St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org
PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kris n Hoyne - Parish Council President inaugh@aol.com
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlan cbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS
LECTORS
Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM - Maria Spayd , Betsy Slat
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM - Russell O’Reilly, James Krug
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM - Bob Olson , Paul Dennis

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM - Connie Baker
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

ALTAR SERVERS
SACRISTAN
Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM-Keaton Swope, Brody Partner-Gore Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Mai Linh Do
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM- Evie & Estella Koch
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Billy Sweet,
Judy Sneath, NOT FILLED
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM - Jane Strasser, Larry VanSickel,
Paula VanSickel, Carolyn English
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM – Walter Bloom, Peg Madden,
Patrick Podoletz, Wendy Campbell

SCRIP
Sat. Aug. 1- 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, NOT FILLED
Sun. Aug. 2 - 8:00 AM-Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Aug. 2 - 10:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

Prayer of St. Igna us
Lord, teach me to be generous.
Teach me to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labour and not to ask for reward,
save that of knowing that I do your will. Amen.

A Few Words from the Pastor:
COMMUNION IN THE FRONT CIRCLE: For the sake of those who are not able to a end Mass in public, Bishop Mark has
encouraged parishes to oﬀer communion outside the church a er Mass on Sunday mornings. Once you have watched
Mass on TV or the internet, you are welcome to come to church and receive communion in your car in the front circle.
Communion will be distributed twice: first at 11:30, and then again at 12:30. Your promptness is appreciated.
CONFIRMATION DATES SET: We intend to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirma on here at St. John’s on Monday
evening, September 28th at 7:00 PM, and again on Wednesday evening, September 30th at 7:00 PM. If your son or
daughter is scheduled for Confirma on (having been postponed in the spring), expect to be hearing from us soon!
Let’s pray that a second wave of the virus does not delay us again!
OUR SAINTS OF THE WEEK: Saint Igna us of Loyola (1491 – 1556) was born the youngest of thirteen children at Loyola
in Spain. His mother died soon a er his birth and he was adopted by the local blacksmith’s wife. With a “love of maral exercises and a vain glorious desire for fame,” Igna us joined the army at 17. He was happy to take up arms, engage in duels and, together with his leadership quali es, he became an accomplished fighter. That is un l he sustained
serious leg injuries when hit by a cannonball. St Igna us, during his convalescence, read many religious texts and resolved to devote his future life to the conversion of non-Chris ans, emula ng St Francis of Assisi. He studied theology,
was ordained a Priest and founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), becoming its first Superior General.
St Igna us is remembered as a talented spiritual director and for his vigorous opposi on to the Protestant Revolu on.
He is most noted for his “Spiritual Exercises,” which have been used by retreatants for centuries.
DAILY MEDITATIONS: My daily reflec ons on our website will focus upon the life and spirituality of St. Igna us of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits and renowned master of the spiritual life. Please join us!
WEEKEND MASSES: A endance at our weekend Masses is certainly encouraging, given the limita ons that are placed
upon gatherings. We are comfortably and safely able to accommodate 50 to 60 people at a weekend Mass. Should we
have an overflow, we always have the opportunity and op on to place chairs in the gathering space. Masks and social
distancing remain the norm.
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE: Our invita on to parishioners to a end daily mass rather than a weekend mass has worked
very well. We find that morning masses are more preferable than evening masses. We are therefore making a slight
change in our weekday mass schedule. Evening masses will con nue to be held on Monday and Wednesday at 6
o’clock. Morning masses will be oﬀered on Tuesday Thursday and Friday.
ONLINE GIVING: In these uncertain mes, the financial support of your parish remains important. Have you considered
online giving? Whether you are able to get to Mass or not, a direct deposit from your checking account to our parish
account allows you to sustain your giving without interrup on.
BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING: All are most welcome to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible study, which
meets online at 7 PM. We typically review the readings of the coming Sunday, which allows all of us to be be er prepared to hear God’s word when we gather for the Eucharist. To join, please provide me with your email address.
CHANGES IN FOOD AND OFFERTORY COLLECTION: We are most grateful to those who so generously oﬀer financially
support to our parish and those who donate to our “weekly” Second Sunday Food Collec on. Going forward, since we
are back to Mass in the church, we will not be collec ng groceries or envelopes in the carport, but in the Gathering
Space, as we have done in the past. This is a more secure loca on. Again, our gra tude!

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
MONDAY • WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
TUESDAY • THURSDAY • FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
We will con nue to record Sunday Mass for those unable
to a end and post it on our Facebook page and website.

July Prayer Inten on of Pope Francis
Our Families
We pray that today’s families may be
accompanied with love,
respect and guidance.

