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St. John the Evangelist Church

i€

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503

FIRST SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

LECTORS
Sat. Dec. 5 -4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Mark Kreppich, Russell O’Reilly
Sun. Dec. 6 -11:00 AM- Richard Consignlio, Bob Olson
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Gary Johnson, Richard Karcher
ALTAR SERVERS

Sat. Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Sophia Raneri
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Emily & Ethan Miller
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, NOT FILLED
Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Dec.5-4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Kenneth Gorman,

Susanna Tomlinson, Donna Moyer

Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Daniel Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky

NOVEMBER 29, 2020

TUESDAY -
WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
THURSDAY - 8:30 AM
FRIDAY - 8:30 AM

www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com; allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Diane Ryan - Administrative Assistant - stjiohnsecretary@atlanticbb.net
Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire -

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS

Maintenance

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Carolyn English,
Betsy Lloyd, NOT FILLED

Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Paula VanSickel,
Larry Van Sickel, Jane Strasser

Sun. Dec. 6-11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Walter

Bloom, Dolores Capriotti, Lou Ann Clark

Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Connie Baker, Ray Kennedy,
Darlene Scarpaci, Mary Truesdale
SACRISTAN

Sat. Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King

Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy

Mon. Dec. 7 -6:00 PM- Barbara Bundy

SCRIP

Sat. Dec. 5 - 4:00 PM- Mary Haenig, Julie Beiswenger

Sun. Dec. 6 - 8:00 AM -Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED

Sun. Dec. 6 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
MONDAY - 6:00 PM

8:30 AM



A Few Words from the Pastor:

THANK YOU, FATHER ROESCH AND DEACON GENE! — Many thanks to Father David Roesch who is filling in for Masses
during my recuperation from hip replacement surgery and to Deacon Gene for his ministry in providing the daily Com-
munion Services!

A PASTOR’S GRATITUDE - | am most grateful for the prayers and words of encouragement that | have heard over these
past months on my extended journey to surgery. There is nothing more important for a pastor than a loving support
which he feels from his parish. You’re absolutely the best!

RESTORE, REPAIR, REJOICE! — The final improvement to our school is complete. Vinyl siding has been placed on the
rectory side, where the exterior was showing signs of decay. And while we’re at it, we have built a small protected
space outside the cafeteria for our recycling bins, as well as for our water and gas meters. Again, many thanks to those
who are contributing to our RRR Fund!

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Because there is no obligation to attend mass on Sundays and Holy
Days during the pandemic, masses for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception will be a vigil mass on Monday, Decem-
ber 7 at 6:00 PM and morning mass on Tuesday, December 8 at 8:30 AM. Please note that there will be no evening
mass on December 8 for this feast day! The Immaculate Conception is the Patroness of the United States, to whom we
turn in our joys and in our sorrows. Keep this day Holy!

CHRISTMAS MASSES - To accommodate the large number of families who attend Mass on Christmas, we have added

some additional masses to our schedule. Masses on Christmas Eve will be at 2 PM and 4 PM, with the later Mass at 10
PM. On Christmas morning we will celebrate Mass at both 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock. Communion will be distributed in
the front circle at 11:30. So that we are not overcrowded at any one Mass, we are going to ask that you make reserva-
tions. Please call the office at 942-5503 with your mass time choice for Christmas and the number of people attending!

BIBLE STUDY MOVED BACK TO TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our evening zoom Bible study, which
has come back to its original Tuesday Evening. Each week we take a careful look at the reading for the coming Sunday!

PREPARING FOR ADVENT - THE SYMBOLISM OF ADVENT WREATH CANDLES - Set on the branches of the Advent
wreath are four candles: three purple candles and one pink candle. A more modern tradition is to place a white candle
in the center of the wreath. As a whole, these colored advent candles represent the coming of the light of Christ into
the world. Each week of Advent on Sunday, a particular Advent candle is lit. Catholic tradition states that the four can-
dles, representing the four weeks of Advent, each stand for one thousand years, to total the 4,000 years from the time
of Adam and Eve until the birth of the Savior.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS - As we do each year, we’re providing a small book of daily reflections for Advent
& Christmas in the Gathering Space as long as supplies last. Feel free to pick one up the next time you are in church.

ADVENT CALENDARS AVAILABLE — A good way to count the days until Christmas is the Advent Calendar. We are mak-
ing these calendars available in the Gathering Space, and will accept donations. They are a wonderful advent activity
for children and for all the young at heart!

