Do not be afraid:
you are worth
more than many

/%

Matthew 10:31
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NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS

LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. June 27 - 4:00 PM - Heather Nackley, Sat. June 27 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Judy Sneath,
Susanna Tomlinson Billy Sweet, Connie Baker
Sun. June 28 -8:00 AM - Tim Rea, Russel O'Reilly Sun. June 28 -8:00 AM - Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel,
Sun. June 28 -10:00 AM - James Krug, Jim Campbell Ed Stoltz, Helen Miller
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. June 28 - 10:00 AM —Walter Bloom, Peg Madden,
Sat. June 27 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED Wendy Campbell, Patrick Podoletz
Sun. June 28 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci ALTAR SERVERS
Sun. June 28 -10:00 AM - Bob Olson, Lou Ann Clark Sat. June 27 - 4:00 PM- Keaton Swope, Brody Partner-Gore
SACRISTAN Sun. June 28 -8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Mai Linh Do
Sat. June 27 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King Sun. June 28 - 10:00 AM- Kaelab Ruggles, Camille Krug

Sun. June 28 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. June 28 - 10:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY - 4:00PM
SUNDAY - 8:00AM & 10:00AM
MONDAY e WEDNESDAY e FRIDAY - 6:00PM
TUESDAY e THURSDAY - 8:30AM

Due to social distancing, our capacity is limited, so please call the office (942-5503)

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

ON-LINE MASS TO CONTINUE - Although we have begun
celebrating Mass with the congregation, we will continue
to broadcast Sunday Mass on our website. Those who are
homebound and are yet a bit cautious about getting out
will still benefit by being present “virtually.”

HOME AGAIN TO MASS: Our first weekend back to Mass
went very well! We still have plenty of room at each of
the Masses. If you have already signed up for this past
week, no need to re-sign. If you are planning to come for
the first time, please let us know. Our Summer Mass
schedule is in effect, with 4 o’clock Mass on Saturday and
8 and 10 o’clock Masses on Sunday.

DAILY MEDITATIONS: During the pandemic we have be-
gun providing daily meditations on our website and Face-
book page. We have received a positive response to this
ministry, and intend to continue. Your comments and
recommendations are appreciated. This gives us the op-
portunity to explain our Catholic Faith and provide insight
into our living the Christian life.

ONLINE GIVING - In these uncertain times, the financial
support of your parish remains important. Have you con-
sidered online giving? Whether you are able to get to
Mass or not, a direct deposit from your checking account
to our parish account allows you to sustain your giving
without interruption. Because of the pandemic, an in-
creased number of parishioners have begun to utilize this
important process of parish giving. We currently have 66
parishioners who give online, an increase of 10% since
mid-March. We so much appreciate your continuing sup-
port of our parish!

THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION IS RELAXED DURING THE PAN-
DEMIC - Bishop Mark has reminded us that the obligation
to attend Sunday Mass has been lifted during this time of
the pandemic. Please do not feel impelled to come to
Mass, particularly if your health is such that exposure to
the virus will be unsafe. You may wish to come to a daily
Mass, when the crowd will be smaller.

WHAT’S DIFFERENT? - Diocesan guidelines require partic-
ipants at Mass to wear a mask, and to use hand sanitizer
when entering the church. Reception of Communion on
the tongue is strongly discouraged, given the infectious
nature of the virus.

FIRST COMMUNIONS: Over the next number of week-
ends our First Communion children will be receiving their
first Eucharist with their family. We congratulate them,
and will be featuring their pictures on the front of the bul-
letin! Blessings upon these children and their families!

OUR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES: In my zoom meeting
this week with the parents of our confirmation candi-
dates, there was consensus that confirmation be done on
two separate weeknights in September. We are most
grateful to the parents and our young people for their
patience during this challenging time.

THE BIRTHDAY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST! On Wednesday
we mark the nativity of Saint John the Baptist. So great is
John's contribution to salvation history
that Holy Mother Church does not cele-
brate anyone else’s birth as a solemnity
—except that of Jesus. John the Baptist
recalls Isaac, Eli, Samson and their moth-
ers whose births came about because
nothing is impossible for God.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
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BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAY EVENING: All are most wel-
come to join our Tuesday evening zoom Bible study,
which meets online at 7 PM. We typically review the read-
ings to be done the coming Sunday, which allows all of us
to be better prepared to hear God’s word when we gather
for the Eucharist. To join, please provide me with your
email address.

ove
of a father,

a love
without end

Happy Father’s Day!



PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION:
Next week, we will take up
the Peter’s Pence Collection,
which provides Pope Francis
with the funds to carry out
his charitable works around
the world. The proceeds
benefit our brothers and sis-
ters on the margins of socie-
ty, including victims of war,
oppression, and disasters.
Please be generous.

For more information, visit www.uscch.org/peters-pence.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: God never promised anyone a
life that would be untouched by difficulties, hardships
and even tragedy. What he did promise, long before Jere-
miah in the time of Abraham, that if we were only to
trust in him, we would always have his providential care.
Faith in this promise may seem very challenging especial-
ly in today’s circumstance. But it is in the self-giving of
Jesus to fulfill this promise for us through salvation and
the forgiveness of sins that we can live with certainty of
faith and hope.

Who do you know that needs to be lifted out of fear into
light? How does the Lord rescue the lives of the poor to-
day? It can be through your abundant sharing of the gifts
He has placed in your care.

Use your time this week to pray for families who are in
most need of hope to overcome their fears.

Stewardship at St. John’s

June 7, 2020
Envelopes S 2,536.00
Loose S 185.00
Parish Development S 1,500.00
Ascension of the Lord S 10.00
Catholic Education S 30.00
Peter’s Pence Collection S 55.00
Food Bank Donations S 320.00
Subtotal S 4,636.00
Online Giving S 3,288.00
Total Offertory S 7,924.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $147,368
Pledge Payment Committed 28,850
Total Pledges/Donations $176,218

Catholic Ministries Drive
Last Update: April 30, 2020
Target $ 44,423
Payments/Donations $ 29,880
Pledge Payments Committed $800
Total Gifts $ 30,680

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Mary Ann Flinn
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier e Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman e Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton
Brian Kopp e Lisa ¢ Joan Litzinger ¢ Sherri Maffettone
Louis Jack Mathias ¢ Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller
Susie Miller ¢ Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer
Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy e Stan Neal e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Karen Price
Ron Peschock ® Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Cari Roth e Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin
Peggy Seiler e Bruce Shank ¢ Anne Showalter
Tim & Dina Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel ® Rose Wargo
Lois Werfel e Carol White ¢ William Wieland
Noah Wills e Milan & Family ¢ Dorothy Yingling
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Iva I. Curry - Mother of Donna Fornwalt and
Grandmother of Jen Price

Dorothy M. Itell- Mother of Sharon Itell

May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Congratalations To AU

We extend sincere congratulations to all our young men
and women who have or will be graduating from any
schools, colleges, technical, or professional training this
year. May God’s blessings guide you in accomplishing
your goals throughout the coming years. Wishing you a
future filled with great hopes, great things, for great are
the plans of God.

GRAD PICTURES, PLEASE: Text or email a picture of your
graduate to Debbie Johnson (814-931-2867 or
dj219@msn.com) along with a short summary of their
accomplishments and plans for the future. We’d like to
display them on the kiosk for all to see.




SAFETY
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¢ When you arrive at the Church, there may be a hospi-
tality minister holding the door open for you so you
don’t need to touch door handles. But if you do touch
the handle, hand sanitizer at the entrance can be used
immediately after entering.

¢ All books have been removed from the church. Please
pick up a worship aid containing the music and read-
ings for the day. These papers should be taken with
you when you leave your pew and disposed of as we
cannot reuse them.

¢ To achieve 6 feet of space between non-household
members, every other pew is blocked off. The pews in
the 2 center sections can accommodate up to 3 peo-
ple per family group. Family groups of 4 or more peo-
ple will be seated in the pews on either side section of
the church which are accessed from the outside (wall)
side of the pew.

¢ Inthe event that all pews are filled before mass, we
do have chairs for overflow seating in the Gathering
Space. The Hospitality Ministers can assist you.

¢ To make Mass safer, our diocese is asking us to wear
cloth face coverings at Mass so that we don’t un-
wittingly spread an infection to someone else.

