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Covid-19 Prayer to Mary, Health of the Sick

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with
Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know
our needs, and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebra-
tion may return after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform our-
selves to the will of the Father and to do what
Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering, and
_ burdened himself with our sorrows
b to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the
Resurrection. Amen.

Jesus sai
“I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me
John 14:6

We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

WHEN WILL WE BE BACK IN CHURCH? Bishop Mark has named a task force to begin consideration of the
ways that we can begin opening up our churches for Mass, once we get the go-ahead from the governor.
Our bishop has received guidelines for this endeavor from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
The bishops' conference has forwarded a set of recommendations to Catholic bishops across the country,
proposing various paths forward for how they might restart the public celebration of the Mass in their dio-
ceses despite the continued fear of the spread of the coronavirus.

The guidelines offer possibilities for celebrations of the Mass first in gatherings of 10 people, then 50 and
then on a more regular, unlimited basis. Among the recommendations for the first phase: limiting access to
the Mass via either a first-come, first-served system or on a rotational basis, asking congregants (but not pre-
siders) to wear masks, and using hand sanitizer during distribution of Communion, which, they suggest, may
still be received on the tongue. Addressing the first phase of the plan, the guidelines suggest that bishops
could allow for public celebration of the Mass with "greater frequency" for groups of 10 people or fewer,
while still encouraging those in populations with special risk to the coronavirus to stay home.

These are some of the guidelines which are proposed by the bishops’ conference. We are still in the early
stages of these considerations. We will keep you abreast of further developments!

MASS ON THE INTERNET — Mass “on line” has become the norm during the pandemic. | am most grateful to
those who make possible this broadcast on Facebook and our St. John’s website. Thank you for your pa-
tience when we have some technical difficulties. We try each week to take your suggestions and make the
needed improvements for our broadcast.

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS - It is that time of year when we solicit names of
those to be considered for Parish Council. Parish council meetings are normally held
on the second Monday of the month, with the exception of the month of December
and the summer months. If you discern that you would like to serve in this capacity,
or if you know someone whom you would like to nominate, please call or email me!

Liturgical Ministry Scheduling — Summer

Ministr
y June - September 7", 2020

Scheduler _ , ,
It has been a Spring of change and uncertainty — to say the least. But as chil-

PI'O dren of God we live in the hope and expectation that we will soon be able to
worship together as a community.

And so to be prepared, we will create a Summer Liturgical Ministry Schedule for the time when Bishop Mark permits
public Mass again.

At this time we are asking that you give us the dates for which you are NOT available for June through September 7™
(Labor Day Weekend).

If you have internet access please update your profile in Ministry Scheduler Pro. There is a link from our parish web-
site (https://stjohnsaltoona.org) and a link in the email reminder you will receive soon.

There are cards available in the rectory carport for those who do not have access to the internet.

If you are not able to update your profile online or visit the rectory to fill out a card, you may give Mark Kreppich a call
on a weekday evening between 7 PM and 10 PM or on the weekends at 814-932-2223.

Please update your profile online by midnight, Sunday, May 17" or fill out a card and leave it in the box in the recto-
ry carport or call me.

Family members may fill out one card front and back. Thank you.




May Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
For Deacons

We pray that deacons, faithful in their ser-

vice to the Word and the poor, may be an

invigorating symbol for the entire Church.

{
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WEEKLY FOOD BANK DONATIONS: Just a reminder that
#“4 we will continue to collect food
£/ weekly for our local food banks.

Simply drop off your donations
under the rectory carport.
& Monetary donations can go into
the offertory box. Simply add a
note that your donation is for our food bank collection.
In April, through the generosity of St .John’s church mem-
bers, we sent $1000 to St Vincent De Paul food pantry,
$500 to the United Way of Blair County Covid 19 Disaster
Fund to offer food vouchers to residents of Blair County
and $300 to St Luke’s Episcopal Church’s Food Pantry.
You are angels and your help is greatly appreciated!

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE: Our Parish Goal this
year is $44,423. Consider Online Giving To The Catholic
Ministries Drive. From any page on the diocesan website,
https://www.dioceseaj.org/, click on “The Blue Giving
Icon” which will lead you to the donation page. Receipts
are generated once a donor successfully makes their gift.
A reminder that on-line donors should print out their on-
line receipts as that is their official receipt for them to use
for their tax purposes.

" The need is greater than ever now.

