i and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.
Psalm 85:11-12

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM - Diane Turcovsky, Mark Krepich  Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, Jim Campbell  Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Barb Aubrey, Barbara Bundy,

ALTAR SERVERS Donna Moyer
Sat. Aug. 15-4:00 PM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED SACRISTAN
Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, MaiLinhDo  Sat. Aug. 15-4:00 PM - Jane Byrne
Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Sophia Raneri, Bob Olson Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

v Congratulations to
g Colin Schurr,
— who received his
2 First Holy
e Communion
& on Saturday,
8 O August 1.
o O
N~ We pray that God
o~ ; will bless Colin
+ and draw him
= _g nearer to Him
20 5 today and always.
< (O]
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= NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS
v LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
3 Sat. Aug. 15-4:00 PM - Maria Spayd, Betsy Slat Sat. Aug. 15-4:00 PM - Connie Baker
£
Z

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti
Sat. Aug. 15- 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Billy Sweet, SCRIP
Judy Sneath, NOT FILLED Sat. Aug. 15 -4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Becky Merilli
Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Helen Miller, ~ Sun. Aug. 16 - 8:00 AM- Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky
Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc. Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

Photos:

© thatinchan/Adobe Stock, Sun. Aug. 16 - 10:00 AM - Patrick Podoletz, Dolores

from the Lecti y for Mass
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

YOUR PASTOR’S HEALTH — With my bum hip, | have been blessed to have a scooter to take me back and forth to
church. Hip replacement surgery is set for August 19", with a couple weeks for recovery. | am grateful to Father David
Roesch who will be covering for me. | am also completing a successful regimen of radiation treatments for prostate
cancer (which was not without some bothersome side effects)! Your prayers and patience are greatly appreciated. |
am especially grateful to our staff for their amazing support at this time!

COMMUNION IN THE FRONT CIRCLE — For the sake of those who are not able to attend Mass in public, Bishop Mark
has encouraged parishes to offer communion outside the church after Mass on Sunday mornings. Communion will be
distributed twice: first at 11:30, and then again at 12:30. Your promptness is appreciated.

CONFIRMATION DATES SET - We will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation here at St. John’s on Monday even-
ing, September 28" at 7:00 PM, and again on Wednesday evening, September 30" at 7:00 PM. Let’s pray that a second
wave of the virus does not delay us again!

DAILY MEDITATIONS — My daily reflections on our website will continue to focus upon the life and spirituality of St.
Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits and renowned master of the spiritual life. Please join us!

WEEKEND MASSES - Attendance at our weekend Masses is certainly encouraging, given the limitations that are placed
upon gatherings. We are comfortably and safely able to accommodate 50 to 60 people at a weekend Mass. Should we
have an overflow, we always have the opportunity and option to place chairs in the gathering space. Masks and social
distancing remain the norm.

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING - All are most welcome to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible study, which
meets online at 7 PM. We typically review the readings of the coming Sunday, which allows all of us to be better pre-
pared to hear God’s word when we gather for the Eucharist. To join, please provide me with your email address.

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
August Prayer Intention of Pope Francis Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristina Hoyne - Parish Council President iaugh@aol.com

Jena Bowman - Business Manager
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate

The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work and live
from the sea, among them sailors, fish-
ermen and their families.

! dj219@msn.com
’ ) Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
®/ ' mark.krepich@gmail.com

Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Liturgical Ministry Schedule for September 12, 2020 - January 3, 2021
It’s time to schedule for the fall. It’s hard for us to believe it also!
If you have internet access please enter your NOT available dates in your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro.
Here is the direct link to that website — www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/teammates
There is also a link from our parish website (WWW.STJOHNSALTOONA.ORG) and a link in the email reminder you will
receive soon.
There are cards available in the Gathering Space for those who do not have access to the internet.
If you are not able to update your profile online or visit the church to fill out a card, you may give Mark Kreppich a call
on a weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the weekends at 814-932-2223.
Please update your profile online or call Mark or fill out a card and return it by midnight
on Sunday, August 23rd. Ministry
Family members can fill out one card front and back. Scheduler
Thank you for your service to our faith community throughout the year! Pro



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

REGISTRATION FORMS are available in the Gathering
Space at Church as well as on our website. We ask that
parents register students for the fall semester as soon as
possible. Fall instruction will begin online in September.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE

SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
MONDAY ¢ WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
TUESDAY e THURSDAY e FRIDAY - 8:30 AM

We will continue to record Sunday Mass for those unable
to attend and post it on our Facebook page and website.

