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CO-VID 19: Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels 
and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you 
today as your beloved children. We ask you to 
intercede for us with your Son, as you did at 
the wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Moth-
er, and gain for our naƟon and world, and for 
all our families and loved ones, the protecƟon 
of your holy angels, that we may be spared 
the worst of this illness. For those already 
afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of 
healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of 
those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe 
away their tears and help them to trust. In this 
Ɵme of trial and tesƟng, teach all of us in the 
Church to love one another and to be paƟent 
and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus 
to our land and to our hearts. We come to you 
with confidence, knowing that you truly are 
our compassionate mother, health of the sick 
and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the 
mantle of your protecƟon, keep us in the em-
brace of your arms, help us always to know 
the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.  



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH – This prayer was prayed by Pope Francis on the Feast of St. Joseph.   
     We pray it as fervently as did he!  
 

Protect, O Holy Guardian, this our naƟon. 
Enlighten those responsible for the common good, so that they might know — like you do — how to care for those en-
trusted to their responsibility. 
Grant intelligence of knowledge to those seeking adequate means for the health and physical well-being of their broth-
ers and sisters. 
Sustain those who are spending themselves for those in need, even at the cost of their own safety: volunteers, nurses, 
doctors who are on the front lines in curing the sick. 
Bless, O St Joseph, the Church: beginning with her ministers, make her the sign and instrument of your light and your 
goodness. 
Accompany, O St Joseph, our families: with your prayerful silence, create harmony between parents and their children, 
in a special way with the youngest. 
Preserve the elderly from loneliness: grant that no one might be leŌ in desperaƟon from abandonment and discourage-
ment. 
Comfort those who are the most frail, encourage those who falter, intercede for the poor. 
With the Virgin Mother, beg the Lord to liberate the world from every form of pandemic. 
 Amen. 
 

A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION – Please make a Spiritual Communion each day of the Easter Season, offering this prayer 
for a deliverance from this pandemic. 

Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 
St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

CREATE A FAMILY PRAYER SPACE AT HOME: In the coming weeks, families will be spending more Ɵme together at 
home. One good use of this Ɵme would be to pray together on a regular basis. This prayer Ɵme together can be en-

hanced by creaƟng a place in your home dedicated to prayer.  

Making a place for prayer in our home can help us do what the Gospel tells us, to 
go into an “inner room” to pray (MaƩhew 6:6).  

Make your prayer place as quiet, uncluƩered, and “desert-like” as possible. It can 
be the corner of a room or any unused space. Furnish your prayer place with a 

Bible, prayer books, cross, rosary, icons, and a candle. Encourage family members 
to use the prayer place for personal as well as family prayer.  

You can bless your place of prayer, saying: 
Come, Holy God. Dwell in this place of prayer, 

and bless it with your peace and presence. 
Bless all who seek you here. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
If you are unable to go to Mass, one idea for prayer together is to find a resource 

with the prayers and reading for Sunday Mass and pray those together.  
You can find the readings online at www.usccb.org.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from 
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and 
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Baby Adam • Baby Aiden • Baby Maddie • Cari Ann  
James Aubrey • Julie Beiswenger • Robert Cole  

Millie Grace Capon • BeƩy Dennis  
Michael DeStefano • Jim Duffy • Bernadine Farrell  

Kathy Felty • ChrisƟne FinklesƟne • Helen Fornwalt 
Leann Frazier • Molly Grenfell • Denny Horton 

Randy Horton • Brian Kopp • Lisa • Joan Litzinger  
Sherri MaffeƩone • Louis Jack Mathias • Bryson Miller  

Mildred Miller • Susie Miller •  Barbara Moore  
Donna Moyer • Ailani Myers • Nancy • Patricia Olson  

Mary Oricko • Linda Pletcher • Karen Price  
Ron Peschock • Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker  

Vicki Riley • Allison Ritchey • Olga Romerowicz  
Cari Roth • Mike Rudolph • Fr. Robert RusƟn  

Peggy Seiler • Anne Showalter • Tim & Dina Temofonte  
PaƩy Teufel • Rose Wargo • Lois Werfel • Carol White  

