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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME




A Few Words from the Pastor:

OUR WEEK'’S SAINTS: St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090
— 1153) was one of the great reformers of monastic
life in the middle ages, and is known for his biblical
commentaries and homilies. His works are still in
use by preachers today. His writings and depth of
spirituality have merited for him the title of Doctor
of the Church. St. Pius X, whose pontificate extend-
ed from 1903 until 1914, did much to reform the lit-
urgy and promote sound doctrine in the church.
Among his liturgical reforms was the change he
made for the age for First Communion. Moving the
age from 12 to 7, Pius X wanted our children to un-
derstand and appreciate the Eucharist at an earlier
age, when a child reaches what is known as the “age
of reason.”

COMMUNION IN THE FRONT CIRCLE — We have
been pleased with the number of parishioners who
are taking advantage of coming to the parish for
Communion after viewing Mass at home. Bishop
Mark has encouraged parishes to offer communion
outside the church after Mass on Sunday mornings.
Communion will be distributed twice: first at 11:30,
and then again at 12:30. Your promptness is appre-
ciated.

Liturgical Ministry Schedule for
September 12, 2020 - January 3, 2021

It’s time to schedule for the fall. It’s hard for us to believe
it also! If you have internet access please enter your NOT
available dates in your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro.
Here is the direct link to that website —
www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/teammates

There is also a link from our parish website
(WWW.STJOHNSALTOONA.ORG) and a link in the email
reminder you will receive soon.

There are cards available in the Gathering Space for
those who do not have access to the internet.

If you are not able to update your profile online or visit
the church to fill out a card, you may give Mark Kreppich
a call on a weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or
on the weekends at 814-932-2223.

Please update your profile online or call Mark or fill out a
card and return it by midnight on Sunday, August 23rd.
Family members can fill out one card front and back.
Thank you for your service to our faith community
throughout the year!

DAILY MEDITATIONS — My daily reflections on our
website will continue to focus upon the life and spir-
ituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesu-
its and renowned master of the spiritual life. Please
join us!

CONFIRMATION DATES SET: We will be celebrating
the Sacrament of Confirmation here at St. John’s on
Monday evening, September 28" at 7:00 PM, and
again on Wednesday evening, September 30" at
7:00 PM. Let’s pray that a second wave of the virus
does not delay us again!

WEEKEND MASSES: Attendance at our weekend
Masses is certainly encouraging, given the limitations
that are placed upon gatherings. We are comfortably
and safely able to accommodate 50 to 60 people at a
weekend Mass. Should we have an overflow, we al-
ways have the opportunity and option to place
chairs in the gathering space. Masks and social dis-
tancing remain the norm.

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING: all are most
welcome to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible
study, which meets online at 7 PM. We typically re-
view the readings of the coming Sunday, which al-
lows all of us to be better prepared to hear God'’s
word when we gather for the Eucharist. To join,
please provide me with your email address.

¢ o, |
CONGRATULATIONS

Connect to Catholic campus ministry today:

signup.newmanconnection.com




MISSIONARY VISIT: This weekend, Fr. Timothy M. Kre-
men, O.S.M. of the order of Friar Servants of Mary
(Servites) USA province will be here to speak about their
missionary work in KwaZulu-Natal, Republic of South Afri-
ca. The main task of the missionaries today continues to
be the proclamation of the Gospel and the establishment
of viable Catholic communities. Other ministries include
education, primary healthcare centers, providing funding
to improve the water system to root out malaria and the
formation of their young Zulu seminarians. They are also
involved in digging wells and building homes for the very
poor. They are in need of prayers and material to help
carry on these ministries.

SCRIP TIP: Use enrollment code 4CB543BF842

Download our RaiseRight
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Jownload on the
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" f&pp Store

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Saint Paul reminds us that “the
gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” We are each
and all uniquely gifted by God in a variety of ways. Taking
ownership of our gifts, especially our talents and abilities,
is not being prideful or egotistical. It is living in true hu-
mility when we credit God with our gifts and put them in
His service.Our unique gifts include our very lives and the
time we have been given, our faith and the Church, our
relationships, our work and vocations, our abilities and
interests, experiences and passions, our money and pos-
sessions, the environment and our citizenship, even our
obstacles, weaknesses and mistakes. How will you use
these gifts God entrusted you to carry out your personal
vocation? Let the depth of faith God has given you con-
tinue to “walk the stewardship walk.”

