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St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org

Sun. June 14 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

OUR NEW MASS SCHEDULE BEGINS JUNE 13-14
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TUESDAY e THURSDAY - 8:30AM
MONDAY e WEDNESDAYe FRIDAY - 6:00PM

g
> j; Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
h § Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
— s Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com
z § Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com
[r— § Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
= 2 Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance
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: 2 g LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

= Sat. June 13-4:00 PM - Betsy Slat, Maria Spayd Sat. June 13 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Judy Sneath,
O ~ | Sun.June 14-8:00 AM - James Krug, Tim Rea Larry Van Sickel, Paula VanSickel
= " § Sun.June 14 -10:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, Donna Moyer  Sun.June 14 -8:00 AM - Ray Kennedy, Mike O'Neill ,

= ¢ EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky
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v - é’; Sun. June 14 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci Lou Ann Clark, Mary Grace Horton
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Due to social distancing, our capacity is limited, so please call the office to let us
know which Mass you plan to attend.

We will continue to record Sunday Mass and post it on our website
for those unable to attend.



A Few Words from the Pastor:

COMING BACK TO MASS: On the weekend of June 13 — 14, we will begin the gradual reopening of our
churches for the celebration of the Eucharist. Guidelines have been modified so that we are able to accom-
modate as many as 50 parishioners at each Mass. Again, rather than all of us trying to come to Mass on the
weekend, | am urging that for the time being, you and your family choose to come to Mass on another day of
the week. Daily Mass will be offered in the church, with 8:30 Morning Mass on Tuesday and Thursday, and an
evening Mass at 6:00 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The weekend Mass schedule will remain the same.
If we spread ourselves out evenly over the week, it is hoped that all of us will be able to attend. Please call
the parish with your intentions regarding which mass you hope to attend. Our Summer Mass schedule is in
effect, with 4 o’clock Mass on Saturday and 8 and 10 o’clock Masses on Sunday.

THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS LIFTED - Bishop Mark has reminded us that the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass has been lifted during this time of the pandemic. Please do not feel impelled to come to Mass, particu-
larly if your health is such that exposure to the virus will be unsafe. You may wish to come to a daily Mass,
when the crowd will be smaller.

WHAT'’S DIFFERENT? - Diocesan guidelines require participants at Mass to wear a mask, and to use hand
sanitizer when entering the church. Reception of Communion on the tongue is strongly discouraged, given
the infectious nature of the virus. A collection will not be taken up during the Mass, and you are to place your
envelopes in the wooden box in the gathering space. All are to practice social distancing, unless you are seat-
ed with family members.

THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE OF OUR CHILDREN: Because both first Communion and Confirmation were post-
poned due to the pandemic, we are in the process now of rescheduling the sacraments so that our children
can continue their growth in the faith.

Regarding First Communion, | have been speaking with parents and have determined that each of our
first communicants will be receiving their communion with their family at a Mass of their choice. These first
communions will take place throughout the summer, and give the whole parish family an opportunity to re-
joice with our children who are going to receive their first Eucharist.

For the sacrament of Confirmation, we would like our candidates to sense a special bond with their class-
mates in this gift of the Holy Spirit. For that reason, we will celebrate Confirmation in the fall, once school
has resumed. Given the number of candidates, and our limited capacity for worshipers, we may need to di-
vide the class into two sections. | will be meeting this week with parents to discuss dates and our confirma-
tion procedures. We are most grateful to the parents and our young people for their patients during this
challenging time.

DAILY COMMUNION - Each day until the regular schedule of Sunday Mass resumes, there will be a daily dis-
tribution of Communion at 9 o’clock in the morning. All are encourage to take advantage of this opportunity.

ON-LINE MASS TO CONTINUE - Once we have begun celebrating Mass with the congregation, we will contin-
ue to broadcast Sunday Mass on our website. This will not be live streamed on Facebook, but will be record-
ed on Saturday evening and then placed on the website for Sunday.

June Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
The Way of the Heart 8’
We pray that all those who suffer may find W3

their way in life, allowing themselves to be ’
touched by the Heart of Jesus. E




THANK YOU!: Many thanks to all who have contributed
their weekly offering by dropping it into the boxes in the
rectory carport and gathering space or by mailing it to the
office. You can also place your envelopes in our mailbox
beside the Parish Center door on Lotz Avenue. Thank you
for your weekly support to our parish, our mission collec-
tions and the Annual Catholic Appeal. Your financial sup-
port is vital and continues to be so especially at this time.
We'd also like to remind you that Online Giving is the
electronic way to participate in weekly offertory. Online
Giving is intended to be a convenient tool for you to use,
and we strongly support both Online Giving and Offering
Envelopes for contributions to the parish.
Start giving online today!
1. Visit our church website at stjohnsaltoona.org

and click on the online giving link.
2. Create an account.
3. Schedule your recurring gifts.
Please prayerfully consider giving online.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: “God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son.” (Jn 3:16) May we, as Christian disci-
ples and stewards, always give of ourselves as a grateful
response for his perfect gift.
Living as a Christian at this time in history we are remind-
ed daily that we can greet everyone with the peace of
Christ through our prayer, a kind word of encourage-
ment, or a simple donation of food, time, or money. If
even one other person can see the face of God in us then
we are bringing to them the belief in God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, and that they indeed
can have eternal life through the saving act of Jesus
Christ.

Stewardship at St. John’s

May 24, 2020
Envelopes S 2,096.00
Loose S 110.00
Ascension of the Lord S 241.00
Food Bank Donations S 245.00
Catholic Education S 27.00
Catholic Communication Camp. S 120.00
Subtotal S 2,839.00
Online Giving S 1,613.00
Total Offertory S 4,452.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $146,520
Pledge Payment Committed $29,563
Total Pledges/Donations $176,083

Catholic Ministries Drive
Last Update: April 30, 2020
Target S 44,423
Payments/Donations $ 29,880
Pledge Payments Committed $800
Total Gifts $ 30,680

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Frazier « Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman
Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Joan Litzinger e Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias
Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer ¢ Ailani Myers ® Nancy
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin e Peggy Seiler ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte e Patty Teufel
Rose Wargo ¢ Lois Werfel ® Carol White
William Wieland ¢ Noah Wills e Milan & Family
Dorothy Yingling
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Iva I. Curry - Mother of Donna Fornwalt and
Grandmother of Jen Price
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.

ARE YOU WILLING TO SERVE
ON PARISH COUNCIL? Parish
council meetings are normally
= held on the second Monday of

the month, with the exception
of the month of December and the summer months. If
you discern that you would like to serve in this capacity,
or if you know someone whom you would like to nomi-
nate, please contact Monsignor Becker at 942-5503 or
mbecker253@aol.com.

2020 WELGE SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE: The Independent
Catholic Foundation is currently accepting applications
from students of the parish who will be entering their
Junior or Senior year at an accredited college or universi-
ty. Please visit the “Grants” page of the Independent
Catholic Foundation website, www.icfdaj.org to down-
load, complete and sign the application, which should be
emailed to grants@icfdaj.org no later than 4:00 PM, Fri-
day, June 12. The Welge (WELL-ghee) Scholarship Endow-
ment has grown sufficiently for the Foundation to issue
three $500 awards this July.
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Congratalations To AU

We extend sincere congratulations to all our young men
and women who have or will be graduating from any
schools, colleges, technical, or professional training this
year. May God’s blessings guide you in accomplishing
your goals throughout the coming years. Wishing you a
future filled with great hopes, great things, for great are
the plans of God.

GRAD PICTURES, PLEASE: Text or email a picture of your
graduate to Debbie Johnson (814-931-2867 or
dj219@msn.com) along with a short summary of their
accomplishments and plans for the future. We'd like to
display them on the kiosk for all to see.