Introducing our new mobile app

@ RaiseRight.

H ﬁ by ShopWithScrip

& App Store

o
P> Coogle Play

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: We can stay on course as a
keeper of all God’s gifts when we stay focused on God.
Even the apostles doubted Jesus. He calmed their fears,
“Take courage, it is |I; do not be afraid.” Many times we
act afraid and let obstacles get in our way of living as true
stewards: If we share our time, we won’t have enough to
do what we want to do; If we give our money away, we
won’t have enough to buy what we want for our loved
ones and ourselves; If we offer our talents, they won’t be
good enough to meet our expectation; If we love without
strings, we won’t receive enough love in return.

A Christian steward recognizes God as the source of all.
Christian Stewardship does not seem as counter-cultural
now as it did six months ago. How will you continue to
live with courage to meet the needs of others?
(https://diocesehelena.org/offices-and-ministries/
stewardship-services-2/discerning-gifts-of-time-talent)

Stewardship at St. John’s

July 26, 2020
Envelopes S 3,624.00
Loose S 599.14
Children’s Offerings S 3.00
Catholic Education S 31.00
Catholic Register S 15.00
Peter’s Pence S 2.00
Asumption of Mary S 25.00
Food Bank Donations S 45.00
Subtotal S 4,344.14
Online Giving S 1,918.00
Total Offertory S 6,262.14

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $155,127
Pledge Payment Committed $22,397
Total Pledges/Donations $177,523

Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423
Last Update: June 30, 2020
Payments/Donations $ 33,280
Pledge Payments Committed $600
Total Gifts $ 33,880

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Adam e Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Julie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier e Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman e Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton
Mary Jo Ivory ¢ Brian Kopp ® Amy Langenbacher
Lisa e Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias
Therese Merilli ® Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer
Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy e Stan Neal ¢ Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Cari Roth e Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin
Peggy Seiler e Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter
Laura Price Spenmark e Tim Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel
Lois Werfel e Carol White ® William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Milan & Family e Dorothy Yingling
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Dina Temofonte
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIP 2020-2021: For $150 you
can sponsor a student in our sister parish, Sts. Peter and
Paul in Haiti. This donation helps with tuition, books, uni-
form, and lunch. Having a definite budget for the school
year, thanks to our support, allows the school to run more
effectively and with security. Just like in the U.S. Haitian
schools closed in the spring but your money was not
wasted because the teachers' salaries continued and
books and supplies had already been purchased. On Au-
gust 10th, Father Banive will reopen the school to finish
the previous academic year. In October, they will begin
this upcoming year. In the Gathering Space you will find
the display with envelopes. If you are renewing, please
take your renewal envelope. If you are new, take one for
a new sponsorship. You can return the envelopes in the
collection or mail to the office. It may be that you can not
be assigned the same student. Sometimes families move
or your student may have passed 6th grade. It would be
wonderful to have all donations in by the end of Septem-
ber. If you are not attending church in person right now,
please contact me (Mary Lee Madigan-Davis) at
mImdcreek@aol.com or 814-931-2651 so | can make ar-
rangements for you. We thank you in advance for your
great support for our Haitian brothers and sisters. They
are always grateful and pray for us often. We make a big
difference to their lives and give them hope.




ST. JOHN’S BOWLING LEAGUE
will delay the start of the 2020-
2021 season due to safety con-
cerns caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. We hope to re-
sume bowling soon, but for now, stay safe! Any questions,
call Gary Johnson at 814-696-2683.

©1.8. Paluch Co,, Inc.

MISSIONARY VISIT: Next weekend, August 15/16, Fr.
Timothy M. Kremen, O.S.M. of the order of Friar Servants
of Mary (Servites) USA province will be here to speak
about their missionary work in KwaZulu-Natal, Republic
of South Africa. The Servites are one of the mendicant
orders and were founded in the 13" century in Florence,
Italy. At the present time they serve all over the world in
every type of apostolate. The main task of the missionar-
ies today continues to be the proclamation of the Gospel
and the establishment of viable Catholic communities.
Other ministries include education, primary health care-
centers, providing funding to improve the water system
to root out malaria and the formation of their young Zulu
seminarians. They are also involved in digging wells and
building homes for the very poor. They are in need of
prayers and material to help carry on these ministries.
God bless you for your prayers and financial assistance.

