A woman of Samaria came to draw water.
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
John 4:7
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March 15, 2020

St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA 814-942-5503

www. stjohnsaltoona.org
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00

PASTORAL STAFF

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com

Mar. 15 - 4:00 PM - Lenten Penance Service
March 20 - 7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

March 28/29 - Living Stations of the Cross presented by our Faith Formation students

April 3 - 7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

April 4 - 9:00 AM - Spring Cleaning of the Church

April 5 - Palm Sunday

LECTORS
Sat. Mar. 21 -4:00 PM - David Langguth, Betsy Slat

Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM- Fran Semelsberger, Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, Jim Campbell

ALTAR SERVERS

Sat. Mar. 21 - 4:00 PM - Sophia Raneri, Keaton Swope
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - Ethan & Emily Miller
Sun. Mar. 22-11:00 AM- Savannah & Makayla Langenbacher

SACRISTAN

Sat. Mar. 21 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy
SCRIP
Sat. Mar. 21 - 4:00 PM -Julie Beiswenger, Anna Rasmussen
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - ChrisPalazzi, NOT FILLED
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Mar. 21 - 4:00 PM - Barb Aubrey
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Barbara Bundy,
Kenneth Gorman

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Mar. 21 -4:00 PM - Dorothy Yingling, Larry VanSickel,
Paula VanSickel, Billy Sweet
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, John Becker,
Jane Becker, Carolyn English
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM — Peg Madden, Wendy Campbell,
Walter Bloom , Mary Grace Horton

OFFERTORY PROCESSION

Sat. Mar. 21 -4:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Sun. Mar. 22 - 8:00 AM - The Ferris Family
Sun. Mar. 22 - 11:00 AM - Mallory & Melanie Cree




A Few Words from the Pastor:

COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE - This Sunday, March 15“‘, at 4:00 PM, our parish will celebrate its annual Lenten Pen-
ance Service. Sin and mercy are a constant refrain in the inspired Word of God. The Bible mentions sin over 400
times! The various words for mercy -- grace, forgiveness, loving kindness, pity, compassion — are mentioned even more
frequently! It is not likely that there would be such frequent advertence to man's offenses and to God's compassion if
these elements in human life were not important factors in the success or failure of man's long journey to the distant
peace. This year, make a good and sincere confession of sin with a desire to “sin no more and avoid the near occasion
of sin.”

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE — Ignite Your Faith for Christ’s Mission has been launched throughout our Diocese. Dur-
ing Lent and throughout the year, we are challenged to renew our spiritual devotions and duties — and one of those
holy duties is to support the Church. This drive focuses on a select group of ministries with emphasis on the poor, fami-
lies, your, seminarians, and leadership development of clergy and laity. Thank you for supporting these vital ministries
with sacrificial gifts of prayer and treasure. 100% of your donation goes directly to these ministries. Our parish goal is
S44.423. If EVERYONE does their part, we can do a lot!

THE OFFERTORY PROCESSION — Each Sunday at Mass the gifts of bread and wine are brought forward in procession to
the altar. Along with these gifts are the monetary contributions which represent the lives of God’s people. Also re-
ferred to as the “Procession with the Gifts,” this act symbolizes the assembly’s participation in the Eucharist and in the
social mission of the Church. It is an expression of the humble and contrite heart, a giving of self in readiness for mak-
ing the true offering which the Lord Jesus invites his people to make with him. The Procession with the Gifts expresses
also our willingness to enter into a holy exchange with God: by offering to God what he has given to us we may merit to
receive Christ’s very Self. During this Lenten Season we are placing a renewed emphasis upon this important part of
the Mass, as we encourage families to actively participate as “Gift Bearers.”

TRAINING NEW SERVERS — No doubt you have noticed that we are running short on altar servers. In this Lenten Sea-
son, with the assistance of some of our “seasoned” servers, | have begun training sessions for children in our Faith For-
mation program and in our Catholic Schools. | so much appreciate the parents’ cooperation in this initiative, as it gives
our children a greater understanding of the Mass, and a greater sense of belonging to our parish community.

PRAY, FAST, GIVE ALMS! This is what the Lord asks of us in Lent! Daily Mass is certainly an option for your Lenten ob-
servance, as are Stations of the Cross. Fasting is how we learn to say “no” to ourselves and “yes” to God and to others.
When one fasts, someone else must eat in their place. This leads to Almsgiving. Our Catholic Ministries Drive is a
graced opportunity to give to the support of the Church in meeting the countless needs of the poor and underprivi-
leged of our diocese.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - We would like to place a greater focus on the Stations of the Cross, a venerated tradition in
the Catholic Faith in which we journey with Christ to Calvary. Stations are observed each Friday of Lent at 7:00 PM.
Mark your calendar, and make a mental note to walk in the steps of Jesus this Lent.