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY LITURGY: Bishop Mark
Bartchak and the Family Life Oﬃce cordially invite all couples celebra ng 1, 5, 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, and 60+ Wedding
Anniversary in 2020 (and their families) to a end the Annual Wedding Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may a end
Sunday, September 13 in ALTOONA at Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, September 20 in JOHNSTOWN at St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both loca ons are
handicap accessible. Liturgies in each loca on begin at
2:00 p.m. Bishop Mark will be the celebrant and homilist
at each celebra on. Refreshments/snacks will be available a er the mass for anniversary couples and their families. Reserva ons must be made through your parish for
either celebra on by Wednesday, August 19.
STEWARDSHIP CORNER: The disciples in today’s gospel
looked to Jesus to feed the thousands of people in the
crowds and he told them, “There is no need for them to
go away; give them some food yourselves.” When the
disciples claimed they did not have enough with only the
small amount of five loaves and two fish among themselves, Jesus challenged them to be personally responsible and not allow them to abandon the crowd in their
me of need. The simple gi s accepted by Jesus were
given in an act of love and trust. No ma er how small or
limited our gi s seem we must personally share them
with generosity. God will make what we oﬀer “enough.”
Simple gi s were “mul plied.” During the past six months
we have witnessed thousands of men, women, and children being the giver of simple gi s to the “crowds”
throughout our country and beyond who are in very extreme circumstances and levels of need. Will we share
our simple gi s of “loaves and fishes” as a habit and not
wait for someone else to step forward first?

Stewardship at St. John’s
July 12, 2020
Envelopes
Loose
Catholic Educa on
Peter’s Pence Collec on
Food Bank Dona ons
Subtotal
Online Giving
Total Oﬀertory

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

5,754.00
1,108.00
35.00
25.00
82.00
7,004.00
2,123.00
9,127.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Dona ons $155,005
Pledge Payment Commi ed $22,443
Total Pledges/Dona ons $177,448
Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $44,423
Last Update: June 30, 2020
Payments/Dona ons $ 33,280
Pledge Payments Commi ed $600
Total Gi s $ 33,880

ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Adam • Aiden • Cari Ann • James Aubrey
Julie Beiswenger • Robert Cole • Millie Grace Capon
Be y Dennis • Michael DeStefano • Jim Duﬀy
Bernadine Farrell • Kathy Felty • Chris ne Finkles ne
Mary Ann Flinn • Helen Fornwalt • Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell • Ken Hartman • Denny Horton
Randy Horton • Brian Kopp • Amy Langenbacher
Lisa • Sherri Maﬀe one • Louis Jack Mathias
Therese Merilli • Bryson Miller • Mildred Miller
Susie Miller • Barbara Moore • Donna Moyer
Ailani Myers • Nancy • Stan Neal • Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher • Karen Price
Ron Peschock • Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker
Vicki Riley • Allison Ritchey • Olga Romerowicz
Cari Roth • Mike Rudolph • Fr. Robert Rus n
Peggy Seiler • Bruce Shank • Anne Showalter
Laura Price Spenmark • Tim Temofonte • Pa y Teufel
Rose Wargo • Lois Werfel • Carol White
William Wieland • Noah Wills • Milan & Family
Dorothy Yingling
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Dina Temofonte
Jude Wargo - son of Wally & Rose Wargo
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.
Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
PLEASE LOGIN AND CHECK YOUR INFORMATION: Help us
keep St. John the Evangelist records up to date. Just visit
our parish website at stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the
My Own Church link on the le side of the page. Here you
can login and update your informa on. If anything has
changed, go ahead and update your info, and our staﬀ
will be no fied. If you haven’t logged in to My Own
Church, now is a great me to create an account. On the
Parish Website (stjohnsaltoona.org) click on My Own
Church on the le side of the homepage and create an
account. Once our staﬀ has received a request and verified your account, you can update your informa on. If
you have ques ons, please call the church oﬃce at 814942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our records!
GOING ON VACATION? Please use
Online Giving to catch-up on oﬀertory. Go to www. stjohnsaltoona.org
and click on the Donate Online link
under Parish Informa on on the le
side of the page. Complete the online registra on form.
It’s quick and easy. Your support during summer months
helps sustain our parish.

COLLEGE STUDENT MASS: Mass for students entering or
returning to college and their families will be held on Sunday, August 2nd at 7:00 PM outside at the Our Lady of the
Alleghenies Shrine in Lore o, next to the Basilica of Saint
Michael the Archangel. The Bishop will oﬀer a special
blessing to the students. Recent graduates entering the
workforce or the military are also welcome. Please bring
your own lawn chairs. If it rains, Mass will be celebrated
inside the Basilica.
SCRIP TIP: Beat the heat with earnings up to 16% on summer me accessories. It’s been a hot summer. Make the
most of it with a new pool, sprinkler, umbrella, and everything else you need to stay cool. The best part? When you
shop with scrip gi cards, your earnings benefit the organiza on and the people that ma er most to you.
ANNUAL FLEA MARKET: The St. Vincent de Paul Society
will hold their annual flea market at St. Therese of the
Child Jesus Conference Center on Friday August 7 and Saturday August 8 from 8:00 to 1:00 both days in Fr. Kelley
Hall on the corner of 25th Avenue and 5th Street in Altoona.
FOOD BANK NEEDS: Please drop oﬀ all dona ons in the
Gathering Space. The Church is open daily un l 6:00 PM.
In addi on to food, we are also collec ng toiletry
items: shampoo, condi oner, soap, razors & blades,
toothpaste/toothbrushes, etc. – anything related to
grooming & bathroom needs. Monetary dona ons can
also be placed in the collec on baskets. We appreciate
your help. There is s ll a great need for extra help during
this me. Please keep those dona ons coming!
FALL CLASS INFORMATION: The Oﬃce of Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry has announced their 2020
-2021 schedule of classes. For a descrip on of classes,
loca ons, mes, registra on forms and to learn more
about our programs visit www.dioceseaj.org/lay-ecclesialministry/ or contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000.
All are welcome!
LENTEN RICE BOWLS: If you s ll
have a CRS Rice Bowl from Lent
that you would like to turn in,
you can drop it oﬀ in the Gathering Space or the parish oﬃce.
Catholic Relief Services is the outreach from the Catholic
Church in the United States to those in need throughout
the world by responding to major emergencies, figh ng
disease and poverty, and nurturing peaceful and just socie es. CRS Rice Bowl proceeds benefit the work of Catholic
Relief Services as well as several local chari es.

