March 29, 2020

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503

www. stjohnsaltoona.org
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00
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PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance
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CO-VID 19: Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels
and Mother of the Americas. We fly to you
today as your beloved children. We ask you to
intercede for us with your Son, as you did at
the wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Moth-
er, and gain for our nation and world, and for
all our families and loved ones, the protection
of your holy angels, that we may be spared
the worst of this illness. For those already
afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of
healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of
those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe
away their tears and help them to trust. In this
time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the
Church to love one another and to be patient
and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus
to our land and to our hearts. We come to you
with confidence, knowing that you truly are
our compassionate mother, health of the sick
and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the
mantle of your protection, keep us in the em-
brace of your arms, help us always to know

the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.
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A Few Words from the Pastor:

THE PARISH BULLETIN IN THE TIME OF COVID-19: Typically, the bulletin is meant to keep parishioners up to
date on what is happening in the parish. The schedule of Masses, liturgical ministries, faith formation, and
various other parish activities are always listed. Because of the virus, all of that has ceased. We been asked to
stay at home so that this wicked virus may not spread. While at home, however, as Catholic Christians we are
invited to be praying for safety, healing, and peace of heart in this challenging time. For that reason, our bul-
letin will regularly include prayers and reflections for use at home, for individuals and for families.

COVID-19: A PRAYER OF SOLIDARITY

For all who have contracted coronavirus,
We pray for care and healing.

For those who are particularly vulnerable,
We pray for safety and protection.

For all who experience fear or anxiety,
We pray for peace of mind and spirit.

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions between food or public safety,
We pray for policies that recognize their plight.

For those who do not have adequate health insurance,
We pray that no family will face financial burdens alone.

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration status,
We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all.

For our brothers and sisters around the world,
We pray for shared solidarity.

For public officials and decision makers,
We pray for wisdom and guidance.

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all.
Grant peace.
Grant comfort.
Grant healing.
Be with us, Lord.

Amen.

ONLINE RESOURCES: the United States Catholic Bishops Conference (USCCB) offers a variety of resources for
personal prayer, as well as a listing of online Masses being offered. There is a link for the USCCB website on
our website. That address is http://usccb.org/.

STAYING CONNECTED! Using robo calls, emails, and YouTube videos posted to our website, the parish wants
very much to stay in touch, even though we are homebound. A team of parishioners has begun reaching out
to those who are living alone. If you know of someone who especially needs pastoral care at this time,
please do not hesitate to call the parish.

Prayer for a Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. | love you above all things, and | long
for you in my soul. Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As
though you have already come, | embrace you and unite myself entirely to you,; never permit me to be sepa-
rated from you. Amen.




MY OWN CHURCH: Help us keep St. John the Evangelist
records up to date! Just visit our parish website at
stjohnsaltoona.org and click on the My Own Church link
on the left side of the page. Here you can login and up-
date your information. If anything has changed, go ahead
and update your info, and our staff will be notified.

If you haven’t logged in to My Own Church, now is a great
time to create an account. Once our staff has received the
request and verified your account, you can update your
information. If you have questions, please call the church
office at 814-942-5503. Thanks for helping us update our
records!

ONLINE GIVING: Please consider registering to use Online
Giving instead of weekly envelopes for contributions to
our parish. This can be very convenient when you are un-
able to attend mass at St. John’s. The application provides
you a convenient option that you may access at any time.
Your gift will be transferred from your preferred method
of payment directly to our parish. There’s no need to
share any sensitive account information with parish staff.
We have implemented Online Giving because it is conven-
ient, safe and secure, and simple. You can start, stop and
change your contributions at anytime. Sign up by visiting
our parish website: stjohnsaltoona.org. Click on Donate
Online which is below Parish Information on the left side
of the page and complete the online registration form.
Online Giving Technical support can be reach by calling
800-348-2886, choosing Option 2. You can also reach
support via email at onlinegiving@osv.com.

LOVE FEAST FOLLOW-UP: Due to concerns about spread
of the coronavirus, we opted to forego social interaction
and serve about 50 persons, including a homeless family,
via take-out meals on Saturday, March 14. Please extend
thanks to parishioners who met this challenge: Joyce
Cunningham, Carolyn English, Doug Keating, Ray and
Mary King, Carol and Stella Koch, Dan and Linda McGrath,
Barb Nagle, Pat Podoletz, Marge Rudolph, Tom and Fran
Semelsberger, Jim and Evelyn Shannon, Anna Mae Wid-
ney, and Polly Wiley.

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Bernadine Farrell
Kathy Felty e Christine Finklestine ¢ Helen Fornwalt
Leann Fraziere Molly Grenfell ¢ Randy Horton
Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa ® Joan Litzinger ¢ Sherri Maffettone
Bryson Miller e Mildred Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ® Donna Moyer ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson ¢ Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher
Karen Price ® Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish
Allison Recker ¢ Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey
Olga Romerowicz ¢ Cari Roth ¢ Mike Rudolph
Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler ¢ Anne Showalter
Tim & Dina Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel
Carol White e William Wieland e Noah Wills
Milan & Family

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday:Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11 (procession);

Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11;

Mt 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Jesus answered Martha’s pray-
ers on His own terms, not hers. Yet the outcome is much
more than she could have imagined. If we are to be good
stewards and protectors of the gifts God has given, we
must begin by spending more time with God so that we
are able to discern his will for our lives. Through prayerful
listening, we begin to hear God calling us; each in our
own way, to use our time, talent and treasure to help
build his kingdom on earth. May we have the courage to
fulfill our role in the Divine Plan according to God'’s will.

Stewardship at St. John’s
March 22, 2020

Envelopes S 6,169.00
Loose S 270.00
Catholic Relief Services S 64.00
Easter Flowers S 109.00
Coronavirus Donations S 700.00

SubTotal S 7312.00
Online Giving S 1,488.00
Total Offertory S 8,800.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $143,201
Pledge Payment Committed $31,251
Total Pledges/Donations $174,452

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive as of 2/29/2020
Goal - 544,423
Payments/Donations
Pledge Payments Committed
Total Gifts $19,550
The Catholic Ministries Drive solely exists to provide funds to support
14 ministries that Nurture Our Youth, Form Clergy and Laity, and Care
for the Poor/Strengthen Families. You can be assured that 100% of all
CMD gifts are restricted to these ministries.

$18,550
$1,000
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