OUR LENTEN DISPLAY - We are most grateful to Mary Haenig for the beautiful and thoughtful Lenten display in our
Gathering Space! Each week there is a gift you can take home!

TWO GREAT SAINTS — Tuesday we honor the life and ministry of beloved St. Patrick, the British-born Apostle to Ireland.
On Thursday, we observe the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster father of Jesus.
Can you join us for one or both of these celebrations?

March Prayer Intention

L . MONDAY e TUESDAY e THURSDAY e FRIDAY- 8:30AM
Catholics in China

WEDNESDAY: 6:00PM
We pray that the Church in China may = SATURDAY: 4:00PM
persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel b)

of Pope Francis g\ ' MASS SCHEDULE

SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM
and grow in unity.



FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE

; March 15 - No Class.
. March 22 - Class in session. !
! March 28 - Living Stations of the Cross after 4:00 PM I
I Mass

i March 29 - Living Stations of the Cross between 8:00 AM
. and 11:00 AM Masses 1

SACRED SUDS: Spring is here, the start of
new life. Let us refresh the church with a
good spring cleaning on Saturday, April 4,
2020 at 9:00 AM. We haven’t done this in
a while, so bring your sweepers, buckets
and rags, etc. We'll clean the woodwork
and windows, vacuum the chairs, etc. Re-
member, many hands make work light!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Jacob’s well is a very important
part of the Old Testament and New Testament belief in
God’s providence. It has provided water for people of
the Holy Land since the time of Abraham. The conversion
of the Samaritan woman after her personal encounter
with Jesus Christ is an example of God’s unifying love.
More than 844 million people do not have access to safe
water even in the year 2020. This continues to cause de-
hydration, disease from lack of sanitation, and political
turmoil. As good stewards and caretaker of the earth you
and your entire family can take time to become more
aware of the amount of water that you use daily and take
action to eliminate wasteful habits. Every small act can
contribute to big steps of change.

Stewardship at St. John's

March 8, 2020
Envelopes S 4,866.00
Loose S 346.00
Children’s Offerings S 2.00
Catholic Education S 10.00
Ash Wednesday S 106.00
Easter Flowers S 110.00
Easter Offering S 30.00
Black & Indian Missions S 20.00
Catholic Relief Services S 25.00
SubTotal S 5,515.00
Online Giving S 2,013.00
Total Offertory S 7,528.00

Second Sunday Food Collection - $330

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $142,738
Pledge Payment Committed $31,436
Total Pledges/Donations $174,174

2020 Catholic Ministries Drive
Goal - 544, 423
Payments/Donations  $18,550
Pledge Payments Committed  $1,000
Total Gifts $19,550

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at gin-
ny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone from
the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and
their caregivers and give thanks for those who have re-
covered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden ¢ Baby Maddie e Cari Ann
James Aubrey e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Robert Cole
Millie Grace Capon e Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy e Kathy Felty
Bernadine Farrell ® Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Joan Litzinger ¢ Sherri Maffettone ¢ Bryson Miller
Mildred Miller e Susie Miller ¢ Barbara Moore
Donna Moyer e Ailani Myers ® Nancy e Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Linda Pletcher ¢ Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Allison Ritchey ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Cari Roth e Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin
Peggy Seiler ¢ Anne Showalter ® Tim & Dina Temofonte
Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel ® William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for

the repose of the soul of:
Melanie Hesser, niece of Father Jim Coveney
Deborah Begley
Pam Jones
Kenneth E. Zitsch Sr.- father of Deb O'Neil
Donna C. Lawruk-Perry, mother of Ramona Kormanski

May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

BUS TRIP TO SIGHT & SOUND THEATER: Sponsored by St.
Catherine of Siena Parish. Tuesday, June 9, 2020. $125.00
Depart: Martin’s Food Plaza, Duncansville at 6:30 AM
Contact Ron Harella 935-4804 or Darlene Harella 934-
1759 for tickets.