A LETTER FROM FATHER BANIVE IN HAITI
Dear Mary Lee,
Hello ! Thank you very much for the money transferred for our parish school. | would like to express my thanks to you
Mary Lee, to Msgr Michael and to all the faithful of St John's parish for your faithful support. | would also like to ex-
press a special thank you to everyone who sponsored a child in our parish school in Marmont. Our gratitude to each of
you is great and forever.
To help the Church to evangelize and educate the people of God, to help a child to go to school is to help Jesus to build
the Kingdom of his Father. The Lord loves and rewards it. He is very happy with you for having understood this. Thank
you very much for your solidarity and generosity. Your reward in heaven will be great.
Once again thank you very much. We pray for all of you.
May the blessing of God be upon each of you in abundance.
With warmest gratitude,
Fr. Banive




é FAITH FORMATION NEWS :
i November 29 - No class, therefore no assighments will be
: emailed this week! :

SCRIP TIP: Gifting that gives back! Find gifts for everyone
on your list while raising funds for St. John the Evangelist
Church by using scrip. Shop gift cards from over 750 top
brands, including Best Buy, Amazon, Nordstrom, The
Home Depot and more. Whether you buy the gift cards to
give as presents to family and friends, or to use them to
buy your gifts—our parish earns with every gift card pur-
chased. It's simple, it’s thoughtful and it’s truly the gift
that keeps on giving.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: As the Church begins a new li-
turgical year, we are reminded in today’s Gospel that we
are nothing more than servants, stewards of the Master’s
possessions, but who do not know when our Master will
return. We have been given the responsibility of sharing
our gifts in order to build up the Master’s kingdom. Good
stewards know they are accountable and use their gifts to
do God’s will. “The good steward practices, once again,
that stewardship truism, ‘Do what you can. Not what you
can’t.’ Different situations in the life of our families, our
parishes, our communities will call forth different applica-
tions of those three trusty pillars of good stewardship:
time, talent, treasure.” (Seven Secrets of Successful Stewards,
Paul Wilke, 2005 Catholic Update, St. Anthony Messenger
Press, Cincinnati, Ohio)

Stay awake for opportunities to share your time, talent
and treasure! May we be awake and alive in our faith
when He comes again in glory!

Stewardship at St. John’s

November 15, 2020
Envelopes S 4,798.00
Loose Offerings S 415.00
Children’s Offerings S 6.00
All Souls’ Day S 20.00
Catholic Education S 75.00
Catholic Charities S 45.00
Catholic Register S 35.00
Catholic University S 25.00
Christmas Flower Offering S 20.00
Retired Priest Medical S 45.00
World Mission Sunday S 25.00
Assumption of Mary S 25.00
Food Bank Collection S 130.00
Subtotal S 5,664.00
Online Giving S 1,633.00
Total Offertory S 7,297.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $164,406
Pledge Payment Committed 17,868
Total Pledges/Donations $182,274

Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423
Last Update: July 31, 2020
Payments/Donations $ 33,605
Pledge Payments Committed $500
Total Gifts $ 34,105

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Adam e Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ Lucy A.e Amy B.
Monsignor Becker e Julie Beiswenger
Scott Brenneman ¢ Dan Burley ¢ Robert Cole
Betty Dennis ® Michael DeStefano ¢ Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty ¢ Mary Ann Flinn ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Frazier ¢ Molly Grenfell ¢ Jackie Hall
Ken Hartman e Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton
Alexandra Hudson ¢ Mary Jo Ivory e Brian Kopp
Amy Langenbacher ¢ Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Louis Jack Mathias ¢ Camden Michael ¢ Bryson Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers e Stan Neal
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Connie R. ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Dick Showalter e Steve Stefanon
Tim Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel ¢ Kathy Wagner
Lois Werfel e Carol White ¢ Len Whitten
William Wieland ¢ Noah Wills ® Milan & Family
Dorothy Yingling

PARISHIONER NEEDS ASSISTANCE: Primarily food shop-
ping and driving to doctor appointments along with very
light household chores and light food prep. Must be 18
years or older, can be male or female and must have own
car. Hours are flexible - $11.34 per hour. Call after 11:00
AM —941-8279.

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE 2020: Just a reminder that all
gifts need to be returned by December 7 so that we can
organize delivery and that Catholic Charities has changed
the rule so that now you may not spend more than 540 for
a gift now. You can wrap that gift and return the gift with
the attached card to the Gathering Space or just buy
wrapping paper to add with the gift. We will take them to
Catholic Charities on December 10 and families will pick
them up. On the tree you will find a request for food
cards Martins or Walmart scrip can be put in the wooden
offertory box beside the tree. We will give those food
cards to Catholic Charities and they will distibute them to
the families. Looking forward to a blessed, safe holiday as
we build a loving community!