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY LITURGY: Bishop Mark
Bartchak and the Family Life Office cordially invite all cou-
ples celebrating 1, 5, 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, and 60+ Wedding
Anniversary in 2020 (and their families) to attend the An-
nual Wedding Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may attend
Sunday, September 13 in ALTOONA at Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, September 20 in JOHN-
STOWN at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both locations are
handicap accessible. Liturgies in each location begin at
2:00 p.m. Bishop Mark will be the celebrant and homilist
at each celebration. Refreshments/snacks will be availa-
ble after the mass for anniversary couples and their fami-
lies. Please contact Deborah Johnson (942-5503) to make
your reservation for either celebration by Wednesday, Au-
gust 19.

CALVARY CEMETERY BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE: 4 burial lots
in Block O near the new maintenance building; 2 with ex-
isting Foundation stone and recessed Monument. All for
$3,500.00 (a $9,522.00 value) Financing available at 0%
interest. To purchase, call Joseph Grassi at 702-340-9999.
If you have any questions, please contact Monsignor
Becker for further information.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS MEETING: The Catholic Daughters
of the Americas Prince Gallitzin Court 2625 will meet on
Monday, August 10, 2020 at St Rose of Lima social hall.
However, we will not serve food or drinks. All interested
Catholic women are welcome to attend.

B - WIING

Nineteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 9, 2020

Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

&O
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— Psalm 85:12

Schedule for the Week

Sunday August 9 — 19" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for Karl Luckner requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

10:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

11:30 AM - Communion in the Front Circle

12:30 AM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday August 10 — St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
6:00 PM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Tuesday August 11 — St. Claire, Virgin
8:30 AM - Mass for Philip John Hernandez requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Wednesday August 12 — Weekday

5:00 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for David Petrak requested by
Mary Petrak

Thursday August 13 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer & Communion Service

Friday August 14 — St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr
8:30 AM - Morning Prayer & Communion Service

Saturday August 15 — Vigil of 20" Sunday in Ordinary
Time

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday August 16 — 20" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM - Mass for Pamela Jones requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder
10:00 AM - Mass for Jean Riccitelli requested by
David Riccitelli

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26
Tuesday: Ez 2:8 — 3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;

Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Ps 113:1-6; Mt 18:15-20
Thursday: Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21-19:1
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 [59-63]; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6;

Mt 19:3-12
Saturday: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10-12, 16;

1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56
Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;

Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28




: and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.
Psalm 85:11-12

Sunday Readings
August 9, 2020
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a

At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a cave where he took shelter. Then the
LorbD said to him, “Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LorD; the Lord will be
passing by.” A strong and heavy wind was rending the mountains and crushing rocks before the
LorD—but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake—»but the
LoRD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was fire—but the LORD was not in
the fire. After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound. When he heard this, Elijah hid his face
in his cloak and went and stood at the entrance of the cave.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14

R. (8) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what God proclaims;

the LORD—for he proclaims peace.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,

glory dwelling in our land.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
The LoRD himself will give his benefits;

our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and prepare the way of his steps.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.



Reading 2
Rom 9:1-5

Brothers and sisters: | speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie; my conscience joins with the Holy Spirit
in bearing me witness that | have great sorrow and constant anguish in my heart. For | could wish that |
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the
flesh. They are Israelites; theirs the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promises; theirs the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is over
all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Gospel
Mt 14:22-33

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede him to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it
was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed
about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward
them walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a
ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be
afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said,
“Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how
strong the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” After they got into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him
homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission

in writing from the copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.



| and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.
Psalm 85:11-12

FREE TO CHOOSE

Our readings today drench us in God’s kindness. The Old Testament reading, Paul’s
letter, and the Gospel demonstrate God’s creative and personalized outreach to us.
In each case, we see a different reaction to God’s gestures. Elijah drinks in his con-
solation, recognizing God in gentle silence and going out to meet God. The Israel-
ites, according to Saint Paul, though encountering God in a variety of ways through
the centuries, ultimately reject the Messiah whom God sends to them. Peter thinks
he recognizes the Lord coming to him on the water, but demands proot and grows
frightened. At all times and in all places, God longs for us to believe and goes to
great lengths to strengthen our faith. Ultimately, God never compels belief, but leaves
us free to choose. Today’s scriptures challenge us to consider our own response to
God’s constant work in our lives.