William Wieland • Noah Wills • Milan & Family  

MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist 
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at 
stjohnsaltoona.org  and click on the My Own Church link 
on the leŌ side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your informaƟon. If anything has changed, go ahead 
and update your info, and our staff will be noƟfied. If you 
haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great Ɵme 
to create an account. Once our staff has received the re-
quest and verified your account, you can update your in-
formaƟon. Thanks for helping us update our records! 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:   

Stewardship at St. John’s 

March 29, 2020 

 Envelopes          $    3,083.00 
 Loose           $       225.00 
 Catholic Relief Services  $       100.00 
 Easter Flowers   $         35.00 
 Easter Offering   $       100.00 
  SubTotal         $    3,543.00 
  Online Giving          $    1,498.00 
 Total Offertory          $    5,041.00   

 
Restore*Repair*Rejoice  

Payments/DonaƟons  $143,201 
Pledge Payment CommiƩed  $31,251 
Total Pledges/DonaƟons   $174,452 

 

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive as of 2/29/2020 
Goal - $44,423 

Payments/DonaƟons $18,550 
Pledge Payments CommiƩed $1,000 

Total GiŌs $19,550 
The Catholic Ministries Drive solely exists to provide funds to support 
14 ministries that Nurture Our Youth, Form Clergy and Laity, and Care 
for the Poor/Strengthen Families. You can be assured that 100% of all 

CMD giŌs are restricted to these ministries.  

ONLINE GIVING: Please consider registering to use Online 
Giving instead of weekly envelopes for contribuƟons to 
our parish. This can be very convenient at this Ɵme. The 
applicaƟon provides you a convenient opƟon that you 
may access at any Ɵme. Your giŌ will be transferred from 
your preferred method of payment directly to our parish. 
There’s no need to share any sensiƟve account infor-
maƟon with parish staff. Online Giving is convenient, safe 
and secure, and simple. You can start, stop and change 
your contribuƟons at anyƟme. There is a place on the en-
velopes you receive in the mail to check the "I gave 
online" box. Sign up by visiƟng our parish website: 
stjohnsaltoona.org.  Click on Donate Online which is be-
low Parish InformaƟon on the leŌ side of the page and 
complete the online registraƟon form. If you have any 
trouble or quesƟons when you sign up, Online Giving 
Technical support can be reach by calling 800-348-2886, 
choosing OpƟon 2.  You can also reach support via email 
at onlinegiving@osv.com.  

SOME GOOD NEWS: A baby girl, Zosha Eve, was born on 
March 16 to David & Nicole DeFrancisco. Granddaughter 
to Michele & Lance DeFrancisco, great-granddaughter to 
Marian Monios, Zosha has a big brother, Luca. 

Baby boy, Owen Edward Moyer, was born March 20, to 
Ashley & Drew Moyer.  Owen's sisters , Audrey, Amelia, 
and Norah, are thrilled with their new baby brother.    
Marilyn Bevan is the proud grandmother. 

Baby boy, Louis Jack Mathias, was born on March 31 to 
Lindsey & Adam. Louis has 2 sisters, Genevieve & Gloria. 
His proud grandparents are Becky & Ron Merilli. 

April Prayer IntenƟon of Pope Francis 
Freedom from AddicƟon 

We pray that those suffering from addic-
Ɵon may be helped and accompanied. 

YOU CAN GET OUR BULLETIN EMAILED TO YOU EACH 
WEEK: The bulleƟn is the center of our parish communi-
caƟon, and we want to keep you informed. We are now 
offering to send you the parish bulleƟn directly to your 
email every week. It’s a great way to stay connected any-
Ɵme. You can begin by using this link: 

 hƩps://ebulleƟn.jspaluch.com  
or by texƟng the word ‘BULLETIN’ to 94090. 







 

Flowers will be placed in the sanctuary, at Easter, 
“In Memory/Honor Of”: 

 
 

 

Deceased family & friends requested by Mr. 
& Mrs. Dave McManuels 

 
Living & deceased members of Nancy Fogel 
family requested by Ms. Nancy Fogel 
 
Family members requested by Ms. Elsie 
MacCullagh 
 
Our deceased parents & relatives requested by 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dancha Jr.  
 