Stewardship at St. John’s

August 2, 2020
Envelopes S 6,087.00
Loose S 558.14
Children’s Offerings S 5.00
Catholic Education S 35.00
Catholic Register S  115.00
Catholic Relief (Rice Bowl) S 8.30
Asumption of Mary S 50.00
Food Bank Donations S 65.00
Subtotal S 6,923.30
Online Giving S  818.00
Total Offertory S 7,741.30

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $155,127
Pledge Payment Committed $22,397
Total Pledges/Donations $177,523

Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423
Last Update: June 30, 2020
Payments/Donations $ 33,280
Pledge Payments Committed $600
Total Gifts $ 33,880

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:

Adam e Aiden ¢ Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Julie Beiswenger e Scott Brenneman ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier ¢ Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman e Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton
Mary Jo lvory e Brian Kopp ® Amy Langenbacher
Lisa e Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias
Therese Merilli ® Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller
Susie Miller ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer
Ailani Myers e Nancy e Stan Neal ¢ Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Cari Roth e Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin
Peggy Seiler e Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter
Laura Price Spenmark ® Tim Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel
Lois Werfel e Carol White e William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Milan & Family e Dorothy Yingling

HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIP 2020-2021: For $150 you
can sponsor a student in our sister parish, Sts. Peter and
Paul in Haiti. This donation helps with tuition, books, uni-
form, and lunch. Having a definite budget for the school
year, thanks to our support, allows the school to run more
effectively and with security. Just like in the U.S. Haitian
schools closed in the spring but your money was not
wasted because the teachers' salaries continued and
books and supplies had already been purchased. On Au-
gust 10th, Father Banive will reopen the school to finish
the previous academic year. In October, they will begin
this upcoming year. In the Gathering Space you will find
the display with envelopes. If you are renewing, please
take your renewal envelope. If you are new, take one for
a new sponsorship. You can return the envelopes in the
collection or mail to the office. It may be that you can not
be assigned the same student. Sometimes families move
or your student may have passed 6th grade. It would be
wonderful to have all donations in by the end of Septem-
ber. If you are not attending church in person right now,
please contact me (Mary Lee Madigan-Davis) at
mImdcreek@aol.com or 814-931-2651 so | can make ar-
rangements for you. We thank you in advance for your
great support for our Haitian brothers and sisters. They
are always grateful and pray for us often. We make a big
difference to their lives and give them hope.




i FAITH FORMATION NEWS

é REGISTRATION FORMS are available in the Gathering !
i Space at Church as well as on our website on the Faith '
' Formation page. We ask that parents register students :

é for the fall semester as soon as possible so that we may
iorder the books we need. Fall instruction will begin
‘online.

ST. JOHN’S BOWLING LEAGUE will delay the start of the
2020-2021 season due to safety concerns caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic. We hope to resume bowling soon,
but for now, stay safe! Any questions, call Gary Johnson at
814-696-2683.

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY LITURGY: All couples
celebrating their 1, 5, 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, and 60+ Wedding
Anniversary in 2020 (and their families) are invited to
attend the Annual Wedding Anniversary Liturgy. Couples
may attend Sunday, September 13 in ALTOONA at Cathe-
dral of the Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, September 20 in
JOHNSTOWN at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both loca-
tions are handicap accessible. Liturgies in each location
begin at 2:00 p.m. Bishop Mark will be the celebrant and
homilist at each celebration. Refreshments/snacks will be
available after the mass for anniversary couples and their
families. Please contact Deborah Johnson (942-5503) by
Wednesday, August 19 to make your reservation for either
celebration.

CALVARY CEMETERY BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE: 4 burial lots
in Block O near the new maintenance building; 2 with ex-
isting Foundation stone and recessed Monument. All for
$3,500.00 (a $9,522.00 value) Financing available at 0%
interest. To purchase, call Joseph Grassi at 702-340-9999.
If you have any questions, please contact Msgr Becker.