Stewardship at St. John’s

April 26, 2020
Envelopes S 4,156.00
Loose S  555.00
Catholic Relief Services S 73.24
Catholic Home Missions S 85.00
Easter Flowers S 20.00
Easter Offering S 270.00
Good Friday S 5.00
Food Bank Donations S 695.00
SubTotal S 5,859.20
Online Giving S 1,851.00
Total Offertory S 7,710.24

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $146,228
Pledge Payment Committed $29,730
Total Pledges/Donations $175,958

Catholic Ministries Drive
Last Update: March 31, 2020
Target $ 44,423
Payments/Donations $ 24,105
Pledge Payments Committed $ 1,200
Total Gifts $ 25,305

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Frazier « Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman
Denny Horton ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Joan Litzinger e Sherri Maffettone e Louis Jack Mathias
Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Donna Moyer ¢ Ailani Myers ® Nancy
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock ¢ Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker e Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin e Peggy Seiler ¢ Bruce Shank
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte e Patty Teufel
Rose Wargo ¢ Lois Werfel ® Carol White
William Wieland ¢ Noah Wills e Milan & Family

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List.
When a person recovers, please call the office and
have their name removed from the list.

MASS FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS TO BE TELEVISED:
Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 31, 2020
with a televised Mass celebrated by Bishop Mark
Bartchak at 11:00 am on WATM ABC 23. Mass will be
rebroadcast that night at 9:00 p.m. on Atlantic Broad-
band channel 9. Throughout the Altoona-Johnstown
Johnstown Diocese, those who have lost a spouse
through death are invited to register by contacting the
Family Life Office by emailing familylife@dioceseaj.org or
by calling 814-317-2647 or 814-317-2643 to have your
spouse acknowledged and remembered at Mass. When
registering, please give your name, address, phone num-
ber and the name of your spouse who has passed away.
Deadline to register is May 20, 2020. Sponsored by the
Diocesan Family Life Office.

Prayer for a Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.
| love You above all things,
and | desire to receive You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
| embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.




MARRIAGE PREP CLASSES: Classes will be held online
through Unveiled. While normally the cost is $190/couple,
the diocese has secured a price of $95/couple during the
pandemic. Register at www.unveiledmarriage.com

Click on Engaged Couples / Learning More / Get Started /
Create an Account. You can complete this program any-
time within nine months. Space out your preparation or
complete preparation quickly. Unveiled is 7.5 hours of
screen time, not including the activities and discussions
with your future spouse.

The cost for the ON LINE is $95.00 with the promo code:
Johnstown. If you do not use the promo code the

cost is $190.00. The cost has been lowered because of
the Pandemic.

Once you register for Unveiled, you will be able to down-
load the workbooks and begin working through the mate-
rial. Unveiled can be completed no matter where you are
so long as you and your future spouse have access to the
internet.

Once you create your user account, navigate to the
"Course Catalog." Here you will have an option to engage
the content together or separately. Select "Unveiled-
Together" if you intend to be together while you are
working through the Unveiled program. Select "Unveiled-
Separately," if you are taking the course independently,
separated by some distance. If you select, "Unveiled-
Separately, " you will see a "Bride Track" and a "Groom
Track" appear. This will allow you to progress through the
material independently. In either case, you and your fu-
ture spouse will share the username and password for
your account.

Once you select your course, go to the next page and
scroll down to the word "unveiled" and click on it. On the
next page you will see three boxes with pic-

tures....this page you will click on the blue box...enroll
me. On the next page you will see a box for the Promo
Code...type "Johnstown" and click on update. Now you
will be charged $95.00 for the course.

Progress at your own pace. As a couple you will interact
with the program through a number of different videos,
journaling opportunities, activities and conversations with
one another.

When you have completed the class you will be able to
print or email a PDF copy of your Certificate of Comple-
tion for your Priest.

Some couples have had problems receiving the course for
$95.00. Please call or email the Family Life Office if this
happens to you. We will be happy to walk you through to
process.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me.”

— John 14:6

©1.S. Paluch Co, Inc.

Although we cannot celebrate mass together,
Monsignor Becker will be saying Mass privately each
day for the following Mass intentions.

Sunday Masses will continue to be live-streamed on
Facebook at 10:00 AM and recorded to be posted on our
website later that day.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday May 10 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
Mass for People of the Parish
Monday May 11 — Easter Weekday

Mass for Edward Bastian requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Tuesday May 12 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Serena Stevens requested by
Dave & Judy Kimmen Lenhart
Wednesday May 13 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Regina Feryok requested by
Marian Monios

Thursday May 14 — St. Matthias, Apostle
Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

Friday May 15 — Easter Weekday
Mass for Joe Robeson

Sunday May 17 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17
Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; 1 Pt 3:15-18

or1Pt4:13-16;Jn 14:15-21 0rJn 17:1-11a
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF

MAY 10, 2020

Sunday Readings
May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Reading 1
Acts 6:1-7

As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows
were being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, “It
is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men,
filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to
the ministry of the word.” The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled with
faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to
Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on them. The word of God continued to
spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large group of priests were becoming
obedient to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
or:

R. Alleluia.

Exult, you just, in the LORD;

praise from the upright is fitting.

Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;

with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
or:

R. Alleluia.

Upright is the word of the LORD,

and all his works are trustworthy.

He loves justice and right;

of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
or:

R. Alleluia.

See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,

upon those who hope for his kindness,

To deliver them from death

and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
or:

R. Alleluia.



Reading 2
1Pt2:4-9

Beloved: Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, and, like
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. For it says in Scripture:

Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion,

a cornerstone, chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.
Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those
without faith:

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone,
and

A stone that will make people stumble,

and a rock that will make them fall.
They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny.