¢ Communion will be distributed from the center aisle
of the church. Masks should be worn in the commun-
ion line and then lowered right before approaching
the Communion Minister. After communion the mask
should be raised immediately. Communion will be
received in the hand only.

¢ When you leave your pew at the end of Mass, we ask
that you put the kneeler down as indication that
someone has occupied the pew and it will need to be
sanitized. Please remember to practice social distanc-
ing both entering and leaving the church.

¢ Baskets will be placed on the baptismal font for the
collection of offertory envelopes. Envelopes can also
be placed in the box in the Gathering Space.

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 21, 2020

Sing to the Lorb,
praise the LORD,
for he has rescued the life of the poor.

— Jeremiah 20:13

Schedule for the Week

Sunday June 21 — 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Mass for Donald Houseman requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

10:00AM- Mass for Rose Villani Ryan requested by
Joyce Villani

Monday June 22 — Weekday
6:00PM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Tuesday June 23 — Weekday
8:30AM- Mass for Philip John Hernandez requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Wednesday June 24 — The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
5:00PM- Confessions
6:00PM- Mass for Dorothy Hetterich

Thursday June 25 — Weekday

8:30AM- Mass for June Miller requested by
Mahoney and Carl Families

Friday June 26 — Weekday
6:00PM - Mass for Serena Stevens requested by
Harry & Sandy Murphy

Saturday June 27 — Vigil of 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time

3:00 PM- Confessions

4:00PM- Mass for Deceased Members of the Sclafani
Family requested by Ray & Mary King

Sunday June 28 — 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

10:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

June Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
The Way of the Heart
We pray that all those who suffer may find
their way in life, allowing themselves to be
touched by the Heart of Jesus.

il

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5, 12-13;
Mt 7:1-5
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;
Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14
Wednesday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17,
1Pt1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17
Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15; Acts 13:22-26;
Lk 1:57-66, 80
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9; Mt 7:21-29
Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-6; Mt 8:1-4
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7, 20-21;
Mt 8:5-17
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-19;
Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42




What | say to you in the darkness,
speak in the light;

what you hear whispered,

proclaim on the housetops.
Matthew 10:27

==
Sunday Readings
June 21, 2020

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1
Jer 20:10-13
Jeremiah said:
“I hear the whisperings of many:
“Terror on every side!
Denounce! let us denounce him!’
All those who were my friends
are on the watch for any misstep of mine.
‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail,
and take our vengeance on him.’
But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion:
my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.
In their failure they will be put to utter shame,
to lasting, unforgettable confusion.
O LOoRD of hosts, you who test the just,
who probe mind and heart,
let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
for to you | have entrusted my cause.
Sing to the LORD,
praise the LORD,
for he has rescued the life of the poor
from the power of the wicked!”

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35

R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

For your sake | bear insult,

and shame covers my face.

I have become an outcast to my brothers,

a stranger to my children,

Because zeal for your house consumes me,

and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me.
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

| pray to you, O LORD,

for the time of your favor, O God!

In your great kindness answer me

with your constant help.

Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness;
in your great mercy turn toward me.

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad;



you who seek God, may your hearts revive!
For the LORD hears the poor,
and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.
Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
the seas and whatever moves in them!”
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.
Reading 2
Rom 5:12-15

Brothers and sisters: Through one man sin entered the world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to all men,
inasmuch as all sinned—for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world, though sin is not accounted when there is no
law. But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin after the pattern of the trespass of Adam,
who is the type of the one who was to come.

But the gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, how much more did the
grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow for the many.

Gospel
Mt 10:26-33

Jesus said to the Twelve: “Fear no one. Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.
What | say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not be
afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul and body in
Gehenna. Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Everyone who acknowledges me before others | will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me
before others, | will deny before my heavenly Father.”

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.,
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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“Praise the Lorb, for [God] has rescued the life of the poor from the power of the wicked!”
(Jeremiah 20:13). After the great recession of 2008, the middle class shrank, and people
who lost their jobs and often their homes sank into poverty. This is not the direction we
should be heading. We should be lifting up the poor, helping them to stay afloat and build
a sufficient life for themselves: own a home, feed and educate their children, have hope.
For this is what God wills for us, to help our brothers and sisters, no matter their race,
religion, national origin, or any other thing that makes them “different” from us. We must
have mercy. Even those who have little are known to share what they have with those
who have less. How much more should those who have much offer help to those who
are stuck! As we sing in today’s responsorial psalm, “For the Lorp hears the poor, / and
|God’s| own who are in bonds [God] spurns not” (Psalm 69:33).

