
Sunday of the             
 Word of God 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA                            814-942-5503 
www. stjohnsaltoona.org               Office hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00 

LECTORS 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Slat , David Langguth  
Sun. Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky  
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM - Paul Dennis, Barbara Bundy 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Dorothy Yingling 
Sun.  Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Fran Semelsberger, Darlene Scarpaci 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM - Daniel Langenbacher, Lou Ann Clark, Dolores 
           Capriotti, Marilyn Bevan, Walter Bloom , Cecelia Bloom 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM -Brody Partner-Gore , Keaton Swope 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Mai Linh Do 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM -Nevaeh &Makayla Langenbacher 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet, Not Filled 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Ray Kennedy, Mary Truesdale, 
          Ginny Reeder  
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM -Peg Madden, Wendy Campbell, 
            Patrick Podoletz, Not Filled 
SACRISTAN 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy 

SCRIP 
Sat.  Feb. 1 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger , Marge Rudolph 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 8:00 AM - Chris Palazzi, Heather Yasolsky 
Sun. Feb. 2 - 11:00 AM - Mary Haenig, Not Filled 

NEXT WEEKEND’S APPOINTMENTS 

In addition to blessing family bibles, we will be blessing this   
ornate Book of the Gospels which we have recently obtained.  



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK – We are most grateful for the many sacrifices that are made to continue support 
of our Catholic Schools, Most Holy Trinity and Bishop Guilfoyle.  We are especially grateful to the teachers of 
our children, who seek always to reflect the wisdom of Christ! 

LECTIO DIVINA (HOLY READING)  is an ancient Christian way of praying with the Sacred Scriptures.  It is has 
been likened to a ladder to heaven. The ladder has four steps:  Lectio (reading/listening), Meditatio 
(meditation), Oratio (prayer) and Contemplatio (contemplation). 

Lectio – As you read a passage of Scripture, do so with a reverential lis-
tening for the voice of God. Read slowly and attentively, in a spirit of si-
lence and of awe.  Listen for a word or phrase that is God's Word for you, 
that speaks to you. 

Meditatio – Now take this word or phrase and ponder it. Gently repeat it 
to yourself, allow it to resonate with your thoughts, your memories, your 
hopes, your desires. Allow God's Word to become His Word for you, 
touching you at your deepest levels. 

Oratio – The third step is prayer, understood as a dialogue with God and 
as an offering to God of our open and trusting heart.  Allow the word that 
on which you are meditating to touch and change your deepest self.  

Contemplatio – Contemplation during the Lectio Divina is a wordless, quiet rest in the presence of 
God. In silence, let go of your own words and simply enjoy the experience of being in the presence of 
God.  Rest in His presence and accept His transforming embrace. No words are even necessary.   

All are encouraged to take time aside for this prayer with the Sacred Scripture. Even 15 or 20 minutes daily 
will open pathways to a more loving relationship with God.  It is a sure path to peace!  

ADULT ED – Continuing until Lent (February 26 is Ash Wednesday) I will be conducting a series on “How to 
know and love and pray the Bible.”  You need only bring your bible and an open heart. In Lent we will be do-
ing a series on the Mass. 

BLESSING OF BIBLES! – This weekend has been declared by Pope Francis  as the “Sunday of the Word of 
God.”  Bring your personal or family bible to Mass for a special blessing.  In addition to blessing family bibles, 
we will be blessing an ornate Book of the Gospels which we have recently obtained. This blessing of bibles 
can be a wonderful incentive for a daily prayerful reading of Sacred Scripture in our homes.  And a special 
word of thanks to Mr. Erwin Bassler, a new friend of St. John’s who crafted the beautiful stand on which our 
Gospel book will rest! 

WALKING IN LOVE OF SCRIPTURE –Available in the Gathering Space is a special booklet for our reflection on 
the Scriptures, based on Pope Francis declaration about this sacred “Sunday of the Word of God.”    