THE FRIAR’S NOOK GIFT SHOP: The Friar’s Nook Gift Shop
is open and is stocked for your First Communion and Con-
firmation gift needs! The modified hours for June are Fri-
day and Saturday 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM. The shop is locat-
ed on the campus of St. Bernardine Monastery at 793
Monastery Road, Hollidaysburg. For any questions, please
call 814-695-3802.

FRANCISCAN MASS ASSOCIATION: The Franciscan Friars,
TOR Mass Association now has office hours Tuesday-
Thursday from 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM. Masses can be re-
guested anytime by mail, phone, e-mail, or website with
the information below :

The Franciscan Friars, TOR

PO Box 139

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Phone: 814-695-3802 ext. 211

E-Mail: Suzi@thefranciscanfriars.org

Website: www.TheFranciscanFriars.org

&

God so loved the world

that he gave his onlg Sompk
—John 3:16a

The Most Holy Trinity
June 7, 2020

God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son.

— John 3:16a
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday June 7 — The Most Holy Trinity
Mass for People of the Parish

Monday June 8 — Weekday
Mass for Joe Robeson
9:00 AM - Communion

Tuesday June 9 — Weekday

Mass for Mickey Stefula requested by
Cherrie Muriceak

9:00 AM - Communion

Wednesday June 10 — Weekday

Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Roesch

9:00 AM - Communion

6:00 PM - Confession

Thursday June 11 - St. Barnabas, Apostle

Mass for Mary & Frank Bednarski requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

9:00 AM - Communion

Friday June 12 — Weekday
Mass for Shirley Tokar
9:00 AM - Communion

Saturday June 13 - Vigil of The Most Holy Body and

Blood of Christ

3:00 PM - Confession

4:00 PM - Mass for Dr. Steven Yovino requested by
The Budd Family

Sunday June 14 — The Most Holy Body and Blood of

Christ

8:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

10:00 AM - Mass for Teresa Geishauser requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Chverchko

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-8; Mt 5:1-12
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab, 8, 11;

Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 65:10-13;
Mt 5:20-26

Friday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14;
Mt 5:27-32

Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-10; Mt 5:33-37
Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
1Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58
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Sunday Readings - June 7, 2020
The Most Holy Trinity
Reading 1

Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9

Early in the morning Moses went up Mount Sinai as the LORD had commanded him, taking along the two stone
tablets.

Having come down in a cloud, the LORD stood with Moses there and proclaimed his name, “LORD.” Thus the LORD
passed before him and cried out, “The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in kindness
and fidelity.” Moses at once bowed down to the ground in worship. Then he said, “If | find favor with you, O LORD, do
come along in our company. This is indeed a stiff-necked people; yet pardon our wickedness and sins, and receive us as
your own.”

Responsorial Psalm

Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

R. (52b) Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, praiseworthy and exalted above all forever;
And blessed is your holy and glorious name, praiseworthy and exalted above all for all ages.
R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,

praiseworthy and glorious above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom, praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.
R. Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you who look into the depths from your throne upon the cherubim,
praiseworthy and exalted above all forever.

R. Glory and praise for ever!

Reading 2
2 Cor 13:11-13

Brothers and sisters, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the holy ones greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Gospel
Jn 3:16-18

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through
him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.,
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.



THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

JUNE 7, 2020
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Mend your ways, encourage one another,
agree with one another, live in peace,
and the God of love and peace

will be with you.
2 Corinthians 13:11

SPEAKING OF THE TRINITY

The Holy Trinity is one of those mysteries that we will never understand, yet we
still believe. A homiletics teacher once warned never to speak of the Trinity for
more than ten minutes, or for sure you would get into heresy. Good advice. It is
easy to talk in circles around this great mystery and never get close to under-
standing three Persons in One God. We are only one person each, and never one
In being with another person. So how can we possibly understand this? We can't.
But we can contemplate the varied faces of Father, Spirit, and Son as they are
presented to us in today’s scriptures, and give glory to God and believe.