CLASSES VIA INTRANET: The Office of Adult Enrichment
and Lay Ecclesial Ministry is happy to announce that 3
classes will be offered via the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown Intranet. In order to attend these classes via
the Diocesan Intranet, you must have access to a comput-
er. Deacon Michael Russo will be teaching Sacred Scrip-
ture and Synoptic Gospels, a 10 week course, Tuesdays
from 6-8:30 PM beginning August 18th and Wisdom Liter-
ature and Psalms, a 6 week course, Thursdays from 6-8:30
PM beginning August 27th. Heart of Faith, an 8 week
course will also be offered via Intranet beginning Wednes-
day, September 2 from 6-8:00 PM. Please note that there
is a limited amount of seating for each of these classes to
be attended in person at St. Patrick School, Johnstown.
Masks and Social Distancing will be required if attending
in person.

For more class information, registration/book fees and to
register, please contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000.

Twentieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
August 16, 2020
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Observe what is right, do what is just;
for my salvation is about to come,
my justice, about to be revealed.

— Isaiah 56:1

Schedule for the Week

Sunday August 16 — 20" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for Pamela Jones requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

10:00 AM - Mass for Jean Riccitelli requested by
David Riccitelli

11:30 AM - Communion in the Front Circle

12:30 AM - Communion in the Front Circle

Monday August 17 — Weekday
6:00 PM - Mass for Regina Feryok requested by
Marian Monios

Tuesday August 18 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Wednesday August 19 — Weekday

5:00 PM - Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Joseph Paul Miller requested by
Sandy & Joe Hebler

Thursday August 20 — St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the

Church

8:30 AM - Mass for Sephanie J. Rorabough requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Friday August 21 — St. Pius X, Pope
8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Saturday, August 22 - Vigl of 21* Sunday in Ordinary

Time

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Daniel Sclafani requested by
Tony & Jan Fago

Sunday August 23 — 21* Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Frank & Linda Lang

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab;

Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 23:1-12
Sunday: Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36;
Mt 16:13-20




TURN SHOPPING INTO EARNING

EARN
$1,000+
per year

Experience the right way to
fundraise

Gift card fundraising is the best way to raise money. Buy gift cards from your favorite
brands to earn on your daily purchases. It's never been easier to create opportunities
for what matters most to you. No extra money spent. No extra time wasted.

Easily raise $1,000 or more every year

Raise money by purchasing @ Use them at full value
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$
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' ! able to use gift cards so we
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to ShopWithScrip.com on your computer. Jen H., earns for hockey

Use Enrollment Code 4CB543BF842

Questions? Email Chris Palazzi — cpalazzi52@yahoo.com

The merchants represented are not sponsors or otherwise affiliated with ShopWithScrip® The logos and
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Simply the Right
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Sunday Readings

August 16, 2020

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1
Is 56:1, 6-7
Thus says the LORD:
Observe what is right, do what is just;
for my salvation is about to come,
my justice, about to be revealed.
The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
ministering to him,
loving the name of the LORD,
and becoming his servants—
all who keep the sabbath free from profanation
and hold to my covenant,
them I will bring to my holy mountain
and make joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and sacrifices
will be acceptable on my altar,
for my house shall be called
a house of prayer for all peoples.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps67:2-3,5, 6, 8

R. (4) O God, let all the nations praise you!
May God have pity on us and bless us;
may he let his face shine upon us.

So may your way be known upon earth;
among all nations, your salvation.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!
May the nations be glad and exult
because you rule the peoples in equity;
the nations on the earth you guide.

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!
May the peoples praise you, O God;

may all the peoples praise you!

May God bless us,

and may all the ends of the earth fear him!
R. O God, let all the nations praise you!



Reading 2
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32

Brothers and sisters: | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as | am the apostle to the Gentiles, |
glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus save some of them. For if their rejection is
the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. Just as you once disobeyed God but have now
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God delivered all to disobedience, that he
might have mercy upon all.

Gospel
Mt 15:21-28

At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that
district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a
demon.” But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her. Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her
away, for she keeps calling out after us.” He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.” But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” He said in reply, “It is
not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Please, Lord, for even the
dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And the woman’s daughter was healed from that
hour.
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission

in writing from the copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.