WITH YOUR CONSTANT HELP, O LORD

“| hear the whisperings of many: “Terror on every side!’ ” (Jeremiah 20:10). Of what are we
afraid? Are we afraid of people speaking ill of us? Of those who seek our very lives? Are
we afraid of falling into poverty? Of war on our own soil? It has been said that we are all
just one hospitalization away from poverty; we should not be so confident in our material
goods. We never know what may befall us. We must have mercy on those who have fallen
into misfortune, and be ready to help our sisters and brothers just as God has mercy and
helps us when we have tripped and fallen.

FEAR NO ONE

Poverty exists just as death exists. But we must not give up or lose hope! For God knows
all our needs, and stands ready to help us. “For the LORD hears the poor, / and [God’s]
own who are in bonds [God] spurns not” (Psalm 69:33). We may or may not be materially
poor, but we are victims of our own tendency toward sin.

As in Adam all died, in Christ all remain alive. “But the gift is not like the transgression.
For if by the transgression of the one the many died, how much more did the grace of
God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow for the many” (Romans
5:15). We look to God for mercy and comfort in our need. God hears our prayer, and in
the secret recesses of our hurting hearts, God comforts us and offers us salvation. “Fear
no one. Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.
What | say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim
on the housetops” (Matthew 10:26-27).

We may be poor in material ways, or fear
such poverty. We are all poor in our trans-
gressions, large and small, but we need
not fear, for God is with us in mercy and
love. “|D]o not be afraid of those who Kill
the body but cannot kill the soul” (Matthew
10:28). God can be trusted.




God knows what happens to every sparrow!
If God is this watchful over the birds,
we can trust God to take care of us, too.
Draw lines to connect the bird halves together.
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Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

God's Word for Children

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus wanted his disciples to be bold!
They didn’t need to be afraid—God was with them.
Write the name of each picture.
When you’re done, read the new word that has been spelled.
It's where Jesus wanted his followers to shout what was whispered.




You are worth more
than many sparrows.

Matthew 10 : 31

THE ANGELUS

Have you ever heard church bells ring at noon? Do you know why they do?

In the sixteenth century churches in Europe would ring their bells at 6:00 a.m., noon, and 6:00
p.m. When people in the local communities heard the bells they would pause in their work and
pray the Angelus. The prayer takes its name from the Latin first words of the Annunciation story:
“The angel of the Lord” (Angelus Domini).

A famous painting by the French artist Jean-Francois Millet,
called The Angelus, depicts a nineteenth-century farming
couple in the field, bowing their heads and praying the Angelus
at dusk. You can search for this painting on the Internet. The
original hangs in the Musée d’Orsay in Paris.

In the twelfth century the Angelus was a simple recitation of
three Hail Marys at the evening bell. By the sixteenth century
it had evolved into the prayer that is still prayed today.

When prayed in a group setting a leader (L) recites the
verses and everyone recites both the responses (R) and the
Hail Marys between each verse. Take some time this summer
to learn this part of the prayer; then, when you hear the
church bells ring, say it alone or with your family.

L. The angel spoke God’s message to Mary,
R. and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary . . . . 5

L. “I am the lowly servant of the Lord:
R. let it be done to me according to your word.”
Hail Mary. . .

L. And the Word became flesh,
R. and lived among us. Hail Mary. . .

L. Pray for us, holy Mother of God, ' = |
R. that we may become worthy of .
the promises of Christ.

Excerpt from the English translation of A Book of Prayers
© 1982, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.
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Medical Alert System all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

$29.95. /Mo billed quarterly www.arcfcu.org ¢ 814-946-0857
Plumbing
One Free Month Mc Aleer,s . l-leat’in_xg',

No Long-Term Confract o e

Price Guarantee o Registered Master Plumbers * Residential & Commercial
Easy Self Installation o Free Estimates ® Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark e Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees © An Altoona Tradition
Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 ;008 chestnut Ave. * Altoona oaz-7153
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