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Langenbacher,

and Nadia Wolf, on receiving their First Holy Communion.
We pray that God will bless them and draw them nearer to
Him today and always.

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS

Sat. July 18-4:00 PM - Francene Boland, Bob Olson
Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Diane Turcovsky, Tim Rea
Sun. July 19 - 10:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Susanna Tomlinson

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Sat. July 18-4:00 PM - NOT FILLED

Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. July 19 - 10:00 AM - Lou Ann Clark, Walter Bloom,
Cecelia Bloom

ALTAR SERVERS

Sat. July 18- 4:00 PM - Keaton Swope, Sophia Raneri
Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Ethan & Emily Miller
Sun. July 19 - 10:00 AM- Evie Koch, Estella Koch

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. July 18- 4:00 PM - Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet, Connie Baker,
Betsy Lloyd

Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Ed Stoltz, Ginny Reeder, Mary Truesdale,
Helen Miller

Sun. July 19 - 10:00 AM — Wendy Campbell, Peg Madden,
Barb Aubrey, Patrick Podoletz

SACRISTAN

Sat. July 18- 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne

Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci

Sun. July 19 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP

Sat. July 18- 4:00 PM - Becky Merilli, NOT FILLED

Sun. July 19 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky

Sun. July 19 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org




A Few Words from the Pastor:

FAITH FORMATION: CHANGE AND CHALLENGE -- Because of the necessary limitations placed upon us by the
pandemic, there is little indication that we will be able to have face-to-face faith formation classes this fall, or
in the foreseeable future. This has prompted many parishes, our own included, to look online for family-
centered Faith Formation programs with parents taking a more active role in the teaching of their children at
home. | foresee that online meetings between teachers, parents and children will also be a part of this ap-
proach.

In addition, as much as we have appreciated the commitment that Megan Swope has made to the
children of our parish as faith formation director for the past few years, she will not be returning as our DRE.
Our current pandemic situation, however, has required our parish to consider how best to make use of our
on-site staff and our limited resources.

As pastor, | intend to take a more active role myself in working with our teachers, parents and chil-
dren, sharing the coordination of our faith formation with our on-site parish staff. Again, we are most grate-
ful to Megan for the care and attention which she has given to the children and young people of our par-
ish. We will surely miss her energy and enthusiasm.

WEEKEND MASSES: Attendance at our weekend Masses is certainly encouraging, given the limitations
that are placed upon gatherings. We are comfortably and safely able to accommodate 50 to 60 people at a
weekend Mass. Should we have an overflow, we always have the opportunity and option to place chairs in
the gathering space. Masks and social distancing remain the norm.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE: Our invitation to parishioners to attend daily mass rather than a weekend
mass has worked very well. We find that morning masses are more preferable than evening masses. We are
therefore making a slight change in our weekday mass schedule. Evening masses will continue to be held on
Monday and Wednesday at 6 o’clock. Morning masses will be offered on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at
8:30. Given the low attendance, we are changing the mass on Friday from the evening to the morning.

ONLINE GIVING - In these uncertain times, the financial support of your parish remains important.
Have you considered online giving? Whether you are able to get to Mass or not, a direct deposit from your
checking account to our parish account allows you to sustain your giving without interruption.

BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING: All are most welcome to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible
study, which meets online at 7 PM. We typically review the readings to be done the coming Sunday, which
allows all of us to be better prepared to hear God’s word when we gather for the Eucharist. To join, please
provide me with your email address.

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Kristin Hoyne - Parish Council President inaugh@aol.com
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net

Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com

Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
mark.krepich@gmail.com

Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance




Here in the middle of summer,
many people grow vegetable

_ and flower gardens, or appreci-
ate the work of others by buying
produce from roadside stands
and farmer’s markets. All our
readings today embrace one of
God’s smallest but most com-
mon miracles as a metaphor:
the seed and its cycle, and all that it stands for. Isaiah re-
minds us that just as God waters the earth and cares for it
so that seeds may grow, so the Word of God will come
and not return to God until it has borne fruit. Psalm 65
describes the cycle of growth and personifies fields that
“shout for joy.” Romans has “creation groaning in labor
pains” as it waits for its seed to come to fruition, redemp-
tion of the body. Similarly, Jesus teaches the crowds by
using the parable of the sower and the seed.

July Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Our Families
We pray that today’s families may be
accompanied with love, respect and '
guidance.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:

By living as good stewards of God’s many gifts, we have
the capacity to harvest an abundant crop of “faith” that
nourishes ourselves as well as others we encounter in our
earthly journeys. It is by living to provide our brothers
and sisters who are in need food, clothing, shelter, for-
giveness, healing and safety, that we can share in the glo-
ry of God’s Kingdom.

Stewardship at St. John’s

June 28, 2020
Envelopes S 4,305.00
Loose S 485.00
Catholic Relief - Rice Bowl S 7.88
Children’s Offering S 250.00
Catholic Education S 25.00
Peter’s Pence Collection S 150.00
Food Bank Donations S 65.00
Subtotal S 5,262.00
Online Giving S 2,043.00
Total Offertory S 7,305.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $153,410
Pledge Payment Committed $23,503
Total Pledges/Donations $176,913

Catholic Ministries Drive
Last Update: May 31, 2020
Target S 44,423
Payments/Donations $ 32,655
Pledge Payments Committed $700
Total Gifts $ 33,355

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Adam e Aiden ¢ Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey o
Julie Beiswenger ® Robert Cole eMillie Grace Capon
Betty Dennis ¢ Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy
Bernadine Farrell e Kathy Felty ¢ Christine Finklestine
Mary Ann Flinn e Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman ¢ Denny Horton
Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa e Joan Litzinger
Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias e Bryson Miller
Mildred Miller e Susie Miller ¢ Barbara Moore
Donna Moyer e Ailani Myers ® Nancy ¢ Stan Neal
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin e Peggy Seiler ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Laura Price Spenmark
Tim & Dina Temofonte e Patty Teufel ® Rose Wargo
Lois Werfel e Carol White e William Wieland
Noah Wills e Milan & Family ¢ Dorothy Yingling

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Jude Wargo - son of Wally & Rose Wargo

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.

SCRIP TIP: You spend a big portion of your monthly budg-
et on groceries for your family. But did you know there’s a
way to make all that money work for you? By using scrip
to pay for your regular grocery purchases, you can earn
funds for our church every time you shop. You pay face
value and your gift card is worth face value, but St. John’s
earns a rebate on every gift card you purchase. If you
spend just $100 a week on scrip grocery cards for Giant
Eagle, Martins, Weiss or Hometown Market, you can earn
$260 a year for St. John’s. If just 10 people do that, that’s
$2,600 a year! Pick up a scrip order form at the scrip table
the next time you come to church and start ordering your
grocery gift cards through scrip.

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY - 4:00 PM
SUNDAY - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
MONDAY e WEDNESDAY - 6:00 PM
TUESDAY e THURSDAY e FRIDAY - 8:30 AM
We will continue to record Sunday Mass for those unable
to attend and post it on Facebook and our website.




THE FRIAR’S NOOK GIFT SHOP: Christmas in July is upon
us! At The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop, all clearance items are
75% off through August 1°'! Also, the shop is still stocked
up for all of your sacrament needs! The shop will continue
to have modified hours through Labor Day which are Fri-
days and Saturdays, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM, and is located
on the campus of St. Bernardine Monastery at 793 Mon-
astery Road, Hollidaysburg. For any questions, please call
814-695-3802. Please note, face coverings must be worn
for gift shop entry.

OUTDOOR MASS HONORING MARRIED COUPLES WITH
BISHOP MARK: The Altoona-Johnstown Diocesan Family
is invited to participate and to pray for those living the
Sacrament of Marriage at an Outdoor Mass honoring
Married Couples on Sunday evening, July 19 at 7:00 pm
at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Alleghenies in Loretto.
Bring a lawn chair. Indoors if rain. Bishop

Mark is the celebrant and homilist. This @
is a wonderful way to celebrate, encour- o\ \
age and support married couples! \

Unable to attend Mass at St.
John’s? Going on vacation?

| Please use Online Giving to catch
| -up on offertory. Go to www.
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on
the Donate Online link under
Parish Information on the left side of the page. Complete
the online registration form. It’s quick and easy. Your sup-
port during summer months helps sustain our parish.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS MEETING SCHEDULED: The Cath-
olic Daughters of the Americas Prince Gallitzin Court 2625
will meet on Monday, July 13, 2020 at St Rose of Lima
Social Hall. However, we will not serve food or drinks. All
interested Catholic women are welcome to attend.