  PASTORAL STAFF  

Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 

Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org  
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net  

Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate    dj219@msn.com 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com  
Mrs. Megan Swope  - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com 

Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com 
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at 
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone 
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have 
recovered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Baby Adam • Baby Aiden • Cari Ann • James Aubrey  
Judy Baird • Julie Beiswenger • Debbie Billeck  

Robert Cole • Millie Grace Capon • Betty Dennis  
Michael DeStefano • Bobby DiVentura • Jim Duffy  
Kathy Felty • Bernadine Farrell • Helen Fornwalt  
Leann Frazier •  Molly Grenfell • Randy Horton  

Brian Kopp • Lisa • Sherri Maffettone • Bryson Miller 
Susie Miller • Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers • Nancy  
Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko • Jeff Price • Karen Price  

Ron Peschock • Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker   
Vicki Riley • Olga Romerowicz • Cari Roth  

Mike Rudolph • Fr. Robert Rustin • Peggy Seiler  
Anne Showalter • Tim & Dina Temofonte  

Patty Teufel • Lois Werfel • William Wieland  
Noah Wills • Milan & Family  

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for 
the repose of the soul of:  

 Fr. Leo Lynch  
Jon (Mick) Stefula, brother of Patty Teufel  

May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

Please respect the person’s right to privacy and secure 
permission before placing a name on the Prayer List. 
When a person recovers, please call the office and have 
their name removed from the list.  

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Jan. 26 - No Class. 
Feb. 2  - Class in session. 
Feb. 9 - No Class. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:  If we can answer Jesus’ call as 
passionately as those first disciples our lives will never be 
the same again. If we find our passion diminishing we can 
renew ourselves as Christian stewards by looking deep 
within our hearts. Ask yourself these reflective questions: 
Do my gifts truly express my thanks to God for all that has 
been given to me? Are these gifts of my time, talent and 
treasure generous gifts? Do my gifts reveal God as a pri-
ority in my life? Let the Holy Spirit guide and transform 
your answers into acts of faith. 

Stewardship at St. John’s 

January 19, 2020 

 Envelopes          $    2,819.00 
 Loose           $       754.00 
 Catholic Education        $          25.00   
  SubTotal         $    3,598.00 
  Online Giving          $    1,253.00 
 Total Offertory          $    4,851.00    

March For Life Collection - $197.63 

SCRIP TIP: Order scrip gift cards and track your scrip re-
bates online, all in one convenient location: Shop-
WithScrip.com. Sign up for your free ShopWithScrip® ac-
count today! It’s easy to get started! Simply visit Shop-
WithScrip.com and follow the simple steps to set up your 
new account in just minutes. Use the enrollment code 
E73D25C3842.  
SCRIP HELP NEEDED: We need a few more people who 
are comfortable working with numbers to volunteer to 
help fulfill scrip orders during the weekend masses. All 
training is provided and you will be added to the schedule 
for the masses on dates that are convenient for you. 
Those interested can contact our Scrip Coordinator, Chris 
Palazzi, at cpalazzi52@yahoo.com.  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING:  
Plans are coming together for the 
Family Life Committee’s Spa-
ghetti Dinner on Saturday, Febru-
ary 1. This is the last week that 
we will be selling tickets. Tickets 
are $7.00 and can be purchased after all weekend masses 
or in the Parish Office during the week.  Both eat-in and 
take-out will be available. All money raised will go  to Sts. 
Peter and Paul Parish in Haiti.  

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be available upon 
request beginning January 27, 2020. Please call the Parish 
Office at 814-942-5503 to request your giving statement. 
If you are registered with My Own Church, you can log in 
and download your statement yourself. 

ARISE TOGETHER IN CHRIST: Season IV is entitled “New 
Heart, New Spirit.” The small faith shar-
ing communities will begin meeting the 
week of Ash Wednesday. Please con-
sider joining us – all are welcome! Sign 
ups for the various groups will be the 

weekend of Feb. 1 & 2 and Feb. 8 & 9. You need not have 
participated in any of the previous seasons. Also, if any 
one is interested in being a facilitator of a group for Arise 
Session IV, please contact Jane Becker at 414-9836. We 
welcome anyone interested to call Jane for more informa-
tion.  

MASS SCHEDULE  
MONDAY • TUESDAY • THURSDAY • FRIDAY- 8:30AM  

WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM  

SATURDAY: 4:00PM    

SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM 



LOVE FEAST: Unfortunately we will need to place our 
preparations for March on hold until Simpson Temple de-
cides on further use of the basement space.  

