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Covid-19 Prayer to Mary, Health of the Sick

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey

as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with
Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know
our needs, and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebra-

tion may return after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform our-
selves to the will of the Father and to do what

Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering, and

5 burdened himself with our sorrows

L' to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the

Resurrection. Amen.

John 14:15

Jesus said, “If you love me
you will keep my commandments.”

We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

CHURCHES UNLOCKED - Churches around the country and around the world are beginning to phase-in their
opening for visits before the Blessed Sacrament and for the celebration of the Eucharist. Facemasks, social
distancing, and sanitizing are key elements of this reopening. Our local Bishop has suggested that this week-
end of May 17 be the occasion when we unlock our doors for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.
Because sanitizing pews after use will be paramount, there will only be a limited number of pews open.
When present in the church, you are to wear a face mask, and sit or kneel in the places that are designated.
You are to use this hand sanitizer available in the gathering space. You are also to take the 8 x 11 card provid-
ed, leaving it in the place where you have been sitting. This will indicate that this space needs to be sanitized
for the next person. Any reading or praying material that you bring the church, you are asked to take with
you as you leave.

| know these instructions are unusual for us, but we are invited to use an abundance of caution as we
prepare to open our churches safely. Remember, these are but the first steps we are taking so that we may
be open soon for the celebration of Mass, though with a limited number of participants.

Our church will be open every day at 9 o’clock in the morning, and will remain open until 6 o’clock.
You are encouraged to take some time in the days and weeks ahead to come and pray privately or with your
family, remembering especially those who are afflicted by Covid 19.

Please follow our website, where we will update the community on the steps that follow.

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS - It is that time of year when we solicit names
of those to be considered for Parish Council. Parish council meetings are normal-
ly held on the second Monday of the month, with the exception of the month of
December and the summer months. If you discern that you would like to serve in
this capacity, or if you know someone whom you would like to nominate, please
call or email me!

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling June — September 7" 2020

It has been a Spring of change and uncertainty — to say the least. But as children of
Scheduler God we live in the hope and expectation that we will soon be able to worship together
Pro as a community.

Ministry

And so to be prepared, we will create a Summer Liturgical Ministry Schedule for the
time when Bishop Mark permits public Mass again.

At this time we are asking that you give us the dates for which you are NOT available for June through September 7™
(Labor Day Weekend).

If you have internet access please update your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro. There is a link from our parish web-
site (https://stjohnsaltoona.org) and a link in the email reminder you will receive soon.

There are cards available in the rectory carport for those who do not have access to the internet.

If you are not able to update your profile online or visit the rectory to fill out a card, you may give Mark Kreppich a call
on a weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the weekends at 814-932-2223.

Please update your profile online by midnight, Sunday, May 17" or fill out a card and leave it in the box in the recto-
ry carport or call me.

Family members may fill out one card front and back. Thank you.




Prayer for a Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.
| love You above all things,
and | desire to receive You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
| embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

THANK YOU!: Many thanks to all who have contributed
their weekly offering by dropping it into the box in the
rectory carport or mailing it to the office. You can also
place your envelopes in our mailbox beside the Parish
Center door on Lotz Avenue. Thank you for your weekly
support to our parish, our mission collections and the
Annual Catholic Appeal. Your financial support is vital
and continues to be so especially during the COVID-19
crisis.
We'd also like to remind you that Online Giving is the
electronic way to participate in weekly offertory. Online
Giving is intended to be a convenient tool for you to use,
and we strongly support both Online Giving and Offering
Envelopes for contributions to the parish.
Start giving online today!
1. Visit our church website at stjohnsaltoona.org

and click on the online giving link.
2. Create an account.
3. Schedule your recurring gifts.
Please prayerfully consider giving online.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Frazier « Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman
Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Joan Litzinger e Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias
Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer ¢ Ailani Myers ® Nancy
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin e Peggy Seiler ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte e Patty Teufel
Rose Wargo ¢ Lois Werfel ® Carol White
William Wieland ¢ Noah Wills e Milan & Family

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.

When a person recovers, please call the office and
have their name removed from the list.