Questions? Contact Susanna Tomlinson (814) 414-1151

December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal relationship
with Jesus Christ be nourished by the
Word of God and a life of prayer.




FRIARS NOOK GIFT SHOP: Kick off your Christmas shop-
ping by stopping at The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop! Normal
business hours will be Monday-Saturday 10:00 AM-4:00
PM (always closed on Sundays). 793 Monastery Road, Hol-
lidaysburg. The phone number is 814-695-3802 if you
have any questions.

POLISH CLASS OFFERED — Mother Agneska Kijowska, SSCJ,
a native of Krakow, Poland and former Superior General
of the Sacred Heart Sisters, will offer a class on Polish
Christmas customs on Sunday Dec. 6th from 2:00 PM until
4:00 PM at St. Anne’s Church hall in Davidsville. To regis-
ter please contact the parish office at either St. Anne (479
-2664) or Queen of Angels (754-5224) by December 4th.
The class is free and is open to anyone who has an inter-
est in Polish customs. Social distancing is required.

AFGHAN RAFFLE: Please help Catholic Daughters of the
Americas Court #2625 help the local community and be-
yond by purchasing a raffle ticket for a homemade, multi-
color, 62” x 62” afghan by Rev. D. Timothy Grimme, Court
Chaplain! Tickets are $5.00 each. Checks should be made
payable to Catholic Daughters of the Americas and sent
to: CDA Court #2625, c/o Saint Mary’s Immaculate Con-
ception, 1405 5th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602, on or be-
fore December 4, 2020. The drawing will be held

on Saturday, December 12, 2020 after the 4:30 PM Mass
at Saint Mark’s, Altoona. If you need more information
you can contact CDA2625 at: https://cda2625.com/
contact/Catholic Daughters primary focus is Spirituality
and Service! New members are always welcome!

AMERICAN RESCUE MISSION NEEDS: Items needed are
toiletries, condiments, jelly (not grape), canned fruit, pan-
cake mix, canned pasta, Pop tarts and hot chocolate. Also,
any non-perishable items that your family loves! Just drop
these items off in the Gathering Space.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL FUNDRAISER: The first
annual “Shop, Soup, & Sip with St. Nick” Saturday & Sun-
day - December 5 & 6 at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church Basement & School Cafeteria 806 11th Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602. Ticket includes a one-of-a-kind visit
with Saint Nicholas himself, in addition to enjoying ex-
quisite tastes of the season, balloon animals, and premier
vendor shopping perfect for the holiday! Pre-Purchase -
S2 child, $3 adult. Door Admission $3 child, $4 adult.
Please contact HTCS at 942-7835 for tickets.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Memorial donations for Christ-
mas flowers should be submitted by Monday, December
14 in order to be acknowledged in the December 20 bul-
letin. There is an envelope in the packet that can be used
or you can also donate through online giving.

First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020

Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when
the time will come.

— Mark 13:33

Schedule for the Week

Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Dan & Diane Turcovsky

11:00 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Carol Rodkey

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle
6:00 PM - Mass for Sidney & Roberta Garrett requested by
Rich & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday, December 1 — Advent Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Hilda & Sam Neal requested by
Julie & Bernie Beiswenger

Wednesday, December 2 — Advent Weekday

5:30 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Carole & John Bismark

Thursday, December 3 — St. Francis Xavier, Priest
8:30 AM - Mass for Irene Becker requested by
Leroy & Barbara Smith

Friday, December 4 — Advent Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Saturday, December 5 - Vigil of Second Sunday of Advent
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for Edward Szczepanik requested by

Rich & Joyce Lowe

Sunday, December 6 — Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:00 AM - Mass for Rose Villani Ryan requested by
Thomas Villani

12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday, December 7 — Vigil of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Vigin Mary
6:00 PM - Mass for Alice & Steve Dubaniewicz

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-273;

Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;

Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 53, 6-8
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
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A RESTART

With Advent we begin a new church year as we renew our preparations for the coming
of Christ. The scriptures show a profound movement from despair in the first reading,
as we feel the wrath of God’s anger and a sense of being abandoned, to the respon-
sorial psalm, which begs us to turn toward God, and the second reading where we see
a glimmer of hope. Brimstone returns in the Gospel. This sense of unease and pain is
much like what we have endured throughout 2020 with COVID-19, racial struggles,
and political campaigns. Frankly, everyone Is ready for a restart, for a do-over, for a
better year. We can understand the heartfelt prayer of the prophet Isaiah: “Oh, that
you would rend the heavens and come down.” Hide not your face from us, O God, but
during these days of Advent may you reveal yourself to each of us once again.

BE WATCHFUL! BE ALERT!