Jancula & Hazenstab families requested by 
Mrs. Jane Jancula 
 
Deceased members of the Steidle & 
Musselman families requested by Mrs. Anna 
Musselman 
 
Members of the Kociola, Woomer & Wirfel 
families requested by Mr. & Mrs. George 
Kociola 
 
John Caporuscio, Robert & Wiona Reeder & 
Francesco & Vincenza Mento requested by 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Reeder 
 
David M. Litzinger & John & Virginia 
Ricche requested by Mrs. Carole Litzinger 
 
Bob Bundy requested by Mrs. Barbara Bundy 
 
Regina Feryok, Michelle Oswalt & Margaret 
Dzimiera requested by Ms Marian Monios 
 
Dorothy Roberto & Christine Teeter 
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Tony Berardi 

Deceased members of the Stoltz and Dinicala 
Families and also Covid 19 victims requested 
by Gerald Stoltz 
 
Deceased members of the Sclafani, Yokitis, 
King and Venenose Families requested by Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray & Mary King 
 
Lily Ruiz requested by Mr. & Mrs. 
Christopher Tatar 
 
Pappy Joe requested by Bill & Patty Teufel 
 
Our parents requested by Dr. & Mrs. Joseph 
Klobuka 
 
Harry and Mary & Family requested by Mr. 
& Mrs. Harry Murphy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Sunday Readings 
April 12, 2020 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 
Reading 1 
Acts 10:34a, 37–43 
 Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing 
good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third 
day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one 
appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in 
him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23 
R. (24) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.” 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
or: 
R. Alleluia. 
 
Reading 2 
Col 3:1–4 
 Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory. 
 
– or – 
 
 



1 Cor 5:6b–8 
 Brothers and sisters: Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? Clear out the old yeast, so that you 
may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For  
our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity  
and truth. 
 
Gospel 
Jn 20:1–9 
 On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw 
the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and 
told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other 
disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb 
first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the 
tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a 
separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. 
For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead. 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English 
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
 
If Christmas is the “most wonderful time of the year,” then Easter is the most joyous, glorious, awesome time of 

the year! Really? Today’s readings don’t exactly brim over with the kind of holiday cheer we find at Christmas—except for 
the responsorial psalm, which admittedly rings with gleeful joy. But otherwise, not so much. In the first reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles, Peter gives a dry, condensed rendering of the story of Jesus to a group of Gentiles in Caesarea. The 
Colossians reading actually does have us looking forward to glory. Most underwhelming, though, is the Gospel 
proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. When we want to hear about angels and earthquakes and trumpets and 
glory, we hear about a dark, silent, empty tomb. This Easter Sunday story from John’s Gospel is startling in its emptiness. 
Like Peter in the story, we must enter into this mystery. 
 
THE MYSTERY OF EMPTINESS 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! This Paschal greeting is customary in Eastern Catholic and Orthodox churches 
on Easter Sunday. Then there is Saint Augustine’s acclamation of joy: We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song! 
However you express it, Easter is the time for rejoicing because Jesus Christ, our friend and brother, is risen from the 
dead. And yet today’s scriptures are less joyful than one would expect for the most important feast in the Christian 
calendar. Perhaps we are being asked to look deeper into the mystery of the Resurrection, just as Peter went into the 
tomb to look deeper into the mystery of its emptiness.  

Mary Magdalene, who loved the Lord so much that she risked everything, possibly even her life, to go to the 
tomb before daybreak, finds the stone rolled away and assumes that someone has taken Jesus’ body. Frightened and 
sad, she runs to tell Peter and John. They all run back to the tomb, but what do they expect to see? Peter enters the tomb 
and sees. John enters, sees, and believes. But what does he believe? Scripture states, “For they did not yet understand the 
scripture that he had to rise from the dead” (John 20:9). They went home, not really knowing what had happened. But 
John “believed” something. 
 
SOMETHING HAPPENED 

What do we believe? Somewhere between that Easter morning and Peter’s confident teaching about Jesus in the 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles, something (the Risen Christ) happened. Peter has evolved from his bewilderment 
into a witness to the Resurrection.  

What are we to find in the empty tomb? Maybe the Colossians reading has an answer. By entering the empty 
tomb of our lives to seek the Lord, we see, we believe, we die, to be raised with Christ. “For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). And we will rise in glory with him. 
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
  (814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and 
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor. 

Does not include cost
 of material.

 Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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