LOOKING FOR SEASONED CATHOLIC SINGLES: The Family
Life Office is looking to see if there is interest in starting a
social group for those Catholic singles in our area (single,
divorced, separated, widowed) who are more advanced in
their life journey, but would like to spend time with other
mature single adults who share their faith. Activities could
include: watching movies together, dining out, dining in,
sporting events like bowling, service projects or worship
events. If you have an interest, please contact the Family
Life Office at 814-695-5579 to help organize a group in
your area.

ORGAN CONCERT: There will be an Organ Concert on Sun-
day, March 22nd, at 3 PM, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, 1100 8th Avenue, Altoona. James Dengler, Mt.
Carmel organist, along with several members of The Indi-
ana Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will pre-
sent music specifically for the Season of Lent, Holy Week,
and Easter. A free will offering will be taken to benefit
the Organ Fund.




Don’t forget to stop by the Lent Scene
in the Gathering Space!
Each week there will be a new “take
home” to help you have a great,
meaningful Lent!

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION: Next week, our
parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection.
Funds from this collection provide food to the hungry,
support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and
mercy to all people here and abroad. Next week, please
give generously to the CRSC and help Jesus in disguise.
For more information: www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

BUDGETING HELP: Take control of your money with Fi-
nancial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson course
uses biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tack-
le budgeting, pay off debt, and make your money work for
you! FPU includes your member workbook and a year of
free online resources through Financial Peace Member-
ship. Contact Saint Mary's Parishioners Britney Dodson or
Alyssa Claar at 814-934-2820 or 814-312-5238 for more
information. Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings
beginning April 22 at 6:00 PM in the St. Mary's Memorial
Hall Cafeteria.

HEALING MASS: Monday, March 16 - 7:00 PM at the Ca-
thedral of the Blessed Sacrament Fr. Alan Thomas, Cele-
brant All are welcome to attend the Mass, especially
those in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing
and those who support them.

PARISH MISSION: The Basilica of St. Michael the Archan-
gel, Loretto will hold their 5th annual Lenten Mission in
Honor of Our Lady of Loretto on March 22-27, 2020. Fr.
Joseph Sioli, St. Louise Parish, Pittsburgh, is the Mission
Director. The Mission opens Sunday, March 22 at 7 PM
with Prayers, homily and Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament, Bishop Mark Bartchak presiding. Mass with mis-
sion prayers and homily will be offered at 7 PM Monday
through Friday. Confessions are offered at 6 PM Monday
through Friday. Eucharistic Adoration offered at 6 PM
Mon-Fri. Prayer intentions may be sent to: Fr. John D. Byr-
nes, Rector PO Box 10, Loretto PA 15940.

AREA FISH FRIES
CATHEDRAL LENTEN FISH LUNCHES: Fridays of Lent from
11:00 AM to 1:30 PM. (Not on Good Friday.) $8.00
(includes drink). Please call 814-944-4603 for take-out
orders of ten or more so we can have them ready for you

ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS Fridays during Lent. Eat
in or take out: Adults - $11.00 Children under 12 - $7.00.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES Fridays during Lent. Take out
3:30-6:30. Eat in 4:30-6:30. $10.50 -adult $7.50-children

Third Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2020

While we were still sinners Christ died for us.

— Romans 5:8

Schedule for the Week

Sunday Mar. 15 — Third Sunday Of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for Bob Cooney requested by
Ginger Cooney & Family

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Monday Mar. 16 — Lenten Weekday

7:30 AM - Eucharistic Adoration

8:10 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Mass for Bill Schmerbeck requested by
Brian Rossman Family

Tuesday Mar. 17 — St. Patrick, Bishop
7:30 AM - Eucharistic Adoration

8:10 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Mass for Joe Robeson

Wednesday Mar. 18 — Lenten Weekday

5:00 PM - Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions

6:00 PM - Mass for Karl Luckner requested by
Carolyn Fye

6:45 PM - Rosary

Thursday Mar. 19 — St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed

Virgin Mary

7:30 AM - Eucharistic Adoration

8:10 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Mass in honor of St. Joseph requested by
Patricia Olson

Friday Mar. 20 — Lenten Weekday

7:30 AM - Eucharistic Adoration

8:10 AM - Morning Prayer

8:30 AM - Mass for Janet & Andrew Szarwark
7:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

Saturday Mar. 21 - Vigil of The Fourth Sunday Of Lent

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00 PM - Mass for Deceased Members of Yokitis Family
requested by Ray & Mary King

Sunday Mar. 22 — Fourth Sunday Of Lent

8:00 AM - Mass for Elaine Houseknecht requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

11:00 AM - Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-51b, 6, 7bc, 8-9;
Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6¢-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34
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