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St John the Evangellst Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

CO-VID 19: Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels
and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you
today as your beloved children. We ask you to
intercede for us with your Son, as you did at
the wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Moth-
er, and gain for our nation and world, and for
all our families and loved ones, the protection
of your holy angels, that we may be spared
the worst of this illness. For those already
afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of
healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of
those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe
away their tears and help them to trust. In this
time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the
Church to love one another and to be patient
and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus
to our land and to our hearts. We come to you
with confidence, knowing that you truly are
our compassionate mother, health of the sick
and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the
OBV S, Raluch Co. Inc. mantle of your protection, keep us in the em-
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e T brace of your arms, help us always to know

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.
(c) 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, CCD. 4
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

DEALING WITH THE CORONAVIRUS: This pandemic crisis raises questions for people of faith. Here are some sugges-

tions by the noted Jesuit author, James Martin:

¢ RESIST PANIC. But panic and fear are not from God. Calm and hope are. And it is possible to respond to a crisis
seriously and deliberately while maintaining an inner sense of calm and hope. “Do not be afraid!” as Jesus said
many times.

+ DO NOT DEMONIZE. Resist the temptation to demonize or scapegoat, which increases in time of stress and short-
ages. Covid-19 is not a Chinese disease; it is not a “foreign” disease. It is no one’s “fault.” And illness is not a pun-
ishment. So don’t demonize and don’t hate. Many things have been cancelled because of the coronavirus.
Love is not one of them.

¢ CARE FOR THE SICK. This pandemic may be a long haul. Do what you can to help others, especially the elderly, dis-
abled, poor and isolated. Take the necessary precautions; don’t be reckless and don’t risk spreading the disease,
but also don’t forget the fundamental Christian duty to help others. Part of the Christian tradition is caring for
the sick, even at some personal cost.

¢ PRAY. While our churches are closed, there are many televised and livestreamed Masses available. But even if you
can’t find one, you can pray on your own. When you do, remember that you’re still part of a community. There is
also the longstanding tradition in our church of receiving a “spiritual communion,” when, if you cannot participate
in the Mass in person, you unite yourself with God in prayer.

¢ TRUST THAT GOD IS WITH YOU. Many people, especially those who are sick, may feel a sense of isolation that
compounds their fear. And many of us, even if we're not infected, will know people who are sick and even die. So
most will naturally ask:  Why is this happening?

FOLLOW OUR WEBSITE: Pastors around the country have been reaching out to parishioners in multiple ways. We are
no different here at St. John’s. We will continue to do robo-calls as needed, and provide video messages by way of our
website. I'm grateful for Debbie Johnson who keeps everything updated on the Facebook page of the parish. Even
while we are isolated, it is more important than ever that we stay connected.

EASTER FLOWERS: A number of parishioners have already made a contribution toward the purchase of Easter flowers.
Because there will be no Easter liturgies celebrated in the church, we will try making these flowers available for home
use. A robo-call will be made with further instructions on how you may obtain a flower, if possible.

HOLY WEEK: As we approach the holiest week of the year, we will all feel a certain emptiness because of our absence
from the great liturgical feasts that are celebrated in our churches. All of the Great Feast Days will be live streamed on
the internet, and also on television. Check your listings and celebrate with Catholics across the world the Paschal Mys-
tery of our Redemption! All parish Masses will be celebrated privately.

FIVE SIMPLE WAYS TO CELEBRATE HOLY WEEK AT HOME:

Create a simple prayer space in your home, and gather there to pray during the week.

Palm Sunday: At your regular Mass time, read the first Palm Sunday Gospel (Mt 21:1-11) and meditate on or discuss
what Jesus might be thinking as he enters Jerusalem for the last time.

Holy Thursday: Bake bread for sharing at dinner; make a ritual of stripping the dinner table of all cloths and decorations
after dinner.

Good Friday: Pray the Stations of the Cross at 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday: In the morning, read Psalm 64 and break your Good Friday fast solemnly with a simple meal.

Easter Sunday: Dress up the dinner table again. Include candles and crosses, so that the candy baskets aren’t the only
festive items present. Sing Alleluia and read the Easter Gospel (Matthew 28:1-10) with solemnity and joy.
Look online for other suggestions for celebrating Holy Week at home, to deepen and enrich your experience at
this time of social isolation. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.




MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. Once our staff has received the
request and verified your account, you can update your
information. If you have questions, please call the church
office at 814-942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our
records!