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 

Jan. 25/26 -Sunday of the Word Of God/ Blessing of Bibles 
Feb. 1- Souper Bowl Spaghetti Dinner - 5:00 PM 

Feb. 9 - Second Sunday Food Collection 
Feb. 17 - Parish Office Closed 
Feb. 26 - Ash Wednesday Masses: 8:30 AM & 
   6:00 PM/Lenten Soup Supper 
Mar. 8. - Second Sunday Food Collection 
Mar. 15 - Lenten Penance Service  

WINE AND FOOD PAIRINGS TO BENEFIT CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES: Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown is bringing back its popular wine and food pair-
ing events – all in an effort to help those in need. Three 
wine pairing are planned in the coming weeks: February 5 
at the Blairmont in Hollidaysburg, February 27 at the Holi-
day Inn in Johnstown, and March 26 at the Ramada in 
State College. All of the tastings begin at 6:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $50 each. All proceeds directly benefit neighbors in 
need through Catholic Charities’ Emergency Financial As-
sistance program. For tickets and more information, visit 
catholiccharitiesaj.org. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;  
             Mk 4:26-34 

Schedule for the Week 

Sunday Jan. 26 – 3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time  
8:00AM- Mass for Dave Petrak requested by 
   Michele & Lance DeFrancisco 
11:00AM- Mass for Jack Jubala requested by 
   St. John’s Adult Choir 

Monday Jan. 27 – Weekday 

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for Joseph Szarwark requested by 
   Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Tuesday Jan. 28 – St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of 
the Church 
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for Clarence & Eileen Becker requested by 
   Dave & Tracy Auerbeck 

Wednesday Jan. 29 – Weekday 
5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions 
6:00PM- Mass for Joe Robeson 
6:45PM- Rosary 

Thursday Jan. 30 – Weekday  
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for Jean Riccitelli requested by 
  David Riccitelli  

Friday Jan. 31 – St. John Bosco, Priest 
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for June Miller requested by 
  Becky Marshman & Dick Fry 

Saturday Feb. 1 – Vigil of The Presentation of the Lord 
3:00 PM- Confessions 
4:00PM- Mass for Steve & Alice Dubaniewicz requested by 
   Richard & Joyce Lowe 

Sunday Feb. 2 – The Presentation of the Lord 
8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish 
11:00AM- Mass for Elsie McNight requested by 
    Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pellegrine LENTEN JOURNEY SERIES AT ST. BERNARDINE MONAS-

TERY: “From Ashes to Alleluia” - Join the Friars at St. Ber-
nardine Monastery, 768 Monastery Rd., Hollidaysburg, for 
a time of reflection, prayer, and fellowship during this 
Lenten season. Wednesdays – 03/04, 03/11, 03/18, and 
04/01  from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM. Lunch is included and a 
free-will offering will be taken. Registration is necessary 
by calling the Monastery office by Feb. 28th at 814-695-
3802. 

JOSH GALAGHER LEAP YEAR CONCERTS: Bishop Guilfoyle 
Athletics presents Leap Year Concerts featuring “The 
Voice finalist and local artist Josh Gallagher” at the his-
toric Mishler Theatre. Dates are Friday and Saturday Feb-
ruary 28 & 29 with shows starting at 7:00. Strings Radio 
will open on Friday with Felix and the Hurricanes opening 
Saturday’s show. Tickets start at just $25, plus box office 
fees, and can be purchased on the Mishler Website, in 
person at the box office or by calling 814-944-9434. Pro-
ceeds will benefit ALL BG athletic teams. Please call the 
BG athletic office with any questions. 



378660 St John the Evangelist Church             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona

2005 Valley View Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 944-3535
Offering Physical Therapy, 

Occupational Therapy,

& Speech Therapy

Ask For Us By Name!!!

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
  (814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and 
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
 leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.
Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor. 

Does not include cost
 of material.

 Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

AUTO • HOMEOWNERS

LIFE • BUSINESS

COMMERCIAL

Elaine Ormsby

814.206.0080
elaine@imperialagency.com

www.imperialagency.com

Now Servicing Altoona 
and Surrounding Areas

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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