St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org
PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com,allinall214@gmail.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kris na Hoyne - Parish Council President - inaugh@aol.com
Jena Bowman - Business Manager - stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net
Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate - dj219@msn.com
Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults - mark.krepich@gmail.com
Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS
LECTORS
Sat. Sept. 26 - 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, NOT FILLED
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky,
Diane Turcovsky
Sun. Sept. 27 -11:00 AM- Donna Moyer, James Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Sept. 26 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Sept. 27 - 11:00 AM - Bob Olson, Barbara Bundy,
Lou Ann Clark

ALTAR SERVERS
Sat. Sept. 26 - 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, NOT FILLED
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Mai Linh Do
Sun. Sept. 27 - 11:00 AM - Estella & Evie Koch

SACRISTAN
Sat. Sept. 26 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Sept. 27 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
SCRIP
Sat.
Sept.
26
4:00
PM
Julie
Beiswenger, Becky Merilli
Sat. Sept. 26 - 4:00 PM - Billy Sweet, Betsy Lloyd,
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky
Judy Sneath, NOT FILLED
Sun. Sept. 27 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Ray Kennedy, Sun. Sept. 27 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph
Mike O’Neill, Charlie Moore
Sun. Sept. 27 -11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Walter
Bloom, Wendy Campbell, Mary Grace Horton

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
MONDAY • WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
TUESDAY • THURSDAY • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
We will con nue to record Sunday Mass
for those unable to a end and post it on our
Facebook page and website.

A Few Words from the Pastor:
THIS WEEK IN THIS SEASON OF CREATION – Massive
wildfires are burning on the West Coast. A virulent hurricane season has begun, with the Gulf Coast taking a
bea ng. California has recorded the ho est days on record, and rising sea levels are forcing tens thousands of
people in the Indian subcon nent to abandon their
homes and head for higher ground. In the face of these
environmental challenges, we in central Pennsylvania can
feel quite helpless. It is all the more important, then, for
us to use this Season of Crea on as a me to educate
ourselves on the ecological issues aﬀec ng our planet.
Throughout this Season of Crea on we will highlight in
our bulle n, as well as on website and Facebook page,
insights and sugges ons that will keep us focused on this
important me! Remember the theme of the Christopher’s: “It is be er to light one candle than to curse
the darkness.” Mother Earth is crying out for our love
and care!
ONLINE FAITH FORMATION – Following the direc on of
the diocese, and in keeping with the prac ce of other
parishes in the area, all of our Faith Forma on this semester will be done online. An important mee ng for
parents will be held on this Sunday, September 20th in
9:15 in Bailey Hall, when books will be distributed and
ques ons answered. Our children have become accustomed to this format of educa on in school. We encourage the ac ve par cipa on of parents in this eﬀort to
hand on the Catholic Faith to the young!

A NEW DATE FOR SURGERY - The good news is that my
family physician has cleared me for hip surgery! The challenging news is that the date for this surgery is not un l
November 17! I am grateful for your prayers and words
of encouragement!
CONFIRMATION DATES SET - We will be celebra ng the
Sacrament of Confirma on here at St. John’s on Monday
evening, September 28th at 7:00 PM, and again on
Wednesday evening, September 30th at 7:00 PM.
DAILY MEDITATIONS - My daily reflec ons on our website will con nue to focus upon the life and spirituality of
St. Igna us of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits and renowned master of the spiritual life. Please join us!
WEEKEND MASSES -A endance at our weekend Masses
is certainly encouraging, given the limita ons that are
placed upon gatherings. The distribu on of Holy Communion will also take place in the front circle at 12:30.
BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible study,
which meets online at 7 PM.

CREATION CORNER: ... this task entrusted to us by God the Creator requires us
to grasp the rhythm and logic of creaon. But we are o en driven by pride of
domina on, of possessions, manipulaon, of exploita on; we do not "care" for it, we do not
respect it, we do not consider it as a free gi that we
must care for. Pope Francis

September Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis
Respect for the Planet’s Resources
We pray that the planet’s resources will
not be plundered, but shared in
a just and respec ul manner.
DEACON GENE’S BOOK: Many people over the years have spoken and wri en about how to live with Abandonment to
Divine Providence. Saying that in simple terms, Deacon Gene has been sharing the phrase “focus on the moment and
trust in God’s love” for almost 29 years. He has now wri en a book which explains the origin and the meaning of that
phrase. The objects of the book are to help us learn why it can be so life-changing when we learn to respond to the
grace of each moment in our life as we receive it, and why trus ng in God’s love makes all the diﬀerence in our journey of faith. Deacon Gene and his wife, Barbara, decided to purchase enough books to give every parish family a
copy. Deacon Gene just asks, if you would like, you accept a book and read it. Then, if you agree that it would benefit
others and if you are willing and able, you would pay it forward by adding a dona on to the envelope tucked in the
back of the book. Envelopes can be dropped in the collec on or mailed to the address on the envelope. Every donaon will be used to purchase more books to be given away.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Sunday, September 20, at 9:15 AM - Parent mee ng in
Fr. Bailey Hall (gym) to distribute materials and the
schedule for the fall semester of Faith Forma on.
REGISTRATION FORMS are available in the Gathering
Space at Church as well as on our website on the Faith
Forma on page. We ask that parents register students
for the fall semester as soon as possible so that we may
order the books we need. All Catholic school students in
9th, 10, & 11th grade should register for Confirma on.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Our generous Father has given
us gi s independently of those He has given to others.
May we give generously and not compare our giving to
another person. The Bible contains a profound message
about the stewardship of material crea on: God created
the world, but entrusts it to human beings. Caring for and
cul va ng the world involves the following: Joyful apprecia on for the God-given beauty and wonder of mature;
Protec on and preserva on of the environment, which
would the stewardship of ecological concern; Respect for
human life; Development of this world through noble
eﬀort, physical labor, the trades and professions, the arts
and sciences.
We call such eﬀort “work”. Work is a fulfilling human voca on. The Second Va can Council points out that
through work, we build up not only our world but the
Kingdom of God, already present among us. Work is a
partnership with God, our share in a divine human collabora on in crea on. (h p://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
what-we-believe/stewardship/index.cfm; 1/8/2018)

How are you collabora ng?

Stewardship at St. John’s
September 6, 2020
Envelopes
$ 3,594.00
Loose
$
491.00
Children’s Oﬀerings
$
3.00
Catholic Educa on
$
40.00
Catholic University
$
10.00
Missionary Coopera ve
$
35.00
Re red Priest Medical
$
30.00
Food Bank Dona ons
$
105.00
Subtotal
$ 4,308.00
Online Giving
$ 3,088.00
Total Oﬀertory
$ 7,396.00
Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Dona ons $160,596
Pledge Payment Commi ed 20,092
Total Pledges/Dona ons $180,688
Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423
Last Update: July 31, 2020
Payments/Dona ons $ 33,605
Pledge Payments Commi ed $500
Total Gi s $ 34,105

ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Adam • Aiden • Cari Ann • Lucy A. • Julie Beiswenger
Sco Brenneman • Robert Cole • Be y Dennis
Michael DeStefano • Bernadine Farrell • Kathy Felty
Mary Ann Flinn • Helen Fornwalt • Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell • Jackie Hall • Ken Hartman
Denny Horton • Randy Horton • Mary Jo Ivory
Brian Kopp • Amy Langenbacher • Lisa
Sherri Maﬀe one • Louis Jack Mathias • Bryson Miller
Mildred Miller • Susie Miller • Barbara Moore
Ailani Myers • Stan Neal • Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko
Linda Pletcher • Karen Price • Ron Peschock • Connie R.
Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker • Vicki Riley
Allison Ritchey • Olga Romerowicz • Mike Rudolph
Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter • Steve Stefanon
Tim Temofonte • Pa y Teufel • Lois Werfel
Carol White • Len Whi en • William Wieland
Noah Wills • Milan & Family • Dorothy Yingling

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HELEN!
Helen Fornwalt will celebrate her
100th Birthday on September
29th. Please take a moment and
send a card to this very special
lady. Helen joined St. John’s in
1955. She was an ac ve volunteer
at the school, as well as helping
with dinners, card par es and fesvals. She lived many years in Garden Heights where she had many good friends. She s ll
lives independently at Blair Tower with the help of Meals
on Wheels and Home Nursing to assist with daily tasks.
Helen enjoyed baking, reading and traveling as well as
taking care of others. Helen got her driver’s license at age
55 and drove un l she was 92. (In later years she limited
her ou ngs to trips to the bank, drug store, beauty shop
and church – places she could go to by turning RIGHT).
Helen is a strong woman of faith. Content with her living
arrangements, she would really appreciate receiving a
card from you.
EVERY SUNDAY IS SECOND SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION:
We are s ll asking for dona ons for our local food bank.
The need is great at this me for non-perishable food
items, home and personal cleaning supplies, and pet supplies. Thank you for your help!

HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIP 2020-2021: Thank you to
those who have already sent in their $150 sponsorships.
Envelopes are s ll available in the Gathering Space. If you
are not able to handle this in person, please get in touch
with Mary Lee Madigan-Davis, 931-2651 or
mlmdcreek@aol.com. Your dona on will provide tui on,
books, supplies, lunch and uniform to your student. Having a funded budget guarantees the school can run with
security and gives such wonderful hope to our sister parish, Saints Peter and Paul in Marmont, Hai .
GIVE US THIS DAY: It is me to subscribe or renew a subscrip on to this monthly missal which runs from December 2020 through November 2021. Please note that the
cost has gone up to $32. There is also the op on to purchase a subscrip on to the online app for only $19.99 by
visi ng h ps://giveusthisday.org. If ordering a print copy,
you can place your payment in the envelope provided in
the Gathering Space and drop it in the collec on. Give Us
This Day is a wonderful resource for personal prayer, as
well as for your prepara on for daily or Sunday Mass.
NEW CARD MINISTRY: Thanks to everyone who volunteered to send cards! The response was overwhelming. If
you would s ll like to help or have any ques ons, please
call Ginny (695-7671) or Mary (207-0185).
GARDENERS' ALERT: If anyone
has blooming perennials, other
than hostas, that they would be
willing to donate to St. John's
to augment plan ngs next to
the Parish Center and walkway
beside the cafeteria, please
contact us at your earliest convenience. You may call either Ginny Reeder (phone 6957671 or 215-4775) or Joyce Cunningham (phone 695-5346
or 873-5678).
SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS CHICKEN BBQ! The Knights of
Columbus of Hollidaysburg will hold their "Help Us Help
You" parish chicken barbecue on Sunday, October 11,
2020. Our parish will soon receive 200 ckets to sell. If
any parishioners are interested in making a dona on of
cans of baked beans, packages of single serve apple
sauce, charcoal, vegetable oil or vinegar, (and of course
cash) they would be greatly appreciated and would also
boost the profit. Due to circumstances, desserts and
drinks will not be oﬀered for purchase at this event which
will be an unfortunate reduc on to the profit. The barbecue will be a Take-Out only event at the Knights of Columbus Council Home at 324 Bedford Street in Hollidaysburg.
Chicken dinners are $10.00 each and will be served from
10:00 am un l 1:00 pm.

Schedule for the Week
Sunday, September 20 – 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Robert Francis Shiber, Jr. requested by
Sharon Itell
11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle
Monday, September 21 – St. Ma hew, Apostle and
Evangelist
6:00 PM - Mass for Cole e Raineau requested by
The Smith Family
Tuesday, September 22 – Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Elaine M. Houseknecht
requested by Richard & Joyce Lowe
Wednesday, September 23 – St. Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest
5:00 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Mass for Ellen M. O away
Thursday, September 24 – Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson
Friday, September 25 – Weekday
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer & Communion Service
Saturday, September 26 - Vigil of 26th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM - Confessions
4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish
Sunday, September 27 – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Robert Gildea requested by
The Fromknecht Family
11:00 AM - Mass for Grady Weyandt requested by
Linda Weyandt
12:30 PM - Communion in the Front Circle
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44;
Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163;
Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17;
Lk 9:43b-45
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5];
Mt 21:28-32

Sunday Readings
September 20, 2020
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1
Is 55:6–9
Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call him while he is near.
Let the scoundrel forsake his way,
and the wicked his thoughts;
let him turn to the LORD for mercy;
to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
As high as the heavens are above the earth,
so high are my ways above your ways
and my thoughts above your thoughts.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 145:2–3, 8–9, 17–18
R. (18a) The Lord is near to all who call upon him.
Every day will I bless you,
and I will praise your name forever and ever.
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.
The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness.
The LORD is good to all
and compassionate toward all his works.
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.
The LORD is just in all his ways
and holy in all his works.
The LORD is near to all who call upon him,
to all who call upon him in truth.
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him.

Reading 2
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a
Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me life
is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And I do not
know which I shall choose. I am caught between the two. I long to depart this life and be with Christ, for
that is far better. Yet that I remain in the flesh is more necessary for your benefit.
Gospel
Mt 20:1–16a
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at
dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them
into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they
went off. And he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out
about five o’clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my
vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ When those who had started about
five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they
would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against
the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who
bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you.
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give
this last one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious
because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission
in writing from the copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

CHIROPRACTOR

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems
Two-Way Communications

✂

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS
LIFE • BUSINESS
COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby
814.206.0080

502 LOGAN BLVD.

400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
www.comprosinc.com

944-3536

Cresson

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

elaine@imperialagency.com
www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona
and Surrounding Areas

Your Hometown Supermarket

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP
Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

1213 W. 2nd Street • Cresson, PA 16630 • 814-886-7221
Open 7 days a week • 7AM to 8:30PM

5 OFF

$

50 OR MORE PURCHASE

$

FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

WITH CARD

Certified Auto Technician
400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

(814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

With coupon excluding items prohibited by law. Limit 1 coupon per week.
Exp. 9/30/2020 PLU Code: 9845

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

Sign up here:

(814) 944-3535

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy,
& Speech Therapy

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.

• One Free Month

Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona 944-9365

• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee

Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg 695-1551

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

x OFF
75% 50%
LABOR*

*Does not include
cost of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license
number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.

378660 St John the Evangelist Church

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!
• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®
www.jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

McAleer’s
Since 1886

Plumbing,
24 HOUR
Heating,
EMERGENCY
Air Conditioning
g SERVICE

• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial
• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition
1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona
942-7153
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

