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Prayer to St. Corona in a Time of Epidemic 

Lord Jesus Christ, You came into this world 
for our salvaƟon. Look kindly on us now, 
we pray, that we, and all those who serve 
You, might be kept safe from this epidem-
ic.  

Heal those who are sick, comfort the 
suffering, bring back those who have gone 
astray, and above all, increase our faith, O 
Lord.  

Give us the grace to follow You and, like 
the martyr St. Corona, who gave her life for 
love of You, to take up our crosses daily 
without fear or hesitaƟon.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.  

St. Corona, patroness of epidemic vicƟms, 
pray for us. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

A LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS TO THE CHURCH - as pastor of the universal church, Pope Francis has felt very deeply 
the anguish of his people during this Ɵme of the pandemic. He has wriƩen a leƩer to the church urging that we turn 
our aƩenƟon to Mary, seeking her protecƟon. Below I have included his leƩer, as well as the first of two prayers which 
he has wriƩen for our use: 

My brothers and sisters,   
          The month of May is a Ɵme when the People of God express with parƟcular intensity their love and devo-
Ɵon for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is tradiƟonal in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the fami-
ly.  The restricƟons of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also 
from a spiritual point of view. 
         For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying 
the Rosary at home in the month of May.  This can be done either as a group or individu-
ally; you can decide according to your own situaƟons, making the most of both opportuni-
Ɵes.  The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find 
good models of prayers to follow. 
          I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself 
will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you.  I include them with this leƩer so that they are 
available to everyone. 
          Dear brothers and sisters, contemplaƟng the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make 
us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this Ɵme of trial.  I keep all of you in my 
prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me.  I thank you, and with 
great affecƟon I send you my blessing. 

O Mary, 
You shine conƟnuously on our journey as a sign of salvaƟon and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you will provide, 

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebraƟon may return aŌer this Ɵme of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the ResurrecƟon. Amen. 

We fly to your protecƟon, 
O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our peƟƟons 
in our necessiƟes, 

but deliver us always 
from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY: I have begun a Bible study on Tuesday evenings at 7 o’clock. The focus of this study will be the 
readings to be proclaimed on the following Sunday. This meeƟng is conducted on ZOOM, and all are invited.  Please 
email me your intenƟon to join this study. May God bless us as we share God’s word with one another. 

Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Baby Adam • Baby Aiden • Baby Maddie • Cari Ann  
James Aubrey • Julie Beiswenger • Robert Cole  

Millie Grace Capon • BeƩy Dennis  
Michael DeStefano • Jim Duffy • Bernadine Farrell  

Kathy Felty • ChrisƟne FinklesƟne • Helen Fornwalt 
Leann Frazier • Molly Grenfell • Ken Hartman  

Denny Horton • Randy Horton • Brian Kopp • Lisa   
Joan Litzinger • Sherri MaffeƩone • Louis Jack Mathias 

Bryson Miller • Mildred Miller • Susie Miller    
Barbara Moore • Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers • Nancy  

Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher   
Karen Price • Ron Peschock • Mary Rajnish  
Allison Recker • Vicki Riley • Allison Ritchey   

Olga Romerowicz • Cari Roth • Mike Rudolph   
Fr. Robert RusƟn • Peggy Seiler • Bruce Shank  

Anne Showalter • Tim & Dina Temofonte • PaƩy Teufel 
Rose Wargo • Lois Werfel • Carol White  

William Wieland • Noah Wills • Milan & Family  
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for 
the repose of the soul of:  

Michael A Maier, father of Mike (Loane) Maier  
Richard Bender  - brother of Carol Field 

Mary Jo Sibert  - sister of Carol Field 
 May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

Stewardship at St. John’s 
April 19, 2020 

 Envelopes          $    8,131.00 
 Loose           $        660.00 
 Catholic EducaƟon  $          25.00 
 Catholic Relief Services  $       194.20 
 Catholic Home Missions  $         35.00 
 Easter Flowers   $         10.00 
 Easter Offering   $       825.00 
 Holy Thursday   $         95.00 
 Good Friday   $         45.00 
 Food Bank DonaƟons  $        860.00 
  SubTotal         $   10,880.20 
  Online Giving          $     4,326.00 
 Total Offertory          $   15,206.20   

Restore*Repair*Rejoice  
Payments/DonaƟons  $144,921 

Pledge Payment CommiƩed  $30,085 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $175,006 

Catholic Ministries Drive 
Last Update: March 31, 2020 

Target $ 44,423 
Payments/DonaƟons $ 24,105 

Pledge Payments CommiƩed $ 1,200 
Total GiŌs $ 25,305 

May Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 
For Deacons 

We pray that deacons, faithful in their ser-
vice to the Word and the poor, may be an 
invigoraƟng symbol for the enƟre Church. 

WEEKLY FOOD BANK DONATIONS: Just a reminder that 
we will conƟnue to collect food weekly for our local food 
banks. The need is greater than ever now. Simply drop off 
your donaƟons under the rectory carport. Monetary do-
naƟons can go into the offertory box. Simply add a note 
that your donaƟon is for our food bank collecƟon.  
In April, through the generosity of St .John’s church mem-
bers,  we sent $1000 to St Vincent De Paul food pantry, 

$500 to the United Way of Blair County 
Covid 19 Disaster Fund to offer food 
vouchers to residents of Blair County 
and $300 to St Luke’s Episcopal Church’s 
Food Pantry.  
You are angels and your help is greatly 
appreciated! 