THE LORD WELCOMES ALL

All of us who ache to be accepted find lavish comfort in today’s readings. Rich iIn
mercy, the Lord welcomes all of us—no exceptions. Isaiah extends God’s invitation
to all nations, even to foreigners who often arouse suspicion from the “in crowd.”
Saint Paul takes advantage of these fearful suspicions by provoking the Israelites’
jealousy: if even Gentiles can offer acceptable worship to the one true God, then
God’s chosen people should surely do the same. In a similar way, Jesus provokes his
disciples in today’s Gospel from Matthew. Bantering with a Canaanite woman, Jesus
draws out her tremendous faith, which endures despite the typical rejection she fac-
es from scornful Israelites. Whether we identity more with the privileged disciples or
the marginalized Canaanite woman, we cannot mistake God’s universal invitation to
believe in the One who saves us.

REJECTED

At one time or another, we have all been rejected or ridiculed, left out of a conver-
sation, or not invited to a party. It hurts to be excluded. God makes all things new,
though, and our scriptures today invite us to turn over our aching hearts to the Lord.
Some of us might feel reluctant to give our hearts to the Lord, especially if our suf-
fering somehow involves God or the Church. Why pour out hearts to God, after all,
if God seems to be the cause of our troubles? A tragic loss, a painful death, or an
unavoidable catastrophe can disrupt or destroy our life plans. When people clumsily
console us then, saying, “lIt’'s God’s will,” we can easily become suspicious of God
and the almighty will. If we suffer from the sinful structures or actions of God'’s repre-
sentatives and ministers in the Church, we might look with skepticism at the prayers
of that same Church.

Even so, our Canaanite woman today persuades us not to lose hope. The disciples
scorn her, complaining that she “keeps calling” out for help. Like irritable children, the
disciples ask Jesus to “send her away.” And just when we might expect Jesus to take
her side, to scold the disciples and reward the woman'’s persistence, he shocks us by
Implying she I1s a dog. Undaunted, the woman accepts Jesus’ remark and parlays its
aggression into her own forcetul plea: “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps
that fall from the table of their masters.”

ACCEPTED

The woman’s faith Is irresistible —to Jesus, and to us. Jesus grants her heart’s desire,
healing her daughter trom that very mo-
ment. We too are won over by her indom-
itable confidence In the Lord. Truly, this
woman Is one of the heroes of the New
Testament. When difficulties suffocate us
and we feel turned away like a stray dog,
we can recall the Canaanite woman’s
simple words: “Lord, help me.”




God's Word for Children

A woman came to Jesus and asked him
to make her daughter well.
You can read this story in Matthew 15:21-28.
Choose from the three letters shown
to complete important words from this story.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The phrase below is from the book of Isaiah.
Fill in the missing words by using the grid.

___Outhrer
dem_n

called

a

of

for

.| peoples

(3-Q)
all

(2-a)

A Prayer

Isaiah 56:7

* Year A * Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
v American Bible, revisea on © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
ission of the copyright owner. Al rights reserved.
ermission in writing from the copyright owner.
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A Canaanite woman pleaded with Jesus
to heal her daughter.
Matthew 15:21-28

LET THE CHILDREN COME

August 21 is the feast day of a pope who became a saint, St. Pius X. Born Giuseppe
Sarto, he became known as “The Pope of the Eucharist” because the changes he made in the cele-
bration of this sacrament helped everyone draw closer to Jesus in the Eucharist.

In the early 1900s children could not receive Communion until they had passed
many tests, usually when they were about thirteen years old. Many adults did not receive
Communion very often either, because they didn't believe they were worthy or good
enough to receive Jesus. Pius X encouraged people to receive Communion often because
! he believed people are good and should humbly accept this great gift of Jesus. He taught
/JK\\_)/ |that receiving the Eucharist often was the surest way to get to heaven.

SN |
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Pope Pius especially wanted young children to be prepared to receive Jesus in Holy
Communion. He believed that these little ones could understand what Jesus taught about following God’s
law of love, and that the bread and wine of Eucharist are not just ordinary food and drink. Today, children
as young as seven years of age receive their First Communion.

School and religious education programs are about to begin. Are you preparing to receive your
own First Holy Communion this year? Do you know someone who is? On this list, write the names of

everyone you know who will receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time this year. Keep the list where
you can see it. Each day say a prayer for them and for yourself.

Jesus, you said,
“Let the children come to me.”

\
You invite us to your table. T
Make our hearts ready
to receive you. e
Fill us with your love
and make us ready to P
bring your love to others. w—
Come, Lord Jesus, come. -
—
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