and 
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*Does not include
cost  of material.

 Offer expires 9/30/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Your Hometown Supermarket 
1213 W. 2nd Street • Cresson, PA 16630 • 814-886-7221

Open 7 days a week • 7AM to 8:30PM

$5 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE

WITH CARD
With coupon excluding items prohibited by law. Limit 1 coupon per week. 

Exp. 9/30/2020 PLU Code: 9845

Cresson

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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