You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce the praises”
of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Gospel
Jn 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that | am going to prepare a place for
you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back again and take you to myself, so that where |1 am you also may
be. Where | am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him,
“Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you for so long a time and
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you
not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak on my own. The
Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe
because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, | say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do
greater ones than these, because | am going to the Father.”

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc.,
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Jesus sai
“I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me
John 14:6
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A SPIRITUAL LIFE IN A CONCRETE WORLD

Today'’s readings describe the complexities of trying to live a spiritual life while still
living In a world that demands concrete action. Acts tell us about disagreements
pbeginning to emerge in the early Christian communities over divisions of labor.
Some people are praying and preaching while others are feeding the hungry. In
First Peter we are reminded that Jesus is the cornerstone. Jesus was rejected yet
IS the very foundation for building the community, and yet he is also a stumbling
block for those who do not follow the path laid out by his life and works. In John
we hear again the contrast of the spiritual and the concrete, of houses with many
rooms, of truth and life. Is it surprising that the apostles and we are sometimes
confused about how to live the life Jesus intended for us?

FINDING REALITY IN FAITH

The readings today describe a faith community struggling with the realities of
preaching, teaching, praying, and spreading the word of God while others are
concerned about putting food on the table and a roof over their heads. In Acts
decisions are made about a division of labor. Some will preach and others will
ensure that the community is fed. In First Peter there is talk of spiritual houses,
pbuilders, and cornerstones, of faith and stumbling blocks. In John, Jesus begins
to prepare the apostles for his departure. Jesus talks about his Father’s house
pbut the apostles want concrete answers to their questions. They want to see the
Father. They don’t know the way. Jesus’ response is both spiritual and concrete.
His answer is both faith and works.

FINDING FAITH IN THE REAL WORLD

The tensions within the readings are tensions we feel every day between our faith
and the world in which we live. We stumble over stones that litter the way, over
lies that hide the truth, even over the reality of death. We want our faith to be
solid, so we can test its permanence and reality. But faith is not concrete. Faith
IS a living thing, a leap into the unknown. Works are concrete. The works of the
apostles are what sustained them even as they struggled with their own faith. We
must feed the hungry and shelter the homeless even as we speak to ourselves
and others of faith beyond brick and mortar. While we live in a world of harsh
realities, we must remember there are
realities beyond those we see but not

beyond our belief. We know that the TODAY’S READINGS

faith born of love for others and lived Acts 6:1—7
out in caring for the sick and sorrowful, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
the hungry and homeless, the poor and 1 Peter 2:4-9

Imprisoned is real. John 14:1-12



God's Word for Children

Jesus said, “In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling places” (John 14:2).
Follow Jesus’ words
to find your way through the maze.

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Jesus is like a living stone, one who is
“chosen and precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4).
Enter the pile of rocks at the shovel.

Then follow the letter trail and find the hidden words,
writing them in order onto the empty stones at the bottom.
They'll tell us what we should do.

If you need help, read 1 Peter 2:5 in your Bible.
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Scripture excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved.
No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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John 14:6

“ALL AGES CALL ME BLESSED”

The month of May is dedicated to Mary, the mother of Jesus and our Blessed Mother, too.
These days are observed by praying the rosary, with May crownings of images of Mary as Queen
of Heaven, and by celebrating our own mothers.

Although we give special attention to Mary during May, we also celebrate many events in her
life throughout the liturgical year. The titles and dates of these feasts and commemorations are
listed here, along with the description of the celebration. See if you can match the names and
descriptions by drawing a line from the date to the sentence that describes it.

The Church honors Mary as Regina Caeli, \
the Queen of Heaven.

/Annunciacion (March 25)

Visitation (May 31) The angel Gabriel announced to Mary that

she was chosen to become the mother of Jesus.
Assumption (August |5) This feast celebrates Mary as free of sin
from the moment her life began.
Queenship of Mary (August 22) Mary makes the journey to visit her cousin Elizabeth,
who is expecting a baby.
Nativity of Mary (September 8) The Church’s tradition marks this day
as the date of Mary’s birth.

Presentation of Mary (November 21) This day celebrates God’s raising of Mary, body
and soul, to live forever in heaven.

Immaculate Conception (December 8) Mary’s parents, Anna and Joachim,
bring their young daughter to the temple

k to offer her to God’s service. j

Mark each of these days
on your calendar.

Remember to think of Mary
and honor her on these days.
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$29.95. /Mo billed quarterly www.arcfcu.org ¢ 814-946-0857
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No Long-Term Confract o e

Price Guarantee o Registered Master Plumbers * Residential & Commercial
Easy Self Installation o Free Estimates ® Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark e Quality Work
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Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 ;008 chestnut Ave. * Altoona oaz-7153
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