GLORY AND PRAISE FOREVER

When Moses went up Mount Sinai, God revealed the divine Self to him by name.
“The Lorp, the Lorp, a merciful and gracious God” (Exodus 34:6). In the Old Tes-
tament, we are accustomed to assuming that the “Lord Gop” indicates the Father
only. But in the retrospect with which we look at these readings, we can see that
the title is inclusive of the three persons of the Trinity. Never has there been any
separation of the three persons in one God, and although there may be mention of
only one person, it is understood that all three persons are present. Jesus taught
many times that he and the Father are one, and that the Holy Spirit would come
upon us and remind us of all things. We believe in God, creator of all that is, the
Son, redeemer of our human lives and giver of eternal life, and the Holy Spirit, in-
spiration of the prophets and lover of all humanity; holy Wisdom, inspiring in us the
understanding of all things holy.

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD

When we hear in the oft-quoted text in John 3:16 that “God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
pbut might have eternal life,” we begin to see how language that expresses the
sending of the Son fails to express the unity of the Holy Trinity. This failure of
human language in the presence of the mystery of the Trinity is what makes it so
hard to explain and comprehend.

So how can we respond when we see a reference to “God”? We can strive to
remember that God is three persons, not just one as we are, but one in being.
Our best response is praise to the Holy Trinity. “Glory to the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, to God who is, who
was, and who Is to come.” And we can
bless each other when we pray with
Saint Paul, “The grace of the Lord Je-
sus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all
of you” (2 Corinthians 13:13).




Today’s Gospel has a wonderful message for us
(John 3:16).
Read it in this jigsaw puzzle.
Then find and color these three pieces.
When you’re finished, show the puzzle to someone.
Don'’t forget to tell them how much God loves them!

©].8. Paluch Co., Inc. * 800-566-6150 * Year A * The Most Holy Trinity
Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children

The Most Holy Trinity
20y Paul wrote to the people of Corinth that they should

E]‘ X “greet one another with a holy kiss” (2 Corinthians 13:12).
;&."i He also told them how they should behave,

‘ ; using the words below.

b& Fit the words into the crossword.
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Early in the morning Moses went up to Mount Sinai

as the Lorp had commanded him,
taking along the two stone tablets.
Exodus 34:4

| am the Lord
your God.
You shall not have
other gods besides me.

You shall not take the name
of the Lord your God
in vain.

Remember to keep holy
the Sabbath day.

IV

Honor your father
and mother.

V

You shall not kill.

—

Vi

You shall not
commit adultery.

Vil

You shall not steal.

Vil

You shall not bear
false witness
against your neighbor.

IX

You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife.

X

You shall not covet
anything that belongs to
your neighbor.

MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. At every Mass we pray the Nicene
Creed together. This prayer is one way we profess our belief in the Trinity.

The Creed begins with a threefold statement:

“I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,”

“I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,” and

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.”

Let us think about God, “the maker of heaven and earth.” Take some time to name all the
things in heaven and on earth that have been given to us as gifts from God the Creator. Today
is Father’s Day in the United States, so think about the gifts and love our fathers, grandfathers,
uncles, and other important men in our lives have given us.

%

Thank You, Creator God,
for the colors and songs
of bivds.

Summer begins next week. We all enjoy
being outside in the warm sunshine, swimming
in pools and lakes, and traveling to see places
and people we haven't seen before. Invite
your family to help you begin collecting
pictures for a book you will title Our Creation
Collection. Take pictures or draw beautiful or
unusual plants you notice. If you visit a zoo
or a farm this summer, take a picture or draw
your favorite animals. You might even be able
to take a picture of a bird perched on a tree or
bush near your home. If your family likes to go
fishing, you can take a picture or draw the fish
you see or catch. Take pictures or draw lovely
scenes of mountains or lakes. Take pictures or
draw the people you love.

Put your pictures in an album or create a
video collection. Under each picture write
a few words thanking God for the created
wonders we all get to share. You might want
to bring it to school with you at the end of the
summer to share with your classmates.

Excerpt from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved.
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