Stewardship at St. John’s

May 3, 2020
Envelopes S 6,564.00
Loose S 800.00
Catholic Relief Services S 91.27
Catholic Home Missions S  145.00
Catholic Education S 130.00
Easter Offering S 80.00
Ascension of the Lord S 55.00
Food Bank Donations S 415.00
SubTotal S 8280.27
Online Giving S 2,508.00
Total Offertory S 10,788.27

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $146,228
Pledge Payment Committed $29,730
Total Pledges/Donations $175,958

Catholic Ministries Drive
Last Update: March 31, 2020
Target $ 44,423
Payments/Donations $ 24,105
Pledge Payments Committed $ 1,200

Total Gifts $ 25,305

MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 31, 2020
with a televised Mass celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23. Mass will be
rebroadcast that night at 9:00 p.m. on Atlantic Broad-
band channel 9. Throughout the Altoona-Johnstown
Johnstown Diocese, those who have lost a spouse
through death are invited to register by contacting the
Family Life Office by emailing familylife@dioceseaj.org or
by calling 814-317-2647 or 814-317-2643 to have your
spouse acknowledged and remembered at Mass. When
registering, please give your name, address, phone num-
ber and the name of your spouse who has passed away.
Deadline to register is Wednesday, May 20, 2020. Spon-
sored by the Diocesan Family Life Office.

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE: Our Parish Goal this
year is $44,423. Consider Online Giving To The Catholic
Ministries Drive. From any page on the diocesan website,
https://www.dioceseaj.org/, click on “The Blue Giving
Icon” which will lead you to the donation page. Receipts
are generated once a donor successfully makes their gift.
A reminder that on-line donors should print out their on-
line receipts as that is the official receipt to use for tax
purposes.




MARRIAGE PREP CLASSES: Classes will be held online
through Unveiled. While normally the cost is $190/couple,
the diocese has secured a price of $95/couple during the
pandemic. Register at www.unveiledmarriage.com

Click on Engaged Couples / Learning More / Get Started /
Create an Account. You can complete this program any-
time within nine months. Space out your preparation or
complete preparation quickly. Unveiled is 7.5 hours of
screen time, not including the activities and discussions
with your future spouse.

The cost for the ON LINE is $95.00 with the promo code:
Johnstown. If you do not use the promo code the

cost is $190.00. The cost has been lowered because of
the Pandemic.Once you create your user account, navi-
gate to the "Course Catalog." Here you will have an op-
tion to engage the content together or separately. If you
select, "Unveiled-Separately, " you will see a "Bride Track"
and a "Groom Track" appear. This will allow you to pro-
gress through the material independently. In either case,
you and your future spouse will share the username and
password for your account.Once you select your

course, go to the next page and scroll down to the

word "unveiled" and click on it. On the next page you will
see three boxes with pictures....this page you will click on
the blue box...enroll me. On the next page you will see a
box for the Promo Code...type "Johnstown" and click on
update. Now you will be charged $95.00 for the course.
Progress at your own pace. As a couple you will interact
with the program through a number of different videos,
journaling opportunities, activities and conversations with
one another.

When you have completed the class you will be able to
print or email a PDF copy of your Certificate of Comple-
tion for your Priest.

Some couples have had problems receiving the course for
$95.00. Please call 814-317-2647 or 814-317-2643 or
email the Family Life Office at familylife@dioceseaj.org if
this happens to you.

YOU CAN GET OUR BULLETIN EMAILED TO YOU EACH
WEEK: The bulletin is the center of our parish communi-
cation, and we want to keep you informed. We are now
offering to send you the parish bulletin directly to your
email every week. It’s a great way to stay connected any-
time. You can begin by using this link:
https://ebulletin.jspaluch.com
or by texting the word ‘BULLETIN’ to 94090.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you . . .
the Spirit of truth.”

— John 14:16-17

Although we cannot celebrate mass together,
Monsignor Becker will be saying Mass privately each
day for the following Mass intentions.