EMBRACING DIVERSITY

Today’s readings console and challenge us, reminding us just how hard God works
for us so we might have faith. God’s labors are infinitely diverse, too, always tai-
lored to fit our particular situations, personalities, and needs. In Elijah’s case, he iIs
hiding in a cave on the very same mountain where Moses once encountered God
in the burning bush. Hunted by the pagan Queen Jezebel, Elijah is running for his
life. While Moses experienced God in fire on this mountain, Elijah requires a gentler
touch. God comes to him not in awesome displays of power, but in a “tiny whisper-
iIng sound.” God provides exactly the tranquility Elijah needs before sending him off
on a new mission.

God’s creative care for us does not always lead to faith, however. In a strikingly ten-
der passage, Saint Paul shares his heartbreak that God’s chosen people could reject
Jesus, even after all God has done to prepare them for the Messiah. God has accom-
panied the chosen people through adoption, miracles, covenants, commandments,
prophets, and kings. Despite ages of dedicated and inventive caregiving, God’s peo-
ple do not unite in worship of the true Messiah. The proper response to this lack of
faith is sorrow, and Saint Paul pours out the “constant anguish” in his heart.

In yet another astonishingly creative gesture, God visits people in need of faith by de-
fying the laws of nature. Matthew’s Gospel describes Jesus actually walking on water
to comfort his disciples during a storm at sea. After their terror subsides and the
winds grow calm, faith floods the disciples’ hearts. They worship Jesus, proclaiming,
“Truly, you are the Son of God.”

TO THE LIMIT
Sometimes God’s creative overtures are
almost too much to handle. In a daring -
effort to trust, Peter challenges Jesus to TODAY’S READINGS
share miraculous power with him. Jesus 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a

obliges, and Peter walks on water. Peter
enjoys his miracle until his natural limita-
tions spoil his taith. Just imagine what
barriers we can shatter if only we believe. Matthew 14:22-33

Psalm 85:9-14
Romans 9:1-5




God's Word for Children

Help Elijah find his way to the entrance of the cave.
The Lorp will be passing by!

Sror -f%}
N

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The disciples were caught in a storm at sea.

Peter saw Jesus walking toward them on the water.
Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water, too.
But then he got scared and started to sink. He called, “Lord, save me!”
Jesus caught Peter and they returned to the boat.
Finish this picture to illustrate the story.

You can read it in your Bible at Matthew 14:22-33.
..Jesus’ feet on the water.

.. afrightened look
on Peter’s face.
..asail onthe boat.

tnd

©.S. Paluch Co., Inc. ® 800-566-6150 © Year A ¢ Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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ASSUMPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

This August 15, the Church observes the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. This holy day celebrates our belief that at the end of her life, God raised Mary, body
and soul, to live with God in heaven forever. This belief was officially declared a dogma of the
Catholic Church in 1950 by Pope Pius XII. It reminds us that our bodies are a gift from God and
worthy of respect and honor.

We remember the Assumption at the height of the harvest season. Just as Mary was taken up
to heaven as the fruit of Christ’s promise of resurrection, we are surrounded by the bounty of
the earth, the fruits and vegetables given to us by our Creator. As part of this celebration, many
churches gather baskets of garden produce, herbs, and flowers to display during the Mass and
then share that abundance with the poor.

If you have a garden, gather some of the food you’ve grown
as well as some herbs or flowers. Arrange them as a centerpiece
for your table on Tuesday. If your family has a statue of Mary,
place it in the center of the display on your table.

The Magnificat,

Mary’s prayer of praise
and thanksgiving, declares,
“The Lord has filled the hungry
with good things”
(Luke 1:53).

In Mary’s name, think about
contributing food to the hungry
and homeless.

As you share the food
at your table, pray that one
day everyone will join Mary
and Jesus in heaven,
gathered around
God’s table forever.
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