ONLINE GIVING: Please consider registering to use Online
Giving instead of weekly envelopes for contributions to
our parish. This can be very convenient when you are un-
able to attend mass at St. John’s. The application provides
you a convenient option that you may access at any time.
Your gift will be transferred from your preferred method
of payment directly to our parish. There’s no need to
share any sensitive account information with parish staff.
We have implemented Online Giving because it is conven-
ient, safe and secure, and simple. You can start, stop and
change your contributions at anytime. Sign up by visiting
our parish website: stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate
Online which is below Parish Information on the left side
of the page and complete the online registration form.
Online Giving Technical support can be reach by calling
800-348-2886, choosing Option 2. You can also reach
support via email at onlinegiving@osv.com.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Frazier ¢ Molly Grenfell ¢ Randy Horton
Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa ® Joan Litzinger ¢ Sherri Maffettone
Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ® Donna Moyer ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler ¢ Anne Showalter
Tim & Dina Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel
Carol White e William Wieland e Noah Wills
Milan & Family

ROBO-CALLS: Are you receiving the robo-calls that we
make to keep you updated on important parish events
and reminders? Please call the office at 814-942-5503 to
add your name and phone number to the list or change
the phone number that is being used.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25
Holy Thursday: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116: 12-13, 15-16bc,
17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15
Good Friday: Is 52:13- 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25;
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Saturday (Easter Vigil) : a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a];
Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35;
b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 8-11;
c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;
d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;
e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;
f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11;
g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Mt 28:1-10
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: “Jesus mission is to restore to
good order the created household of God which sin has
disrupted. He not only perfectly accomplishes this task,
but also, in calling disciples, empowers them to collabo-
rate with him in the work of redemption for themselves
and on behalf of others,” [Stewardship: A Disciple’s Re-
sponse, USCCB, 1993]

God has entrusted us with many gifts and talents, the
breath of life and the means by which we can sustain our
existence. As disciples of Jesus we are called to use these
things to build the Kingdom of God; to make the Body of
Christ strong; to change the world.

Stewardship at St. John’s

The March 29 Stewardship Totals are unavailable due to
an early bulletin deadline.

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive as of 2/29/2020
Goal - 544,423
Payments/Donations  $18,550
Pledge Payments Committed  $1,000
Total Gifts $19,550
The Catholic Ministries Drive solely exists to provide funds to support
14 ministries that Nurture Our Youth, Form Clergy and Laity, and Care
for the Poor/Strengthen Families. You can be assured that 100% of all
CMD gifts are restricted to these ministries.




Blessed is he who comes

ZION GATE
JERUSALEM

MATTHEW 21:9

OF THe PassSion
OF THE€ LORD

Today’s passage from lIsaiah presents us with a common
human dilemma: what do we do with our suffering? The
speaker describes himself as God’s faithful servant, who suf-
fers beatings and mockery. We can’t be sure who the speaker
is, but we can see his extraordinary response. He chooses not
to fight back, not to respond to violence with violence. He
chooses to endure with hope that God, in God’s own way, will
deliver and vindicate him. Christians later saw this passage as
a poignant description of Jesus’ suffering in his passion.

We all have many experiences of tragic or undeserved suf-
fering. We might desire to run from our pain, or to inflict suf-
fering upon others, or to live in despair. In faith, we are invited
to share in the suffering of Jesus, sharing also with all who
suffer similarly. We can place our wounds in God’s hands. We
may live in enduring hope that Christ is indeed present and
accompanies us in our pain. In God’s own way, our suffering
may be transformed, so to serve God’s purposes.

Copyright © 2020, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite 400,
Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158 1 800 621-5197. With Ecclesiastical Approbation.

Palm Sunday - My Will Be Done

in the name of the Lord!

©J. S. Paluch Co., Inc: Exceﬁts‘fro
LectionargforMass ©2008, 19« 986 970
CCD. All rights reserved. lllustration™Tc
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A NEW KINGDOM

The Gospel of Matthew, using various symbols from scrip-
ture, presents Jesus as the true and victorious king who begins
a new kingdom. After his royal entrance into Jerusalem, Jesus
ascends his scandalous and paradoxical throne, the cross. The
cross reveals the nature of his kingdom, based on God’s for-
giveness and sacrificial love. Evil forces thrive when violence
stirs even more violence. By accepting his suffering and offer-
ing forgiveness, Jesus broke the primary cycle of violence. The
Gospels proclaim that the powers of evil, though continuing
their effects today, were decisively defeated on the cross.

The resurrection of Jesus launches the reign of God, which
will be fully complete upon Jesus’ return. We are now offered
a new path for being human by which, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, we may partner with God to create new cycles of
life and hope.

Today’s Readings: Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]

One of the most comforting parts of the Passion story for me is the agony in the garden. If the Son of God had to tell
himself and his Father, "not as | will, but as you will" (Matthew 26:39); | should be able to say the same. There are times
when | would much rather have things always go my way, but that is not going to happen. So it's comforting to know
that Jesus did not take the easy way out, but accepted the Father's will that he should suffer and die.

Whenever we say the Lord's Prayer we pray, "Thy will be done." But how often do we still take the easy way out? When
| have a chance to help someone in need, do | tell myself it's none of my business, or do | ask if there is anything | can
do? When | am hurt by the death of a loved one, or am injured in an accident, do | get angry at God for letting this hap-

pen, or do | say with Jesus, "Not my will, but yours be done"?

Luke's Gospel ends the temptation of Jesus in the desert with the phrase, "When the devil had finished every test, he
left him until an opportune time" (Luke 4:13). That time came in the garden, and again Jesus had the last word, choos-
ing to do his Father's will. Even though we know God always does what is best for us when we would rather have what
we think is best, at least remember to say, "Not my will, but yours be done."

Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.
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said the blessing,

broke it, and giving it to his disciples said

“Take and eat; this is my body.

o

While they were eating, Jesus took bread

o

»

Matthew 26:26
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