Sunday Masses will continue to be live-streamed on
Facebook at 10:00 AM and recorded to be posted on our
website later that day.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday May 17 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mass for People of the Parish
Monday May 18 — Easter Weekday

Mass for James Farrell requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday May 19 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Joe Robeson

Wednesday May 20 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Deborah Begley requested by
Bob & Ginny Reeder

Thursday May 21 — The Ascension of the Lord
Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by Joan Weston

Friday May 22 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Dave Petrak requested by Ann Betting

Sunday May 24 — Seventh Sunday of Easter
Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Jn15:26 — 16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7¢-8; Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;
Jn 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23;
Mt 28:16-20
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday: Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16;
Jn17:1-11a

May Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For Deacons

We pray that deacons, faithful in their ser-

vice to the Word and the poor, may be an

invigorating symbol for the entire Church.

g9




John 14:15

Jesus said, “If you love me
you will keep my commandments.”
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A TIME OF TRANSITION, INSTABILITY, AND HOPE

Today’s readings describe that period when the apostles are getting used to act-
INg on their own. Acts describes the spreading of the word to Samaria, curing
the sick, and their reception of the Holy Spirit. First Peter reminds us that our
response to evil must be to do good and to speak of our hope with gentleness
and reverence. The psalm is joyous with praise for God and a reminder of God’s
saving of those held captive in EQypt long, long ago. John talks not only about the
Father and Jesus but also another Advocate, who will remain even when Jesus
leaves. The readings also contain the promise of continued love and comfort. The
readings today reflect a time of transition, instability, and hope, much like we are
experiencing in these days of the pandemic.

WHEN YOU ARE MALIGNED

Each of the readings describes a time of transition and uncertainty. In Acts, the
apostles are learning how to respond to those seeking to share in the joy of healing
the sick and casting out unclean spirits. In First Peter, the new Christian community
IS reminded that they will be maligned. Their response to such suffering is shaped
by Jesus’ example of gentleness and reverence. The Gospel offers Jesus’ words of
consolation to those who are being left behind. All those who had lost Jesus once
through crucifixion must prepare to lose him again. But this time they are promised
that they will not be abandoned. They are left with the promise that Jesus’ new
commandments are the continuing guide to a life that, through death and resurrec-
tion, unites those who believe in Jesus, the Father, and the Spirit.

KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS

If keeping Jesus’ commandments is the key to loving him, being loved by the Fa-
ther, and accompanied by the Spirit, then what choice do we have but to keep his
commandments? It seems simple, but unlike the commandments carried down
the mountain by Moses, Jesus did not leave us with ten statements of conduct to
guide our actions. Jesus left us with a much more complicated commandment,
to love our neighbor as ourselves. This commandment requires that we first love
ourselves as Jesus loved us. We must see In ourselves what Jesus saw In each
one of us. Jesus saw that we too are made in the image and likeness of God and
that we carry with us the fragility of our
humanity. We must see that same God-

liness and humanity in every person we TODAY’S READINGS

encounter. It is not just ourselves we Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
see in the face of our family, friends, Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20
acquaintances, and strangers. It is the 1 Peter 3:15-18

face of God. We should act accordingly, John 14:15-21
especially during this pandemic.



God's Word for Children

Peter and John prayed for the people of Samaria.
When they laid their hands on them,
the people were given the Holy Spirit.
Look for seven hidden hands below.
Color them purple.

O "'
\ z@’a’ /c -
RS,

Sixth Sunday of Easter

God gave Philip the power to cure
paralyzed and crippled people.
Find the shapes at the bottom of the page in the picture
and color them.
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No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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JESUS LIVES!

In today’s Gospel Jesus says, “In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see
me” (John 14:19). Jesus might seem to be playing a game of hide and seek, but he’s actually
telling us something important. Jesus says that we, his followers, will see him because we know he
lives. Where does Jesus live today? We know Jesus is with us in the bread and wine that becomes
his Body and Blood in the Eucharist. But Jesus lives in many other people and places, too.

Find some of these places hidden in the jumbled words below. In the box next to each word, or
on a separate sheet of paper, draw a symbol or the picture that it describes. (Try not to peek at
the answer key at the bottom of the page before you finish!)
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