GOD’S WORDS: Each day we are bombarded with thou-
sands of words. From the moment our clock radios click
on in the morning, until the last moment of the day when
the television is turned off or someone bids us “good-
night,” our life is filled with words. Some words that we
hear bring news that leaves us feeling low. Some words
lift our spirits. Many of the words we hear are trying to
get us to buy something. Some words are hurtful. Today
the Church focuses our attention on hearing the word of
God. Are God’s words just more of the same—part of the
endless stream of words that flow into our ears each day?
The challenge today is to allow God’s word to inspire us in
new ways so that our outlook and attitudes align them-
selves more closely with the heart and mind of Christ Je-
sus. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Fifteenth Sunday
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" ’ , Q ~q;'§ \ You have crowned the year with your bounty,

and your paths overflow with a rich harvest.

— Psalm 65:12

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Schedule for the Week

Sunday July 12 — 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM- Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

10:00 AM- Mass for People of the Parish

Monday July 13 — Weekday
6:00 PM- Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Tom & Fran Semelsberger

Tuesday July 14 — St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
8:30 AM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Wednesday July 15 — St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor
of the Church
5:00 PM- Confessions
6:00 PM- Mass for Elsie McKnight requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pellegrine

Thursday July 16 — Weekday
8:30 AM- Mass for All God’s People requested by
Catholic Daughters of America Altoona

Friday July 17 — Weekday
8:30 AM - Mass for Robert Rahm requested by
Bill & Norma Foose

Saturday July 18 — Vigil of 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time
3:00 PM- Confessions
4:00 PM- Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by

Dee Schmerbeck & Family

Sunday July 19 — 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM- Mass for Russell Irwin requested by Knights of
Columbus Star of the Sea Concil #4245

10:00 AM- Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 10:34 — 11:1
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15;
Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-21;
Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 16;
Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21
Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16;
Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 [24-30]




A sower went out to sow.
Some seed fell on the path...
some fell on rocky ground.

.. Some seed fell among thorns.
... But some fell on rich soil,

and produced fruit.

ATTHEW 13:3, 4,57, 8

Sunday Readings
July 12, 2020
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1
Is 55:10-11
Thus says the LORD:
Just as from the heavens
the rain and snow come down
and do not return there
till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to the one who eats,
so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth;
my word shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will,
achieving the end for which | sent it.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14

R. (Lk 8:8) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
You have visited the land and watered it;

greatly have you enriched it.

God’s watercourses are filled;

you have prepared the grain.

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows,

breaking up its clods,

Softening it with showers,

blessing its yield.

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
You have crowned the year with your bounty,

and your paths overflow with a rich harvest;

The untilled meadows overflow with it,

and rejoicing clothes the hills.

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
The fields are garmented with flocks

and the valleys blanketed with grain.

They shout and sing for joy.

R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.



Reading 2
Rom 8:18-23

Brothers and sisters: | consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be
revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for creation was made
subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set
free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is
groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also
groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

Gospel
Mt 13:1-23 or Mt 13:1-9
In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in brackets are omitted.

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying:
“A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky
ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched,
and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell
on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

[ The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” He said to them in reply,
“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been
granted. To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will
be taken away. This is why | speak to them in parables, because

they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.

Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:
You shall indeed hear but not understand,
you shall indeed look but never see.
Gross is the heart of this people,
they will hardly hear with their ears,
they have closed their eyes,
lest they see with their eyes
and hear with their ears

and understand with their hearts and be converted,

and | heal them.

“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear. Amen, | say to you, many prophets
and right-eous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

“Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without
understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is
the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some
tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one
who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed
sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or
thirtyfold.” ]

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.,

Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.



A sower went out to sow.
Some seed fell on the path...
some fell on rocky ground.