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling – Summer 

June – September 7th, 2020 

It has been a Spring of change and uncertainty – to say 
the least.  But as children of God we live in the hope and 
expectaƟon that we will soon be able to worship togeth-
er as a community.  And so to be prepared, we will cre-
ate a Summer Liturgical Ministry Schedule for the Ɵme 
when Bishop Mark permits public Mass again. 

And so, we are asking that you give us the dates for 
which you are NOT available for June through Septem-
ber 7th (Labor Day Weekend).   

If you have internet access please update your profile in 
Ministry Scheduler Pro.  There is a link from our parish 
website (hƩps://stjohnsaltoona.org) and a link in the 
email reminder you will receive soon. 

There are cards available in the rectory carport for those 
who do not have access to the internet.   

If you are not able to update your profile online or visit 
the rectory to fill out a card, you may give me a call on a 
weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the 
weekends at 814-932-2223. 

Please update your profile online by midnight, Sunday, 
May 17th or fill out a card and leave it in the box in the 
rectory carport or call me. 

Family members may fill out one card front and back.  
Thank you. 

https://stjohnsaltoona.org/


THANK YOU!: Many thanks to all who have contributed 
their weekly offering by dropping it into the box in the 
rectory carport or mailing it to the office. Thank you for 
your weekly support to our parish, our mission collecƟons 
and the Annual Catholic Appeal. Your financial support is 
vital and conƟnues to be so especially during the COVID–
19 crisis.  

Online Giving is available for you to make contribuƟons to 
the church. This opƟon makes use of current technology 
and security standards and allows you to easily setup re-
curring contribuƟons. It also enables our church to take 
advantage of new tools to become more efficient. 

Online Giving Parishioner Benefits 

• Secure and confidenƟal. No need to share payment in-
formaƟon with the church office.  

• Efficient. Set up direct withdrawals from your checking, 
savings account or a credit card.  

• Simple. Start, stop and change your contribuƟons at any 
Ɵme.  

• Convenient. No need to write a check or have cash avail-
able. 

• Remote flexibility. You can give from virtually anywhere 
anyƟme. 

Online Giving is intended to be a convenient tool for you 
to use, and we strongly support both Online Giving and 
Offering Envelopes for contribuƟons to the parish. Online 
Giving is the electronic way to parƟcipate in weekly offer-
tory. 

Start giving online today!  

1. Visit our church website at hƩps://stjohnsaltoona.org 
and click on the online giving link on the leŌ side of the 
homepage.  

2. Create an account.  

3. Schedule your recurring giŌs. 

Please prayerfully consider giving online.  

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE: Our Parish Goal this 
year is $44,423. Consider Online Giving To The Catholic 
Ministries Drive. It’s fast, it’s easy – the click of a buƩon! 
Parishioners can give through our secure, online giving 
portal. We accept VISA, MasterCard, American Express 
and Discover cards. We are also able to process e-checks 
directly from a donor’s checking account. From any page 
on the diocesan website, hƩps://www.dioceseaj.org/ , 
click on “The Blue Giving Icon” which will lead you to the 
donaƟon page. Receipts are generated once a donor suc-
cessfully makes their giŌ. A reminder that on-
line donors should print out their on-line re-
ceipts as that is their official receipt for them 
to use for their tax purposes. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
          Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;  
      Jn 13:16-20 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Pt 2:4-9;  
  Jn 14:1-12 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday May 3 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Mass for People of the Parish 

Monday May  4 – Easter Weekday  
Mass for Dave English requested by Carolyn English  

Tuesday May 5 – Easter Weekday  
Mass for Elaine Houseknecht requested by 

Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Wednesday May 6 – Easter Weekday  
Mass for Fr. Leo Lynch requested by  

Bill & Norma Foose 

Thursday May 7 – Easter Weekday  
Mass for June Miller requested by 

Mahoney’s & Carl Family 

Friday May 8 – Easter Weekday  
Mass for Joe Robeson  

Sunday May 10 – FiŌh Sunday of Easter 
Mass for People of the Parish 

Although we cannot celebrate mass together,  
Monsignor Becker will be saying Mass privately each  

day for the following Mass intenƟons. 
Sunday Masses will conƟnue to be live-streamed on  

Facebook at 10:00 AM and recorded to be posted on our 
website later that day. 

https://stjohnsaltoona.org/




 
 
Sunday Readings 
May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Reading 1 
Acts 2:14a, 36–41 
 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain 
that God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  
 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do, 
my brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your 
children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with many other arguments, and was 
exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand persons were added that day. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 23: 1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 
R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
He guides me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side. 
With your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 



Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
 
Reading 2 
1 Pt 2:20b–25 
 Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. 
 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
 When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to 
the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
Gospel 
Jn 10:1–10 
 Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is 
a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his 
own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a 
stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this figure 
of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 
 So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it 
more abundantly.” 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English 
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
  (814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and 
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor. 

Does not include cost
 of material.

 Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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