When Jesus does not speak In eloquent sentences, but barks out imperative state-
ments such as in our Gospel reading today, one can understand the urgency. There
Is no place for flowery language. “Be watchful! Be alert!” One has a sense that these
should be written in bold or all caps! He tells the parable of the homeowner leaving
his workers at home, with no knowledge of when he would return. Without phones
and texts and travel schedules it could have meant the homeowner was returning
sometime in the day, or sometime in the coming month or year. So Jesus is not telling
us, “You have to behave for a little bit,” but rather, “You must live your life and work
like the homeowner is always here. You must always be prepared.”

WATCH!

This author was very aware of the language of “master/servant” in the Gospel today
and Is reading It and praying it in light of discussions on racism In recent months.
Perhaps this goes with the last imperative at the end of the parable to “Watch!”
This year has taught us to be alert in our actions such as social distancing, masks,
and sanitizing, as well as in our language and even our thoughts. Now how do we
apply that to our spirituality, to our faith”? For many, due to restrictions on numbers
In church, singing, and choirs, this has meant learning to pray in a whole different
way. The celebration of liturgy Is the same as ever, with its focus always on the
Word and the Eucharist, but for those in the pew, or still watching on livestream,
the sense of active participation has taken on a very different meaning from how
most of us have experienced liturgy in our lifetime. It feels like we have become
spectators rather than participants. Per-

haps this challenge can move us from TODAY'’S READINGS
complacency in our faith, to rediscover

and relate to God in new ways, and call Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7
us to be even stronger in our personal Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
faith. We must remain diligent. We must 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

“watch.” We must hope. We must love. Mark 13:33-37

We must pray.



The prophet Isaiah prays,
“We are the clay and you the potter” (Isaiah 64:7).

That means God works to make us into
the people we were created to be.
Match each of the pottery pieces to its outline.
Then decorate them with colorful designs!

God's Word for Children

First Sunday of Advent

No one knows when dJesus will return.
Because we don’t know, Jesus urges his disciples to be two things.
Use the shape code to find what they are.

¢ 6 v A 0 LA 0O H
and Sfeady...

So when Jesus returns,
He’ll find you are ready!




We are all the work of your hands.
Isaiah 64 : 7
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A CHILD IS BORN TO US

Today we begin Year B of the three-year liturgical cycle, the year when we hear the Gospel according to
Mark. There are no stories about the birth of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel; instead, it begins with the preaching
of John the Baptist. John is the last in a long line of prophets who gave people hope as they awaited the
birth of the Messiah, the Anointed One. Prophets also spoke words that would help people recognize the
Messiah when he came.

Each week of the Advent and Christmas seasons we will consider the words of one of the prophets or
another passage of scripture. Read them carefully and think about what they tell us about the Messiah.
What is the prophet saying to us?

For a child is born to us, a son is given us; . . .
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:5)

[saiah tells us that the Messiah will come as a child, not a great king or warrior, and will be known by many
different names. Which name in this verse best describes the Messiah for you? Some people might think about
him as a father who takes care of us and protects us. To others he might be a counselor, someone very wise
who can teach us. “God-Hero” makes us think of how powerful God is. “Prince of Peace” reminds us that God’s
power will be used for good and to bring peace.

Think about the name you chose and draw a picture to describe that name.
Use this space or your own paper. Save the picture to make a booklet of the prophets’ words.
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Pediatric Cardiology and other $50 OR MORE PU RCHASE

Medical Consultations, LLC

&

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and W I T H c A R D

Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”
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Ask For Us By Name!!!

Grow in your faith,

find a Mass, and

ONE &) PARISH omectuinvou Protecting Seniors
Catholic Community [ NUT 1onwi de
with OneParish! Medical Alert System

$29 95/M0 billed quarterly
The Stevens Mortuary, Inc. One Free Month Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor [N e 3y Kool et i 2 of the Sea of the United States of America
Altoona  944-9365 Price Guarantee Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home \ Easy Self Installation Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
David J. Mason, Supervisor \ eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Hollidaysburg ~ 695-1551 Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 [T N S S

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! 6

24EEN

(CST 2117990-70)

/ « LeafGuard®

Your Catholic Credit Union
75% m OFF H B with FREE in-home estimate! never to clog or
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
cost of material. f
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www.arcfcu.org ¢ 814-946-0857
of Company or afflated companies or entiies, their immediate family

Al participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product I I” | t f ' R C
* w n it for
LABOR 1 el cleanitio FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
1 and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners DVUI
ave a photo 1D, be abl to understand English, and b leally ableto enter
_____ 1 members,previouspartpants i a Compy in-tome consuztonwitin e | -+« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder

. (AI.l BY9/30T0 RE([W[ L ' Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card | = is guaranteed
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