... Some seed fell among thorns.
... But some fell on rich soil,

and produced fruit.
MATTHEW 13:3, 4, 5,7, 8

NATURE’S BEAUTY

Our responsorial psalm today is a beautiful song of the joy of the Earth,
putting forth its bounty and rejoicing in its fruitfulness. We are filled with joy
when we see images of the earth blooming. So many people describe their

O experience of God’s presence in their appreciation of nature’s beauty. This

N - - kE

o alone IS good reason to protect the beauty and wholeness of nature. “You

e have visited the land and watered it, / greatly have you enriched it. / God’s

e watercourses are filled; / you have prepared the grain” (Psalm 65:10). Sadly,
we do many things to destroy nature, even though it belongs ultimately to

God and to all people: “[A]ll creation is groaning in labor pains even until
now” (Romans 8:22).

YOU HAVE CROWNED THE YEAR WITH YOUR BOUNTY

*My word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end
for which | sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). Nature and people rejoice at these words,
for they not only describe the beauty and fruitfulness of nature’s gifts, which
“shout and sing for joy” (Psalm 65:14), but profess a profound truth. This
truth is that God’s word is living and effective; that is, it accomplishes what
It says. When God speaks a word of comfort or correction, what is said is
done in its fullness.
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THE SOWER SOWS THE SEED

Haven’t we all wondered sometimes which kind of ground we are as the seed
falls? Do we spring up with joy, but then whither because the word has not
taken root in us? Are we so tied up in worry and concern for material wellbeing
that the word is choked off in us with cares”? Or are we the rich soil on which
the word of God falls, bearing rich fruit in our lives and making the lives of
others better? We are probably all of these at one time or another in our lives.
As we concern ourselves with these thoughts, we can hope that we are or are
becoming the rich soil of open souls, open to God’s effective word in us. If we
are devoted to God, we ask God for help to be the souls who are receptive to
God’s word every day.

There are those who “shall indeed hear but not understand . . . look but never
see. Gross is the heart of this people” (Matthew 13:14-15). They shall not be
converted and healed. But those who
concern themselves with the things
of God “see what you see” and “hear
what you hear” (Matthew 13:16) and
rejoice in God’s wonderful gifts on this
Earth. Blessed are those who are the
-~ good soil who hear the word of God
e and keep it.
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God's Word for Children

desus wants us to
hear, understand, and live by his words.
He told a parable about seeds to explain this (Matthew 13:1-23).
Use these four words to fill in the blanks
that help tell Jesus’ story.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

In Isaiah 55:10-11 we learn that there is an order to things.
Number the sentences in each row from 1 to 3
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to show the correct sequence of events.
Underline the sentence that tells where
we have an important part to play.
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Giving seed to the one
who sows
Isaiah 55 : 10
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The sower and the seed

(13:2-23)
t’?\%ﬂ\ \“"'V*a\
The net %‘)\
thrown into \
the sea SN
(13:47-48)

God wants everyone to be
part of the Kingdom.

How do we grow
into the Kingdom?

What keeps us out of it?

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

For three weeks, we will hear readings from the Gospel of Matthew
in which Jesus teaches the crowds about the Kingdom of God with
stories called parables. The English “parable” comes from the Greek
parabolé, a word meaning “comparison” or “illustration.” Many
people asked Jesus to tell them about God’s kingdom. We can never
understand exactly what this kingdom is like, so Jesus used many
common examples as illustrations to help us understand and compare
it to our own lives.

Jesus told stories about seeds sown in a field, a mustard seed, yeast,
a treasure buried in a field, a precious pearl, and a net cast into the
sea. He compares all these things to the Kingdom of God. Each image
helps us see something more about the Kingdom.

In the coming weeks, as you hear these parables, try to imagine
why they are good comparisons for God’s kingdom. Think about these
questions. With the adults in your family, try to think of more questions
that will help you better understand God’s kingdom. The Kingdom of
God is such a great mystery that we need many examples to form a
clearer picture of what it might be like.

Yeast in the dough
(13:33)

How does the Kingdom begin?
How does it grow?

o~C
The mustard seed
(13:31-32) The pearl of great price;
- the treasure buried in a field
(13:44-46)

Why is the Kingdom precious?
What would you be willing
to give to attain it?

Do you remember any other parables that Jesus told?
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