Schedule for the Week
Sunday July 26 – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM- Mass for People of the Parish
10:00 AM- Mass for Serena Stevens requested by
Tom & Patricia Forr
11:30AM - Communion in the Front Circle
12:30AM - Communion in the Front Circle
Monday July 27 – Weekday
6:00 PM- Mass for Joe Robeson
Tuesday July 28 – Weekday
8:30 AM- Mass for Pam Jones requested by Arise Group
Wednesday July 29 – St. Martha
5:00 PM- Confessions
6:00 PM- Mass for Dr. Darla K. Wilshire requested by
Joy Frank
Thursday July 30 – Weekday
8:30 AM- Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Miller
Friday July 31 – St. Igna us of Loyola, Priest
8:30 AM - Mass for Jude Wargo requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Irwin
Saturday August 1 – Vigil of 18th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM- Confessions
4:00 PM- Mass for David Petrak requested by
Billy Sweet
Sunday August 2 – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM- Mass for People of the Parish
10:00 AM- Mass for Jean Riccitelli requested by
David Riccitelli

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;
Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 11:19-27
or Lk 10:38-42
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34;
Mt 14:1-12
Sunday: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; Rom 8:35, 37-39;
Mt 14:13-21

Sunday Readings
July 26, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1
1 Kgs 3:5, 7–12
The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask something of me and I will give it to you.”
Solomon answered: “O LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, king to succeed my father David; but I am a
mere youth, not knowing at all how to act. I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people so vast
that it cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to judge your people and to
distinguish right from wrong. For who is able to govern this vast people of yours?”
The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request. So God said to him: “Because you have asked for this—not
for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so that you may know
what is right—I do as you requested. I give you a heart so wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like
you up to now, and after you there will come no one to equal you.”

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 119:57, 72, 76–77, 127–128, 129–130
R. (97a) Lord, I love your commands.
I have said, O LORD, that my part
is to keep your words.
The law of your mouth is to me more precious
than thousands of gold and silver pieces.
R. Lord, I love your commands.
Let your kindness comfort me
according to your promise to your servants.
Let your compassion come to me that I may live,
for your law is my delight.
R. Lord, I love your commands.
For I love your command
more than gold, however fine.
For in all your precepts I go forward;
every false way I hate.
R. Lord, I love your commands.
Wonderful are your decrees;
therefore I observe them.
The revelation of your words sheds light,
giving understanding to the simple.
R. Lord, I love your commands.

Reading 2
Rom 8:28–30
Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also justified;
and those he justified he also glorified.
Gospel
Mt 13:44–52 [44–56]
In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in brackets are omitted.
Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides
again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it. [ Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore
and sit down to put what is good into buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be
wailing and grinding of teeth.
“Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe who has been
instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom both the new and the
old.” ]
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.,
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
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FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Online National

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

Directory of

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Certified Auto Technician
400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942
Altoona, PA 16602-4102

(814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

2005 Valley View Boulevard

LABOR*

x OFF
75% 50%

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost
of material.

Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535

Offer expires 3/31/20.

Offering Physical Therapy,
Occupational Therapy,

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,
and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

CALL NOW 412-528-1877

Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona 944-9365

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

Catholic Parishes
Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license
number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.

Check It Out Today!
(CST 2117990-70)

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER

The Most Complete

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home ✔Police
FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
David J. Mason, Supervisor
✔Fire
95
Hollidaysburg 695-1551
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
a month
NO
Long
Term
Contracts
Grow in your faith,

$19.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

CALL NOW!

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPSNationwide,
No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Your Catholic Credit Union

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!
378660 St John the Evangelist Church

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

and Present It The Next Time You
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all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

McAleer’s
Since 1886

Plumbing,
24 HOUR
Heating,
EMERGENCY
Air Conditioning
g SERVICE

• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial
• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition
1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona
942-7153
www.jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

